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Summary Sheet 
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Daniel A. Gagnon 
6 Burley Farm Road 
Danvers, MA  01923 
DanGagnon01@gmail.com 
 
 
Study Committee 
Danvers Historic District Commission 
 Doug Desrocher  Betsy Gadbois 
 Daniel A. Gagnon  David Kayser, Secretary 
 Marcus Sidmore  Richard B. Trask, Town Archivist, trask@noblenet.org 
 
Staff Support 
Aaron Henry, Director of Land Use and Community Services, Town of Danvers 
Town Hall 
1 Sylvan Street 
Danvers, MA  10923 
ahenry@danversma.gov 
Phone:  (978)777-0001, ext. 3029 
 
Public Hearing Date 
Anticipated September 26, 2022 
 
Town Meeting Vote 
Anticipated November 14, 2022 
 
Total Properties 
1 
 
Conclusion 
 This Preliminary Study Report presents rationale for establishing a single property 
historic district at 367 Maple Street in Danvers, including the 1841 Greek Revival dwelling with 
long attached ell known as the Albert Learoyd House. 
  
 The current owner of the property, and the prospective purchaser of the property, applied 
for a demolition permit as part of a purchase agreement on March 14, 2022, to entirely raze the 
structure.  Under Chapter 29 of the Town By-laws, the Danvers Preservation Commission 
determined the structure to be both Historically Significant and Worthy of Preservation, 
imposing a 12 month demolition delay which expires on May 13, 2023.  The Danvers Historic 
District Commission, which oversees the Salem Village Historic District established in 1974, 
seeks to establish the Albert Learoyd House Historic District before the demolition delay expires. 
  

mailto:DanGagnon01@gmail.com
mailto:trask@noblenet.org
mailto:ahenry@danversma.gov
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Introduction 
 
 
Brief history of Danvers 
 
 Seventeen miles north of Boston, and partially bounded by the cities of Salem and 
Beverly, the Town of Danvers, with its 14.1 square mile area and population of 27,600, still 
retains much of the hominess and architectural heritage of old New England. 
 
 Probably the first European to permanently settle on land that is now Danvers was John 
Endecott, first Governor of Massachusetts Bay Colony.  With a band of about 100 Puritan 
pioneers, Endecott landed at Naumkeag (now Salem) in 1628.  He received the first “King’s 
Grant” of land in the area now called Danversport, and here he built a homestead in the early 
1630s, called “Orchard Farm.”  One of his cultivated trees, the “Endecott Pear Tree,” has 
survived for almost 400 years, a living link to the first generation of European settlers. 
 
 The first settlement in present-day Danvers was that of Salem Village.  In 1638, the 
Selectmen of Salem granted a small group of settlers the right to establish a village in the area 
now called “Danvers Highlands.”  The inhabitants remained legally dependent upon Salem in 
civil and ecclesiastic matters, though as time passed the farmers began to petition for more 
independence.  In 1672 Salem Village became a Parish of Salem, and in 1689 she established her 
own independent Church. 
 
 The year 1692 is one of the most noted dates in colonial history; for it was on March 1 of 
that year that examinations of witchcraft suspects began at Salem Village, in the Centre Street 
area of present-day Danvers. The examinations and eventual trials of about 150 accused witches 
continued until early 1693.  Of the 20 persons who were executed during this tragic yet heroic 
period, seven were from Salem Village, dying rather than confessing to what they had not done. 
There are still over a dozen houses in Danvers built during the “First Period,” up to 1725, many 
associated with the witchcraft tragedy of 1692. 
 
 For many years the inhabitants of Salem Village repeatedly petitioned the General Court 
to be made completely separate from Salem, but it was not until 1752 that the village and the 
Middle Parish (now Peabody, MA) were made into the “District of Danvers.”  In 1757 the 
District was finally incorporated into a full township.  
 
 During the 1760s and 1770s Danvers took a politically active role in the growing 
revolutionary turmoil, and her record during the Revolutionary War is indeed a proud one. 
Native son, Revolutionary War General, and American folk hero Israel Putnam was born here in 
1718. Three hundred Danvers men took part in the Lexington Alarm of April 19, 1775, the 
furthest town to see action, and suffering the most deaths (7), save for Lexington itself. Another 
native son was Dr. Samuel Holten, a “Founding Father” who served in local, colonial, state, and 
federal positions from 1768 till his death in 1816. A signer of the Articles of Confederation, 
Holten also served as President of the Continental Congress, and later in the US House of 
Representatives. 
 
