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Meeting Minutes of January 6, 2022 

 

All members of the Board were in attendance and staff members Judith Ryan, Public Health 

Nurse; Aaron Henry, Director of Land Use & Community Services and Alicia Linehan, Clerk. 

1. Administrative 
 

a) Notice of the meeting as posted by the Town Clerk 
 

b) The minutes of November 9th and December 23rd where meetings were approved as 
written. 

 
The Board voted unanimously via roll call on a motion from Dr.  Djoko and seconded by Mrs. 
Laffy to accept the November 9, 2021, and the December 23, 2021, with the correction of the 
date, minutes as written.  
 

2. Tobacco Violation – City Smoke Shop, 136 Andover Street, Danvers, MA 
 

In attendance for this violation were Joyce Redford, Director of North Shore/Cape Ann 
Tobacco Policy Program; DJ Wilson, MA Tobacco Control Director; Nilesh Patel, Owner and 
owner’s counsel, Attorney David Madoff. 
 
Attorney Madoff explained that the basis for the appeal was explained in a December 10th 
letter sent to the Town.  Patel received a notice on December 6, 2021, alleging a violation on 
November 19, 2021, stating that the act constituting the violation was flavored vaping 
products.  The violation is a 10 CMR 665.10D which prohibits the sale of flavored tobacco 
product.  The violation asserts that City Smoke wrongfully sold Delta 8.  But this is neither a 
tobacco product nor flavored.  Tobacco product is defined in Section 665 as a product 
containing, made or derived from tobacco or nicotine.  Delta 8 is made from hemp which is 
not a tobacco nor a nicotine product.  Also flavored product is defined as a tobacco flavored 
product or component or there of that contains a constituent that has or produces a 
characterizing flavor which Delta 8 does not.  It is a strain of hemp that contains no flavor 
constituents or add ins.  They are aware of the issue and have received letters from the Delta 
8 suppliers used by City Smoke indicating that the product does meet the definition. 
 
Mr. Patel stated that following the inspection by Redford, he was notified that selling Delta 8 
products was not permitted. After speaking to Ms. Redford, the product was immediately 
removed from his shelves. He was unsure why he is being fined under the tobacco law because 
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this product does not contain tobacco, and according to the manufacturing letter, it is not 
flavored.  Patel asked for a warning rather than a fine and a suspension.   
 
Ms. Redford gave some history of the labor restrictions in the State of MA and the products 
to the Board, which dates to September of 2019.  This is when the Governor enacted a ban on 
all flavored vape because of the incidents that were happening around the state and around 
the country.  On this date the Governor banned the sale of flavored tobacco and any products 
which were vapable.  This was in place until January 25, 2020, when the legislature enacted 
the flavored ban that is currently in place.  Effective immediately on January 25, 2020, the 
flavored part of the state law was continued.  In addition, letters were sent to the merchants, 
however it would be the owners’ responsibility to know which items fall under this law. 
 
On April 1, 2020, City Smoke Shop a complaint was received prior to an inspection conducted 
by Ms. Redford that they were operating after the Governor’s emergency ban on nonessential 
establishments because of Covid.  The windows of the shop were all blacked out and, But Patel 
was in fact operating his business with dark windows and a sign stating, “curbside pickup”.  He 
had been informed of the cease and desist which was sent out to all adult establishments that 
they were nonessential.  He made the decision that he was essential by bringing in candy and 
soda which are nonessential items.  His argument was that he was operating as a convenient 
store which his permit did not allow. He did close and there were several correspondences 
between Ms. Redford, Mark Carleo, the previous Board of Health Director, and Mr. Patel’s 
attorney back in April of 2020.  No fines were levied upon him at that time, but certainly could 
have been.  He had flavored products in the store at this time which should have been 
removed as far back as September 2019.   
 
An inspection was conducted on July 15, 2020, of Patel’s establishment of which he was selling 
flavored tobacco products, blunt wraps which are banned locally, flavored cigarillos, CBD 
which is not only vapable but a hemp product.  Patel was fined for this as a first offence, and 
the fine was paid.   
 
