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Summary Sheet 
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Danvers, MA  01923 
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 Doug Desrocher  Betsy Gadbois 
 Daniel A. Gagnon  David Kayser, Secretary 
 Marcus Sidmore  Richard B. Trask, Town Archivist, trask@noblenet.org 
 
Staff Support 
Aaron Henry, Director of Land Use and Community Services, Town of Danvers 
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1 Sylvan Street 
Danvers, MA  10923 
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Phone:  (978)777-0001, ext. 3029 
 
Public Hearing Date 
Anticipated September 26, 2022 
 
Town Meeting Vote 
Anticipated November 14, 2022 
 
Total Properties 
1 
 
Conclusion 
 This Preliminary Study Report presents rationale for establishing a single property historic district 
at 42 Summer Street in Danvers, the “First Period” c.1715 house known as the James Putnam Jr. House.  
The house is one of only about 250 First Period house left in the United States, and is one of the remaining 
structures left from when Danvers was known as Salem Village.  This house was previously listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places in 1990 after being investigated as part of the First Period Buildings of 
Eastern Massachusetts thematic survey. 
  
 The current property was purchased in January 2022, after which the current owner applied for a 
demolition permit to entirely raze the structure.  Under Chapter 29 of the Town By-laws, the Danvers 
Preservation Commission determined the structure to be both Historically Significant and Worthy of 
Preservation, imposing a 12 month demolition delay which expires on May 13, 2023.  The Danvers Historic 
District Commission, which oversees the Salem Village Historic District established in 1974, seeks to 
establish the James Putnam Jr. House Historic District before the demolition delay expires. 
  

mailto:DanGagnon01@gmail.com
mailto:trask@noblenet.org
mailto:ahenry@danversma.gov
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Introduction 
 
 
Brief history of Danvers 
 
 Seventeen miles north of Boston, and partially bounded by the cities of Salem and Beverly, 
the Town of Danvers, with its 14.1 square mile area and population of 27,600, still retains much 
of the hominess and architectural heritage of old New England. 
 
 Probably the first European to permanently settle on land that is now Danvers was John 
Endecott, first Governor of Massachusetts Bay Colony.  With a band of about 100 Puritan pioneers, 
Endecott landed at Naumkeag (now Salem) in 1628.  He received the first “King’s Grant” of land 
in the area now called Danversport, and here he built a homestead in the early 1630s, called 
“Orchard Farm.”  One of his cultivated trees, the “Endecott Pear Tree,” has survived for almost 
400 years, a living link to the first generation of European settlers. 
 
 The first settlement in present-day Danvers was that of Salem Village.  In 1638, the 
Selectmen of Salem granted a small group of settlers the right to establish a village in the area now 
called “Danvers Highlands.”  The inhabitants remained legally dependent upon Salem in civil and 
ecclesiastic matters, though as time passed the farmers began to petition for more independence.  
In 1672 Salem Village became a Parish of Salem, and in 1689 she established her own independent 
Church. 
 
 The year 1692 is one of the most noted dates in colonial history; for it was on March 1 of 
that year that examinations of witchcraft suspects began at Salem Village, in the Centre Street area 
of present-day Danvers. The examinations and eventual trials of about 150 accused witches 
continued until early 1693.  Of the 20 persons who were executed during this tragic yet heroic 
period, seven were from Salem Village, dying rather than confessing to what they had not done. 
There are still over a dozen houses in Danvers built during the “First Period,” up to 1725, many 
associated with the witchcraft tragedy of 1692. 
 
 For many years the inhabitants of Salem Village repeatedly petitioned the General Court 
to be made completely separate from Salem, but it was not until 1752 that the village and the 
Middle Parish (now Peabody, MA) were made into the “District of Danvers.”  In 1757, the District 
was finally incorporated into a full township.  
 
 During the 1760s and 1770s Danvers took a politically active role in the growing 
revolutionary turmoil, and her record during the Revolutionary War is indeed a proud one. Native 
son, Revolutionary War General, and American folk hero Israel Putnam was born here in 1718. 
Three hundred Danvers men took part in the Lexington Alarm of April 19, 1775, the furthest town 
to see action, and suffering the most deaths (7), save for Lexington itself. Another native son was 
Dr. Samuel Holten, a “Founding Father” who served in local, colonial, state, and federal positions 
from 1768 till his death in 1816. A signer of the Articles of Confederation, Holten also served as 
President of the Continental Congress and later in the US House of Representatives. 
 
   In the post-Revolution period the town witnessed the development of various 
neighborhood villages, each having its era of prominence, and possessing a unique character. At 
the time of the Revolution, Danversport (then known as “New Mills”) emerged as a shipping and 
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shipbuilding center, and the location of several tidal mills, and a later Iron Works.  Brick 
manufacturing was a major industry, with Danvers bricks becoming a national standard, used 
throughout the country in construction of mansions, buildings, and Federal forts. Leather tanning 
also became a major industry in the late 19th and early 20th centuries and brought a diverse and 
colorful mixture of new immigrant labor to the area. Tapleyville emerged in the 1830s as a center 
for the production of woven carpets, where English and Scottish weavers settled and made their 
homes. 
 