   In the post-Revolution period the town witnessed the development of various 
neighborhood villages, each having its era of prominence, and possessing a unique character. At 
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the time of the Revolution, Danversport emerged as a shipping and shipbuilding center, and the 
location of several tidal mills, and a later Iron Works.  Brick manufacturing was a major 
industry, with Danvers bricks becoming a national standard, used throughout the country in 
construction of mansions, buildings, and Federal forts. Leather tanning also became a major 
industry in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, and brought a diverse and colorful mixture of 
new immigrant labor to the area. Tapleyville emerged in the 1830s as a center for the production 
of woven carpets where English and Scottish weavers settled and made their homes. 
 
 The period of the 1820s-1860s saw Danvers in the midst of the New England reform era, 
as numerous cultural and reform societies were formed. Danvers was also noted as a hot-bed of 
the Abolitionist movement. 
 
 Danvers Plains took advantage of important crossroads and the introduction of the 
railroad in the 1840s to become the prominent commercial center.  Putnamville and Danvers 
Highlands were noted for their important early shoe manufacturing industry, while farms 
throughout Danvers became known far and wide for the “Danvers Half-Long Carrot” and the 
“Danvers Yellow Globe Onion,” both still popular today. 
 
 George Peabody, born in Danvers in 1795, became an international banker, and was the 
first great American philanthropist. He gave 8 million dollars to numerous civic and educational 
causes in the United States and England, including the establishing and endowing of two free 
public libraries in his native community 
 
 Considered a fine area for country residence, Danvers saw the growth of numerous fine 
and elegant country estates, one of which, Glen Magna, is preserved today.  Among literary 
giants, John Greenleaf Whittier, Lucy Larcom, and Nathaniel Hawthorne were constant 
associates and frequent chroniclers of Danvers, writing about many town sites, scenes, and 
people. 
 
 From the late 19th century into the 20th Danvers saw an influx of European immigrants 
and the slow change from farming to a mixed business and industrial community. In the post-
World War II era large tracts of former farm land were transformed into a number of middle 
class suburban housing developments. Bisected by three major highways, the town saw the 
development of much commercial and light industry, including Sylvania and several shopping 
malls. The town became one of many “bedroom communities” of Boston. 
 
Historic losses in Danvers 
 
 Factors which make a village, town, or city unique are a combination of geography, 
people, and the built environment.  Without retaining, cherishing, and preserving the best of the 
past, a community can easily change from being a place with a unique story, tradition, and 
culture of its own into a mushy, culturally neutral, and uninspiring “anywhere, USA.” 
 
 Pressures of development, lack of buildable lots, and economic changes put many historic 
structures in harm’s way.  Here are just three examples of previous terrible loss in Danvers of 
nationally significant buildings. 
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 “The Lindens,” a 1754 high style mansion built for Robert Hooper as the pinnacle of 
Georgian design in New England, and possessing a rich Revolutionary War history, was 
dismantled and stolen off to Washington, D.C. as a private trophy house in 1937. 
 
 The 1654 Jacobs “First Period” homestead, residence of 1692 executed witch George 
Jacobs, became the victim of neglect, vandalism, and fire, and was completely destroyed in 
1942. 
 
 “Oak Knoll,” a high style, pillared 1842 Greek Revival Mansion occupied for 16 years by 
poet and abolitionist John Greenleaf Whittier, a neighbor of 42 Summer Street, and touted in 
period newspapers as the “literary capital of the United States,” was torn down in 1955 for a new 
housing development. 
 

 
Collection of the Danvers Archival Center. 

  
 Today Danvers and the Commonwealth face an ever-faster paced destruction of many of 
our unprotected cultural resources, including historic dwellings and outbuildings. 
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Historic Districts 
 
 Historic Districts have their origin in the United States beginning in 1931 when the “Old 
and Historic District” of Charleston, South Carolina was established.  In 1937 another similar 
District was created in the French Quarter of New Orleans, Louisiana in order to protect the 
exterior of historic and architecturally significant buildings. 
 
 In Massachusetts, Historic Districts were first established in the Beacon Hill section of 
Boston and on the Island of Nantucket in 1955.  By 1960 preservationists and law makers in 
Massachusetts created Chapter 40C within the Massachusetts General Laws, allowing 
municipalities to establish local Historic Districts without special approval by the Legislature. 
 
 Chapter 40C outlines the three major purposes of such Districts:  1) to preserve and 
protect distinctive characteristics of significant buildings and places, 2) to maintain and improve 
the setting of those buildings and places, and 3) to encourage new designs compatible with the 
existing district. 
 
Danvers Historic District Commission 
 
 Following a 1970 Northeastern University master’s thesis report by Danvers Historical 
Commission member Richard B. Trask concerning the development of Danvers’ historic 
resources, in 1972 a Historic District Commission Study Committee was appointed by the 
Danvers Board of Selectmen to create a report, and draft a by-law for establishing the Danvers 
Historic District Commission.  The district was named “The Salem Village Historic District.”  
After 18 months of study, public hearing, and input from the Massachusetts Historical 
Commission, the Danvers Commission was created by Town Meeting vote of March 18, 1974. 
 