State law came in on June 1, 2020, so the above first offence was only one month after.  A 
mailing was sent out in April 2020, another was sent in May 2020 to all establishments under 
16 municipalities that contained a visual training tool explaining products that what and would 
not be allowed for sale.   
 
On November 14, 2021, the inspector found the Delta 8 products were flavored, and Mr. Patel 
had informed him that this could be a problem.  Ms. Redford returned with Sgt. Baldassare 
and conducted an inspection, and the Delta 8 products were within the establishment.  This is 
a controlled product and does not qualify for hemp because it’s a synthetic. But once 
manipulated, the content of THC changes and therefore not a legal product. 
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Mr. Wilson stated that the flavor tobacco regulation starts out with mean tobacco product. 
The tobacco product definition, the first 4 lines talk about conventional products that have 
tobacco or nicotine, cigars, chew, that kind of thing.  Then it goes into electronic cigarettes, 
electronic cigars, electronic pipes, electronic nicotine delivery systems or any other similar 
products that rely upon vaporization or aerosolization regardless of nicotine content in the 
product.  The state legislature approved the state law and they included in that broad term, 
the including vitamin B-12 vape, CBD, hemp, anything that can be vaped is under the 
jurisdiction if flavored.  Going back to the flavored tobacco product it does state that it has a 
characterizing flavor.  This qualified as flavored in a court under the same jurisdiction. 
Manufactures removed the wording but then used colors to identify the flavors.  One way for 
the state to identify whether a product is flavored or not is through the manufacturers letter.  
Wilson found it interesting that the manufacturer gave Mr. Patel a letter, which are usually for 
tobacco products.  The question was asked is there a bottom-line number that identifies 
whether these products are flavored.  And there isn’t, but the inspectors are very educated on 
these items.  
 
Attorney Madoff stated that Mr. Patel is being asked to close for a week under this 2nd violation 
when he is expected to identify if something is flavored, when in fact these are tricky to most.  
His client did get a letter from the manufacturer stating that it was not a flavored product.  If 
the Delta 8 product is identified as a flavored product and his client removed the product from 
his shelf, but to shut him down for 7 days on this analysis is not right. 
 
Mr. Wilson responded that it does come down to the characterizing definition.  There have 
been a couple of cases with items on the list as a non-flavored product and have been brought 
to The Board to conduct a sniff test and it is identified as a flavored product. 
 
Ms. Redford added that Delta 8 should not be in his establishment because it is against state 
law.  Besides that, if we’re discussing the flavor, when it states lemonade or juicy watermelon, 
those aren’t things that have to be opened to be identified as flavored products. 
 
Mr. Patel asked about the flavored products being sold in a dispensary, however he is not 
licensed as a dispensary.  Ms. Redford stated that a dispensary cannot sell CBD unless it has a 
number that is allowed above a retail level.  The Cannabis Control Commission governs this 
and doesn’t govern a regular retailer because the retailer is not supposed to carry anything 
with the THC amount that a dispensary would. Ms. Redford explained to Mr. Patel that he 
should be knowledgeable on all these products two years into his business. 
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Dr. McLaughlin asked if a retailor can contact Ms. Redford to identify whether a product can 
be sold at their establishment or not.  Ms. Redford responded that indeed they can, and some 
have. 
 
Mrs. Laffy asked if Delta 8 is a controlled substance.  And it is which means it shouldn’t be sold 
at all regardless of whether it is flavored or not.  Ms. Redford stated that because it is a 
controlled product, the police department would be the enforcer and the reason DPD 
accompanied Ms. Redford on the inspection.  He felt confident that Mr. Patel would remove 
the product which the officer inspected again on his own and they had been removed from 
the shelves.  
 