 The period of the 1820s-1860s saw Danvers in the midst of the New England reform era, 
as numerous cultural and reform societies were formed. Danvers was also noted as a hot-bed of 
the Abolitionist movement. 
 
 Danvers Plains took advantage of important crossroads and the introduction of the railroad 
in the 1840s to become the prominent commercial center.  Putnamville and Danvers Highlands 
were noted for their important early shoe manufacturing industry, while farms throughout Danvers 
became known far and wide for the “Danvers Half-Long Carrot” and the “Danvers Yellow Globe 
Onion,” both still popular today. 
 
 George Peabody, born in Danvers in 1795, became an international banker, and was the 
first great American philanthropist. He gave 8 million dollars to numerous civic and educational 
causes in the United States and England, including the establishing and endowing of two free 
public libraries in his native community. 
 
 Considered a fine area for country residence, Danvers saw the growth of numerous fine 
and elegant country estates, one of which, Glen Magna, is preserved today.  Among literary giants, 
John Greenleaf Whittier, Lucy Larcom, and Nathaniel Hawthorne were constant associates and 
frequent chroniclers of Danvers, writing about many town sites, scenes, and people. 
 
 From the late 19th century into the 20th Danvers saw an influx of European immigrants and 
the slow change from farming to a mixed business and industrial community. In the post-World 
War II era large tracts of former farm land were transformed into a number of middle class 
suburban housing developments. Bisected by three major highways, the town saw the development 
of much commercial and light industry, including Sylvania and several shopping malls. The town 
became one of many “bedroom communities” of Boston. 
 
Historic losses in Danvers 
 
 Factors which make a village, town, or city unique are a combination of geography, people, 
and the built environment.  Without retaining, cherishing, and preserving the best of the past, a 
community can easily change from being a place with a unique story, tradition, and culture of its 
own into a mushy, culturally neutral, and uninspiring “anywhere, USA.” 
 
 Pressures of development, lack of buildable lots, and economic changes have put many 
historic structures in harm’s way.  Here are just three examples of previous terrible loss in Danvers 
of nationally significant buildings. 
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 “The Lindens,” a 1754 high style mansion built for Robert Hooper as the pinnacle of 
Georgian design in New England, and possessing a rich Revolutionary War history, was 
dismantled and stolen off to Washington, D.C. as a private trophy house in 1937. 
 
 The 1654 Jacobs “First Period” homestead, residence of 1692 executed witch George 
Jacobs, became the victim of neglect, vandalism, and fire, and was completely destroyed in 1942. 
 
 “Oak Knoll,” a high style, pillared 1842 Greek Revival Mansion occupied for 16 years by 
poet and abolitionist John Greenleaf Whittier, a neighbor of 42 Summer Street, and touted in period 
newspapers as the “literary capital of the United States,” was torn down in 1955 for a new housing 
development. 
 

 
Collection of the Danvers Archival Center. 

  
 Today Danvers and the Commonwealth face an ever-faster paced destruction of many of 
our unprotected cultural resources, including historic dwellings and outbuildings. 
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Historic Districts 
 
 Historic Districts have their origin in the United States beginning in 1931 when the “Old 
and Historic District” of Charleston, South Carolina was established.  In 1937 another similar 
District was created in the French Quarter of New Orleans, Louisiana in order to protect the 
exterior of historic and architecturally significant buildings. 
 
 In Massachusetts, Historic Districts were first established in the Beacon Hill section of 
Boston and on the Island of Nantucket in 1955.  By 1960 preservationists and law makers in 
Massachusetts created Chapter 40C within the Massachusetts General Laws, allowing 
municipalities to establish local Historic Districts without special approval by the Legislature. 
 
 Chapter 40C outlines the three major purposes of such Districts:  (1) to preserve and protect 
distinctive characteristics of significant buildings and places, (2) to maintain and improve the 
setting of those buildings and places, and (3) to encourage new designs compatible with the 
existing district. 
 
Danvers Historic District Commission 
 
 Following a 1970 Northeastern University master’s thesis report by Danvers Historical 
Commission member Richard B. Trask concerning the development of Danvers’ historic 
resources, in 1972 an Historic District Commission Study Committee was appointed by the 
Danvers Board of Selectmen to create a report, and draft a by-law for establishing the Danvers 
Historic District Commission.  The district was named “The Salem Village Historic District.”  
After 18 months of study, public hearing, and input from the Massachusetts Historical 
Commission, the Danvers Commission was created by Town Meeting vote on March 18, 1974. 
 
 This District includes, as of 2022, approximately 155 buildings, including dwellings, 
historic house museums, barns, outbuildings, garden structures, the 1793 “Derby Summer House” 
(a National Register Landmark and National Register Individual Property so designated in November 1968), the 1681 “Salem 
Village Parsonage Archaeological Site,” the 1992 “Salem Village Witchcraft Victims’ Memorial,” 
the 1976 “Revolutionary War Monument,” and various stone and cast aluminum historic markers.  
   
 Application was made, with the assistance of the Massachusetts Historical Commission, to 
designate the entire district as a National Register District, which designation was received as of 
January 31, 1975. 
 
In 1979 a 36 page illustrated Guide was prepared by Richard Trask and published with copies 
distributed to all District residents. Sections included a brief history of the District, individual 
listings and brief descriptions, styles, and dates for each property, the Danvers Historic District 
By-law, and map, and considerations for owners desiring to repair or restore buildings in the 
District. 
 
