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Danvers Select Board Minutes                             August 9, 2022  

 
 
The regular meeting of the Danvers Select Board was held on Tuesday, August 9, 2022, at 6 P.M. in the Daniel J. Toomey 
Hearing Room, Town Hall, 1 Sylvan Street, Danvers. Present were Daniel C. Bennett, Chair; Maureen A. Bernard; Matthew 
E. Duggan; David A. Mills, and Gardner S. Trask III. The Pledge of Allegiance, led by Select Board member Duggan, was 
recited by all in attendance. 
 
Select Board member Mills motioned the Board to approve the Minutes of June 21, 2022, seconded by Select Board 
member Trask, and voted 5-0.   

 
New Public Business:  Precinct 7 TMM Nova Samodai questioned the Town’s water storage issues, and the Town Manager 
offered assurance that the Town is “fine right now at our primary reservoir.”  He further indicated that there are ongoing, 
long-term discussions, involving Watershed advocates and surrounding cities/towns, and exploration of options for the fu-
ture, which have logistical and regulatory issues to be considered.  The Town Manager extended his thanks to residents for 
adherence to conservation measures and to operators of the water treatment plant who are working hard behind the 
scenes, while adapting to ever-changing conditions such as pond levels and water temperatures.     
 
Precinct 1 TMM Bill Bradstreet had a number of questions related to the Town’s annual $500,000 MBTA assessment, method 
of payment, and provision of in-kind services to residents.  It was noted that the assessment is not tied to provision of 
services to any city or town but represents the Town’s share of transportation services provided throughout the Common-
wealth.  Despite the difficulties the MBTA continues to encounter, there is some favorable movement to restore the down-
town (Danvers Square) bus route, owing to aggressive action by Town officials, legislative delegation, and concerned resi-
dents (see pg. 5).  
 
A public hearing [Agenda item No. 8] was held under Chapter 138 of the General Laws on the application of American Multi-
Cinema, Inc., d/b/a AMC Theatres Liberty Tree Mall 20, 100 Independence Way, Lida Parsons, Manager, for a Change of 
Officer at that location.  Ms. Pisano, representing the applicant, was present to request a Change of Officer from John D. 
McDonald to Daniel E. Ellis, with no operational changes.  There being no discussion required, Select Board member Trask 
motioned to close the public hearing, seconded by Select Board member Bernard, and voted 5-0.  Select Board member 
Trask motioned to approve the Change of Officer as requested, seconded by Select Board member Mills, and voted 5-0. 
 
In the absence of ZBA Alternate candidate Katie Hislop, Select Board member Trask motioned the Board to table the 
discussion until the DSB’s September 8 meeting, seconded by Select Board member Bernard, and voted 5-0.  Prior to the 
vote, the Board discussed whether a stronger effort is needed to solicit candidates to fill these positions.  Select Board 
member Duggan stated his concern that these regulatory boards have the authority to overturn the will of Town Meeting, 
thereby changing future directions of a town.  He favors broader outreach and a more robust vetting process. While 
acknowledging his concerns, Board members opted to move ahead with consideration of Ms. Hislop’s candidacy in 
September, as well as other qualified candidates, if any make application.  
 
A public hearing will be held on two Pole Petitions by Danvers Electric Division and Verizon New England, Inc. Pole Petition 
No. 20220603-1 dated June 3, 2022, and Verizon Job #1A5J0LA dated June 13, 2022, requesting permission to locate poles, 
wires, cables ,and fixtures, including anchors, guys and other necessary sustaining and protecting fixtures, along and across 
the following public ways, with DED Distribution Engineer Ed Bandar speaking on behalf of Electric Division and Verizon.  
 
Locust Street – near #160 – set a JO (joint-owned) 40’ CL2 stub pole, petition necessary to Guy Pole 13C-40S: No relocation 
of pole, only for guy wire relocation from tree to new pole; DED has discussed project with nearby residents.  Select Board 
members questioned the practice of attaching wire to a tree (which was the practice in years past) and suggested perhaps 
the attachment had a detrimental effect on the health of the tree.  Select Board member suggested that a new tree be 
planted by the Town on the property owner’s parcel to replace the formerly supporting structure.  This plan will be 
discussed by DPW and the Town Manager.   

