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Danvers Select Board Minutes                       September 8, 2022  

 
 
The regular meeting of the Danvers Select Board was held on Thursday, September 8, 2022, at 5 P.M. in the Daniel J. Toomey 
Hearing Room, Town Hall, 1 Sylvan Street, Danvers, at which time, in a Roll Call vote, the Board voted to adjourn to Executive 
Session in the Town Manager’s Conference Room to discuss strategy with respect to litigation if an open meeting may have 
a detrimental effect on the litigating position of the public body and the chair so declares, returning to Public Session at 
approximately 6 P.M. in the Daniel J. Toomey Room. Present were Daniel C. Bennett, Chair; Maureen A. Bernard; Matthew 
E. Duggan; David A. Mills, and Gardner S. Trask III. 
 
The Board re-convened in Public Session at approximately 6 P.M. at which time the Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all 
in attendance.  Select Board Chair noted the passing of Queen Elizabeth on this day and recognized her extraordinarily long 
and distinguished service to her country.   
 
Select Board member Bernard motioned the Board to approve the Minutes of August 9, 2022, seconded by Select Board 
member Trask, and voted 4-1 (Select Board member Duggan opposed due to late receipt of Minutes).   
 
New Public Business:  Pct 1 TMM Bradstreet Bradstreet had questions/comments, as follows:  (1) Lighting at Senior Center 
fails to illuminate pavement; the Town Manager will confer with DPW.  (2)  When Legislature enacts new or amends State 
law, is this disseminated to Town boards/committees?  Select Board Chair Bennett noted that there are vehicles for seeking 
this information through Mass. Municipal Association (MMA) “I’m viewing webinar via tomorrow on this topic via Zoom.” In 
addition, there are legal updates from a variety of law firms who represent municipalities within the Commonwealth. (3) 
Are exit interviews conducted with resigning board/committee members?  [No] With employees?  [Yes, to facilitate hiring 
of replacements]. 
 
On a motion by Select Board member Trask, who read the proclamation, seconded by Select Board member Bernard, and 
voted 5-0, the Board proclaimed September as “Pediatric Cancer Awareness” month in the Town of Danvers.  
 
Katie Hislop [Pct. 7 TMM], candidate for an Alternate’s position on the Zoning Board of Appeals [Agenda item No. 6], ap-
peared and expressed her desire to be more active in the community and belief that her work as an attorney would be 
beneficial to the ZBA over the years.  Select Board member Duggan expressed concern with the process of selecting candi-
dates for appointment to this “very important, quasi-judicial” group who has the authority to override zoning bylaws.  He 
cautioned that ZBA decisions have a lasting impact on the community and that “variances are forever.”   Select Board mem-
ber Mills expressed confidence that the candidate would familiarize herself with the Town’s zoning bylaws and, in all in-
stances, follow the law.  Select Board member Trask motioned to approve a 2-year Alternate’s appointment of Ms. Hislop, 
seconded by Select Board member Mills, and voted 5-0. 
 
The Board was requested “to vote to take by Eminent Domain the fee simple of the following roadways laid out by the 
Board on 3/15/22, accepted as Town Ways under Article 12 of the 5/16/22 Annual Town Meeting, and as authorized  by 
Town Meeting to acquire said fee in the ways:  Norwich Road, Puritan Road, and West Wind Road, Porter Street, and 
Riverside Avenue.”  Town Engineer Stephen King was present to speak to this topic which, when voted and duly authorized 
by the DSB, will be filed with the Registry of Deeds.  In response to a few questions, Stephen reported that the there are no 
liabilities for the Town in these acceptances and that some older streets in town (i.e., Porter) were accepted in sections 
because of their construction. Select Board member Trask motioned to take the action (italicized above), seconded by Select 
Board member Bernard, and voted 5-0.  Mr. Bradstreet questioned the number of streets (at a pace of 4-5 each year) which 
remain to be accepted:  84 is the number; “it’s a long process.”  PLEASE NOTE:  Refer refer to “Select Board” and not “Board 
of Selectmen” on documents requiring signature(s). 
 