 Since its creation, the District has only had one small outbuilding removed, several new 
buildings constructed, and about 26 building exteriors restored to their period, including one (35 
Centre Street) which received a 1978 Massachusetts Preservation Award. 
 
Local Historical Commissions 
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 In 1963 the Massachusetts Historical Commission was established by the Massachusetts 
Legislature under General Laws, Chapter 40, Section 8D for “the preservation, promotion, and 
development of the historical assets” of Commonwealth cities and towns which accepted the 
establishment of historical commissions. 
 
 On March 16, 1964 Danvers Town Meeting, under article 23 of its warrant, voted to 
establish a Danvers Historical Commission.  Danvers was one of the first ten Massachusetts 
communities to establish such a Commission.  It was later renamed the “Danvers Preservation 
Commission,” and continues to work to preserve Danvers’ history.   
 
 Over the years the Commission assisted in:  creating the Danvers Archival Center (1972); 
creating a house marker program begun by Richard Trask in 1975 and now a function of the 
Danvers Archival Center, with over 500 Danvers dwellings marked with the date of the building’s 
construction, and name and occupation of the first owner; surveying by Richard Trask and 
Penelope Dumke on Massachusetts Historical Commission Form B Building Surveys over 600 
Danvers dwellings and buildings; creating over a dozen historical site cast aluminum markers on 
steel poles containing text with histories of locations; successfully applying for and receiving 
Massachusetts Historical Commission Preservation Grants to help preserve half a dozen houses, 
buildings, and an archaeological site; and establishing a Demolition Delay By-law for historic 
properties, initially for 6 months, now for one year. 
 
National Register of Historic Places 
 
 The Danvers Historical Commission / Preservation Commission has, individually or with 
other interested parties, nominated, and through the Massachusetts Historical Commission, 
successfully listed several properties on the National Register of Historic Places.  Included on this 
list are:  the Derby Summer House, 57 Forest Street (1968); the Samuel Fowler House, 166 High 
Street (1974); the General Israel Putnam House, 431 Maple Street (1976); the Fox Hill School, 81 
Water Street (1988); the Peabody Institute Library, 15 Sylvan Street (1997); the High Street 
Cemetery, 45 High Street (2003); and several other buildings. 
 
Local Historic Districts vs. National Register Designation 
 
 While the designation of a local building or area listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places is a national listing which recognizes properties or areas that have a high level of 
significance and historic integrity, such designation provides little direct protection for buildings 
from the day-to-day changes that a property owner may undertake. The National Register only 
provides for review and protection if work will be done to a property that involves Federal or State 
permits, licensing, or funding. As many projects – such as replacing windows, adding new siding, 
building an addition, or even the complete demolition of a structure – do not require a high level 
of permitting or funding, they can be undertaken on a National Register-listed property with no 
review or protection. 
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Collection of the Danvers Archival Center. 

 
 Such non-preservation protection of properties listed on the National Register was made 
very clear in Danvers with the story of the destruction of the vast Danvers State Lunatic Hospital 
National Register Historic District at 450 Maple Street.  During the first half of the 1980s 
architectural student Marcia Cini, assisted by Danvers Historical Commission member Richard 
Trask, researched and applied for National Register Historic District designation for the 40 19th 
and 20th century buildings on the campus atop Hathorne Hill in Danvers. Included in the survey 
was the historic and architecturally significant 1/3 mile long, 1874-78 brick and granite Gothic 
Revival Kirkbride Building consisting of a large, central administrative building upon which on 
both sides four large wings were attached. With the guidance and input of the Massachusetts 
Historical Commission, the Danvers State Lunatic Hospital National Register Historic District was 
established in January 1984.   
 
 In 1992, following the complete closing of this Commonwealth property as a State Mental 
Hospital, the large property with its 40 buildings was offered for sale. With no preservation 
protection inherent in the designation of this as a National Register Historic District, nearly all of 
the buildings, including three quarters of the Kirkbride complex, were demolished in 2015, with 
only the brick façade of the surviving small section of the Kirkbride administrative building and 
two wings left standing. 
 
 In contrast, local Historic Districts established under Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 
40C provide an Historic District Commission to review any and all proposed changes to the 
exterior of local historic district properties which are visible from a public way. Thus, alterations 
such as replacing windows, siding, creating additions, and any proposed demolition will be 
reviewed at the local level, by a group of residents with deep knowledge about the district, and 
commitment to the preservation of its original features as outlined in MGL Chapter 40C. It is the 
best and most effective tool for preserving, and encouraging the most appropriate renovation of 
historic or architecturally significant local structures, and that no significant structure will 
indiscriminately be torn down. 
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Background to the current proposal 
 
 The property owner of the James Putnam Jr. House at 42 Summer Street, Brendan Mallon 
of Gambrel LLC, submitted a demolition permit application to the Building Commissioner and the 
Danvers Preservation Commission on February 23, 2022. The Danvers Preservation Commission 
determined the property “Historically Significant” at their March 10, 2022, public meeting. A 
Public Hearing was held on April 14, 2022, at Danvers Town Hall, at which time the Town 
Archivist gave his report, numerous letters from in state and out were received supporting its 
preservation, and various individuals and representatives of organizations and the neighborhood 
spoke for the structure. The applicant requested a continuance of the public hearing, which was 
given. On May 12, 2022, the Commission met again in continuance of the public hearing, and 
following the hearing the Commission voted unanimously that the building was “Worthy of 
Preservation” and instituted a 12-month demolition delay for time to possibly find a solution to its 
preservation, the delay to expire on May 13, 2023. 
  