Belgian Road – Place one (1) JO (joint-owned) pole, P.6 on the easterly side of Belgian Road to a point approximately 254’ 
southerly from the centerline of Brookvale Drive.  Petition necessary to support the existing pole line, as well as to upgrade 
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the existing services.   Mr. Bandar explained that the purpose of running a new, primary line is to improve reliability.  Board 
members had questions about pole replacements and debris (dirt) left behind; he explained that other utilities (i.e., Verizon 

& Comcast [DED is always first]) leave dirt behind to fill the hole once they have completed their connection(s). 
 
Prior to a vote to close the public hearing, Mr. Bradstreet inquired as to when the most recent double pole report would 
be available, and Select Board member Bennett indicated that he believed January 2023 would be a reasonable target date.  
Select Board member Trask motioned to close the public hearing, seconded by Select Board member Bernard, and voted 
5-0.  Select Board member Trask motioned to approve the petitions, as requested, seconded by Select Board member Mills, 
and voted 5-0.  
 
Given the absence of applicant representation for a Common Victualler License at Market Basket, 139 Endicott Street, 
there was no opportunity for a public hearing, and Select Board member Trask motioned the Board to table the discussion 
until such time as a representative was present, seconded by Select Board member Bernard, and voted 5-0. 
 
A public hearing was held on the application of AAVYA Saini, Inc., d/b/a Gio’s Roast Beef and Pizza, 37 Elm Street, Lejja 
Ram Saini, Manager, for a Change of Ownership of a Common Victualler License at that location.  New owners, with 15 
years’ experience in the business, noted that everything currently in place, including interior, menu, hours of operation (10 
A.M.-9 P.M., 7 days a week) will not change. Select Board member Trask motioned to close the public hearing, seconded 
by Select Board member Bernard, and voted 5-0.  Select Board member Trask motioned the Board to approve the 
application as presented, seconded by Select Board member Mills, and voted 5-0.  
 
A public hearing will be held on the application of Chris & Tom, Inc., d/b/a Peter’s A Place, 90 Holten Street, Amonios 
Hanna, Manager, for a Change of Ownership of a Common Victualler License at that location.  The applicant stated that 
operations will not change, including menu and prices.  Select Board member Duggan mentioned that the restaurant’s 
delivery service vehicle customarily parks directly in front of the business in a marked “Fire Lane,” a violation, and one 
which impedes customer flow.  The owner/manager committed to discontinue the practice. Select Board Trask motioned 
to close the public hearing, seconded by Select Board member Bernard, and voted 5-0.  Select Board member Trask 
motioned the Board to approve the change of ownership as requested, seconded by Select Board Member Mills, and voted 
5-0. 
The Select Board considered the following two requests: (1)  an application by TGI Fridays, Inc., d/b/a TGI Fridays, 49 
Newbury Street, Angela Hennington, Manager, for an outdoor charity event at that location on Saturday, August 27 (1-11 
P.M.).  Atty. Albert DeNapoli and Ms. Hennington were on hand to describe the free, family-oriented (1-6 P.M.) fund-raising 
event to benefit Charlie’s Rainbow, to include a craft fair, food, and an antique fire truck courtesy of Middleton DFD.  (2) 
Evening events (6-11 P.M.) for a $25 admission fee will include a cash bar (for which a one-day all alcohol license is 
required/requested), food, and a live band.  One hundred percent of the proceeds will benefit the charity which brings 
awareness of childhood cancers.  Neighboring businesses have not only given approval (Hardcover, Martignetti’s, Costco) 
but have made donations to this 501C3 organization. Select Board member Duggan asked what measures were in place to 
ensure people’s safety from busy Route 1 and learned that DPW would be installing temporary barricades such as those 
used in prior years at the Town’s fireworks display.  He expressed his thanks for these “small contributions that really add 
up.”  Select Board member Mills motioned (1) to approve the outdoor charity event, seconded by Select Board member 
Bernard, and voted 5-0.  Select Board member Trask motioned (2) to approve a one-day, all alcohol license at the same 
outdoor location, seconded by Select Board member Bernard, and voted 5-0.  Atty. DeNapoli expressed his thanks to the 
Town Clerk for her attention to the details of this event. 
 
