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Meeting Minutes of August 11, 2022 

 

All members of the Board were in attendance and staff members Judith Ryan, Public Health 

Nurse; Frank Giacalone, Director of Public Health and Alicia Linehan, Clerk. 

1. ADMINISTRATIVE 
 

1.1 Notice of the meeting as posted by the Town Clerk 
1.2 Approval of Minutes from June 2, 2022, approved with some changes. 

 
2. NEW BUSINESS 
 

2.1 Jasmine A. Ramon, Director of Equity and Inclusion, attended the public hearing to 
introduce herself to the Board.  She joined the Town mid-May to support the those who 
work or live for/in Town, the library, and schools. There are three main pieces to her role, 
education, policies and procedures, and discrimination and bias.   

 
Ramon has met with the LGBT youth, specifically those in high school, to discuss what 
they are experiencing and feeling daily.  The feedback she has received is that these 
students often feel unsafe.  Similarly in a discussion with the Infinity Group of Color, they 
are experiencing daily racism.  Ramon asked the Board to hold a joint meeting with The 
Human Rights and Inclusion Committee on these issues because they can affect both 
mental health and physical well-being, impacts that pertain to Public Health.  The Board 
agreed to participate in these meetings. 

 
Ramon is also working with reactivating the Disability Commission.   The focus would be 
on a broader scope other than just the physical disability which is historically with ADA.  
It would also include mental health and wellness. 
 
The topic of Monkeypox was raised as a discussion item, not only for LGBT youth, but 
amongst the youth in general.  The majority of reported MPV cases are currently in males, 
occurring most among males who identified themselves as gay, bisexual, and other men 
who have sex with men.  However, any person, regardless of their gender identity or 
sexual orientation, can acquire and spread monkeypox.  Transmission is also occurring in 
urban areas and in other social and sexual networks.  Recent reports have noted that 
children with no known epidemiological link to confirmed cases have also been affected.  
Information provided by the State was posted on social media.     
 
Nurse Ryan stated there are 174 cases within MA, some of which have affected children.  
It is important to educate the public because it is not just a sexually transmitted disease.  
And can be transmitted through close contact such as hugging or touching, or through 
bed linens or clothing.   Those close contacts on the North Shore who have been contacted 
by Public Health, believe this is a hoax.  The isolation period can be 2-4 weeks for those 
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who have the disease.  There is no isolation or quarantine period for a close contact.  
Incubation is up to 21 days.  In the past, the symptoms were fever, aches and sore throat 
followed by a rash. However, many recent cases are now experiencing a rash prior to the 
other symptoms.  There are two different vaccines available but are prioritized for 
individuals who are close contacts due to supply availability.  The Town has not had an 
open forum to the public because sometimes there is a stigma attached to the topic.  One 
suggestion was to hold a conversation on Danvers Cable Access Television. 
 
Ramon will be incorporating an awareness calendar and would like to align Public Health 
topics with specific awareness months/days.  

 
3. PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICES 
 

Infectious Diseases 
 
Brucellosis – 1 case, this is usually transmitted through unpasteurized milk. 
Campylobacteriosis – 1 case in June, 2 cases in July (1 was out the country) 
Hepatitis C – 1 case, chronic not acute so no investigation necessary. 
Lyme disease – 3 cases 
Tuberculosis – 3 cases 
 
Denga fever – being revoked because it was a past infection.   The IGM was negative and 
the IGG was positive which means it was a past infection. 
 
Covid Update 
 
The numbers were high in July but have begun to decrease.  There were 26 cases, 2 
children and 24 adults.     
 
Received a Monkeypox close contact case.  The person shared an office with an individual 
who was positive with the disease.  This is an intermediate to low-risk case due to the 
duration of time and space to the positive case.  The disease can be spread through 
respiratory droplets or exposure in an enclosed area for three plus hours without a mask.  
Two cases of children contacting this disease through the parents, confirming that this is 
not just transmitted sexually.    
 

3.1 Public Health Nurse Report  
 

Danvers received the SPF sunscreen dispensers and liquid sunscreen.  They have been 
installed at Endicott Park and Popes Landing.  Nurse Ryan is working with DPW to also get 
them installed in other areas of Town.    
 
Public Health will receive 500 kits that contain SPF lip balm, bracelets and frisbees that 
turn purple when sunscreen needs to be applied or reapplied.  
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A dementia training was held on August 25th with eight nurses in attendance.   Another 
training session will be conducted for school nurses.  These training sessions are a 
requirement for their license, but it may also be beneficial if they are working with 
students who have a grandparent or other relative with dementia.   
 
Conducting another blood pressure clinic at the senior center. 
 

3.2 Giacalone distributed public releases from the Salem and Peabody Boards of Health 
pertaining to abortion rights.  The Board did not feel it necessary to release a public health 
statement now that the Governor signed a bill to protect access to the procedure.   
 