10 
 

Methodology 
 

 
 The Danvers Historic District Commission has chosen to pursue local, individual Historic 
District designation for the historic and architecturally significant James Putnam Jr. House at 42 
Summer Street because it provides the highest level of protection for historic properties, and due 
to the fact that current owners are interested in demolishing this, one of the 10 most significant 
buildings within Danvers. 
 
 The Danvers Historic District Commission met on May 23, 2022, at a regular monthly, and 
legally posted public meeting. Member Daniel Gagnon had previously contacted the 
Massachusetts Historical Commission concerning the steps to establish new, local, individual 
Historic Districts, and was given guidance. Using language suggested by the Massachusetts 
Historical Commission (MHC), the Danvers Commission motioned, seconded, and voted 
unanimously that “The Danvers Historic District Commission shall begin the process of 
establishing local historic districts under MGL Chapter 40C at properties at 42 Summer Street and 
367 Maple Street, and appoints itself as the Local Historic District Study Committee.” 
 
 Commission member Daniel Gagnon, and Commission member Richard Trask, who also 
serves as the Archivist for the Town of Danvers, will prepare this report using resources including 
manuscripts, town records, previous surveys, maps, photographs, and secondary sources at the 
Danvers Archival Center. 
 
 We propose 42 Summer Street and 367 Maple Street as two individual, single-parcel 
historic districts. Both of these historic structures are threatened with demolition and were both 
previously found by the Danvers Preservation Commission to be “Historically Significant 
Structures,” with a one year demolition delay placed upon the two buildings expiring on May 13, 
2023. (Information and a Study Report on the dwelling at 367 Maple Street will be treated as a 
separate entity.) 
 
 Following the process outlined in Massachusetts General Law Chapter 40C, this 
Preliminary Study Report will be submitted to the Massachusetts Historical Commission and the 
Town of Danvers Planning Board. After the required 60-day waiting period following submission 
to the MHC, and the legal notification to the property owner, the Danvers Historical Commission 
will hold a public hearing on or about September 26, 2022.  
 
 Incorporating comments from the MHC, the Danvers Planning Board, and from the public 
hearing, a Final Study Report will be submitted to Danvers Town Meeting anticipated for the fall 
of 2022. The goal of the Danvers Historic District Commission is to establish the James Putnam 
Jr. House Historic District, and the Putnam-Learoyd House Historic Districts before the demolition 
delay expires on these two houses on May 13, 2023. 
 
 These new local historic districts will be adopted under the Town of Danvers’ existing 
Historic District By-law, and the new local Historic Districts will be under the jurisdiction of the 
existing Danvers Historic District Commission. 
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Significance Statement 
 
 

Architectural Significance 
 
 This description is taken from Form B of the Massachusetts Historical Commission “First 
Period Survey,” recorded in 1986 by Anne Grady for the James Putnam Jr. House at 42 Summer 
Street, along with supplemental material added by Richard B. Trask. 
 
Exterior description 
 
 The James Putnam Jr. house is five bays wide, two rooms deep, and two and one half stories 
in height.  A broad gambrel roof covers both the original c. 1715 double-cell house, now forming 
the rear (north) half of the building and the file of rooms added c. 1780 to the south. The body of 
the house is now 45 feet long on the southern façade, by 41 feet wide, and sits at its closest point 
on its northeast corner 5 feet from present day Summer Street.  The doorway and symmetrical 
placement of the sash windows on the south façade are features of the late second period 
enlargement of the house.  Fenestration of the east and west walls reflects the two stages in the 
house’s development.  Small sash windows arranged as on the end wall of a single room deep 
house light the north rooms, while a file of larger windows light the later, higher studded rooms to 
the south.  Three chimneys pierce the roof of the structure;  two at the ridge which serve the 
fireplaces at the rear of the south rooms and one at the center of the north slope, an early 19th 
century replacement of the central chimney of the original house.  There is a small one story 
addition to the right rear. 
 

 
Blow-up of a portion of a ca. 1890 photograph of the Putnam house. 

Collection of the Danvers Archival Center. 
 The structure is presently clad with painted wood shingles, though late 19th century 
photographs of the house show it clad with wooden clapboards. The front entry on the south façade 
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now shows a pediment roof above the main door; though historic photographs dating from the late 
19th century till about 1915 does not display a pediment, but rather a flat entablature. The pediment 
was added post-1915, possibly as a restoration of an earlier feature. 
 
Major First Period  features 
 
 In the four rooms of the original house of slightly asymmetrical plan, much of the framing 
is exposed.  The transverse summer beams of the downstairs rooms have 1¼” flat chamfers and 
simple triangular stops, as does the chimney girt in the right-hand (northeast) room.  The heads 
only of the posts supporting the summer beams are exposed.  These have flat chamfers at the sides 
and a deep quarter round moulding at the lower edge.  Joist spacing in the downstairs rooms is a 
relatively wide 21” on center.  
 
