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Meeting Minutes of September 7, 2022 

 

All members of the Board were in attendance and staff members Judith Ryan, Public Health 

Nurse; Frank Giacalone, Director of Public Health and Alicia Linehan, Clerk. 

1. ADMINISTRATIVE 
 

1.1 Notice of the meeting as posted by the Town Clerk 
1.2 Approval of Minutes from August 11, 2022, not ready for approval. 

 
2. NEW BUSINESS 
 

2.1 Govind Pate, owner of the Corner Grocery store, and his son, Attorney Tejas Patel, 
attended the public hearing to request an extension of their current tobacco permit.  They 
have resided at 1 Hobart Street since 1997 but are being evicted from the location by 
October 1st due to development plans for this area.  The developer has offered them 1,200 
square foot of space in the new building, but it may take up to 3 years before they are 
able to vacate.  And the decision to return will depend on the rate of the new rent.  In the 
meantime, Patel is looking to be operational and seeking space as soon as possible.  They 
have concerned a few locations, one on another section of Hobart Street and the other 
on Elm Street. 

 
Joyce Redford, Director North Shore/Cape Ann Tobacco Policy Program, was in 
attendance and explained to the Board that if the Patels were to relocate the business, 
they would be required to reapply because tobacco permits are tied to the business 
address.  This is very important because the Department of Revenue has inspectors 
checking that all receipts match the address on the permit. The Town of Danvers has a 
retiring cap on tobacco permits, which means if the business is dormant for 60 days, then 
the permit is retired from this business and returned to the Town. And if the 
establishment were to remain in the same location, but sold to a new owner, the new 
owner would have 60 days to apply for the tobacco permit. If they fail to do so, then the 
permit is returned to the Town.  However, in this case, the Patels are being forced out of 
their location.   The concern would be how long it may take for the Patels to find a 
temporary location. 
 
Patel is asking the Board for time to find a temporary location and the ability to transfer 
the tobacco permit to the relocation.  He is requesting that he be allowed to hold on to 
the permit for at least 12 months.  Redford suggested that the Patels renew the State 
tobacco permit, which expires in September and is good for 2 years, then apply for the 
local permit with Danvers Board of Health.   
 
Per the request of the Board, Giacalone will check with Town Counsel if this extension is 
in line with the Town’s regulations so that they are not setting a precedence.   
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Motion:  The Board voted unanimously to extend the permit for 14 months, this includes 
October to December 2022, and the annual renewal for 2023.  The applicant would be 
required to notify the Board in September 2023 if they have not found a new location.   
 

2.2 Joyce Redford suggested that the Board change the local regulations of the fine for 1st 
tobacco violation offense of a minor because the State law requires the Board to include 
a suspension. A 2nd offence is a fine of $2,000 with a 7-day suspension and a 3rd offense 
is a $5,000 fine with a 30-day suspension.  This can be just a vote on the number of days 
the Board agrees to suspend sales of tobacco on the 1st offense. Redford will review the 
local regulations, highlight, and recommend updates which will be distributed to the 
Board for next meeting. 
 
She informed the Board that the collaborative met due to several changes in Lynn, where 
she has resided for the past 12 years. The city decided they no longer wanted to host the 
MA Department of Public Health, so she will be relocating to Salem.     
 

3. PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICES 
 

Infectious Diseases 
 
Hepatitis C – 1 case confirmed, 2 cases probable 
Lyme disease – 4 cases 
Tuberculosis – 3 cases 
 
Covid Update 
 
Steady at 6.1% positivity rate, in the last week 134 cases.  
 

3.1 Public Health Nurse Report  
 

The SPF sunscreen dispensers have been installed.  The ingredient stickers, which contain 
a survey, need to be placed on each dispenser.  Once the weather starts to get cold, the 
sunscreen and batteries will be removed. 
 
