
 

 

Danvers Select Board Minutes                               June 7, 2022  

 
 
The regular meeting of the Danvers Select Board was held on Tuesday, June 7, 2022, at 6 P.M. in the Daniel J. Toomey 
Hearing Room, Town Hall, 1 Sylvan Street, Danvers. Present were Daniel C. Bennett; Chair, Maureen A. Bernard; 
Matthew E. Duggan; David A. Mills and Gardner S. Trask III. The Pledge of Allegiance, led by Select Board member 
Duggan, was recited by all in attendance. 
 
Select Board member Bernard motioned the Board to approve the Minutes of May 17, 2022, seconded by Select 
Board member Mills, who commented on the “flawless minutes, showing a great deal of attention and care to this 
Board,” and voted 5-0.   
 
New Public Business:  Precinct 1 TMM Bill Bradstreet expressed his concern about the proposed charter school in 
Peabody in terms of its impact on Water Street traffic and, potentially, Danvers public schools.        
 
HRIC Chair Dee Djoko was present in support of the Select Board’s adoption of the State-proclaimed holiday of June 
19 (“Juneteenth”) and the issuance of a proclamation recognizing the holiday in the Town of Danvers.   Dee provided 
background which led to the unanimous vote of the HRIC to recognize the holiday.  He also noted that the date marks 
the end of slavery in the United States and is also a testament to the progress and resilience of the Black community.  
Select Board Mills read the proclamation, having motioned the Board to issue the same, seconded by Select Board 
member Trask, and voted 5-0.  In addition, a celebration is planned at the Library pavilion on Sunday at 12 noon to 
which all are invited. 
 
HRIC members, in collaboration with DPD [Lt. Rob Sullivan] and DTAC members, have coordinated a 10-color, Pride 
crosswalk to be installed sometime this summer at the intersection of Elm and Page Streets.  Certain criteria 
influenced the selection of this site (condition of roadway; dimensions of existing sidewalk; lack of imprint markings). 
HRIC Chair Djoko noted that initiatives such as this and the Juneteenth proclamation, coming to fruition in the month 
of June (“Pride” month), demonstrate the community’s support for all people and “take us  in the right direction.” A 
crosswalk  installation date will be chosen soon and shared with the Select Board and residents.   
 
A public hearing was held on the application of Danvers Electric and Verizon New England, Inc., Pole Petition No. 
1A5HU5Y, dated March 24, 2022, requesting permission for the installation of one (1) JO [“joint-owned”] Pole, P.184-
22S on the easterly side of Cabot Road at a point approximately 32’ easterly from existing pole, P.184-22, necessary 
to support that pole line.  Stacy Manso, representing Pike Telecom, on behalf of Verizon, explained the process to be 
undertaken and, through the Board, entertained questions from residents at 40 and 35 Cabot Road, which were 
answered to the satisfaction of the residents by Jason Small, Engineering & Operations Director, Danvers Electric.  
Select Board member Mills motioned to close the public hearing, seconded by Select Board member Bernard, and 
voted 5-0.  Select Board member Trask motioned the Board approve the petition as presented, seconded by Select 
Board member Mills, and voted 5-0.  Select Board member Duggan suggested that, even though wire placement is 
within the Town’s right-of-way, a better option might be to move the wire 2-3 feet from its designated location to 
allow for ease of movement within the driveway at #40.   
 
A public hearing was held in accordance with Section 2 of the “Rules and Orders Governing Private Livery Service 
Within the Town of Danvers” on the application of Ty Trans, Inc., Anthony Mafo, owner, 85 Western Avenue, Lynn, MA, 
to license up to two (2) passenger cars [5 passenger Camry sedan; 7-passenger Chrysler Town Car mini-van]  to travel on 
all streets in the Town of Danvers, to provide transportation on a reservation only basis [via Facebook (and other social 

media outlets), Craig’s List; and local newspaper]. Mr. Mafo, currently operating only  in Lynn, was present and responded 
that cars will be identified by stickers in rear window.  Select Board member Mills motioned to close the public hearing, 
seconded by Select Board member Bernard, and voted 5-0.  Select Board member Bernard motioned to approve the 
application as presented, seconded by Select Board member Duggan, and voted 5-0. 