4 ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH 
 

4.1 The Public Health department has been receiving a lot of rat complaints especially around 
Endicott Park and the river area.  Other towns are looking into these new rat traps which 
electrocutes the rat and then sends a notification to the pest control company.  Danvers 
is not receiving enough complaints to participate in this procedure.   

 
A complaint was received about a bug that hatches their eggs on Maple trees.  The 
complainant called pest control but was told the company would not treat it because this 
insect is harmless and does not spread disease. Although the bug is a nuisance, it is not a 
public health hazard so Public Health will not be taking any action. 

 
4.2 Liberty Tree Shell at 149 Endicott Street was fined and paid for their 2nd tobacco offense, 

selling to a minor.  They now need to serve the 7-day suspension. 
 

4.3 Corner Grocery Store on Hobart Street is being evicted due to the approved development. 
The owner has been promised space in the new building which might not be available for 
2-3 years.  Patel, the store owner, is concerned about keeping his tobacco permit and 
contacted the Public Health department.  He is looking for a temporary space, but it could 
take from 6 months to a year.  The Danvers Board of Health Regulations state that when 
a business is sold, the new owner has 60 days to apply for a tobacco permit.  The applicant 
must also have a non-mobile, physical location and a state tobacco license to hold a 
tobacco permit in Danvers.  However, this case is unique because the owner is being 
evicted, not selling his business.  Giacalone is meeting with him to see what his intentions 
are.  The Board would not approve holding his tobacco permit for 2-3 years.  Joyce 
Redford, Director of North Shore/Cape Ann Tobacco Policy Program, along with Patel will 
be invited to discuss tobacco permit options at the September Board of Health meeting. 
 

5 HEALTH DEPARTMENT UPDATE 
 

5.1 A breakdown of the Johnson & Johnson opioid settlement by county was distributed to 
the Board. This settlement money will be received yearly from 2022 to 2038.  The Board 
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was provided links via email, listing allowable expenditures.  Communities are being 
encouraged to collaborate on approved uses.  All money received for that year, must be 
used within that year, and cannot be banked to use later.  Any community receiving more 
than $30,000 needs to report their spending back to the state.  It must be used for 
educational purposes, treatment programs, or personnel hired pertaining to these 
programs.  It can also be used for existing programs.   
 
A few questions were raised.  If the programs need to be offered to Danvers residents 
only.  It may be offered through Danvers but could include communities within the 
collaborative.  And whether the money would offset the Public Health budget.  It would 
not because the funds need to be placed in a general fund, spent on opioid related 
programs, and proof of spending must be provided to the State annually. 
 
The Board agrees this should be a collaborative effort amongst the communities.  And 
request that Public Health check with current established organizations or resources and 
use some of their expertise.  Also focus on issues pertaining to Danvers. Fentanyl seems 
to be a big problem. It is being laced into all drugs, including marijuana.  
 

5.2 Covid test kits are still available in the Public Health Department. 
 

5.3 The Health Inspector position has been reposted to the MHOA site and colleges.   
 

6 GENERAL BOARD OF HEALTH DISCUSSION 
 

6.1 Other matters  
 

Djoko has been appointed as a full Board Member/Trustee with Mass General Salem 
Hospital.   
 
Djoko stated that he was contacted again by the resident who is concerned with the 
distance of her neighbor’s beehive to her property.  She is requesting that the Board of 
Health regulate beekeeping.  Giacalone did speak to the neighbor, a beekeeper, who had 
moved the bees further away from the resident’s property.  The Board agreed that 
because beekeeping falls under the Department of Agricultural Resources and a 
protected, they would not regulate it.  Giacalone will be sure that Zoning requires 
setbacks.     
 
Giacalone brought to the attention of the Board that the permitting of dumpsters is in the 
Board of Health Regulations, but fee was never set.  Not sure why they fall under our 
regulations because restaurant dumpsters are required through the food code.  Other 
dumpsters, such as those used for construction, should not be permitted through the 
Public Health Department.  The fire department has dumpster permitting listed through 
the Town’s website.  But when Giacalone reached out to them, he was told that they 
rarely if ever issue a dumpster permit. 

http://www.danversma.gov/departments/health-department/


 

Town of Danvers 

Board of Health Dr. Thomas McLaughlin, MD 

Dutrochet Djoko, PharmD 

Sheila Laffy 
1 Sylvan Street, Danvers, Massachusetts 01923 

p: (978) 777-0001 x. 3022 | f: (978) 762-0215 
www.danversma.gov/departments/health-department/  

 

 
With no further business at hand, the Board adjourned at 8:20pm 

 
Respectfully submitted for your approval, 
 
 
 
Frank Giacalone 
Director of Public Health 
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