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Danvers Select Board Minutes                         October 18, 2022  

 
 
The regular meeting of the Danvers Select Board was held on Tuesday, October 18, 2022, at 6:30 P.M. in the Daniel J. 
Toomey Hearing Room, Town Hall, 1 Sylvan Street, Danvers, Daniel J. Toomey Hearing Room. Present Daniel C. Bennett, 
Chair; Maureen A. Bernard; Matthew E. Duggan; David A. Mills, and Gardner S. Trask III.  The Pledge of Allegiance, led by 
Select Board member Trask, was recited by all in attendance.   
 
Select Board member Trask motioned the Board to approve the Minutes of October 4, 2022, seconded by Select Board 
member Bernard, and voted 5-0.    
 
New Public Business:  None. 
 
A public hearing was held under Chapter 138 of the General Laws on the application of Sonesta International Hotels Corp, 
d/b/a Sonesta Select Boston – Danvers, 275 Independence Way, Craig Ramos, Manager, for a Change of Manager of an All 
Alcoholic Inn Holders License at that location.  Mr. Ramos, with experience as GM at several local hotels since 1997, assured 
Board members that he would be present at least 50 hours and that an alternate, TIPS-certified employee’s name would 
appear on the license.  For good measure, it was reiterated from the Town’s Liquor Guidelines, that this is a requirement 
to ensure a license in good standing.  Select Board member Trask motioned to close the public hearing, seconded by Select 
Board member Bernard, and voted 5-0.  Select Board member Trask motioned to approve the application as presented, 
seconded by Select Board member Duggan, and voted 5-0. 
 
A public hearing was held under Chapter 138 of the General Laws on the application of Byrne & Byrne LLC, d/b/a Pub 49, 
49 Maple Street, Melissa Byrne, Manager, for a Change of Manager of an All Alcoholic Common Victualler License at that 
location.  Ms. Byrne was present and responded to questions from Select Board Chair Bennett regarding the 
establishment’s lack of manager since July 2022 (confirmed by Ms. Byrne) and instances of smoking (9/27) in outdoor, 
roped off dining area in violation of regulations (confirmed that it had happened, not while food was being served); 
reported that area has been disassembled).  Board members felt these actions demonstrated lax attitude toward rules and 
regulations governing licensure. In addition, perception of an individual (without identification as an employee)  behind the 
bar (Mr. Byrne), taking alcohol outside is not a good public image.  Select Board member Trask motioned to close the public 
hearing, seconded by Select Board member Bernard, and voted 5-0.  Select Board member Trask motioned to approve the 
application as presented, seconded by Select Board member Bernard, and voted 4-1 (Select Board Chair Bennett opposed). 
 
Asst. Recreation Director Nick Campion and Asst. Town Mgr. Jen Breaker (absent this meeting) introduced Stantec, the firm 
chosen by way of an RFP process, to work with the Town on a Board-recommended process to collect data from various 
groups, to “chart the Town’s future for the next decade,” funding made available by a $150,000 State grant and some 
discretionary funds approved by Town Meeting.  Steve Kearney and Phil Schaeffer were introduced and spoke of their 
implementation-focused plan to understand trends influencing the future, address growth and development, identify 
opportunities, and a vision for the Town’s future.   Their intent is to engage various groups (i.e., town leadership and staff; 
high school students, young professionals, seniors, major property owners), stressing that multi-generational engagement 
is an important component of the process.  Kick-off (via Zoom) is scheduled on November 9, 6-7 P.M. with in-person 
“visioning” opportunity in 2023, affording consultation with residents and business owners.  After that, an interactive map 
will be available on the Town’s website as a method for engaging larger groups of individuals .   Select Board comments 
included the hope that outreach would include, in particular, the Dir. of Equity & Inclusion.  In addition, within the scope 
of “a very fine presentation,” it was noted that groupings could have been more inclusive rather than limited by phrases 
such as “young” professional and “major” property owners.   
 
The Board was introduced to Timothy Spittle, a recent appointee to the Planning Board, graduate of St. John’ Prep and 
Northeastern with an MBA in Finance, working as an economic consultant for seven years. The Board welcomed Tim and 
thanked him for his willingness to participate on a board with broad powers in terms of the Town’s future development 
 
