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Danvers Select Board Minutes                                May 17, 2022  

 
 
The regular meeting of the Danvers Select Board was held on Tuesday, May 17, 2022, at 6 P.M. in the Daniel J. 
Toomey Hearing Room, Town Hall, 1 Sylvan Street, Danvers. Present were Gardner S. Trask III, Chair, Daniel C. 
Bennett; Maureen A. Bernard; Matthew E. Duggan; and David A. Mills. The Pledge of Allegiance, led by Select Board 
member Bennett, was recited by all in attendance. 
 
For the purpose of Select Board reorganization, Town Clerk Cathy Ellsworth assumed the role of Chair and opened 
nominations for the position for the upcoming year.  Select Board member Mills motioned the Board to appoint 
Gardner Trask Chair, seconded by Trask.  Select Board member Bernard motioned the Board to appoint Daniel 
Bennett Chair, seconded by Duggan.  Select Board member Duggan motioned the Board to appoint Maureen Bernard 
Chair, the motion did not garner a second.  Hearing no further nominations, Select Board member Bernard motioned 
the Board to elect Daniel Bennett Chair, seconded by Duggan, voted 2-2 (Bennett abstained), the motion failed.  Select 
Board member Mills motioned to elect Gardner Trask Chair, seconded by Trask, and voted 2-3; the motion failed.  
Select Board member Bernard motioned to elect Dan Bennett Chair, seconded by Duggan, no vote followed, but brief 
discussions ensued, followed by a motion by Select Board member Bernard to elect Dan Bennett Chair, seconded by 
Duggan, and voted 3-2 (Trask and Mills opposed), the motion passed, electing Select Board member Bennett to the 
position of Chair for the upcoming year.  Select Board members thanked Mr. Trask for his service throughout the year 
and for “having navigated us through a few landmines.” 
 
Select Board member Mills motioned the Board to approve the Minutes of May 5, 2022, seconded by Select Board 
member Bernard.  Prior to a vote, Select Board member Duggan asked for a point of clarification regarding the 5-0 
vote to move the proposed Joint Resolution to Finance Committee.  Having been satisfied that this was an accurate 
representation, the Select Board voted 5-0 to accept the Minutes as presented. 
 
New Public Business:  Precinct 1 TMM Bill Bradstreet inquired as to cost savings involved in financing school 
construction without seeking a 2½ override or and whether or not we should be having this discussion in the future.  
The Town Manager explained that the Town pays less up front but there “will be bills to pay in 2040.”  Bond rating 
agencies look for how much debt service is retired within 10 years.    
 
Laura Cilley, on behalf of the Danvers Historical Society, requested permission for an outdoor ceremony on the Page 
House lawn (5:30-6 P.M.) on Thursday, May 26, blocking traffic west of Elm Street parking lot on Page Street to Cherry 
Street. The event in question is honoring Anne L. Page, a founder of the Danvers Women’s Association and   advocate 
for women’s voting rights.  A marker, one of only five in the State, is part of a national historic trail, recognizing 
women’s efforts, and will be unveiled at the brief, outdoor ceremony, then moving inside Tapley Hall.  Permissions 
secured from Police and Public Works Departments (sawhorses or cones to be provided by DPW).  Select Board 
member Mills motioned to approve the application as presented, seconded by Select Board member Bernard and 
voted 4-1 (Select Board member Bennett abstained, as VP of the Historical Society Bd.).   
 
Samantha McHugh, on behalf of the Danvers Historical Society, requested four (4) One-Day Wine & Malt Beverage 
licenses for Summer Beer Garden events at Glen Magna Farms from 5:30-8:30 P.M. on the following (Tuesday) dates 
in 2022:  June 21; July 19; August 16; and September 13.  Ms. McHugh spoke of previous family-friendly events, with 
food service, and either live entertainment or an “open mike.”  Three (3) servers, all TIPS-certified will be on site, with 
service ending at 8 P.M. in accordance with the law in Mass.  Select Board member Mills motioned to approve the 
application as presented, seconded by Select Board member Bennett, and voted 4-1 (Select Board member Bennett 

abstained, as VP of the Historical Society Bd.).  
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Finance Director Rodney Conley presented the Quarterly Report (3rd), indicating that, on the Revenue side, the Town 
has seen positive, “better than expected” returns on hotel/motel and meals taxes, as well as on building permits and 
Medicaid reimbursement.  Select Board member Duggan inquired as to Cannabis impact fees, and Mr. Conley 
explained that this represents the Town’s host agreement (3% of gross revenue) with Sanctuary Medicinals.  The 
Expense line, as expected, was impacted by public safety overtime, which should be able to be absorbed by surplus 
in salaries and wages and a slight overage in snow & ice budgets.  Impact of inflation will need to be watched carefully, 
as the Town goes out to bid for various contracts and required materials. “We’re seeing an uptick in some areas.” 
 
