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Danvers Select Board Minutes                        November 1, 2022  

 
 
The regular meeting of the Danvers Select Board was held on Tuesday, November 1, 2022, at 6:30 P.M. in the Daniel J. 
Toomey Hearing Room, Town Hall, 1 Sylvan Street, Danvers. Present: Daniel C. Bennett, Chair; Maureen A. Bernard; 
Matthew E. Duggan; David A. Mills, and Gardner S. Trask III.  The Pledge of Allegiance, led by Select Board member Trask, 
was recited by all in attendance.   
 
Select Board member Trask motioned the Board to approve the Minutes of October 18, 2022, seconded by Select Board 
member Bernard, and voted 5-0.    
 
New Public Business:  (1)  Pct 1 TMM Bill Bradstreet reiterated his concern that some boards continue to meet at the same 
times and on the same dates, making it impossible for residents to attend in person and ask questions pertaining to a par-
ticular agenda item.  Select Board Chair Bennett stated that he would look at the schedules and review for possible corrective 
action.  (2)  Pct 6 TMM Mark Lentine, also an employee of the Town and AFSCME 1098 Union President, distributed packets 
to DSB members “for later review,” containing statements from current and former employees alleging a toxic culture and 
atmosphere of epic proportions among employees, affecting employee retention and recruitment.  In closing, Mr. Lentine 
tendered his resignation, effective 11/4/22, and Select Board Chair Bennett thanked him for his years of service to the Town.  
 
A public hearing was held on the application of Betty Ann’s Sub Shop, 20 Locust Street, Unit E, Peter Rakip, owner, for a 
transfer of a Common Victualler License at that location.  Given the imminent start of development of the Maple Square 
project, Betty Ann’s was required to find an alternate location and did so.  With over 70 years in the town and several 
employees who rely on employment, he awaits final approvals from Building and Health Departments.  Select Board 
members expressed gratitude for his perseverance in finding a new site and wished him well.  Select Board member Trask 
motioned to close the public hearing, seconded by Select Board member Bernard, and voted 5-0.  Select Board member 
Trask motioned to approve the application as presented, seconded by Select Board member Bernard, and voted 5-0.  
 
The Board, having been requested to endorse the formation of a Student Advisory Committee comprised of DHS nine (9) 
DHS students and one at-large member, heard a presentation by Jen Breaker outlining the student selection process, length 
of terms, and types of initiatives students will review, such as the pop-up park. Select Board members were supportive of 
the concept and had further discussion involving length of appointment(s) to the group. 

• Initial proposal was for one-year term (“too short”) with provision for student to request a second term. 

• There was support for consideration of longer, two or even three-year terms for continuity. 

• Rather than relying solely on adults to choose candidates, students themselves should have ability to offer viewpoints 
on who should represent them, i.e., the choice of Student Council members. 

• Given that this committee was not modeled after any other program, agreement was reached that the administration 
and/or students, when brainstorming ideas, may come before the DSB at any time for adaptations.  

The Select Board expressed their appreciation for attempts to encourage these relationships with young residents by 
exposing them to governmental processes, given that “they are 1/3 of our population but 100% of our future.”   Select 
Board member Mills motioned to approve the formation of this student committee, giving latitude to make 
recommendations as the process gets under way, seconded by Select Board member Trask, and voted 5-0. 
 
Police Chief James Lovell appeared to present “Findings of Fact and Recommendation” [full narrative available in the office of 

the Town Clerk] related to a dog attack in February 2022 and two (2) subsequent hearings (March & April 2022).  The hearings 
and document (as yet not communicated to principals) resulted in a recommended disposition that the offending dog 
(“Aragorn”) be deemed a “nuisance dog  as defined by MGL Ch. 140, § 157,” [“nuisance”: causing issues usually with other 

neighborhood dogs vs. “dangerous: potential for causing danger to human life] and that his owners (Emilian family) will reimburse 
the injured dog’s owners (Mimo family) for veterinary costs in the amount of $231.90.   The Board opted not to take a 
formal vote until such time as the families in question were given the opportunity to be heard.  It was recommended that 
a copy of the Police Chief’s “Findings” be conveyed to each party by means of Certified Mail; with comment that his 
“Findings” will be voted on without benefit of their input, if they so choose.   An amendment to the Police Chief’s 
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“Recommended Disposition” should include that all three (3) conditions be followed to ensure safety:  (1) humanely 
restrained (add tensile strength of restraint), (2) supervised, and (3) confined to the backyard.  
 
The Police Chief requested that three (3) gifts be accepted in accordance with MGL Ch, 44 § 53A (to benefit the DARE program) 
in remembrance of Sgt. Richard (“Richie”) Robinson, retired from DPD, who passed away over the summer.  Select Board 
member Trask motioned the Board to accept the gifts (3), seconded by Select Board member Bernard, and voted 5-0.   
 
