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STREET SPECIFICATIONS 

 

I. OBJECTIVE & PURPOSE 

 

THESE STREET STANDARDS AND SPECIFICATIONS ARE BASICALLY A STATEMENT OF POLICY 

DESIGNED TO ACHIEVE THE OBJECTIVES OF THE “GENERAL PLAN AND THE CODE OF THE 

CITY OF DESERT HOT SPRINGS”.  

 

THESE STANDARDS AND SPECIFICATIONS HAVE BEEN PREPARED TO ENSURE 

DEVELOPMENT OF ADEQUATE STREET SECTIONS FOR THE EXISTING AND PROJECTED 

FUTURE TRAFFIC ON THE VARIOUS CLASSES OF STREETS THROUGHOUT THE CITY THAT 

HAVE BEEN ADOPTED AS THE “MAJOR STREET SYSTEM” IN THE GENERAL PLAN.  

 

THESE STANDARDS AND SPECIFICATIONS ARE ALSO TO SERVE AS A GUIDE TO 

SUBDIVIDERS AND DEVELOPERS IN PREPARING STANDARDIZED STREET PLANS AND 

INSURING ACCEPTABLE UNIFORM DESIGN OF LOCAL STREETS IN CONFORMITY WITH THE 

GENERAL PLAN AND CITY CODE CONCEPTS.  

 

II. DEFINITIONS 

 

A. CITY CODE, AS USED HEREIN, SHALL MEAN THE OFFICIAL CODE OF THE CITY OF 

DESERT HOT SPRINGS AS ADOPTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL AND ANY AMENDMENTS 

THERETO.  

 

B. CITY, WHENEVER THE TERM “CITY” IS USED HEREIN, IT SHALL MEAN THE CITY OF DESERT 

HOT SPRINGS OR ITS AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVES.  

 

C. DIVISION OF HIGHWAY STANDARD SPECIFICATIONS, AS USED HEREIN, SHALL MEAN 

THE STANDARD SPECIFICATIONS, STATE OF CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF 

TRANSPORTATION CURRENT ISSUE. 

 

D. PRIMARY 1 SHALL MEAN A DIVIDED STREET OR HIGHWAY SERVING LARGE VOLUMES 

OF THROUGH TRAFFIC, WITH FULL OR PARTIALLY CONTROLLED ACCESS, CARRYING 

TRAFFIC FROM, TO AND BETWEEN URBAN AREAS AND STATE HIGHWAYS. 

 

E. PRIMARY II OR III - GENERALLY A THROUGH STREET CARRYING LARGE VOLUMES OF 

TRAFFIC BETWEEN MAJOR ARTERIAL AND OTHER ARTERIALS, NORMALLY HAVING 

REASONABLE ACCESS TO ABUTTING PROPERTY.  

 

F. SECONDARY I OR II - A STREET THAT SERVES ABUTTING PROPERTIES WHILE ALSO BEING 

INTERSECTED BY A NET OF LOCAL STREETS.  COLLECTOR STREETS PICK UP AND CARRY 

TRAFFIC TO HIGHER CLASSES OF STREETS.  

 

G. LOCAL COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL STREETS (EITHER COLLECTOR OR LOCAL 

COLLECTOR PER THE GENERAL PLAN), A STREET WHOSE PRIME PURPOSE IS TO SERVE 

THE ABUTTING COMMERCIAL OR INDUSTRIAL PROPERTY AND NORMALLY WITH 

RESTRICTED ACCESS.  

 



H. LOCAL RESIDENTIAL STREET (LOCAL COLLECTOR PER THE GENERAL PLAN), A STREET 

WHOSE PURPOSE IS TO SERVE AS AN ACCESS TO THE RESIDENTIAL ABUTTING 

PROPERTY, GENERALLY LESS THAN 1,320 FEET IN LENGTH.  

 

I. MINOR STREET, A STREET LESS THAN 600 FEET IN LENGTH WHOSE PRIME PURPOSE IS TO 

PROVIDE ACCESS TO A LIMITED AREA. 

 

J. CUL-DE-SAC, A STREET THAT DOES NOT EXTEND THROUGH TO ANOTHER STREET AND 

TERMINATES IN A BULB OR CIRCULAR TURN AROUND AREA.  NORMAL DESIRED 

LENGTH LESS THAN 600 FEET. 

 

III. DESIGN STANDARDS 

 

A. GENERAL REQUIREMENTS 

 

THE SUBDIVIDER OR DEVELOPER, SHALL PREPARE DETAILED STREET IMPROVEMENT 

PLANS FOR THE STREET THROUGH THEIR DEVELOPMENT IN ACCORDANCE WITH THESE 

STANDARDS AND SPECIFICATIONS. 