Dr. Djoko addressed Mr. Patel and Attorney Madoff, stating that as Mr. Wilson explained there 
is a difference between a tobacco and a nicotine product. The argument here is that it wasn’t 
a tobacco product and a flavored product.  With the synthetization it now becomes a tobacco 
product. Dr. Djoko asked Ms. Redford where an establishment is supposed to obtain the 
information for their products.  Redford responded that any establishment, not just adult only, 
that a manufacture can supply a letter stating that these products are legal, but it is the 
owner’s due diligence to do some search on these products, especially if they are new.  A 
simple search on Mass.gov, Delta 8, THC, is not naturally occurring in hemp except in possible 
trace amounts to produce Delta 8, THC in commercial quantities it must be derived from hemp 
synthetically.  While the 2018 Farm Bill did remove hemp from the controlled substance act it 
did not control status of synthetically derived cannabinoids, thus Delta 8 THC remains a 
controlled substance regardless of the source. As a result, the state does not allow hemp 
derivative Delta 8 products to be processed or sold in MA.  Ms. Redford told the Board that 
the otis is on the owners to educate themselves on anything coming into their establishment 
because they are products that aren’t regulated from the FDA.  One such product is Kratom 
which has been proven to be a danger, even causing deaths.  The local Board of Health could 
choose to regulate it out of the town. 
 
Ms. Redford explained that training is available, signage is provided, and proper products are 
discussed during visits.  The owners must know Federal and State Laws as well as local 
regulations or ordinances as it pertains to them.   She also explained that a manufacturer’s 
letter is not always the best guide because they are not only looking to sell a product, but not 
always familiar with the State and local laws and regulations.  Ms. Redford stated that the 
Delta 8 is banned in MA as a controlled substance and as a flavored product that’s vapable. 
This is contained in the State law which was sent to each establishment before it came into 
effect in June.  And these establishments received additional information because of what had 
been in place since September 2019. 
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Dr. Djoko asked Mr. Patel asked if the products were removed after the inspection on 
November 14, 2021.  Mr. Patel responded that they were removed at the first inspection.  He 
did supply the manufacturers letters and stated that he was not aware that he was under 
violation.  Dr. Djoko stated that the inspection was conducted on November 14th, but the 
officer visited the establishment on November 19th and the product was still on the shelf.  Ms. 
Redford explained that inspection on November 14th was conducted by another inspector who 
indicated that she thought this product should be removed because it was flavored.  When 
they revisited on November 19th, the product was still on the shelves.   
 
Dr. Djoko is not for these products but does have sympathy for Mr. Patel that the 
manufacturers letters state that they are not flavored.  But not knowing the law is not an 
excuse either.  Ms. Redford told the Board that prior to the inspection Mr. Patel did not have 
a manufacturers letter.  But if it states vape and lemonade flavor, then clearly it is not to be 
sold in the establishment.  And Mr. Patel’s concern that day was that he did not think Ms. 
Redford governed hemp. 
 
Mrs. Lally stated that even with the manufacturers letter, the flavors listed are pancakes, pb&j, 
strawberry.  Not sure how one would not see this as not being flavored.  If this is what is 
labeled on the product being sold, then it is clearly flavored.   
 
Dr. McLaughlin added that the product itself is illegal. Ms. Redford reminded the Board that 
the flavor is their jurisdiction. 
 
Dr. Djoko stated that the Delta 8 is a flavored vapable product and against State law and local 
regulations.  
 
Attorney Madoff asked if the suspension be reconsidered. However, State Law is a fine of 
$2,000.00 and a 7-day suspension.  Dr. Djoko confirmed that the regulation includes both the 
fine and the suspension. 
 
Dr. McLaughlin stated that it is the owner’s obligation to confirm that the manufacturers 
information is correct. 
 
MOTION:  Dr. Djoko move forward to impose the violation as set by the Town; Mrs. Lally 
seconded; all in favor 
 
The motion was unanimously approved via roll call vote 
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3. COVID-19 updates/Disease surveillance/Clinics 
 

Nurse Ryan gave a report for non-covid – 1 Hep C; 23 influenza which is more than usual for 
this year and increase from last month, and all have been A strain; and 1 varicella 
 
Covid – Booster clinics are being conducted for adults; majority are Moderna clinics.  Working 
with Cataldo to open a testing site in Danvers.  There was one scheduled for Saturday, but that 
one has been cancelled due to the predicted snow.  Testing all over has been difficult, but the 
state has lifted the requirements. So instead stating that testing is required, it is recommended 
and test, when possible, when coming out of quarantine.  
 