Town Engineer Stephen King was joined by several representatives of MassDOT (Kayla Souza; Michael Chapin, Lorenzo 
Barrone), Representatives Kerans (Danvers) and Walsh (Peabody), both of whom have been strong advocates for review of 
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the 114 corridor. A lengthy discussion followed during which frequent reference was made to MassDOT’s website 
[www.mass.gov/route114-danverspeabody-safety-improvements] for comprehensive update of the multi-phase project 
and information on road safety audits.  MassDOT representatives did confirm that planned nighttime is not expected to 
have a severe impact, while spring (2023) project will “look like standard maintenance with no major lane closures.”  Board 
members had a number of questions and suggested a variety of options for consideration, MassDOT reps were optimistic 
that that proposed, scheduled improvements (i.e., calming measures i.e. narrower lanes); hardening measures i.e., curb 
and/or post installation to create side friction); adaptations to signal timing (i.e., more “red signals” for speeders; more 
“green signals” for compliance); and solar feedback signs.  Board members, joined by Rep. Sally Kerans and Rep. Tom Walsh, 
were unanimous in their thanks for the comprehensive presentation to address problems going back a year or more.  
“MassDOT listened and heard us; we are making progress; and meaningful changes are ahead.”  Rep. Walsh s poke of the 
collaborative effort, involving a lot of people, with plenty of room and time to enhance what’s been offered tonight.”  
Senator Lovely was also recognized for her contribution.  Select Board Chair Bennett closed with his hope that “it comes 
off as well as you think it will” and announced a five-minute break. 
 
The Select Board and neighbors in the vicinity of Beverly Municipal Airport (Joe Rinaldi, Antonio Bettencourt, Ed Pino) 
heard a presentation by BAC Danvers representative Aaron Henry including an update on recent discussions at BAC 
meetings and the less than stellar master plan process of October 2019 which as interrupted by COVID.  He concurred with 
frustrations expressed at the September 12 BAC meeting and agreed that the “Commission needs to do a better job 
communicating what they’re trying to do.”   Neighbors noted the following: 
 
➢ Hundreds of flights over this densely populated neighborhood, impacting homeowners and children, creating inability 

to enjoy backyards and pools. 
➢ July (2022) Congressional hearing divulged that aviation fuel is leaded, spewing unsafe exhaust residue (“there is no 

safe level of lead exposure”) widely with no plan to regulate (leaded to unleaded) until 2030.  A discussion ensued as 
to whether legislation could be proposed on the state or federal level (Moulton, Markey, Warren) to ban the use of 
leaded gas in this state.   

➢ Touch and go flights are too numerous (i.e., 200+ in a single day), as well as helicopter traffic.  The noise becomes a 
constant. 

➢ While noise may be at the top of the list, the issue of safety should be paramount, given that some aircraft reach 
speeds in excess of 100 mph prior to takeoff, with a runway in direct path of DHS.  

➢ Prevailing opinion of neighbors is that airport has grown disproportionately, accommodating larger and larger aircraft 
(Ch. 4 states B-2 largest allowable), while having little to no regard for its effect on Danvers. 

➢ How much expansion is planned?  Neighbors are entitled to know the scale.  
 
Select Board member Trask motioned to request federal legislators to ban the use of leaded aviation fuel with dispatch, 
and not by 2030 as proposed, seconded by Select Board member Mills, and voted 5-0.  The Town Manager was worked to 
work on appropriate letters.  Select Board member Trask motioned to request state legislators (Kerans and Lovely) to “push 
harder” on noise and fuel issues, while acknowledging the considerable effort which has gone into airport activities in the 
past month, seconded by Select Board member Mills, and voted 5-0.  At a later date, after legislators’ receipt of letters, it 
was proposed to schedule a public hearing to discuss Beverly Municipal Airport, a myriad of problems, and real solutions 
including quarterly noise meetings, involving different Commissioner at each; noise report form on BAC’s website; noise 
abatement policy shared with airport personnel.  Aaron was urged to push hard on these issue plus the additional items he 
has compiled for BAC’s November meeting.   
 
Representative Kerans stated that the level of communications needs to be with the entire Commission rather than a small 
sub-committee.  “There are legitimate issues and not just complaints to be addressed and the Town needs to continue to 
push the Commission hard for cleaner, quieter planes, noise reduction, and elimination of harmful emissions.  The Select 
should communicate emphatically that you stand with neighbors and forcefully behind our Town’s representative on the 
Commission.  Question them about how aggressively they’re promoting the Good Neighbor Policy.”   Select Board member 
Duggan stated that both EPA and FAA Biden appointees are working hard to find remediation in terms of aviation use of 
leaded gas. Select Board member Duggan noted that “it’s important for the State to be involved from the standpoint of 
environmental justice; this type of pollution impacts communities considered to be less affluent than others.”   
 
 



 

3 
 

Select Board member Trask motioned to approve the Consent Calendar as presented, seconded by Select Board member 
Bernard, and voted 5-0. 

Banner:  Care Dimensions, Tree of Lights, over High Street November 28-December 4, 2022 

Road Race:  Lynch Memorial 5K Road Race, November 6, 2022, 10 A.M. start time, beginning and ending at Holten-

Richmond Middle School  
 
Town Manager Report 

• Memo from Jen Breaker describing initiative to establish a Student Advisory Committee, born of Citizens’ Academy Jr. 
at H-R Middle School, to be comprised of 9 reps (one from each grade) and one at large member.  More discussion and 
vote to support at November 15 meeting.   