 

THE PLANS SHALL BE SUBMITTED TO THE ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT FOR APPROVAL 

AT THE TIME OF SUBMISSION OF FINAL MAPS. 

 

NO WORK SHALL BE STARTED UNTIL THE PLANS HAVE BEEN APPROVED. ALL WORK 

SHALL BE COMPLETED UNDER THE INSPECTION OF THE ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT.  

 

AFTER COMPLETION OF THE CONSTRUCTION, THE SUBDIVIDER OR DEVELOPER SHALL 

CORRECT OR CERTIFY THE ORIGINAL OF THE STREET PLANS TO AS-BUILTS AND RETURN 

THEM TO THE ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT.  AS-BUILT DRAWINGS MUST BE SUBMITTED 

BEFORE THE CITY WILL ACCEPT THE WORK AND RELEASE THE BOND DEPOSIT PLACED 

BY THE DEVELOPER OR SUBDIVIDER.  

 

B. PLANS 

 

THE PLANS SHALL HAVE GENERAL NOTE APPLICABLE TO THE PROJECT, WHICH ARE 

INCLUDED AS STD. 2000 THROUGH 2005. 

 

THE STREET IMPROVEMENT PLANS SHALL INCLUDE A PLAN VIEW AND PROFILE OF THE 

STREET OR STREETS DRAWN ON 24” X 36” FEDERAL AID STANDARD OR SIMILAR SHEETS 

ON GOOD QUALITY MYLAR.  

 

THE PLANS SHALL BE PREPARED IN ACCORDANCE WITH STANDARD DRAFTING 

PRACTICES AND THESE STANDARDS.   

 

THE PROFILE SHALL SHOW CURB AND CENTERLINE OF STREET ELEVATION AT GRADE 

CHANGES AND AT CURB RETURNS, AND THE PERCENT OF GRADE BETWEEN THESE 

POINTS.  THE PROFILE SHALL ALSO SHOW THE ELEVATION OF THE FLOW LINES OF 

CROSS GUTTERS AND DRAINAGE STRUCTURES.  

 



THE PLAN VIEW SHALL SHOW BEARING AND DISTANCES BETWEEN INTERSECTIONS, 

CURVE DATA INCLUDING ARC LENGTH, ANGLE AND TANGENT LENGTH OF ALL 

STREET CENTERLINES IN SUFFICIENT DETAILS FOR ESTABLISHMENT OF THESE LINES.   

 

THE PLAN VIEW SHALL ALSO INCLUDE ALL CURVE DATA OF CURB LINES INCLUDING 

ARC LENGTH, TANGENT LENGTH, ANGLE, AND STATION NUMBERS OF THE BEGINNING 

AND END OF CURVES AND CURB RETURNS, IN SUFFICIENT DETAIL FOR FIELD 

ENGINEERING AND INSPECTION.  

 

THE PLAN VIEW SHALL ALSO SHOW THE LOCATION OF ALL DRAINAGE STRUCTURES, 

VALVES, MANHOLES, UNDERGROUND UTILITY VAULTS, HANDICAP RAMPS, 

DRIVEWAY APPROACHES, CROSS GUTTERS, CURB AND GUTTER SIDEWALK AND 

STREET LIGHTS EITHER EXISTING OR TO BE CONSTRUCTED.  ALSO INCLUDE DETAILS, 

TYPICAL SECTIONS, AND ANY ITEMS NECESSARY FOR THE COMPLETION OF THE 

PROJECT.  

 

WHERE STANDARD DETAILED DRAWINGS ARE REFERRED TO, THEY SHALL BE 

ATTACHED OR SHOWN IN DETAIL ON THE PLANS OR ON A SEPARATE SHEET.  

 

C. STREET STANDARDS 

 

1. FLEXIBLE PAVEMENT DESIGN: THE STRUCTURAL SECTION TO BE USED ON EACH OF 

THE DIFFERENT CLASSES OF CITY STREETS SHALL BE AS HEREINAFTER SPECIFIED FOR 

THE DIFFERENT CLASSES OF STREETS OR BASED UPON AN ENGINEERED SECTION 

DESIGN BY THE RESISTANCE VALUE “R” VALUE METHOD, DESIGNATED AS TEST NO. 

301 – F OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS, DIVISION 

OF HIGHWAYS DESIGN MANUAL.  