 This District includes, as of 2022, approximately 155 buildings, including dwellings, 
historic house museums, barns, outbuildings, garden structures, the 1793 “Derby Summer 
House” (a National Register Landmark and National Register Individual Property, so designated in November 1968), the 
1681 “Salem Village Parsonage Archaeological Site,” the 1992 “Salem Village Witchcraft 
Victims’ Memorial,” the 1976 “Revolutionary War Monument,” and various stone and cast 
aluminum historic markers.  
   
 Application was made, with the assistance of the Massachusetts Historical Commission, 
to designate the entire district as a National Register District, which designation was received as 
of January 31, 1975. 
 
In 1979 a 36 page illustrated Guide was prepared by Richard Trask and published, with copies 
distributed to all District residents. Sections included a brief history of the District, individual 
listings and brief descriptions, styles, and dates for each property, the Danvers Historic District 
By-law, and map, and considerations for owners desiring to repair or restore buildings in the 
District. 
 
 Since its creation, the District has only had one small outbuilding removed, several new 
buildings constructed, and about 26 building exteriors restored to their period, including one (35 
Centre Street) which received a 1978 Massachusetts Preservation Award. 
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Local Historical Commissions 
 
 In 1963 the Massachusetts Historical Commission was established by the Massachusetts 
Legislature under General Laws, Chapter 40, Section 8D for “the preservation, promotion, and 
development of the historical assets” of Commonwealth cities and towns which accepted the 
establishment of historical commissions. 
 
 On March 16, 1964 Danvers Town Meeting, under article 23 of its warrant, voted to 
establish a Danvers Historical Commission.  Danvers was one of the first ten Massachusetts 
communities to establish such a Commission.  It was later renamed the “Danvers Preservation 
Commission,” and continued to work to preserve Danvers’ history.   
 
 Over the years the Commission assisted in:  creating the Danvers Archival Center (1972); 
creating a house marker program begun by Richard Trask in 1975 and now a function of the 
Danvers Archival Center with over 500 Danvers dwellings marked with the date of the 
building’s construction and name and occupation of the first owner; surveying by Richard Trask 
and Penelope Dumke on Massachusetts Historical Commission Form B Building Surveys over 
600 Danvers dwellings and buildings; creating over a dozen historical site cast aluminum 
markers on steel poles containing text with histories of locations; successfully applying for and 
receiving Massachusetts Historical Commission Preservation Grants to help preserve half a 
dozen houses, buildings, and an archaeological site; and establishing a Demolition Delay By-law 
for historic properties, initially for 6 months, now for one year. 
 
National Register of Historic Places 
 
 The Danvers Historical Commission / Preservation Commission has, individually or with 
other interested parties, nominated, and through the Massachusetts Historical Commission, 
successfully listed several properties on the National Register of Historic Places.  Included on 
this list are:  the Derby Summer House, 57 Forest Street (1968); the Samuel Fowler House, 166 
High Street (1974); the General Israel Putnam House, 431 Maple Street (1976); the Fox Hill 
School, 81 Water Street (1988); the Peabody Institute Library, 15 Sylvan Street (1997); the High 
Street Cemetery, 45 High Street (2003); and several other buildings. 
 
Local Historic Districts vs. National Register Designation 
 
 While the designation of a local building or area listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places is a national listing which recognizes properties or areas that have a high level of 
significance and historic integrity, such designation provides little direct protection for buildings 
from the day-to-day changes that a property owner may undertake. The National Register only 
provides for review and protection if work will be done to a property that involves Federal or 
State permits, licensing, or funding. As many projects – such as replacing windows, adding new 
siding, building an addition, or even the complete demolition of a structure – do not require a 
high level of permitting or funding, they can be undertaken on a National Register-listed 
property with no review or protection. 
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Collection of the Danvers Archival Center. 

 
 Such non-preservation protection of properties listed on the National Register was made 
very clear in Danvers with the story of the destruction of the vast Danvers State Lunatic Hospital 
National Register Historic District at 450 Maple Street.  During the first half of the 1980s 
architectural student Marcia Cini, assisted by Danvers Historical Commission member Richard 
Trask, researched and applied for National Register Historic District designation for the 40 19th 
and 20th century buildings on the campus atop Hathorne Hill in Danvers. Included in the survey 
was the historic and architecturally significant 1/3 mile long, 1874-78 brick and granite Gothic 
Revival Kirkbride Building consisting of a large, central administrative building upon which on 
both sides four large wings were attached. With the guidance and input of the Massachusetts 
Historical Commission, the Danvers State Lunatic Hospital National Register Historic District 
was established in January 1984. 
 
