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Danvers Select Board Minutes                               April 19, 2022  

 
 
The regular meeting of the Danvers Select Board was held on Tuesday, April 19, 2022, at 6 P.M. in the Daniel J. 
Toomey Hearing Room, Town Hall, 1 Sylvan Street, Danvers. Present were Gardner S. Trask III, Chair, Daniel C. 
Bennett; Maureen A. Bernard; Matthew E. Duggan; and David A. Mills. The Pledge of Allegiance, led by Select Board 
member Duggan, was recited by all in attendance. 
 
Select Board member Bennett motioned the Board to approve the Minutes of April 5, 2022, as presented, seconded 
by Select Board member Mills, and approved 5-0.    
 
New Public Business:  None 

Kim Eddy was present to request a One-Day Wine & Malt Beverage License for Saturday, June 11, 2022 (9 A.M.-8 
P.M.) celebrating parents’ 90th birthdays.  A TIPs-certified bartender has been hired, expecting 35 (mostly family 
members) revelers at the Endicott Park pavilion.  Select Board members confirmed that all paperwork was in order, 
and Select Board member Mills motioned the Board to approve the application as presented, seconded by Select 
Board member Bennett, and voted 5-0. 
 
Jean Argento was in attendance, requesting permission to hold a DHS car wash fundraiser in the so-called ‘’Town Hall 
parking lot’’ for a DHS Lacrosse Boosters car wash fundraiser on Saturday, May 14, 2022 (9 A.M.-2 P.M.), with a tanker 
truck to supply water.  Funds raised support training, club activities, winter (inside) activities, and a season-ending 
banquet.  Select Board member Bennett motioned the Board to approve the application as presented, seconded by 
Select Board Mills, and voted 5-0. 
 
In attendance were four (4) candidates for an open position (representing the Democratic Party, not an advocacy 
position but meant to provide balance) on the Board of Registrars.  Town Clerk Cathy Ellsworth explained the process 
followed upon the resignation of long-time Registrar Katherine Keon, and candidates received the unanimous thanks 
of the Select Board members for volunteering to serve.  In alphabetical order, each candidate spoke of his/her interest 
in volunteering time to the Town in this important position [Julie Curtis; Marilyn Hazel; Katie Hislop; and Thomas 
Meagher]. At the conclusion of the four “excellent presentations,” Select Board member Mills motioned to appoint 
Marilyn Hazel to fill the vacancy, seconded by Select Board member Bennett.  A final vote was delayed in order to 
consider the nomination by Select Board member Bernard of Katie Hislop, which failed to garner a second.  In addition, 
Select Board member Trask motioned the Board to consider Thomas Meagher, which failed to garner a second.  The 
Select Board then entertained action on the original motion of Marilyn Hazel, and voted 5-0 to appoint her to the 
vacancy on the Board of Registrars.    
 
In accordance with MGL Ch 44, § 53A, on a motion by Select Board member Bennett, seconded by Select Board 
member Mills, and voted 5-0, the Select Board accepted a gift in memory of Joan Adrien to the Senior Center to be 
“used as needed” for the continuation of their work.  A proper “thank you” will be sent to the donors.    
 