 

IN CALCULATING THESE SECTIONS, THE FOLLOWING MINIMUM TRAFFIC INDEXES 

SHALL BE USED: 

 

A. PRIMARY I MINIMUM INDEX    8 

B. PRIMARY II AND III MINIMUM INDEX   7 

C. SECONDARY I AND II MINIMUM INDEX   5 ½  

D. COLLECTOR STREET     5 ½  

E. LOCAL COLLECTOR      4 

F. CUL-DE-SAC      3 ½  

 

THE FOLLOWING STRUCTURAL SECTIONS ARE THE MINIMUM ACCEPTABLE TO THE 

CITY IN LIEU OF AN ENGINEERING SECTION: 

 

A. PRIMARY I   4” AC 10” AGGREGATE BASE 

B. PRIMARY II AND III  3” AC 8” AGGREGATE BASE 

C. SECONDARY I AND II  3” AC 8” AGGREGATE BASE 

D. COLLECTOR   3” AC 8” AGGREGATE BASE 

E. LOCAL COLLECTOR  3” AC 6” AGGREGATE BASE 

F. ALLEY/RURAL STREET  3” AC 4” AGGREGATE BASE 

  



2. GEOMETRIC SECTIONS: THE FOLLOWING SECTIONS ARE CONSIDERED TO BE THE 

DESIRABLE MINIMUM ACCEPTABLE TO THE CITY.  WHERE CIRCUMSTANCES 

AND/OR CONDITIONS WARRANT GREATER WIDTHS, ADDITIONAL R/W MAY BE 

REQUIRED OR RESERVED AND PROTECTED BY BUILDING SETBACK LINES.  

 

CLASS OF STREET   CURB TO CURB  RIGHT OF WAY 

PRIMARY 1    94 FEET   110 FEET  

PRIMARY II    86 FEET   110 FEET 

PRIMARY III    94 FEET   110 FEET 

SECONDARY I    80 FEET   100 FEET 

SECONDARY II   64 FEET   80 FEET  

COLLECTOR    52 FEET   72 FEET 

LOCAL COLLECTOR  40 FEET   60 FEET  

 

3. CURVE DATA: STREET AND HIGHWAY CURVES ARE TO BE DESIGNED TO SAFELY 

HANDLE THE NORMAL SPEED OF THE TRAFFIC FOR THE AREA AND TYPE OF STREET 

INVOLVED, BUT SHALL NOT BE LESS THAN THE FOLLOWING MINIMUM: 

 

CLASS OF STREET     CURVE RADII 

PRIMARY 1      750 FEET 

PRIMARY II, III, SECONDARY I, II   500 FEET 

COLLECTOR      300 FEET 

LOCAL COLLECTOR    200 FEET 

 

CUL-DE-SAC SHALL HAVE A MINIMUM PROPERTY LINE RADIUS OF 45 FEET AND A 

MINIMUM CURB RADIUS OF 38 FEET. 

 

FOR DETAIL, SEE CITY STANDARD DRAWING NO. 800. 

 

4. STREET INTERSECTIONS: THE INTERSECTING ANGLE OF STREET CENTERLINE SHALL 

NOT BE LESS THAN 45 DEGREES, OPPOSING STREETS CENTERLINE SHOULD BE 

OPPOSITE OR HAVE AN OFFSET NOT TO EXCEED 12 FEET OR BE SEPARATED BY 150 

FEET FOR RESIDENTIAL STREETS AND 200 FEET FOR OTHERS.  

 

5. STREET GRADE: THE MINIMUM DESIRABLE STREET GRADE IS 0.50%.  LESSER GRADES 

ARE SUBJECT TO INDIVIDUAL DETERMINATION BY THE DEPARTMENT.  IN EITHER 

CASE, THE SLOPE OR GRADE OF CROSS GUTTERS AT INTERSECTIONS SHALL NOT 

BE LESS THAN 0.5%.  

 

6. CROSS GUTTERS AND SPANDRELS: PORTLAND CEMENT CONCRETE CROSS 

GUTTERS AND CURB RETURN SPANDRELS ARE REQUIRED IN THE FLOW LINE OF ALL 

STREET INTERSECTIONS WHERE NORMAL DRAINAGE PATTERNS CROSS A STREET.  

THE NORMAL CROSS GUTTER IS 8 INCH THICK, PLACED UPON 8 INCH IMPORTED 

AGGREGATE BASE MATERIAL, 6” X 6” – 10” X 10” WELDED WIRE FABRIC PLACED 

THROUGHOUT THE CROSS GUTTER MAYBE SUBSTITUTED FOR THE 8 INCH OF 

IMPORTED AGGREGATE BASE MATERIAL.  FOR PARTICULAR DETAILS, SEE CITY 

STANDARD DRAWING NO’S 211 AND 212. 