 The two west rooms of the First Period portion of the house are best preserved, with the 
first floor room (Hall) exhibiting on the fireplace wall two four-panel doors, horizontal boarding 
and four panels above the tall firebox. In the west First Period second floor chamber there is 
paneling above the firebox on the north side of the room composed of four vertical panels above a 
single horizontal panel. Plaster is on the adjacent wall, with two doorways at the wall end. The 
door at the west end of the room is comprised of two raised field panels with 3” wide feather edges 
and applied bolection mouldings. 
 

 
Northwest chamber of the "First Period" section of the house.  Collection of the Danvers Archival Center. 

 In the northeast and northwest chambers, framing exhibits narrow flat chamfers and 
triangular stops.  The posts (often referred to as “gunstock posts) have a distinct configuration 
which is neither precisely a flare nor a jowl.  The post curves outward to a thicker dimension with 
a slightly concave curve and then continues straight upward.    In the lobby, the staircase is enclosed 
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with plain board sheathing, possibly original.  The door to the attic is made of vertical boards, but 
bolection mouldings are applied to it to simulate a paneled door and relate its design to the adjacent 
paneled door to the northwest chamber.  Door hardware includes H and HL hinges, strap hinges, 
a brass box lock, and various iron bean and Norfolk door latches.  
 
 An apparent smoke oven is evident in the brick wall beside the older stairway. The 
foundation walls of the north portion of the house are built in from the sills in characteristic First 
Period manner, while the basement exhibits some reworked old frame members. 
 
Later significant features 
 
 In about 1780, judging by the style of the finishes, another file of rooms was added to the 
south of the original structure.  All four rooms display Georgian style raised field panels on the 
fireplace walls, wooden dado with moulded chair rail and baseboard, and cornice mouldings.  
These, with the staircase, which runs straight up to the landing which communicates with the older 
part of the house and then rises three more steps, form the relatively high style treatment of this 
important addition.  Additional features are the crossetted fireplace surround in the southwest 
room, the turned balusters, newel posts, and moulded handrail of the staircase, and several 
windows, some with interior folding and others with pocket “Indian Shutters,” with window bench. 
 

 
 

First floor west parlor and central staircase of the Georgian section of the house.                                               
Photos by Richard B. Trask, March 2022. 
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Overall Significance 
 
 The James Putnam Jr. house has integrity of location, design, materials, and workmanship 
in its First Period frame, intact except for the roof. It embodies distinctive characteristics of form 
and construction. The configuration of the posts at the second level is an unusual variant, 
combining features of both the jowl and the flare (noted also in the White-Preston House on Maple 
Street in Danvers). 
 
 The house is also noteworthy as an example of the way in which a First Period house was 
enlarged c. 1780 to approximate the Second Period double pile house. The construction of another 
file of rooms with rear fireplaces and a central hall in front of the original house created a highly 
unusual house form. The ample addition is significant for its adaptive plan and for its assemblage 
of well-crafted late Georgian finishes. 
 
 
Historical Significance 
 
 In 1715 “Mr.” James Putnam, Sr. (1661-1727), yeoman and bricklayer, was deeded three 
and one half acres of land by Israel Porter “on which his son James hath lately built him a house.”  
This house and property were apparently deeded to James, Jr. (1689-1763), yeoman and bricklayer, 
in 1718.  James, Jr. was an active citizen serving as Selectman of Salem Village in 1747, a surveyor 
of highways in 1729, and in 1730 paying the ninth largest tax in the village.  He actively supported 
the establishment of the town of Danvers and was elected tythingman in 1758.  In 1715 he married 
Ruth Hathorne of Salem.   
 
 Among the six children born here were Ebenezer (1717-1808), a Harvard graduate and 
physician who, though displaying Tory leanings, by 1775 was a member of the Salem Committee 
of Safety; Archelaus (1721-ca.1786), occupant of the house after his father’s death, a Harvard 
graduate and Selectman of Danvers in 1774; and James (1726-1798), another Harvard graduate, 
lawyer, and protégé and friend of John Adams.  In 1771 Adams records in his diary “Mr. Putnam 
says, he was lately at Danvers, and visited the very path where he used to drive the cows to pasture, 
when he was seven years old.” 
 
 James became a well-respected jurist and was an ardent supporter of the King during the 
Revolutionary crisis, being the last royal Attorney General of Massachusetts.  In 1775 he fled with 
the British from Boston and eventually became a settler and in 1784 the first Justice of the Supreme 
Court of the Province of New Brunswick.  Though fleeing his land, James continued to correspond 
with the family and on one occasion stated “For my native country, I feel a filial fondness -- her 
follies I lament -- her misfortunes I pity, ... her good I ardently wish, ... and to be restored to her 
embraces is the warmest of my desires.” 
 
 The Putnam house is a fine example of a “double house” in that it has been expanded during 
its existence.  It was originally a 2½ story one room deep house, later widened to the other side of 
the large chimney, and probably during the 18th century was expanded to its front, south side a full 
room width wider with a massive gambrel roof added or expanded.   
 