• Mattress “re-cycling” program:  $40 per mattress/$40 per box spring.  DPW-provided bag for trash pick-up.  

• School Committee letter describing Superintendent search process and make-up of screening committee (Alice 
Campbell and Robin Doherty facilitators). Survey responses (198) to learn what the Town is looking for in a 
Superintendent. 

• Town had two solid candidates for position of Human Resources Director; new hire to join staff in mid-November.   

• Materials for Town Manager evaluation contained  in this week’s packet; meeting with Select Board Chair Bennett and 
Select Board member Trask before November 15 meeting.  Please send completed evaluation to Chair or to Ann prior 
to next meeting.  

 

Correspondence, Select Board “New Business,” previous “New Public Business,” Select Board closing comments. 

 

Select Board member Mills 

• Lack of condo trash pick-up was a trade-off with developers for concessions they sought during planning process. 

• Student Kira Vo’s Statewide, award-winning poster applauded and now on display in Toomey Room.   

• Senior Center bulletin, as always, contains information on a lot of wonderful things.  Men’s dinner on 10/17 had terrific 
speaker from Danvers, AJ Burnet, Channel 5 meteorologist.   

• HRIC monthly meeting on Thursday, 10/20, and discussion planned for formation of a “Rapid Response” group to address 
any and all hateful messages in a timely manner. 

• Town Manager has done enough to address issue of flag policy and “I don’t believe anything else needs to be said.” 

 
Select Board member Duggan 

• “With the rain we’ve had, when will water restrictions be lifted?”  Town remains at level 6 . 

• Need to remain vigilant about COVID to avoid need for home confinement. 

• Rail Trail expansion underway to build a bridge over Beaver Brook; “thanks for pushing that effort.”     

• Mennino Brothers and refrigerated trucks:  three trailers on site for a number of years.  Was permit for expansion based 
on discontinued use of these refrigerated trucks?  “This noise (the equivalent of a gas-powered lawnmower) can be very 
disruptive to neighbors’ sleep.”   

 
Select Board member Trask 

• Early voting begins Saturday, October 22. 

• “Thank you” to Library and the Town for a very successful celebration and dedication of Richard B. Trask Library on 
October 15.  Special thanks to Natalie Fiore, Noelle Boc, Bill Clark, and David McKenna, as well as to the Danvers Alarm 
List who provided security for two first run copies of the Declaration of Independence. 

• Danvers Affordable Housing Trust meeting Wednesday, October 19.   

• Working with Town Manager and Lindall Hill residents regarding RCA and noise complaints. 

• Condo trash question:  Olde Salem Village was constructed with undersized streets that trash trucks were not able to 
navigate; ”that’s how things happen that way.”   

• E-mail presentation at School Committee on October 17 related to Essex Tech and expansion plans, almost doubling 
the size of the current school.  Perhaps MSBA should hear our collective thoughts (after some data gathering beginning 
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now). In addition, the new 5,000+ student elementary school proposed in Peabody is likely to impact on Danvers 
elementary schools’ enrollment. 

 
Select Board member Bernard 

• Thank you to residents who came about airport.   

• Remind people of Lynch Road Race (in memory of my brother); if interested sign up at 
https://runsignup.com/Race/MA/Danvers/LynchMemorial  

• Attended Library celebration of Richard B. Trask Library; “very impressive.” 

• Appreciates Select Board member Duggan’s follow-up (i.e., Mennino Bros.); “you do a good job.” 

• Request to Town  Clerk to give overview of election (as follows): 
➢ Ballot is two-sided; questions on back side. 
➢ Link to election events and all related documents on Town’s website calendar, along with a sample ballot.  
➢ Clerk’s office received 5,000 requests for mail-in ballots. 

• “I think we’re going to have some further discussion on flag policy.”  Select Board Chair Bennett suggested that this 
topic is better discussed between Select Board member Bernard and Town Manager.  

 

Select Board member Bennett 

• Participated in webinar about form of government (Open Town Meeting; Representative Town Meeting; City Council; 
Charter review).  “Do we need a full-fledged committee to ‘tweak’ the Charter?  I think we should be looking at changing 
residency requirement for Town Manager’s position; it’s at least worth discussing.” 

• Recycling event on Saturday, 10/22, 9-11 at Danvers  High School. 

• Come to Pope’s Landing for Kiwanis duck “race.”  No ducks into water but first duck drawn wins $1,000. 

• “Are we considering reviving Business  Community Christmas party?”  Let me know your thoughts by next meeting (11/1).   

• Please remember all veterans and offer thanks for his or her service.” 

• “Goodnight Danvers.” 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:48 P.M. 
Prepared by Ann Freitas 

Attest:  Catherine S. Ellsworth, Town Clerk 

https://runsignup.com/Race/MA/Danvers/LynchMemorial