Covid Numbers – 494 cases for this week (Thursday to Thursday) & 467 the previous week.  A 
chart was shared from September until today.  The difference between last year currently is 
that it was in the facilities, not the majority this year.  It is spread out in the community, lots 
of children or in businesses.  Those in the hospital are the unvaccinated. 
 
Dr. Djoko commented that it is amazing how the cases are increasing. In October there were 
190 cases, November 286 cases and from last week alone almost 500 cases.  The problem even 
if only 12% of people in the hospital with Covid they are using almost 40% of the hospital 
resources.  The nurse taking care of this patient, can’t take care of the other 4 patients. She 
also must change of her attire just to go in and out of the room.   
 
Dr. McLaughlin added that in other parts of the country the cases are even higher, New York 
reported 50,000 cases. It is also making waiting time at the hospitals longer for those trying to 
be seen for other medical conditions. This will affect those with heart disease, etc. Dr.  
McLaughlin shared an article that there have been over 1,000 pediatric deaths in the last 6 
months which is a lot when children are the most resilient. 
 
The case numbers reported do not include home testing positive numbers if they are not 
taking a PCR test. So, the numbers being reported are significantly lower. 
 

4. Public Comments/Questions: 
 
The Board requested that all those making comments or asking questions are either Danvers 
residents or businesses. Those from other Cities or Towns should be addressing with their 
own Boards. 
 
Mark Smith, Danvers resident, gave a brief statement, first quoting from Martin Luther King.  
He then stated the 3 lies used, first is masks which were never designed or capable of slowing 
the spread of disease, a symbol of obedience of censorship breaking the social bond of 
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people, not allowing the soul to express itself.  There are countless studies that show masks 
do not protect an individual nor a community from viral infection or transmission. The latest 
study from TH Chan School of Public Health Department at Harvard confirming this truth.  
Masks in fact reduce the health, reduce the oxygen in our body, increase carbon dioxide 
causing hypercapnia, neurological problems and further one’s chances for becoming sick 
acutely and chronically by allowing harmful bacteria build up.  Secondly testing was supposed 
to be a way out of the pandemic.  The PCR test was invented by Dr. Carrie Millis which was 
designed to test to study HIV and AIDS, not designed to diagnose viral infection.  He made it 
clear right up until his death that the test was being misused by Dr. Fouche.  Lots of things 
are listed in Dr. Millis’ book about Dr. Fouche such as AZT was a known chemotherapy drug, 
too strong of a drug which was rejected by the American Cancer institute.  But Dr. Fouche 
was using it to treat AIDS patients, misuse of the drug.  PCR cannot diagnose viral infection. 
The CDC just confirmed this by removing emergency use authorization of the PCR effective 
December 31, 2021, because it cannot differentiate between COVID-19 and Influenza.   What 
happened with the Flu last year? Miraculously it disappeared.  Calling a positive case is a 
violation of science, medical fraud.  A case is a laboratory confirmed illness, confirmed with a 
culture from a pure isolated virus.  Thirdly the vaccine. These investigational experimental 
new biological products that hijack the software of life by injecting into our natural bodies, a 
synthetic genetically engineered modified instructing ourselves to produce a protein that is 
pathogenic, despite proteins shown in the genetic RNA have been shown to cause vascular 
and neurological damage to the body.  As such our bodies natural system recognizes and 
attacks the protein as any cells that are generating the proteins.  This is what is known as self-
attack, an autoimmune disease.  We are instructing healthy bodies to attack themselves. 
 
Dr. McLaughlin responded by stating that most of the information quoted by Mr. Smith was 
incorrect. Djoko also responded that the Mr. Smith was out of order, inaccurate, and 
personally takes offense to the manner Martin Luther King was quoted.  And finds it very 
offensive that discussion the words slave, or people who are obedient, or an apartheid state 
are used.  This is no way to quote Martin Luther King who was one of the champions of civil 
right and liberty in our nation. 
 