 In 1992, following the complete closing of this Commonwealth property as a State 
Mental Hospital, the large property with its 40 buildings was offered for sale. With no 
preservation protection inherent in the designation of this as a National Register Historic District, 
nearly all of the buildings, including three quarters of the Kirkbride complex, was demolished in 
2015, with only the brick façade of the surviving small section of the Kirkbride administrative 
building and two wings left standing. 
 
 In contrast, local Historic Districts established under Massachusetts General Laws 
Chapter 40C provide an Historic District Commission to review any and all proposed changes to 
the exterior of local historic district properties which are visible from a public way. Thus, 
alterations such as replacing windows, siding, creating additions, and any proposed demolition 
will be reviewed at the local level, by a group of residents with deep knowledge about the 
district, and commitment to the preservation of its original features as outlined in MGL Chapter 
40C. It is the best and most effective tool for preserving, and encouraging the most appropriate 
renovation of historic or architecturally significant local structures, and that no significant 
structure will indiscriminately be torn down. 



9 
 

 
Background to the current proposal 
 
 The property owner of the Putnam-Learoyd House at 369 Maple Street, Marion and 
George Myers, along with NVA Veterinary Management of Agoura Hills, CA who has an 
agreement to purchase the property, submitted a demolition permit application to the Building 
Commissioner and the Danvers Preservation Commission on March 14, 2022. The Danvers 
Preservation Commission determined the property “Historically Significant” at their April 14, 
2022, public meeting. A Public Hearing was held on May 12, 2022, at which time the Town 
Archivist gave his report, and various individuals and representatives of organizations and the 
neighborhood spoke for the structure. Following the hearing, the Commission voted 
unanimously that the building was “Worthy of Preservation” and instituted a 12-month 
demolition delay for time to possibly find a solution to its preservation, the delay to expire on 
May 13, 2023. 
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Methodology 
 
 

 The Danvers Historic District Commission has chosen to pursue local, individual Historic 
District designation for the historic and architecturally significant Putnam-Learoyd House at 367 
Maple Street because it provides the highest level of protection for historic properties, and due to 
the fact that current owners are interested in demolishing this excellent example of a Greek 
Revival “Comet House.” 
 
 The Danvers Historic District Commission met on May 23, 2022, at a regular monthly, 
and legally posted public meeting. Member Daniel Gagnon had previously contacted the 
Massachusetts Historical Commission concerning the steps to establish new, local, individual 
Historic Districts, and was given guidance. Using language suggested by the Massachusetts 
Historical Commission (MHC), the Danvers Commission motioned, seconded, and voted 
unanimously that “The Danvers Historic District Commission shall begin the process of 
establishing local historic districts under MGL Chapter 40C at properties at 42 Summer Street 
and 367 Maple Street, and appoints itself as the Local Historic District Committee.” 
 
 Commission member Daniel Gagnon, and Commission member Richard Trask, who also 
serves as the Archivist for the Town of Danvers, will prepare this report using resources 
including manuscripts, town records, previous surveys, maps, photographs, and secondary 
sources at the Danvers Archival Center. 
 
 We propose 367 Maple Street and 42 Summer Street as two individual, single-parcel 
historic districts. Both of these historic structures are threatened with demolition and were both 
previously found by the Danvers Preservation Commission to be “Historically Significant 
Structures,” with a one year demolition delay placed upon the two buildings expiring on May 13, 
2023. (Information and a Study Report on the dwelling at 42 Summer Street will be treated as a 
separate entity.) 
 
 Following the process outlined in Massachusetts General Law Chapter 40C, this 
Preliminary Study Report will be submitted to the Massachusetts Historical Commission and the 
Town of Danvers Planning Board. After the required 60-day waiting period following 
submission to the MHC and the legal notification to the property owner, the Danvers Historical 
Commission will hold a public hearing on or about September 26, 2022.  
 
 Incorporating comments from the MHC, the Danvers Planning Board, and from the 
public hearing, a Final Study Report will be submitted to Danvers Town Meeting anticipated for 
the fall of 2022. The goal of the Danvers Historic District Commission is to establish the 
Putnam-Learoyd House and James Putnam Jr. House Historic Districts, and the before the 
demolition delay expires on these two houses on May 13, 2023. 
 
 These new local historic districts will be adopted under the Town of Danvers’ existing 
Historic District By-law, and the new local Historic Districts will be under the jurisdiction of the 
existing Danvers Historic District Commission. 
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Significance Statement 
 

 
Architectural Significance 
 
 This remarkable, surviving dwelling complex was a model of a progressive New England 
farm of the 19th century, and is often referred to by architectural buffs as a “Big House, Little 
House, Back House, Barn.”  In the 1800s such a homestead was colloquially known as a “Comet 
House,” with the large dwelling being the comet head and with attached buildings trailing as a 
tail. In Essex County there are few pure examples of this style that survive. 
 