 



 

 

The Board considered applications for four (4) One-Day Wine & Malt Beverage License(s) by Twisted Fate Brewing, 
David Pinette, owner, for Summer Concert Series on the lawn of the Peabody Institute Library, 15 Sylvan Street, from 
5:30 (amended start time from 6 P.M. requested) to 8:30 P.M., on the following dates in 2022:  Monday, July 18; 
Wednesday, July 27; Wednesday,  August 3; and Wednesday,  August 24.  Erica Petreta represented the applicant and 
spoke of her interactions with Recreation and Town Clerk’s Departments, presence of TIPS-certified staff on each of the 
dates, assurance that all rules for service and consumption at their Tap Room on Route 114 will be followed at these 
events, and that service will end in conjunction of cessation of music. Plans in place also have approval of the Police 
Chief.  Select Board member Trask motioned the Board to approve the applications (with an amended start time of 5:30 
P.M.) as presented, seconded by Select Board member Mills, and voted 5-0.  

 
The Board considered an application for a One-Day Wine & Malt Beverage License by Essex North Shore Agricultural 
& Technical School, Bonnie Carr, event coordinator, 565 Maple Street, for a Retirement Party (recognizing retirees from 

2019-2022) for staff members, Smith Hall on South Campus, on Thursday, June 16, 2022 from 3-5 P.M.  Lisa Berube, 
representing the applicant, explained that TIPS-certified North Shore Bartenders were hired for this event, and the 
Town Clerk attested that all paperwork was in order.  Select Board member Bernard motioned to approve the 
application as presented, seconded by Select Board member Mills, and voted 5-0. 
 
Town Manager Report 

Included in the recent Select Board packets was a policy [or statement of intent, not binding] which has been in 
discussion for a number of years, recommended by Finance Director Conley and the Town’s actuary, which, if 
adopted, has the potential to reduce the Town’s OPEB liabilities by tens of millions of dollars.  A full discussion will be 
held at the Select Board meeting on June 21; but the Town Manager urged Board members to reach out before that 
date with questions and/or concerns.  Statement of intent, not binding.  2037 annual budget process.   
 
Select Board member Trask motioned to approve the Consent Calendar as presented, seconded by Select Board 
member Bernard, and voted 5-0. 

Gas Storage:  ARCK Enterprises, Inc., 100 High Street  

Parade(s):     Highlands Horribles Parade, on July 4, 2022 beginning at 9:00 A.M.  

                           Back Bay Parade on July 4, 2022 beginning at 10:30 A.M. 

Secondhand Dealer:  Kele Bigknife, d/b/a ecoATM, LLC., 55 Brooksby Village Way 

 
Correspondence, Select Board “New Business,” previous “New Public Business,” Select Board closing comments. 
 
Select Board member Mills 

All Pride events (flag raising, DHS event, and picnic) were wonderful, well attended and “my spirit is really lifted by the 
attitude of inclusion which seems to be growing in this town.”  Thanks to all who have a hand in the planning and 
staging of these events.   “Thank you” to the Town Manager who has become moral compass for the community.  

Select Board member Trask 

“I would like to suggest that we return to 7 P.M. start times for public meetings, not for the benefit of this Board but 
for the public.  A six o’clock start hampers their ability to attend, if they are no longer working from home but have 
returned to commuting.”  

Select Board member Bernard 

• Thanks to everyone who attended Memorial Day parade; Kelley Rayos-Texeira did a wonderful job. 

• Very sad about what has happened in Texas; “hopefully, this country will get a grip.”  

• Have met with DHA and Rail Trail; may request help with the rail trail as DSB liaison. 

• Agree with Matt that upkeep is important for Pride Crosswalk; “we want it to look good.” 
 



 

 

Select Board member Duggan 

In Salem over the past weekend, noted that streetscape was vibrant and created a festive feeling.  This led to more 
thought about pop-up park experiment last year and thoughts that we perhaps we should make a renewed effort to 
bring it back.  “I think we got caught up in supply-chain issues, and it created the image that it was a piecemeal effort, 
when a lot of hard work went into it.”  Perhaps we could do it in the same location but in a way that makes it more 
appealing to families and children with some music.  “I don’t want it to be ‘a one and done’ event.  Let’s put our heads 
together.” 
 
Select Board member Bennett 

• “We’ve made strides to bring back summer entertainment at Glen Magna and at the Library;  lets see how well 
attended those events are before we talk about the pop-up park option.” 

• Regarding committee assignments, everybody will continue as they are, unless they wish to be removed from an 
assignment.  “Please let me know before the next Select Board meeting on June 21.” 

• August Select Board meeting date has been changed from August 21 to August 9, 6 P.M. (at this point). 

• If you see a vet, thank him or her for his/her service.  
 
 The meeting was adjourned at 7:05 P.M. 
 

Attest:  Catherine S. Ellsworth, Town Clerk 
 

 
 