No action is required at present on compliance with MGL Ch. 40A, § 3A which requires that “an MBTA community 
shall have at least one zoning district of reasonable size in which multi-family housing is permitted as of right.”  Re-
zoning in the downtown in the fall of 2017 has the Town about 90% compliant with the law, but it’s likely that some 
zoning tweaks may have to be made (perhaps at a fall 2022 Special Town Meeting).  One requirement:  Not more 
than ½ mile from a commuter rail or subway station, ferry terminal or bus station, if applicable, does not apply to 
Town of Danvers but the Town seems to be held to a higher standard; “Is there anything we can to argue that we not 
be held to that higher number,” asked Select Board member Bennett?  Probably nothing at this point, but more 
discussion will follow about modifications to the allowed densities within the new downtown zoning by-right 
scenarios.  Current zoning comes very close to town compliance with the MBTA communities’ legislation. 
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A public hearing [Agenda item #8] was held on two (2) joint Pole Petitions by Danvers Electric Division and Verizon 
(Petition No. 20220218-1), dated March 3, 2022, requesting permission to install one (1) new Danvers Electric joint 
owned pole and anchors near 50 Summer Street-Pole 12-18S.  DED Distribution Engineer Edward Bandar was present 
to discuss this and the following petition and to answer questions.   This pole is required as a stub pole to support the 
pole line.  Discussion followed as to notification of homes affected by this installation, the time frame (within the 
next few months), and duration (about one day).  Satisfied that proper procedures were followed with regard to 
abutters’ notification, Select Board member Bennett motioned to close the public hearing, seconded by Select Board 
member Bernard, and voted 4-0 [Select Board member Mills not present].   

Petition No. 20220224-1 dated February 24, 2022 for the installation of one (1) Danvers Electric joint owned pole 
near 28 Brookside Ave.  Discussion followed, and Select Board questions were addressed, with Select Board member 
Duggan noting that the existing wire is very close to ground level and its roadway span of 100’ is much longer than 
what is typical.  Select Board member Bennett motioned to close the public hearing, seconded by Select Board 
member Bernard, and voted 4-0.  Select Board Bennett motioned to approve the request as presented, seconded by 
Select Board Bernard, and voted 4-0 [Select Board member Mills not present].  

 
A public hearing [Agenda item #9] was held on two (2) pole petitions by Verizon, at the request of Danvers Electric, 
and Alexander Marrero, an employee of Pike Telecom & Renewables LLC and an authorized contractor for Verizon, 
was in attendance to answer questions.  The first petition by Verizon, Job #1A5K3GR dated March 16, 2022, requests 
permission to relocate one (1) joint owned pole, 127/P.48S, on the westerly side of Sylvan Street at a point 
approximately 40’ southerly from its existing location and 53’ westerly from existing pole 127/P.49 on Sylvan Street 
is a relocation (Class 2, 40’ pole) closer to Linden Drive.  Select Board member Bennett motioned to close the public 
hearing, seconded by Select Board member Bernard, and voted 4-0 [Select Board member Mills not present].   

Second petition Verizon Job #1A5KJ9Q dated March 24, 2022 to place one (1) JO pole, P18S-E18S on the northerly 
side of Poplar St at a point approximately 47’across the street from existing JO pole, P18-E18 and approximately 183’ 
northwest from the centerline of Columbia Rd.  This new Class 2 40’ pole is necessary to support the existing pole 
line and will include an 18’ guy wire extending across the street.  Two class 2 40’ same size as exists right now.   On 
approval of petitions, work will be scheduled within the next two months or so.   Select Board member Bennett 
motioned to close the public hearing, seconded by Select Board member Bernard, and voted 4-0 [Select Board member 

Mills not present].   Select Board member motioned to approve the two (2) petitions as presented, seconded by Select 
Board Bernard, and voted 5-0 [Select Board member Mills present]. 

  
A public hearing was held on the application of RBK Motors, 100 Ferncroft Road, Unit 110, Richard Kumpel, owner, 
for a Class II Dealer’s License at that location.  Mr. Kumpel indicated that he had secured a location for his business (a 
car dealership with space for up to 10 cars; 8 A.M.-4 P.M., M-F), having conferred with Zoning, the Building Inspector 
and Fire Departments. There will be no auto repairs or body work on site.  A lengthy discussion followed which 
involved trustees of 100 Ferncroft who “run the property and provide oversight.”  The numerous issues alleged were 
mentioned were lack of adequate parking (units have three deeded spaces), no notification by license seeker of his 
intent, etc.  Select Board members noted that these issues are not within their purview to adjudicate and that the 
issue before them is the issuance of the Class II dealer’s license; the parties involved were urged to settle any 
outstanding issues unrelated to compliance with Building and/or Fire Department codes. The parties were optimistic 
that they could come to an understanding as it applied to master deed requirements.  Select Board member Bennett 
motioned to close the public hearing, seconded by Select Board member Bernard, and voted 5-0.  Advised by several 
Select Board members to try to communicate and come to agreement, Select Board member Bennett motioned to 
approve the license application, subject to adherence to all building and safety codes, seconded by Select Board 
member Bernard, and voted 4-0 [Select Board member Bennett absent at time of final vote].  
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Town Manager Report 