 Archelaus Putnam (1744-1800), physician, was the next owner of the homestead.  Putnam 
was born and baptized at the Salem Village Church on the same day, December 9, 1744, being the 
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second son of Archelaus and Ruth (Flint) Putnam.  He graduated from Harvard College at age18 
with the class of 1763.  For his M.A. he prepared on the question if, “The Perspiration of the 
Human Body is more Acrid in Summer than in Winter.” 
 
 Putnam settled in the practice of medicine at his house in Danvers and enjoyed quick 
success.  On June 11, 1774, he signed the letter welcoming newly appointed military governor 
General Thomas Gage to Salem, though this is the only evidence of any tinge of Loyalist leanings.  
Upon the outbreak of the American Revolution, when his Harvard classmate Colonel Timothy 
Pickering raised a regiment in December, 1776 to join Washington, Putnam began the journey, but 
ended up joined with General Benjamin Lincoln’s force, as Lincoln was in need of surgeons.  Later 
Putnam served with Pickering in New Jersey.  When the regiment was mustered out in March, 
1777, the Doctor rode home carrying the greatcoat and boots of the Colonel, who walked. 
 
 While in service, Putnam had known Colonel Alexander Scammell, who died untimely at 
Yorktown, leaving his betrothed, Abigail, daughter of John and Abigail (Tufts) Bishop of Medford.  
Archelaus and Abigail were married on November 12, 1786.  They lived in comfort and elegance 
on the Danvers farm, which was a local showplace.  In 1790 a United States Direct Tax was levied, 
and the Putnam farm was described as “House on the road, (including chaise house 192 ft & wood 
house 365 ft) 2178 sq. ft., 2 stories, 31 windows, 229 sq. ft. glass, built of wood, 80 p., value $900.”   
 

 
 The Putnams were not active in church, but early in 
1800 failing health caused the Doctor to consult another 
Physician and also offering to the Danvers First Church “a 
humble confession of his sins to the Congregation.”  He 
died on April 14, 1800, and was buried in the Wadsworth 
Cemetery on Summer Street, where his stone still stands.  
There his widow joined him in December, 1807, having 
previously agreed to rent their great farm to Timothy 
Pickering. 

                   Danvers Archival Center. 
 Upon Archelaus’ death, the homestead was leased from early 1802 until the summer of 
1804 by Timothy Pickering.  Timothy Pickering was born in Salem July 17, 1745 to Deacon 
Timothy and Mary Wingate Pickering.  One of nine children, Pickering attended grammar school 
in Salem and graduated from Harvard College in 1763. He was admitted to the Massachusetts Bar 
in 1768, and in 1774 was elected to succeed John Higginson as Essex County Register of Deeds. 
Pickering had been commissioned a lieutenant in the Salem militia in 1766, and rose quickly in 
military affairs, writing a new and improved manual for Militia troops called, An Easy Plan of 
Discipline for Ye Militia, which was a new, and simple manual of arms that was circulated in 1774 
and published in 1775.  
 
 As problems with the mother country grew worse, Pickering took a leadership role. By 
1775 he was elected Colonel of the Essex Regiment, and participated in the February 1775 “Salem 
Affair,” in which British troops were prevented from searching for cannon in Salem. His Regiment 
marched at the Lexington Alarm of April 19, 1775.  On April 8, 1776 Pickering married Rebecca 
White of Salem, and in December of that year his military skills were noticed by General George 
Washington during the New York campaign, and Washington offered Pickering the position of 
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Adjutant General of the Continental Army, with the rank of colonel. In August, 1780 he was 
appointed by the Continental Congress as Quartermaster General, serving until 1783. 
 
 With the ratification of the US Constitution and establishment 
of the Federal government, President George Washington appointed 
Pickering in 1791 as the fifth Postmaster General, he serving in that 
cabinet post from August, 1791 until January 1, 1795. Washington 
then appointed Pickering the second Secretary of War, succeeding 
General Henry Knox. His service was short lived from January 2 to 
December 10, 1795, at which time Pickering was tasked to become 
the third Secretary of State, and remained in that office after new 
President John Adams was inaugurated.  Pickering was an ardent 
Federalist, and favored close relations with Great Britain.  President 
Adams dismissed Pickering in 1800, as the Secretary was in 
opposition to peace with France during the Quasi-War.   
 
 Moving for a time in Pennsylvania, Pickering was enticed 
back to Massachusetts in 1801 by his ardent Federalist friends. He found the Putnam House in 
Danvers suitable as a residence for he and his family, close to his native home in Salem, and with 
land upon which he could take up his strong beliefs in “Scientific Agriculture.” While residing 
here Pickering was appointed Chief Justice of the Court of Common Pleas.   
 
 In 1802 Pickering stood for election as the Federalist candidate for the Essex South District 
Congressional seat against Republican Jacob Crowninshield and in the ensuing heated, mud-
slinging campaign he was defeated 1,400 to 1,293, winning Danvers and other conservative areas 
but losing the maritime vote.  Pickering won a slander suit against Editor Carlton of The Salem 
Register.  Concerning other affronts against Pickering, a New York paper wrote about his life in 
Danvers:  
 
 

 “A Southern gentleman lately paid a visit to Colonel Pickering at his farm in Danvers.  
He found the worthy though much abused citizen, not superintending a set of ill fed and 
worse clad slaves; not amusing himself with cock fighting, horse racing or hunting for 
popularity at a tavern or grog shop, but literally like another Cincinnatus guiding the plow, 
while two of his sons were assisting him in his rural labors.  Such is the reply which this 
celebrated citizen makes to the many slanders which the insatiate, unrelenting malice of 
political enemies is ever uttering against him.  Instead of retaliating their invectives he 
lives down their calumnies, and by his conduct convicts them of falsehood and malice.” 