DPW Director David Lane presented information pertaining to trash collection and disposal contracts, both of which are 
scheduled to expire on June 30, 2023, neither of which can be expanded under terms of current contracts.  Requests for 
proposals (RFPs) will be going out soon, seeking 5-year contracts with haulers.  A discussion followed as to the merits of 2-
3 person pick-up crews or automated, 1-person trucks, with a large number of communities choosing the automated 
method.  Likely to become the standard, it was suggested that, if the Town were not to choose this method, it may only be 
“kicking the can down the road,” even though it would involve close to $1 million to provide proper receptacles to 
accommodate the automated pickup arm.  It was agreed that this is a discussion for the upcoming 2024 budget process set 
to get underway.  Information on the 11/1/22 mattress ban has been widely disseminated by way of the Town’s website, 
and textiles’ (clothes, shoes, handbags) pickup programs are available, although these products are not banned as of this 
moment.    Recycling was discussed, and questions arose as to why we recycle a large amount of plastic when only Nos. 1 
& 2 are actually recycled?  Should we consider a ban on single-use plastics in the Danvers, similar to the plastic bag ban? It 
was agreed that further research is warranted, along with the question of what happens to the plastic bag for recycling a 
mattress or box spring?   Landfill and its operations were discussed at length, including advantages/disadvantages of Town 
reclaiming control (“could be revenue-generating”) but capital improvements and equipment, licensing, staffing (5 f-t 
employees) is not a small undertaking.  The Town Manager explained that “we are about to experience market correction 
that other communities experienced 6-7 years ago and seeing considerable increase on the collection side.  We’ve learned 
a lot through research and have found that the idea is worth exploring but not something we should throw ourselves into.” 
All agreed that, at this point, nothing should be off the table, and everything warrants careful consideration.  Select Board 
member Trask advised that the Town look at fines for dumping in the event an uptick in this practice occurs.   
 
Consent Calendar:  No requests; no vote required.  
 
Town Manager Update 

• Airport representative Aaron Henry to appear before the DSB at meeting following the BAC’s 11/14 meeting.   

• With notification that the Airport manager has resigned, there is hope that the Town will be involved in choosing a 
replacement.  Aaron has requested that the Airport’s Tower Director attend an upcoming DSB meeting. 

• Plan still in place to hold a special DSB meeting dedicated to discussion of just Airport matters; Rep. Moulton should 
be invited. 

• Presentation made to leadership team at 11/1/22 meeting on Strategic Planning and ways in which they may help.   

• Social media push is planned for this initiative--perhaps even a Reverse 911 call to engage residents. 

• “Thank you” to Rep. Kerans and Sen. Lovely for securing the right to purchase DCAM property at State Hospital. State 
will handle demolition and site clean-up before appraisal of property and negotiations (expected to be favorable) for 
sale to town for construction of a new DPW facility.   

 
Select Board member Mills 

• Newsletter published by Senior Center contains a serious array of available services and great social programs. And it’s 
available on-line.  

• HRIC is extremely busy and acting in concert with our Director of Equity & Inclusion.  Recently attended a 3-hour 
workshop for Commission members, and there is a plan to structure workshops for elementary schools.  “For more 
information, call Jasmine, or call me.” 

Select Board member Duggan 

• MBTA announced recently that they have decided not to provide a dedicated bus from Danvers Square to Salem Depot, 
despite strong advocacy by Town Manager and Rep. Sally Kerans who expressed her frustration to MBTA officials in a 
letter.   The Town Manager noted the North Shore Coalition’s transportation plan doesn’t  not focus solely on a bus 
stop, but the Town is working hard to respond to housing needs and residents’ ability to get to work and to shopping 
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centers and available transportation is key to that. Dialogue with DHCD should be considered and 
transportation/housing needs earmarked. “We need to continue to press.” 

• Real progress has been made on rail trail bridge (important component of Phase 1 extension from existing rail trail 
near old train station, eventually hooking up to Middleton) and by year’s end will be completed.  “Kudos to town for 
working with private contractor in building this out.” 

• Hobart Street near Maple Square project being dug up for infrastructure improvements?  The Town Manager noted 
that ongoing work is related to gas work; we wouldn’t be making water improvements at this juncture.  Parking layout 
discussed at length off street time.   Select Board member Bennett noted that six Maple Square project people came 
before DTAC to discuss demolition (to be completed by February), creating two parcels, A (the larger) & B  (to right of 
large parcel) which will be off-street, dedicated parking.  “There will be plenty of parking.” 

• There is ongoing construction of two 10’, three-sided, cedar shingled dugouts underway without notification to 
residents on Damon Street (the end of Bay View.  “This seems like overkill, since there are a lot of structures already at 
the Park.”  Will this be happening at other fields in Town?”  Project was apparently approved by Recreation (the 
Committee and not the Department).  The Town Manager will ask Rec Director Dave Mountain if this was an 
“approved” gift by the Leagues. 

Select Board member Bernard   

• Please ask Rec Director David Mountain to look at the Corbett family-donated snack bar at the Twi-field; “it needs to 
be spruced up a bit.”   

• Thank you to Cindy Dunn and Mary Little; “we have a terrific housing facility in Town, and I enjoy being on that 
committee.” 

• Remind everyone that Betty Ann’s Sub Shop is relocating to 20 Locust Street. 

• Update from Town Clerk on what’s happening with early voting to date, as follows: 

Vote by mail:    5,200 ballots mailed to residents; 2,900 returned 

In-person early voting: 740 (continued  until 11/4 at noon) 
 

Select Board member Trask:  “All set.” 

Select Board member Bennett 

• In-person Veterans Day ceremonies on Friday, November 11, 11 A.M. in DHS Auditorium 

• News that Danvers’ Abiomed has been acquired by Johnson & Johnson. 

• Please remember all veterans and offer thanks for his or her service.” 

• “Good night, Danvers.” 
 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:25 P.M.  
 

Prepared by Ann Freitas 

 

Attest:  Catherine S. Ellsworth, Town Clerk 