 The structure itself was built in 1841 by famed Danvers master builder Calvin Putnam 
(1815-1904) as a home and work shop of his own. In 1842, the first year of the homestead being 
taxed, the dwelling and attached workshop and barn were valued at $1,300. 
 

 
 

Sketch from an 1897 newspaper. 
Collection of the Danvers Archival Center. 

 
The main house was built in the fast-emerging Greek Revival style that ran sway in America as 
the most favored architecture for almost 50 years. The 2½ story, five-bay, post-and-beam, frame 
structure with a ridge roof lying parallel to Maple Street included two brick chimneys on the 
ridge line. In the late 1960s with the construction of I-95 in Danvers, this portion of Maple Street  
was changed in location, making this old Maple Street section somewhat cut off from the new 
street location. 
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Façade of 367 Maple Street.   Photo by Richard B. Trask, May 2022. 

  
 The south-facing façade of the dwelling retains all of its original Greek Revival features. 
A formal front center entrance is flanked with wooden cut-in pilasters, a thick entablature above, 
and glazed side lights and transom with decorative set-in wooden mullions, all framing the 
paneled front door. Windows are of 6/6 sash, while the pilaster corner boards, wide eave board, 
and clapboarding were also of wood. The main foundation is cut granite. The east side of the 
dwelling includes an enclosed rectangular sentry-box entrance with the motif exhibiting the 
American-adapted Greek architectural features of pilasters, entablature and side lights. The roof 
includes deep wooden returns. 
 
 To the north of the dwelling is an elongated two-story, 17 foot wide ell with a ridge roof 
running perpendicular to the house roof. The south side of the ell exhibits a one-story porch 
supported by posts and running the full length of the ell, merging into a 20th century replacement 
barn with its roof parallel to the main house, and with a step-down attachment now displaying 
two arch openings and transoms above, looking like a carriage shed, though changed somewhat 
from its 1890s appearance.  This replaced the original 2½ story barn which was partially 
destroyed by fire and torn down in the mid-20th century. 
 
 The interior of the house, especially within the original front rooms, display finish 
associated with the early Greek Revival style, including original flooring, four panel doors (some 
with Norfolk latches), and molding surrounds, with the doorways on the main house having 
corner plinth blocks with rosettes. Wooden painted mantels are in each of the principal rooms, 
the first floor “dining room” (important in the 1897 crime) includes blue Dutch 18th century tiles 
surrounding the firebox. Chair rails with horizontal boarding and a molded rail above are present. 
The rear of the main house has undergone changes opening up the area to include a large and 
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welcoming library. In the kitchen area the original brick wall fireplace complex includes the 
firebox and to the left of that a bake oven with sheet iron door, below that an open half circle 
caldron area lined in brick, and an opening below that features a cast iron door marked “J & H 
Hale Salem 1842.” 
  

   
Photos of dining room fireplace & second floor back room by Richard B. Trask, May 2022.  

 
 The second floor bedrooms also exhibit appropriate wood finish, though the doorways 
and fireplaces are simpler than in the public first floor. The ell has two floors, all which also 
display modest but contemporary woodwork, moldings and door furniture, including Suffolk 
latches. In the basement is an arched brick chimney foundation with its interior used for shelf 
storage. 
 
 An earlier detached ridge roof, two-door arched carriage shed to the east of the main 
house complex was demolished in 2001. 
 
 The total effect of the pristine main house exterior and its ell gives a fine and accurate 
display of a well-to-do New England Greek Revival country house and integral outbuildings 
used for living, agriculture, hired hand rooms, trades, a woodshed, privy, and buttery, and what is 
now a multi-use barn complex. 
 
Historical Significance 
 
 Calvin Putnam was born in Danvers on May 30, 1815, the sixth child of Colonel Jesse 
and Elizabeth (Merriam) Putnam.  In 1836 he began a carpentry business and soon became a 
well-known and prosperous builder.  At about the time of his marriage to Mary Putnam Pope in 
1841, Putnam acquired this house lot on Maple Street, and by 1842 had constructed a substantial 
two and one half story dwelling with Greek Revival features, which in 1842 was valued at 
$1,300, and included a work shop and barn.  
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 An 1899 book titled Danvers, Massachusetts, published “in 
the interest of the Town by The Danvers Mirror” described the 
history, commerce, and important people of Danvers. An article about 
Calvin Putnam notes his early work in town: “After leaving local 
school he learned the carpenter trade and there are ten or a dozen 
houses yet standing in town which he built more than sixty years ago; 
and the fact that they are still in a good state of preservation and have 
had but few repairs made upon them in all that time, demonstrates the 
thoroughness of his work and the quality of materials used.” 
  