A brief discussion ensued with the Town Engineer regarding National Grid’s aggressive replacement of gas mains with a 
“large leak history.”  Hope was expressed that abutters have been notified, and that day and nighttime work (8 P.M. to 6 
A.M.)  will cause as little nuisance to neighborhoods as possible.  Stephen reported that there will be no jackhammering (NG 
to use saw cutting), that he has walked the entire corridor with NG reps, and that work in higher density residential neigh-
borhoods would be done during daytime hours.  Advance notice to residents would be helpful, it was suggested.   
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A public hearing was held on the application of Massachusetts  Fine Wines & Spirits, LLC d/b/a Total Wine Spirits Beer & 
More, 100 Commonwealth Avenue, Brittany Klingerman, Manager, for a Change of Officer at that location.  Atty. Trish 
Farnsworth was in attendance to address this corporate reorganization item.   Select Board member Trask commented that 
staff has been diligent in carding all patrons for any purchase and they should be commended for doing so. Select Board 
member Trask motioned to close the public hearing, seconded by Select Board member Mills , and voted 5-0.  Select Board 
member Trask motioned to approve the application as presented, seconded by Select Board member Mills, and voted 5-0.  
 
A public hearing was held under Chapter 138 of the General Laws on the application of 99 West, LLC, d/b/a 99 Restaurant 
& Pub, 60 Commonwealth Avenue, Krista-Lyn Figueroa, Manager, for a Change of Manager at that location.  Ms. Figueroa, 
17-year employee of the company, has been recently promoted to the position of General Manager at this site.  There are 
no changes to the local operation, and she has two ServSafe-trained Asst. Managers, one of whom will be on site in her 
absence and able to provide adequate coverage.  Select Board member Trask motioned to close the public hearing, 
seconded by Select Board member Bernard, and voted 5-0.  Select Board member Trask motioned to approve the 
application as presented, seconded by Select Board member Bernard, and voted 5-0. 
 
A public hearing was held on the application of David Pinette, Twisted Fate Brewing, LLC, d/b/a Twisted Fate Brewing [TFB], 
120 Andover Street, Suite 4, for a 7-Day Entertainment License at that location.  Erica Tritta, co-owner with spouse, and 
attorney for the company explained that the entertainment activities they envision include:  trivia, non-cash Bingo, live 
music with up to 5 members playing and/or singing, calligraphy, and painting events during hours of operation.  While a 
sketch of the floor plan showed some furniture movement, the Board was concerned that no path of egress be blocked, 
and the Building Inspector reviewed and expressed no concern.  Food continues to be provided by nearby Danvers Pizza & 
Subs.  TFB’s hours of operation are:  Thursday & Friday 2-9 P.M., Saturday 11 A.M.-9 P.M. Sunday 12-6 P.M. (with expanded 

hours for football season, not extending beyond license-prescribed closing time).  Select Board member Trask motioned to 
close the public hearing, seconded by Select Board member Mills, and voted 5-0.  Select Board member Trask motioned to 
approve the application as presented, seconded by Select Board member Bernard, and voted 5-0. 
 
Twisted Fate Brewing was on hand to request a One Day Malt & Wine License at Endicott Park on Sunday, September 25, 
2022 10 A.M.-5 P.M. for “Onion Town Field Day,” in conjunction with and to benefit the Friends of Endicott Park.  The event 
is to be held within the pavilion in a properly defined area, and supervised by a TIPS-certified server.  Select Board member 
Trask motioned to approve the application as presented, seconded by Select Board member Bernard, and voted 5-0.  [There 
was a clarification made to the posted flyer. Entrance fee is $30 per person and not $30 per vehicle.]   

 
Eric Picard requested a permit for a neighborhood block party on Saturday, October 29, 2022 3-10 P.M., blocking Greenleaf 
Drive from #10-#24 [rain date October 30, 2022].   Mr. Picard explained the intent is to have a kid-friendly, quasi-Halloween 
party, serving burgers and hot dogs, streets will be “barricaded” for safety, but not impassable in the event of an 
emergency, and neighbors have been notified. Select Board member Trask motioned to approve the application as 
presented, seconded by Select board member Mills, and voted 5-0.   
 
Nichole LaRiviere requested a One Day Malt & Wine License at Endicott Park on Saturday, October 1, 2022, 3-8 P.M. for a 
casual wedding reception.  Ms. LaRiviere noted that this event was to be a small reception with food, beer and wine, under 
the supervision of TIPS-certified server [Jessica Morehouse].  With best wishes of the Board, Select Board member Trask 
motioned to approve the application as presented, seconded by Select Board member Mills, and voted 5-0. 
 