Leanne Kennelly stated that on December 23, 2021, the Danvers Board of Health convened 
an emergency meeting because a rise in positive cases of Covid-19.  During this meeting the 
Board decided to the implement an indoor mask mandate.  As a Danvers resident, I have 
numerous concerns not only with the mandate itself but also with the manner of which it was 
implemented.  The current mask mandate is an all or nothing approach which does not allow 
for medical exemption or other exemptions for those who can’t wear masks for various 
reasons.  This must be amended.  Age 2 and up is restricted as it gets. The mask mandate 
implemented in the early part of the pandemic by Governor Baker allowed for parents’ 
discretion. Tell me why the Danvers Board of Health in a time where vaccines are widely 
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available and are meant to be our way out of the pandemic and given Danvers above rate 
average vaccination rates.  Why does the Board of Health now feel they need to get more 
restrictive by implementing such a sweeping mandate exclusive of exemptions and inclusive 
of the youngest members of our community?  Where is the science in this?  Even the world 
health organization doesn’t recommend masking for children under age 6.  At some point, 
our youngest and most vulnerable citizens are going to have a much worse pandemic to 
contend with by way of a mental health crisis.  Each year in November to December 
timeframe we enter a period that is well known to incur a higher rate of illness, knows as flu 
season.  Are we really surprised that rates of positivity for COVID are rising in this already 
heightened period of illness?   When will stop looking at rates of positivity and address only 
the real crux of the issue of this pandemic, serious illness, and death?  We cannot keep 
implementing mask mandates each time there are a period of spikes in positive cases. Healthy 
people should not wear masks and if one is sick, they should be staying at home.  She would 
like the Board to address what constituted an emergency meeting on December 23, 2021.  
And if the Board waited two more weeks, it would have allowed for public comment.  In the 
early portion of the pandemic there was a lack of knowledge, but we are now two years into 
this pandemic with much more wisdom and information.  We need to learn to live with this 
virus smartly and not jump to an emergency any time there are positive cases.  Many people 
testing positive have zero symptoms, which is not an emergency.  As a concerned citizen of 
the Town Kennelly will be taking a much more active approach in these meetings to be sure 
all Boards/Commissions are acting on the interest of the residents and not their own opinions 
and feelings. 
 
Dr. McLaughlin stated that masks have been shown to reduce the spread of COVID, but they 
are not perfect.  Children are not damaged intellectually, physically, or emotionally by 
wearing masks.  In his experience, they are more eager to wear them than their parents are. 
They do not cause lack of physical damage, hypercapnia, low oxygen, increase in infection. It 
prevents you from giving other people the infections that you have without realizing it.  The 
fact that you are A Symptomatic is the danger because it can be passed to others who aren’t 
vaccinated.  There was a great incline of cases last week, more than the past two months so 
this would be an emergency.  The Board is an appointed volunteered Board and work for the 
betterment of most of the people of Danvers. There are always those who disagree, but to 
say that the Board does not agree with them does not indicate that the Board is not acting in 
the best interest of the residents of Danvers. 
 
Mr. Henry placed a call to the Attorney General’s office prior to the meeting held on 
December 23, 2021, to ensure that the meeting could be posted inside of the 48 hours.  This 
was approved by the Attorney General’s Office.  It was an unusual circumstance based on the 
number of cases the Public Health/Board of Health were seeing. 
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Molly Henry wanted an explanation not only on the mask mandate but why there was an 
emergency meeting.  She would like to see the document from the AG meeting. Surrounding 
towns such as Beverly, Peabody, Salem, have a higher case counts but still held a scheduled 
meeting with public comments.  Also confused why local businesses weren’t notified of the 
mask mandate, but only posted on social media and then took a two-week hiatus.  There shall 
be no delegation of medical services to an individual who is not licensed by those firms in MA.  
Masks are defined as PPE by the CDC therefore any business cannot enforce such a mandate 
without a medical license.  The responsibility rests solely on the Board of Health.  Civil Rights 
Act of 1964 Title ii, unlawful to discriminate in a place of public accommodations.  These are 
defined as anything from restaurants, hotels, retail stores, museums, libraries, daycares.  
Local business cannot be expected to enforce the mandate.  All businesses should be supplied 
a phone number to the Board of Health inspectors so that they may report any incidences.  
Businesses cannot ask for exemptions or disabilities that prevent a person from wearing a 
mask.  There are so many fallacies on this mandate.  The board is encouraging a volatile 
environment of people with fear. The businesses that she has been in contact with are not 
happy with the mandate on Christmas Eve some of the business’s busiest days.  The reality 
of this mandate is that they will lose business, employees, and deal with confrontation.  They 
still have not been contacted and the expectation was that social media handle the 
communication.  The Governor is not even interested in placing a mandate on a statewide 
basis.  A mask mandate was issued last fall because there were no other options.  Does the 
Board need the residents to step in and remove the mandate?  The residents and businesses 
have had enough. 
 