 Soon Putnam enlarged his business to create a lumber mill at 
the tidewater at Danversport, and expanded as a dealer in retail and 

wholesale lumber, “and manufacturing mouldings,  flooring, sheathing, laths, shingles, and 
clapboards, a specialty being made of hard wood floors interior finish and moldings.”  
 
 In 1845 Putnam moved to the house at 38 Locust Street where his brother was living, and 
the brother, Francis Perley Putnam, moved to the Maple Street property which, in 1846, was 
valued at $1,400. 
 
 Francis P. Putnam was born in Danvers April 6, 1811 to Jesse and Elizabeth Putnam.  On 
April 17, 1836 he married Pamelia F. Upton by Rev. Milton P. Braman at the Danvers First 
Church, Congregational. Their union produced four children, three daughters and a son, Albert 
Francis (1838-1846) who died in childhood.  Putnam was a farmer who included hired help on 
his farm, and also engaged in the trade of shoe cutter.  In 1880 his house was valued at $2,000 
and barn at $400.  
 
 Francis Putnam died on October 18, 1883, from cancer 
of the stomach, and was buried at the Putnam Burial Ground off 
Maple Street. Arrangements had been made with his widow 
Pamelia that his grandson, Albert Francis Learoyd, would take 
over the property shortly after his graduation from Holten High 
School in 1886, while the widow would be owner of record. In 
1890 Mrs. Putnam was taxed for the value of a house at $2,000, 
a barn at $400, and a lot of till and pasture valued at $800. For 
his valuation, Albert declared 3 horses at $150, 14 cows at 
$425, and carriages at $150. Mrs. Putnam continued to live 
here, Learoyd eventually inheriting the real property, while by 
1908 Pamelia was listed as a border at the house. 
  
 Learoyd was the son of Addison and Helen E. (Putnam) 
Learoyd, and born in Danvers on December 20, 1868.  He had 
married Jessie Sears on November 12, 1890.  Jessie was the 
daughter of Robert K. and Caroline (Weston), and had been born 
in Danvers February 19, 1870.  Albert became a member of Amity Lodge of Masons in Danvers 
on April 24, 1891.  He farmed the extensive land as had his grandfather, and also employed a 

Learoyd in 1885.   
Danvers Archival Center. 

 
 

Calvin Putnam 1815-1904. 
Danvers Archival Center. 
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number of workers on the farm. He built up his stock of milk cows, and sold his liquid stock to a 
number of local clients.  
 
 Just six years into their marriage, Albert and Jessie Learoyd became embroiled in a 
sensational, multi-month criminal case that caught the attention of the public, and became a 
media sensation with coverage throughout New England.   

 
 On the night of November 6, 1896, 
Albert Learoyd was at supper with three of his 
farmhands.  Shortly after maid Katie Price 
poured the tea, Learoyd, brothers Robert and 
Hardy Hall, and Katie herself became violently 
ill.  Another farmhand, who was drinking milk, 
and Learoyd’s wife Jessie, who was upstairs 
tending a sick child, escaped poisoning.  Dr. 
Frederick Baldwin was called, and he managed 
to save the victims.  Urine analyses showed that 
the poison was “Rough on Rats,” a well-known 
rodent exterminator composed of over 90% 
pure arsenic. 
 

 
 William Kennedy, a farm hand that Learoyd had fired in September, was arrested.  Court 
proceedings lasted until February of 1897, and became a local carnival.  When Mrs. Learoyd, the 
young, uncommonly beautiful wife of Albert, testified, spectators had to be turned away from the 
courtroom.  It had been revealed almost immediately that there was a possible romantic interest 
between the handsome farmhand and the farmer’s attractive, blonde wife. 
 
 Kennedy had been indicted only for the attempt on the life of Albert Learoyd.  Alden P. 
White, the prosecuting attorney and later noted jurist, characterized Kennedy as an evil intruder 
who had violated the sanctity of an old and honorable New England family.  Daniel Crowley, the 
defense attorney, sought to provide, in the minds of the jury, a reasonable doubt about the 
identity of the would-be murderer.  If he could do that, his client would be found not guilty. 
 
 Testimony from several witnesses proved that the Learoyds were not a model of New 
England domestic harmony.  At the time, Mr. Learoyd was a heavy drinker, often partaking with 
his own farmhands and some of the neighborhood men.  When one witness testified that he had 
never seen Learoyd drunk, Crowley asked what his definition of drunk was.  “When a man can’t 
stand up,” he replied.  Crowley then asked if the witness had ever seen Learoyd carried away.  
“Yes,” the man admitted. 
 
 Under the influence of liquor the local farmer had been physically abusive to his twenty-
six year old wife.  Kennedy, like a knight errant, had tried to help Jessie Learoyd.  The two were 
observed behind the house in earnest conversation and even kissing.  Others testified they had 
seen them on the trolley cars, walking together on Cherry Street at Danvers Plains, and at a 
parade in Salem. 
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Collection of the Danvers Archival Center. 