• Finance Committee completed review of budget and capital works portion of the ATM Warrant; review of 
additional warrant articles (including Citizens’ Petition and modification of Essex Tech admissions policy] will 
begin on April 25, 7 P.M. 

• Review of a new, redesigned development plan for Hotwatt site, “Maple Square,” one consistent with 2017 
rezoning efforts and more in tune with what the Town Meeting expected.  Exciting additions include 
redevelopment of Freight House into civic space adjacent to the rail trail with restrooms, restaurant, and retail 
space.   Developers will appear before the Planning Board in May (5/24).    

 
Select Board member Bennett motioned to approve the Consent Calendar as presented, seconded by Select Board 
member Bernard, and voted 4-0-1 [Select Board member Trask abstained]. 

Block Party:  Gardner Trask – Annual Block Party, July 23, 2022, 12-10 P.M. (rain date July 24, 2022), 

blocking Fellows Street from Weston Street  

Parade :  Danvers American Little League, Danvers National Little League, & Girls Softball, Saturday April 

30, 2022 beginning at 10 A.M. 

Gas Storage  
• Global Montello Group Corp., c/o ATC Eclipse, 420 Newbury Street  
• Devcon., aka ITW Performance Polymers, 30 Endicott Street  
• The Stop & Shop Supermarket Company, LLC., c/o Danvers S&S LLC, 250 Newbury St 

• Home Depot USA, Inc. (2623), 235 Independence Way 
• Home Depot #2663, 92 Newbury Street  
• Cherry Street 27 Enterprises, LLC., 27 Cherry Street 

 
Correspondence, Select Board “New Business,” previous “New Public Business,” Select Board closing comments. 
 
Select Board member Mills 

• HRIC doing wonderful things, including plans for an active  June with Gay Pride flag raising, a Rainbow picnic on 
the grounds of the Library and other activities aimed at making Danvers more welcoming to everyone.  

 

Select Board member Duggan 

• Website is rumored to be improving with a new version to replace current “Alice in Wonderland rabbit hole, 
where you never know where you’re going to end up.”  May be good idea to solicit more input from users and not 
necessarily people who work in the building.  The website’s a valuable asset for the town.   

• Concern over residential trash pickup contract expiring next year, anticipating that Town may see significant cost 
increases with JRM being acquired by Republic Services.   

Select Board member Bernard 

• Looking forward to Little League parade; “the Town has a lot to offer.”  

• Website needs to be user friendly. 

Select Board member Trask 

• Danvers Affordable Housing meeting next week 

• River Committee at Visitors’ Center (Endicott Park) on April 21 

• Town wide clean-up on Saturday, April 23, 9 A.M.-12 P.M.  Sign-up as individual or as part of a team.  DPW 
providing all necessary bags (trash and recycling), as well as gloves.  
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Select Board member Bennett 

• Picked up my “Clean-Up Day” for work at Popes Landing 

• Absence of ZBA Minutes back to 2021. 

• Preservation Commission looking at historical significance of properties (some more noteworthy than 
others), including 42 Summer, 367 Maple and 61  High Streets.  Some to be reviewed May 12. 

• Election Day on May 3; “Please get out and vote.” 

• In line with the Code of Conduct, would urge fellow Board members to refrain from making statements or 
promises on how you will vote on matters coming before the board 

• If you see a vet, thank him or her for their service.  
 
 The meeting was adjourned at 8:07 P.M. 
 

Attest:  Catherine S. Ellsworth, Town Clerk 
 