Town Clerk Cathy Ellsworth provided a comprehensive update on recent election law changes, including the following: 

➢ At the end of June, vote-by-mail permanent in MA for all Primary and State elections (still to be determined is whether 
towns may choose to opt out for local elections) 

➢ Last day to register deadline was 20 days; has changed to 10 days which, for a Tuesday election, will always be on a 
Saturday (until 5 P.M.). 

➢ Early, in-person voting has become permanent for all Primary and State elections with a requirement that there be six 
(6) weekend hours for primary.  State elections will require two weeks and one Saturday 

➢ Overview of vote by mail process (cycle started July 20), has been “monumental task, seven minutes per ballot” for 
Clerk’s office.   
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➢ Last date for vote-by-mail to be returned to office? Up until polls close.  
➢ In Danvers, outer brown envelopes opened on election day, after confirming that an in-person vote had not also been 

cast by that person. 
➢ Flow chart will be added to Town’s website.   
➢ Costs of mail-in voting and in-person early voting considered by State to be “unfunded mandate.”  With an eye to costs 

involved Town may recoup (some) costs; last year Town was reimbursed $23,000.   
 
Select Board Trask member motioned the Board to designate Town Hall as the Early Voting location for the September 6, 
2022 State Primary Election with the dates/hours as they appear below, motion seconded by Select Board member Bernard, 
and voted 5-0. 

Day/Date Hours 

Saturday, August 27, 2022 10 A.M. to 4 P.M. 

Monday, August 29, 2022 8 A.M. to 4 P.M. 

Tuesday, August 30, 2022 8 A.M. to 4 P.M. 

Wednesday, August 31, 2022 8 A.M. to 4 P.M. 

Thursday, September 1, 2022 8 A.M. to 7 P.M. 

Friday, September 2, 2022 8 A.M. to 12 P.M. 

 
Select Board member Bernard motioned the Board to delegate the authority given to them in Ch. 92 § 72 of the Act of 2022 
to detail a sufficient number of police officers to each polling location at every election therein to preserve order and to 
protect the election officers and supervisors from interference with their duties and to aid in enforcing the laws relating to 
elections to the Chief of Police in consultation with the Town Clerk, motion seconded by Select Board member Trask, and 
voted 5-0.   
 
Select Board member Trask motioned the Board to reaffirm that the Select Board delegates the authority to the Town Clerk 
to appoint and assign Poll Workers, as needed for every election, seconded by Select Board member Bernard, and voted 
5-0.  The Town Clerk noted she is always seeking poll workers, and that anyone interested should be in touch with her office 
at Town Hall. 
 
The Town Manager explained his self-appointed, three-year term on the Danvers Retirement Board as appropriate 
according to MGL and PERAC, replacing recently deceased member Wayne Marquis as part of the 5-member Board 
comprised of two elected members (Joe Collins, now Chair, and Michael Hagan) by statute Town Accountant Heather 
Varney, and the appointed “fifth member” retired auditor Steve Swanson.  The DRB’s role is to manage the assets of the 
system, vote on COLA adjustments for retirees, and work with investment managers.  Select Board member Trask motioned 
the Board to confirm the 7/12/22 appointment of Town Manager Steve Bartha to the Danvers Retirement Board, seconded 
by Select Board member Bernard, and voted 5-0. 
 
The Select Board discussed the ratification of the Town Manager’s appointment of Town Counsel, David A. DeLuca of 
Murphy, Hesse, Toomey & Lehane, to a three-year term to August 2025 in accordance with the provisions of Section 25 of 
the Town Manager Act.  Select Board members agreed that the firm and Atty. DeLuca have done a fine job for the town, 
and that it was apparent department heads were satisfied with his legal acumen.  In the event of Atty. DeLuca’s retirement, 
the matter would be revisited, according to the Town Manager. Select Board member Mills motioned the Board to ratify 
Town Counsel’s appointment, seconded by Select Board member Trask, and voted 5-0.    
 
Town Manager Report 

• Anticipate annual legal update in Executive Session at a September meeting either prior to regular meeting or at the 
meeting’s close.  

• Department heads are preparing self-evaluations in preparation for their review with Town Manager and his 
presentation to the Board for conversation at a September meeting. 

• Despite the continued drought conditions, the Town is in relatively good shape and continuing to work on long-term 
plans with State agencies.  

 
Select Board member Trask motioned the Board to approve the Consent Calendar as presented, seconded by Select Board 
member Bernard, and voted 5-0. 