  
At his November trial at Salem Superior Court before Judge Safford, the strong feeling against 
Kennedy began to lessen, even though it was revealed he had served a jail term for horse 
stealing.  Edwin Southwick, who owned a farm in East Danvers, testified that Kennedy was a 
reliable worker.  Clarence Sargent, a hand at Southwick’s farm, said Kennedy could talk of 
nothing else but “his girl” who could speak three languages.  Neighbors next door to the 
Learoyds said Kennedy was obsessed with the idea that Learoyd was treating Jessie “like a dog.”  
They revealed that the week previous to the poisoning Kennedy had sat on a bench outside their 
house just staring at the farm straining to catch a glimpse of Jessie. 
 
 At no time before, during, or after the trial did Kennedy ever implicate her.  It was this 
action more than anything else that gained him sympathy. 
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 Crowley was making progress in his efforts to show that there were several people who 
could have placed the arsenic in the tea kettle.  Jessie Learoyd herself was Crowley’s most likely 
candidate.  She had a strong motive and the opportunities to do it.  Crowley expressed the 
opinion that poison was a woman’s weapon, not a man’s. 
 
 Hardy Hall, who delivered milk for the Learoyd 
farm, testified he had found Kennedy sleeping in the 
hayloft during the week when the poisoning occurred.  
Then on the morning of the crime, he had heard snoring 
again in the loft and was sure it was Kennedy.  The 
sound, as one Boston newspaper put it, “came from the 
same nose.”  This would have made it possible for 
Kennedy to have access to the farmhouse since the 
backdoor was left unlocked when one of the hands left 
on his milk route very early in the morning.  Kennedy, 
who had been drinking heavily at the time, claimed he 
had spent the night in Perley’s barn off Danvers Square.  
The circumstantial nature of this testimony later aided 
Crowley in securing a new trial for his client. 
 
 Then the most damaging evidence for Kennedy 
came with the arrival of a new witness.  James McVey, 
a drug store clerk at Naismith’s Pharmacy in Chelsea, 
was called to the stand.  He positively identified 
Kennedy as the man who had purchased a package of the poison “Rough on Rats” from him.  
When McVey had asked Kennedy why he wanted the poison, Kennedy said he wanted “to kill 
skunks.” 
 
 Southwick confirmed that Kennedy and he had stopped in Chelsea at the time indicated.  
It was a trip back from the Boston market.  Crowley tried to prove that Kennedy didn’t have two 
dollars of his own to buy the poison since Learoyd still owed him money for work on the farm.  
Someone, the real culprit, had to give him the money to buy the poison, thus making Kennedy 
just an accessory to murder. 
 
 The trial in Salem Superior Court before Judge Bishop went over much the same 
evidence given before the grand jury, with a finding by the jury of “guilty” in November. 
Attorney Crowley appealed several rulings by the judge during the trial, and a second trial was 
ordered, which trial commenced with the new year.  
 
On January 26, 1897, all the court officials and the empaneled jury members boarded a trolley in 
Salem and visited the Danvers locations, including the Learoyd Maple Street neighborhood, and 
the exterior and interior of the Learoyd house itself.  The highlights in court this time were the 
testimonies of Mrs. Jessie Learoyd and the accused William Kennedy. 
 

Collection of the Danvers Archival Center. 
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Jessie (Sears) Learoyd (1870-1952). 

Collection of the Danvers Archival Center. 
 
 The young and attractive Mrs. Learoyd made an excellent witness, playing down any 
abuse or neglect on the part of her husband.  She said she had taken several sips of milk at the 
near-fatal supper, but she had experienced a burning sensation in her throat and put it aside.  She 
seemed to forget she was earlier placed upstairs caring for her ill son.  She made it clear 
Kennedy had pressured her to seek a divorce from her husband.  She echoed Kennedy’s remarks 
at the formal hearing that he had kissed her - she hadn’t kissed him. 
 
 Kennedy proved as bad a witness as Jessie Learoyd had been a good one.  Under cross 
examination by White, Kennedy became hostile to the point of appearing menacing.  Everyone 
who had testified against him, he said, had it in for him.  Southwick had been too drunk in 
Chelsea to be able to give any accurate evidence.  He lost the sympathy his gallant attitude 
toward Jessie had won him. On February 17, 1897, the jury found Kennedy guilty of attempted 
murder of Albert Learoyd, and he was sentenced by Judge Bishop to life imprisonment. 
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Albert Learoyd in 1923 as a member of the Board of Selectmen. 
Collection of the Danvers Archival Center. 