Ashley Malloy stated that by virtue of possessions this Board neither possess the expertise 
nor the authority to force the use of any product or medical device under emergency use 
authorization in a population of 28,000 people. The Board has never acknowledged that mask 
is UA, nor has they educated the public or businesses on the long or short scope of risks and 
benefits, the majority of which are still unknown.  There are significant mental health impacts 
in children, speech cognitive developmental.  The lack of transparencies deprives residents 
of the ability to exercise confirmed consent or right of refusal as in federal law.  Throughout 
the pandemic most of the transmission has occurred through private residences, among 
people who gather.  Not in stores where people are constantly on the move.  And forcing 
people to wear a mask from the door of a restaurant to their table where they will spend an 
hour mask less, eating and drinking is scientifically assigned.  At this point the tools against 
COVID are available for free to the public.  Face and mask mandates passports are not 
mearing any better than those allowing citizens freedom of choice. The statistical data is 
available for those to backcheck.  And finally, the notion that we are all in this together that 
this is a public health crisis and needs to be done for the greater good is well past its time.  
Asking the board to rescind this mask mandate. 
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Sandy Francischini is trying to understand what constituted the Board of Health to make the 
determination that an emergency meeting was needed when there was no emergency at the 
state or local level that would have warranted such.  Emergency meetings are defined by the 
open meeting laws as a sudden or generally unexpected occurrence or set of circumstances 
demanding immediate actions.  An increase in illness during the winter months with faulty 
tests that cannot distinguish between Influenza, colds and COVID is not unexpected or 
sudden.  High cases do not equate to high hospitalizations or high death rates. The Town has 
not supplied residents with sufficient information regarding the need for the emergency 
meeting.  The Town website does not indicate the full spectrum of COVID statistics in the 
Town.  Other Towns such as Gloucester, Rockport and Beverly have quite a bit of information 
that residents and business owners can obtain and review.  Correspondence should be sent 
to all residents and business to be sure that all are notified.  And to indicate that these were 
sent is punitive just adds to the frustration of being heard.  Asked why the Board felt that a 
mask mandate would be the best answer.   This tactic has been tried before and it hasn’t 
solved, cured or did away with the virus.  This virus will stick around and thankfully has been 
weakening into an endemic.  We need to learn to live the virus, continue our lives and live 
on.  Wearing masks will not change the outcome.  It hasn’t done so previously.  Masks should 
be a choice and let residents and business owners have a say, force is not the answer.  Thank 
you for your time. 
 
Walter Mallon is a Danvers resident and Senior Health and Safety Official for a large company 
in MA. Paper masks are primarily ineffective, about 11% effective of trapping airborne 
containments or an 89% it isn’t going to work. The N95 masks in a controlled environment on 
a clean-shaven person who has been fitted and cleared to the wear the mask, they are about 
95% effective.  If there is scarring or facial hair can’t ensure a proper seal of the mask which 
obviously decreases its effectiveness. A mandate will not solve the problem and instead 
better communication to residents that if they’re sick stay away.  If not comfortable being 
around people, one should wear a mask.  Personal Protective Equipment is not to protect 
others but to protect the one who wears it.  Thank you for time. 
 