Danvers Cares first meeting of the year will be in two weeks. Nurse Ryan will discuss with 
the group the Opioid Grant issued to Danvers.  She will also work with some of the 
Community members for needs to spend the grant money. 
 
Dementia training was conducted on August 25th with six nurses in attendance.   This will 
be the last one for the nurses.  School nurses who were unable to attend this one, will 
receive a scaled down, under 3-hour, training.  
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The first Influenza Clinic is September 28th, another is scheduled on October 5th at the 
Senior Center.  There will be more scheduled in the coming months. 
 
The Public Health Department will be presenting at the Citizens Academy Program in 
November.     
 
Essex Tech and Danvers High School freshman classes put on a block party in Danvers 
Square last night.  All donations were to support the Uvalde, Texas Community affected 
by this spring’s mass shooting.  Public Health had a table at the event, handing out free 
covid test kits, hand sanitizer, children’s masks, sun safety kits, information on ticks, 
getting rid of rodents, mixing medications with alcohol, and teen drinking and alcohol.   
  
Nurse Ryan is working with the School Superintendent to review back to school Covid 
guidelines.  An email containing the new regulations, effective August 15th , were sent to 
the Superintendent. 
 
Several local clinics have cancelled administering the Covid booster vaccine which can’t 
be used.     
 

4. ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH 
 

4.1 Sandy Beach counts have been elevated during this year’s testing.  There are two 
thresholds that need to be met.  One is the standard enterococcus count of 104, anything 
above this number fails.  Retest must be within 24 hours, and if the results are still high, 
then “Beach is Unsafe for Swimming” signs must be posted.  If the count is below 104, 
then there is no need to retest. The second criteria are the geometric mean. If it exceeds 
35 in a five-week average, then the warning needs to be posted.  Because the bacterial 
count has remained high the past few years, random testing will be conducted to 
determine which area may be contributing to these numbers.     

 
4.2 Maple Street Café, previous location of Chuck’s, has opened. IPazzi will relocate to 51 High 

Street, the old Danvers Bank location, which will include parking.  Danvers House of Pizza 
closed. A new Starbucks with drive-thru is being built at 139 Endicott Street, same lot as 
Market Basket.  Modern Butcher will be entering 36 Maple Street, old Dunkin Donuts 
location.  Aldi, small grocery store, is being built at Liberty Tree Mall, old AC Moore 
location.  

 
5. HEALTH DEPARTMENT UPDATE 
 

5.1 The Public Health permitting system has been upgraded.  With the adoption of a new 
permitting system for the Town, the annual maintenance agreement for the current 
software will not be renewed next year. Through the grant program, the Town has 
decided to use handheld Surface Pro Tablet to conduct inspections. 
 

http://www.danversma.gov/departments/health-department/


 

Town of Danvers 

Board of Health Dr. Thomas McLaughlin, MD 

Dutrochet Djoko, PharmD 

Sheila Laffy 
1 Sylvan Street, Danvers, Massachusetts 01923 

p: (978) 777-0001 x. 3022 | f: (978) 762-0215 
www.danversma.gov/departments/health-department/  

 

5.2 Giacalone met with the Chief of Police and Fire to discuss ideas for the spending money 
from the opioid settlement which is almost $180,000 this year.  Both Chiefs stated that 
the Town does not currently have an opioid problem.  There have been 9 overdoses this 
year, however all but one live in another city or town.  The focus should be on prevention 
and education, rather than investing in programs.  Any ideas for spending this money 
from the Board is welcome.   

 
5.3 Public Health still has 13 out of 56 cases of Covid-19 Test Kits available.   

 
5.4 The Health Inspector position is still open.  Other cities and towns are also having difficulty 

filling positions.  
 

6. GENERAL BOARD OF HEALTH DISCUSSION 
 

With no further business at hand, the Board adjourned at 7:30pm 
 

Respectfully submitted for your approval, 
 
 
 
Frank Giacalone 
Director of Public Health 
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