 
 
 After the trial and for the rest of their lives, Albert and Jessie Learoyd stayed together.  It 
is said Jessie was rarely seen outside her house again. “Bert” managed to get his drinking under 
control, became a successful farmer, and served the town well for five terms on the Board of 
Selectman beginning in 1922.  The 1929 Valuation List showed Learoyd quite prosperous. The 
house was valued at $3,900, machinery at $500, a silo at $300, garage at $1,000. Also listed were 
horses, cows, hens, an icehouse, henhouse, pump, and 8 acres of land. He continued being taxed 
into the 1950s.  
 
 Jessie died April 6, 1952, of heart disease at age 82. She was buried at the Putnam 
Graveyard off Maple Street near her home. Albert survived until 1959, and was laid next to his 
wife in the graveyard. 
 
 As for Kennedy, he was incarcerated for 16 years, and became known as a model 
prisoner. In June 1913 Massachusetts Governor Eugene N. Foss commuted the sentences of three 
Massachusetts prisoners, including Kennedy.  Once free, Kennedy went to live with relatives in 
California, placing a continent between himself and the Learoyds. 
 
By 1960 the homestead property was purchased by Dr. Ernest W. Rivers, who had previously 
lived in New Hampshire. He was a veterinary doctor who established a very successful practice 
at the former farm, at first using one of the outbuildings, and later expanding to a new building. 
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Justification of Boundaries 

 
 

 The proposed Albert Learoyd House Historic District at 367 Maple Street, Danvers, will 
be a single-parcel historic district.  The Albert Learoyd House, which once sat surrounded by 
farmland, is now surrounded by later development.  It does not directly abut any other 
historically significant structures worthy of inclusion in this district. 
 
 As the 250th Anniversary of American Independence in 2026 draws closer, the Historic 
District Commission plans to investigate all First Period and other significant structures in 
Danvers for potential inclusion in historic districts.  However, this structure cannot wait for this 
comprehensive study, because it is under a demolition delay that expires in May 2023.  
Therefore, the Commission has chosen to immediately study this structure, and plans to study the 
others in these categories next year.  Due to its distance from the current Salem Village Historic 
District, it is not being added to that District, but is instead being established as a single-property 
historic district. 
 
 The boundaries of the Albert Learoyd House Historic District correspond to the present 
parcel for the house, identified as the Town of Danvers assessor’s parcel Map 25, Lot 24, 
addressed 367 Maple Street.  The boundaries also correspond to the most recent deed for the 
property recorded at Southern Essex Registry of Deeds Book 6759, Page 335.  The local historic 
district designation will include the entire lot of land. 
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Map of the Proposed Albert Learoyd House Historic District 
 

367 Maple Street 
 

 
 

Map of the Proposed Albert Learoyd House Historic District 

North is up. 

 
 
The Albert Learoyd House Historic District will be a single-property district at 367 Maple Street, 
Assessor’s parcel listing: Map 25 Lot 24. 
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Property Index 
 
 

Parcel 
Number 

Street 
Address 

Inventory 
Form in 
MACRIS 

Construction 
Date 

Historic Name Architectural 
Style 

025 024 367 Maple 
Street 

DAN.63 c. 1841 Calvin Putnam 
House; Albert 
Learoyd House 

Greek Revival, 
Comet House 

 
Total Properties to Include:  1 
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Addition to Current By-Law 
 
 
The Danvers Historic District By-law will be amended to add this parcel at 367 Maple Street to  
the current By-law adopted in 1974, likely under Section 3 (Historic District) and/or Section 11 
(Effective Date). [Danvers General By-laws, Historic District By-law] 
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Historic Maps 
 

 
 

Portion of the H. McIntyre "Map of the Town of Danvers," 1852.  “F. P. Putnam” is the location of 
367 Maple Street.   Collection of the Danvers Archival Center. 

North is up. 
 

 
 

Portion of the D. G. Beers map "Danvers," 1872. 
Collection of the Danvers Archival Center.  North is up. 
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Portion of the George H. Walker map "Town of Danvers," 1884. 
Collection of the Danvers Archival Center. 

North is up. 
 
 

 
 

Portion of the L. J. Richards map "Town of Danvers," 1897. 
Collection of the Danvers Archival Center. 

North is up. 
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Historic Images 
 

 
 

January 29, 1897 headline in a Boston newspaper. 
Collection of the Danvers Archival Center. 
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Dr. and Mrs. Rivers' Christmas card from the 1960s.  Collection of the Danvers Archival Center. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

A 1960s painting of the homestead.   Collection of the Danvers Archival Center. 
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Current Photographs 
 

 
 

367 Maple Street.  Photo by Richard B. Trask in May 2022. 
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Portion of the ell at 367 Maple Street.  Photo by Richard B. Trask in May 2022. 
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From demolition application. March 2022. 

 
 
 

 
From demolition application. March 2022. 



31 
 

 

 
From demolition application. March 2022. 

 
 

 
From demolition application. March 2022. 
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