Eric Emerson [DHS Class of 1977] appeared to request a One Day Malt & Wine License at the rear of 255 Newbury Street 
[Putnam Pantry] on Saturday, September 17, 2022, 1-9 P.M.  He explained that cook-out food will be served earlier in the 
day a with Supino’s providing dinner at 7 P.M.  Liquor service is under the supervision of TIPS-certified server [Jessica 
Morehouse].  Select Board member Bernard motioned to approve the application as presented, seconded by Select Board 
member Mills, and voted 5-0. 
 
A public hearing was held on the application of Nancy Rodriguez for a Common Victualler License at 52 Maple Street, d/b/a 
Isla Bonita Nutrition [next door to I Pazzi].  Ms. Rodriguez described her service to be comprised of “healthy stuff made on 
site,” including waffles, muffins, protein shakes, and nutrition teas during the hours of 6 A.M. to 5 P.M. Select Board 
member Trask motioned to approve the application as presented, seconded by Select Board member Bernard, and voted 
5-0. 
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A public hearing was held on the application of Demoulas Supermarkets, Inc., d/b/a Market Basket, 139 Endicott Street, 
Jamie Conneen, store Director, for a Common Victualler license at that location.  Mr. Conneen, at this site for the past 10 
months and with the company for 34 years, was on hand and spoke of the significant structural and aesthetic changes 
taking place at the store, including the new 33-seat Café area designated by a half-wall glass partition to the ceiling and 
extending out 10’, creating an entrance way without a door.  Health and Building Inspectors have signed off on the 
application.  Select Board member Trask motioned to approve the application as presented, seconded by Select Board 
member Mills, and voted 5-0.    
 
On behalf of the Trask family, Select Board member Trask reviewed the final design and plans for a dedication ceremony 
at the Archival Center of the Peabody Institute Library to be re-named the “Richard B. Trask Danvers Archival Center,” so 
noted by the title etched in glass above the Center’s entrance.  This plan had earlier garnered the support of the Select 
Board and, in June, of the Library Trustees.  In addition, Phase 2 will include the installation of an 18” X 10” bronze plaque, 
funded by the Trask family who consider it a “great honor” to fund this recognition to read “Richard B. Trask Danvers 
Archival Center,” with verbiage (agreed upon by Trask family members) to read: 

“As a graduate student, Richard Trask first suggested the creation of a Danvers research center to collect, 
preserve, and make available the historic records of Salem Village and Danvers.  It was a unique concept of 
pooling documentation owned by the town, local institutions, and churches.  In 1972, the Danvers Archival 
Center, a department of the Peabody Institute Library of Danvers, was established.  Trask was appointed Town 
Archivist and, with the support of his wife Ethel and numerous individuals and organizations, this Center has 
emerged over its first 50 years as an extraordinary repository, including its Brehaut Witchcraft Collection.” 

Select Board member Bernard motioned to accept the final design/re-naming as noted above, seconded by Select Board 
member Mills, and voted 5-0.  Select Board member Trask indicated that a celebratory event will be held on the 50th 
anniversary of the Center on Saturday, October 15, 1-4 P.M. in the Gordon Room, with a 1:30 dedication/unveiling 
ceremony with refreshments provided courtesy of the Friends of the Peabody Institute Library.  

Town Manager Report 

• Memorandum from Director of Equity & Inclusion regarding LatinX month-long celebrations, including September 
17 at the Library.  Town’s credit rating reaffirmed and comes as welcome news.   

• Select Board received copy of legislation pertaining to public works facility on land-locked, State-owned land 
adjacent to former Danvers State Hospital property (passed the House; soon to be before the Senate).  First step 
will be appraisal, (the belief is that the numbers would be very attractive).  Removal of chimney and clearing of 
site by DCAM would precede any sale to the Town.   More information to follow in the months ahead. 

• Upcoming “State of the Region” breakfast at Danversport on September 13, 7:30 A.M. 

• Jasmine Ramon looking to “reboot” the Disability Commission to ensure compliance with State and Federal laws 
regarding accessibility. 