Jim Morose is a Town Meeting Member who has been receiving calls regarding the mask 
mandate.  He would like to follow science, observable, repeatable, measurable, and counted.  
The science being followed is broken into the blue states and the red states.  The CDC has 
admitted that the tests are coming up false positive, and these tests will come up positive for 
the flu or any virus.  The Board should be allowing public comment.  The question was asked 
what number of the hospitalized are unvaccinated and where are these numbers obtained.   
 
Dr. McLaughlin responded that nationwide 97% of those hospitalized are unvaccinated. 
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Erica Hardenstine stated that a pediatrician should not being making a blanket statement that 
no child is not impacted by wearing a mask.  Had sent an email to Ade Solarin back in 
November requesting the number of breaks through cases but never received a response.  
The email asked that he address at that evening’s school committee meeting the facts quoted 
at the September school committee meeting. He stated that tracking of break through cases 
became too difficult because it would take hours and hours because it would entail accessing 
each patient’s medical records. She asked that isn’t it true by using the Maven system, Public 
Health is able to report the vaccination status as well as any COVID infection information of 
a currently positive case.  I understand that this report is readily available. If unaware of the 
report, then maybe reaching out to local DPH administrators to find the means to track and 
report on this information.  This community has been publicly requesting this information 
since August.  These would allow decisions to be made accordingly not just certain 
information for one narrative.  Told by a local BOH Nurse that this information is readily 
available.   
 
Mr. Henry responded that we are not processing through Maven but instead through the 
state’s website. They are not making it easy to process through that system and there are 
other communities who are requesting that data as well.  Some of what is being reported into 
that system is not within a digestible manner.  It would require going through each individual 
case to determine whether they have received their vaccines and then cross reference in 
another database whether they are currently COVID positive and when those dates matched 
up.  With over 1,000 cases that is a lot of manpower and the BOH Nurse is already working 
65 hours a week. 
 
Dr. McLaughlin are affected by masks, but they will readily accept them.  There are children 
with special needs that have great difficulty, and we are sensitive to that.  But most children 
can wear a mask without too much trouble.   
 
Dr. Djoko made a comment thanking all the residents for their comments. It is important that 
you are heard, and he sympathizes with them.  This has been tough for all of us.  When in a 
situation, looking at the public health, there is a finite between personal choices and public 
health.  And there is no choice but to prevent, protect, and promote. This is the sole purposes 
of the mask mandate in an emergency meeting on December 23, 2021.  It will be ascended 
as soon as possible.  And there are exemptions.  This will be reviewed constantly to be sure 
it will be ascended as soon as possible. This decision was made solely for the public health 
and for no other reason.  These are difficult decisions that are affecting many people. And 
some businesses had requested this a long time ago, but at the time the cases were not high 
as now.  We care and we ask for your patience to get through this together.  And spend more 
time on the risk of contracting COVID rather than wearing a mask.  There are some long-term 
effects of this virus, such as cardiac issues. 
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Per Dr. McLaughlin’s request, Mr. Henry gave a brief status of the lumbering business from 
Great Rock Church.  Mr. Solarin, previous Director, contracted with Weston & Sampson which 
included zoning, fire, health, nuisances, based on several complaints from that activity.  The 
submitted report pertained mostly to zoning violations and fire code problems.  There is a 
meeting scheduled for Monday to decide on a path moving forward.  But because they are a 
religious institution, they are afforded certain protections from the Town’s zoning bylaws.  
Most of the flaws at the site have nothing to do with zoning but to do with life safety issues 
regulated by other codes.  Pursuing remediation on that front that could culminate on 
something akin to site plan approval where they would be required to submit a document 
addressing the fire and building code issues observed.  Also, in a manner that respects the 
Conservation Commission jurisdiction which this logging business abuts.  While also 
respecting what the neighbors require for livability.  Mr. Henry will have more information 
following Monday’s meeting. 
 
With no further business at hand, the Board adjourned at 8:20pm.   
 
Respectfully submitted for your approval 
 
 
 
Aaron Henry 
Director of Land Use & Community Services 
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