 

4 
 

Common Victualler:  Compass Group USA, Inc., @ Millipore, 17 Cherry Hill Drive 

Road Race : Lynda J. Talbot Memorial Road Race, Sunday, October 2, 10 A.M. start time beginning and ending 

at Great Oak School  

Banner: Lynda J. Talbot Memorial Road Race, over Maple Street, September 19-25 

Block Party:  Hilary Gordon, Saturday, August 27, 12-4 P.M., blocking Sherwood Avenue from Cabot Road to 

Coolidge Road 

Car Wash:  DHS Soccer Boosters, Elm Street lot, Saturday, September 17, 9 A.M.-2 P.M. (rain date Sunday, 

September 18); water truck on site  
 

Correspondence, Select Board “New Business,” previous “New Public Business,” Select Board closing comments. 
 
Select Board member Mills 

• Thanks to Danvers Electric for the great job they’ve done during the recent heatwave: “Haven’t seen a brown-out.” 

• Have had comments from people pleased with the recreation programming and the variety of options available. 

• Congratulations to whomever is spearheading concert series at the Library pavilion; “lots of happy people; and it’s a 
wonderful thing.” 

• Wish Town Moderator could convene a committee to look at compensation for Select Board, most especially the Chair.  

Select Board member Duggan 

• “Is anything happening regarding a public discussion of the climate change initiative talked about this spring?”  

Select Board Chair Bennett responded that the 21-member group’s “homework” for the summer was/is to prepare 
and send out survey to various factions (i.e., Kiwanis, Historic Society, etc.) to identify directions (numbering ten) we 
should be heading.  An info session at the Senior Center is in the works, and the plan is to have a representative of the 
larger group address us after the survey information has been compiled.  The Town Manager noted that “a lot is 
happening behind the scenes; this is the quiet before the kick-off while helping consultant decide who needs to be 
engaged.” 

• Now that there is a more robust effort on the federal level there may be other issues brought to the forefront such  as 
the construction and disposal of lithium-ion batteries for powering electric vehicles and photovoltaic cells for solar 
panels.   

Select Board member Trask 

• Raised the issue of political endorsements of persons and/or initiatives (even if one or both laudable) by members of 
the Board and suggested that it should be made clear any endorsement is by the individual and not the board and/or 
committee on which he/she sits.  “We either speak as a board or we don’t speak as a board.”  There was agreement 
that this would be a topic for a DSB retreat. 

• Would like to request that an item be added to an upcoming agenda to discuss returning DSB meeting times to 7 P.M.  
A brief discussion followed with members expressing their thoughts, as well as comments from residents present. It 
was decided that the topic merited thoughtful discussion at a later meeting. 

Select Board member Bernard 

• Back from vacation, “nice to see everyone; congratulations to new police officers and firefighters.” 

• Food Pantry looking for school supplies; donations to veterans might include foot power, soups, nuts, etc. 

• Rail trail always looking for volunteers. 

• Perhaps Town Manager could arrange for Beverly Airport update (Aaron), involving touch and go occurrences. 

• Thanks to Senior Center for providing “cooling station” 8 A.M.-4 P.M. during the recent hot spell. 

• May be good to invite Equity and Inclusion Director to attend DSB meeting to talk about flags in recognition of public 
safety personnel:  National Enforcement Officers (May) and National Fallen Firefighters Memorial (October).  The Town 
Manager knew of the October recognition, but was unable to state unequivocally that the May remembrance took 
place.   
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Select Board member Bennett 

• Attended ribbon Grand Opening ribbon cutting at “Unpacked Living,” 466 Maple Street, where the proprietor sells all 
reusable, recyclable, environmentally-friendly (no plastic) items such as wooden toothbrushes, straws, soaps, shampoos 
(you bring in your bottles, and she fills them up.  “A great little shop and concept!”).  Encouraged folks to check out her 
supplies and meet Maria, the proprietor.    

• Read correspondence (see below) from resident Geoge Saluto regarding provision of bus service to Danvers downtown 
and response of Rep. Sally Kerans.  

• “If you meet a vet, thank him/her for their service; and goodnight Danvers.” 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:55 P.M. 
 

Prepared by Ann Freitas 

Attest:  Catherine S. Ellsworth, Town Clerk 
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