• During drought conditions (level 6) we’re not “in danger,” but we are monitoring usage, violations should call be 
called in to DPW and Water Superintendent who investigates.  Have not yet issued fines but warnings, including 
final warnings to residential and commercial properties.  Flower watering in downtown comes from well and not 
the municipal water system. Watering at parks is a matter of safety and the high cost to replace; in addition, many 
sites are well-fed.  

 
Select Board member Trask motioned the Board to approve the Consent Calendar as presented, seconded by Select Board 
member Bernard, and voted 5-0. 

Common Victualler:  HJM Café’ LC, d/b/a Hannah’s Bakery and Café’, 125 Liberty Street 

 

Correspondence, Select Board “New Business,” previous “New Public Business,” Select Board closing comments. 

Select Board member Bernard  

• Good news about AAA rating; “we’d like to try to keep that for a while.” 

• Met Equity &  Inclusion Director Jasmine Ramon at a Kiwanis event; will soon meet for one-on-one.  Perhaps she could 
come back before the Board to discuss flag policies (recognition of Police Officers in May; Firefighters in October). 
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• Would appreciate a Beverly Airport update; perhaps at an October meeting? 

• NE Home for the Deaf material provided by concerned citizen; Town Manager reported that there are no applications 
filed as yet; thus, nothing to report to the Select Board at this time.  

Town Clerk Cathy Ellsworth reported the hiring of a new Assistant Town Clerk (Stephanie) who began work on August 15, 
coming to Danvers from Dracut and before that Lowell, bringing with her extensive election experience.  Good to have her 
assistance with recent Primary Election, at which nearly 25% of registered voters cast ballots (either in person, early voting, 
or by mail); “good turnout, considering the weather.”     

Select Board member Mills  

• Residents should be aware of the large number of services and functions available at the Town’s Senior Center and 
take a look their monthly newsletter which contains a great deal of information. 

• First-ever LatinX celebration on grounds of the Library on Saturday, September 17.  This is one of several events to 
come out Human Rights & Inclusion Committee.  Their next meeting in coming up on Thursday, September 15, at the 
Training Room of the Police Station on Ash Street.  

• “YMCA (not a part of the Town organization) runs wonderful programs for young and old.  No reason to be alone and 
to stay home.” 

Select Board member Duggan   

• In interactions with residents, it has been noted that there is often difficulty finding the right source to deal with a 
particular issue.  “How can we address voice and/or e-mails that are not returned, so that interactions with Town Hall are 
more fruitful?   It’s basic courtesy to respond to inquiries which come into Town Hall.  Is there a central portal where 
residents can offer comments or lodge complaints in a way that it can be tracked, like a ticketing system (i.e., Boston’s 3-
1-1 system)?”   

In response, the Town Manager noted that there is no such tracking system, but that he would want to hear from any Select 
Board member who receives comments of this nature. 

Select Board member Trask 

“I have received communications from individuals containing no forwarding address and/or writer’s identity, and I take no 
action on what I then consider to be ‘anonymous’ correspondence.”  Select Board Chair Bennett noted that if there is no way 
to verify the source, Select Board member Trask’s approach is “a good practice to adopt.”  

Select Board member Bennett 

• Noted that there is an Airport Commission meeting on September 12, at which the findings of the noise study will be 
presented.  Perhaps we should ask Aaron Henry and Matt Mozur (Danvers’ reps to the BAC) to an October meeting?  
Select Board member Trask offered to attend the 9/12 meeting, representing the Select Board, and report back.   

• Regarding Richard Trask letter of 8/31/22 concerning the physical state of the town-owned Salem Village Parsonage 
Archaeological site at the rear of 67 Centre Street, the Town Manager reported that he, Aaron Henry, and David Lane 
would be meeting to understand what had been done there in the past. 

• Historic District commission unanimously voted to establish local historic districts and a Public Hearing is scheduled to 
discuss this topic on September 29.  Perhaps an agenda item for the DSB discussion is in order as well? 

• Going forward (beginning in October 2022) Select Board meetings will begin at 6:30 P.M. 

• In order to avoid the appearance of a violation of the Open Meeting Law, Board members should refrain from sending 
out messages to “All,” even if only to discuss an agenda item.  “We’re all better served, when we let the Town Manager 
send out information.”  

• “If you meet a vet, thank him/her for their service; and goodnight Danvers.” 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 P.M. 
 

Prepared by Ann Freitas 

Attest:  Catherine S. Ellsworth, Town Clerk 