TMM Bradstreet inquired as to the opioid settlement funds to be distributed over the next 10-15 years and allowable 
uses.  With little more information than was available earlier this spring, it is highly likely that guidance will dictate 
allowable uses as public health-related.  Select Board member Mills noted the vast dollar amount of properties (c. $5 
billion) within the Town (i.e., NSCC, MGH, Essex Tech, St. John’s Prep, churches, etc.) who avail themselves of Town 
services “that I’m paying for.”  He noted that he will continue to advocate for an adjustment to this practice which he 
characterized as “grossly unfair to me and to other taxpayers.”   
 
The Select Board was requested to appoint a three-member Elderly & Disabled Taxation Aid Committee comprised 
of eminently qualified volunteers as follows:  former Finance Committee member Sally Calhoun; former Treasurer-
Collector Joe Collins; and former DPW Business Manager Peter Korpusik.  Twenty or so years ago, the Town opted 
into a program allowing volunteer contributions by individuals on their, which has risen to $30-40k over the years.  
Working with Chief Assessor John LaBelle and Treasurer-Collector Jill Summit, the Committee’s first charge will be to 
establish policies and procedures, including income thresholds, for disbursing funds. Select Board member Duggan 
noted that every little bit helps and it’s “better to give a bit to a lot of people than a lot to just a few people; help out 
as many people as you can.”  The Town Manager reported that the Town has well established elderly, disabled, and 
veteran aid available in statutory programs, a full list of which is available on the Town’s website under Assessors 
Office.  Select Board member Mills motioned to appoint the aforementioned members to this new committee, 
seconded by Select Board member Bernard, and voted 5-0.   

 
Town Manager Report 

The Town Manager took the opportunity to thank Town Moderator Pat Fraizer for running a very efficient Town 
Meeting.  He also added his thanks to the Select Board, Finance Committee, staff and Town Meeting members for 
showing up and being engaged.  It went very smoothly, and it was nice to “ be home.”  
 
Select Board member Trask motioned to approve the Consent Calendar as presented, seconded by Select Board 
member Bernard, and voted 5-0. 

Gas Storage;  Armando Perna, d/b/a High Street Auto., 60-62 High Street 

Road Race;  Nicole Lamar & Matt Smith for Griffin’s Gift Road Race, start & ending location at DHS, June 25, 2022 

from 3-6pm.  
 
Correspondence, Select Board “New Business,” previous “New Public Business,” Select Board closing comments. 
 
Select Board member Mills 

• June is Pride month; HRIC has been extremely active.  Flag raising (perhaps the tenth year at Town Hall) on June 
2, 5 P.M. and at the Police Department (120 Ash Street) at 4:15.  June 4 Healing & Unity Experience @ DHS (10 
A.M.-2 P.M.); June 5, Pride party on the lawn at the Library.  HRIC meeting on May 19 in the Toomey Room at 7 
P.M.  
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• Concerned that the unresolved Essex Aggie issue represents a blank check on Town of Danvers taxpayers; and 
we’re going to be facing a problematic negotiation with rubbish carrier next year.  “If we start selling bags or 
stickers (for trash), I think it should read ‘This removal courtesy of Essex Aggie.’” 

 

Select Board member Duggan 

• In terms of Warrant Article #5, I thought we had discussed that in minute detail over the last couple months; 
taken aback at the overwhelming support of an amendment in favor of postponement and continued discussion.  
There was opportunity for voicing concerns at numerous meetings.   I think people have aligned themselves 
emotionally with this issue.  The financial impact of unchecked enrollment is hampering our ability to budget into 
the future. “The vote was a bizarre thing for me in 15 years of Town meetings, a disappointment; and we’ll 
continue to see enrollment increases.”   

• Charter School anticipated in the area of Onion Town Grill (to be demolished); will DHS become a white elephant?  

• Next Tuesday (5/24) at 7 P.M. the Maple Square project is to be discussed at Planning Board.  Concerned that public 
does not have ready access to plans which would enable them to participate fully in the discussion.  Difficult to 
have a comprehensive discussion without all the information in front of you.  Was unable to find material on 
website; “it’s not the go-to place for public information.”  The Town Manager ensured that plans would be available 
for viewing in the Planning Office tomorrow, May 18.   

Select Board member Bernard 

• Congratulations to Town Meeting members sworn in at last night’s meeting. 

• Don’t forget about Memorial Day parade on Monday (May 30). 

• Thank you to the Chairman.  

• “Cathy did a great job at Annual Town Meeting; Pat, too.” 
  
Select Board member Bennett 

• If you see a vet, thank him or her for his/her service.  
 
 The meeting was adjourned at 6:50 P.M. 
 

 

Attest:  Catherine S. Ellsworth, Town Clerk 
 

 