 
 
 While residing here Pickering undertook various experiments in his very active pursuit of 
farming.  While residing here in 1803, Pickering was appointed to an unexpired term in the United 
States Senate, a position of importance in which he would serve until 1811.  Pickering was a 
staunch Federalist and a supporter of the possible idea of the secession of the North from the Union 
to form a North Confederacy. He and his frequent guests discussed all manner of politics. 
 
 James Augustus Putnam next owned the property.  He was the son of Dr. Archelaus and 
Nabby (Bishop) and born December 1, 1792.  On March 13, 1820 he married in Methuen, Mass.  

Portrait of Pickering in 1792 
by Charles Wilson Peale. 

Danvers Archival Center.  



17 
 

Sarah Marston, born there on June 3, 1795.  Their union produced 4 boys and one daughter named 
Sarah Caroline.  James A. Putnam farmed his land, which in 1828 was described as including a 
house and barn valued at $2,200, 25 acres of till, 100 of pasture, and 15 of meadow.  There were 
also one horse, a chaise, 4 oxen, and 12 cows.  James died April 14, 1862 from consumption and 
was buried at the Wadsworth Graveyard in the same plot with his wife, who had died September 
14, 1853 of dysentery. 
 
 By the 1880s the Perry family owned the property, J. Perry listed on the 1884 map.  In the 
1890s Caroline Perry occupied the house valued at $700, and James A. Perry, a clerk, also lived 
here until the first decade of the 20th century.   
 
 Just up the street from the Putnam house was “Oak Knoll” the beautiful Johnson family 
1842 Greek Revival mansion. The house was occupied by cousins of the famed poet and 
abolitionist John Greenleaf Whittier, and in the 1870s Whittier moved in with them and lived there 
for the last 16 years of his life. Young cousin Phoebe Woodman became a favorite of Whittier’s 
and his muse of sorts. She was the “Red Riding Hood” of Whittier’s poem.  
 

 
 

Phoebe and John Greenleaf Whittier relax on the east veranda of Oak Knoll along with the Johnson sisters 
in this 1880s photograph. Collection of the Danvers Archival Center. 

 
 By 1893, a year after the poet’s death, Phoebe married a 36 year old artist, Isaac Henry 
Stiefel, who had changed his last name to Caliga. The artist was fast becoming sought for his 
beautiful portraits and genre scenes. The couple had two sons, but their personalities were strong 
and divergent, and in 1910 they separated. Several years later he sued for divorce, which became 
a major national social news story. The artist sited his underlying respect for Phoebe, and stated to 
the national press that he was freeing her to live the life she wanted to live. 
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 In the 1920s Mrs. Phoebe Caliga, now owner of Whittier’s “Oak Knoll,” obtained and 
“restored” the adjacent Putnam house, setting it up as a Tea House, which had a close-by large 
barn eventually incorporated into the operation. A September, 1924 news article spoke of Mrs. 
Caliga’s restoration plan, and that the house “will be opened as an old-fashioned tea room, 
completely furnished with furniture and fixtures of the period of the early settlers. Every attempt 
will be made to preserve the wonderful features of the old house and to make the surroundings in 
keeping with the atmosphere of the colonial days. In the spring, a terrace will be added to the rear, 
where a beautiful vista greets one’s eyes, especially a fine view of the famous Oak Knoll. 

 
 Over time the property became more 
than simply a “Tea Room.”  Following 
prohibition in the 1930s a “Taproom” at the 
house featured a menu that offered luncheon 
items including lobster salad for $1, and toast, 
marmalade, and tea for 50 cents. Among a 
long list of beverages available were a “Rob 
Roy” for 35 cents, and Pol Roger Champagne 
at $5. The house and barn eventually morphed 
into utilizing the newly renovated barn for 
most public venues. Exterior signage was 
installed, a large grass parking area set aside 
to the rear of the house, and in 1941 Louis Pedrana and his family purchased the property and lived 
within the house itself. The large barn, “hardly a step from the house” was expanded to become 
known as “Putnam Lodge.”  It was described that “Here is where each night, lovers of good food, 
good liquors, and good fun meet. The spacious barn has uncrowded tables, a fine dance floor, 
orchestra platform, and a mammoth stone fireplace.” Saturday nights old fashioned New England 
Baked Bean Suppers were held. 
 
 In August of 1963 one of the most notorious arson fires in Danvers history took place at 
the Putnam Lodge. A bold and reckless felon had placed 5 gallon glass jugs filled with gasoline 
throughout the building. The lodge/barn was destroyed, but the house not damaged thanks to the 
fast response by the Fire Department. Though an inquest was held, over 100 people interviewed, 
and a suspect noted, the case was never resolved. 
 
 The Pedrana family continued to own the house into the 1980s, a woodworking artist 
creating beautiful reproduction Georgian and Federal furniture to accentuate the lovely interiors. 
Next owners were Sandy and Van Stogner who restored some of the old house features and made    
new improvements in bathrooms, the kitchen and mechanical systems during their stay from 1985 
through 1989. In recent years the property and house has been without a loving owner and has 
suffered from a lax of upkeep and maintenance, but still is a very solid and stable structure, retains 
its wonderful architecturally significant interior. It needs some tender care to be brought back to 
one of the most interesting and significant homes in America. 
 

 
Justification of Boundaries 

 
 

Collection of the Danvers Archival Center. 
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 The proposed James Putnam Jr. House Historic District at 42 Summer Street, Danvers, will 
be a single-parcel historic district.  The James Putnam Jr. House sits nearby, but not congruent to, 
the Wadsworth Cemetery which includes graves of several individuals connected to the witch trials 
and early Salem Village history, as well as owners of the house Archelaus and Ruth (Flint) Putnam, 
James Augustus and Sarah M. Putnam, and others associated with it.  The house is about half a 
mile from the Salem Village Historic Dictrict.  It does not directly abut any other historically 
significant structures worthy of inclusion in this district, as the surrounding homes are mostly mid- 
and late-20th century construction. 
 
 As the 250th Anniversary of American Independence in 2026 draws closer, the Historic 
District Commission plans to investigate all First Period and other significant structures in Danvers 
for potential inclusion in historic districts.  However, this structure cannot wait for this 
comprehensive study, because it is under a demolition delay that expires in May 2023.  Therefore, 
the Commission has chosen to immediately study this structure, and plans to study the others in 
these categories next year.  Due to its distance from the current Salem Village Historic District, it 
is not being added to that District, but is instead being established as a single-property historic 
district. 
 
 The boundaries of the James Putnam Jr. House Historic District correspond to the present 
parcel for the house, identified as the Town of Danvers assessor’s parcel Map 34, Lot 3, addressed 
42 Summer Street.  The boundaries also correspond to the most recent deed for the property 
recorded at Southern Essex Registry of Deeds Book 40657, Page 600.  The local historic district 
designation will include the entire lot of land. 
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Map of the Proposed James Putnam Jr. Historic District 
 

42 Summer Street 
 

 
 

Map of the Proposed James Putnam Jr. House Historic District 
North is up. 

 
 

 
The James Putnam Jr. House Historic District will be a single-property district at 
42 Summer Street, Assessor’s parcel listing Map 34 Lot 03. 
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Property Index 
 
 
Parcel 
Number 

Street 
Address 

Inventory 
Form in 
MACRIS 

Construction 
Date 

Historic Name Architectural 
Style 

034 003 42 Summer 
Street 

DAN.77 c. 1715 James Putnam 
Jr. House 

First Period / 
Second Period 

 
Total Properties to Include:  1 
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Addition to Current By-Law 
 
 
The Danvers Historic District By-law will be amended to add this parcel at 42 Summer Street to  
the current By-law adopted in 1974, likely under Section 3 (Historic District) and/or Section 11 
(Effective Date). [Danvers General By-laws, Historic District By-law] 
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Historic Maps 
 
 
 

 
 

Portion of the John W. Proctor map "Danvers," 1832. 
Collection of the Danvers Archival Center. 

North is up. 
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Portion of the H. McIntyre "Map of the Town of Danvers," 1852. “J A Putnam formerly the Residence of Hon. T. 
Pickering” is 42 Summer Street, while W. Lander is what became “Oak Knoll.”  

 Collection of the Danvers Archival Center. 
North is up. 
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Portion of the D. G. Beers "Danvers" map, 1872. 
Collection of the Danvers Archival Center. 

North is up. 
 
 
 

 
 

Portion of the George H. Walker map "Town of Danvers," 1884. 
Collection of the Danvers Archival Center. 

North is up. 
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Portion of the L. J. Richards map "Town of Danvers," 1897. 
Collection of the Danvers Archival Center. 

North is up. 
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Historic Images 
 
 

 
 

Two round amateur “snapshot” photographs of the Putnam house made in 
December 1889 with the newly invented Kodak Box Camera.  Collection of the Danvers Archival Center. 
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The Putnam-Pickering House ca. 1890.  Collection of the Danvers Archival Center. 

 
 
 
 

 
The house located on narrow, unpaved Summer Street.  Collection of the Danvers Archival Center. 
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An article from “Pencil Points” in November 1938.  Collection of the Danvers Archival Center. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Early 20th century post card.  Collection of the Danvers Archival Center. 
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Corner framework of "First Period" second floor.  Photos by Richard B. Trask in July 1978. 
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"Georgian" paneling in the "new" section of the house.  Photos by Richard B. Trask in July 1978. 
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By the 1930s the “Putnam Lodge” (at left) was independent of the house (hidden by the trees at right). 
This scene is taken from the backyard parking area.  Menu & photo from collection of the Danvers Archival Center. 
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1950s News clippings.   Collection of the Danvers Archival Center. 

 



34 
 

Current Photographs 
 
 
   

 
 

From demolition application. February 2022. 
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From demolition application. February 2022. 
 
 
 

 
 

From demolition application. February 2022. 
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From demolition application. February 2022. 
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