 



7. CURB RETURNS: PORTLAND CEMENT CONCRETE CURB RETURNS ARE REQUIRED 

AT ALL INTERSECTIONS.  THE NORMAL CURB RADIUS FOR THE DIFFERENT CLASSES 

OF STREETS ARE AS FOLLOWS: 

 

CLASS OF STREET     CURB RADIUS LENGTH 

PRIMARY 1       35 FEET 

PRIMARY II, III, SECONDARY I, II    35 FEET 

COLLECTOR       30 FEET 

LOCAL COLLECTOR     25 FEET 

 

AT THE INTERSECTION OF TWO DIFFERENT CLASSES OF STREETS, THE LARGER RADII 

WILL BE USED. VARIATIONS FROM THE ABOVE IS SUBJECT TO INDIVIDUAL 

APPROVAL BY THE DEPARTMENT AND BASED UPON UNUSUAL CONDITIONS THAT 

PROHIBIT THE ABOVE RADII.  

   

8. CURB AND GUTTER: 

 

a. CURBS: PORTLAND CEMENT CONCRETE STRAIGHT FACE CURB MAY BE 

USED ON INVERTED STREETS AND MEDIAN ISLAND. USE IN OTHER AREAS 

IS SUBJECT TO APPROVAL BY THE CITY.  THE NORMAL CURB FACE IS 6 

INCHES.  FOR CONSTRUCTION DETAILS, SEE CITY STANDARD DRAWING 

NO. 201. 

b. CURB AND GUTTERS: PORTLAND CEMENT CONCRETE CURB AND GUTTER 

IS REQUIRED ON ALL STREETS EXCEPT WHERE CURB ONLY IS ALLOWED.   

 

THE NORMAL CURB FACE HEIGHT IS 6 INCHES, AN 8-INCH CURB FACE MAY BE 

UTILIZED WHERE APPROVED BY THE ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT.  

 

18-INCH WIDE GUTTERS MAY BE USED ON LOCAL RESIDENTIAL STREETS; ALL OTHER 

GUTTER WIDTHS SHALL BE 24 INCHES.  

 

CURB AND GUTTERS ARE TO BE INTEGRAL CAST IN ACCORDANCE WITH CITY 

STANDARD DRAWINGS NO. 200. 

 

WEDGE CURB PER CITY STANDARD DRAWING NO. 202 MAY ONLY BE USED ON 

PRIVATE STREETS WITH INDIVIDUAL DEPARTMENT APPROVAL.  

 

9. DRIVEWAYS: DRIVEWAYS ARE TO BE SO DESIGNED AS TO PROVIDE THE BEST 

ACCESS TO THE PROPERTY SERVED WITH THE LEAST NUMBER OF OPENINGS.  

DRIVEWAY OPENINGS ON ARTERIAL STREETS ARE NOT DESIRABLE AND 

FRONTAGE ROADS MAY BE REQUIRED.  

 

UNDER NORMAL CONDITIONS, DRIVEWAY OPENINGS SHALL NOT EXCEED 40% 

OF THE PROPERTY FRONTAGE.  DRIVEWAY OPENINGS WILL NOT BE PERMITTED IN 

CURB RETURNS AND IN ANY CASE, SHALL NOT BE LESS THAN 30 FEET FROM THE 

CURB LINE OF THE INTERSECTING STREET, MEASURED PERPENDICULAR FROM THE 

CURB LINE EXTENDED.  

 



A MINIMUM LENGTH 16 FEET OF FULL HEIGHT CURB SHALL BE MAINTAINED 

BETWEEN TWO DRIVEWAYS SERVING THE SAME PROPERTY.   

 

COMMON DRIVEWAYS TO SERVE TWO (2) PROPERTIES ARE ACCEPTABLE UNDER 

NORMAL CONDITIONS.  THE WIDTH OF A COMMON DRIVEWAY SHALL  BE THE 

SAME FOR A SINGLE DRIVEWAY.   

 

DRIVEWAY OPENINGS SHALL BE MEASURED ALONG THE FLAT ON DEPRESSED 

TYPE, AND AT THE PROPERTY LINE FOR THOSE WITH A CURB RADIUS.  

 

THE NORMAL OPENINGS FOR THE VARIOUS ZONES ARE:  

 ZONE    MIN. WIDTH   MAX. WIDTH 

RESIDENTIAL   10 FEET    20 FEET 

COMMERCIAL   12 FEET    24 FEET 

INDUSTRIAL    16 FEET    32 FEET 

 

DRIVEWAY OPENINGS IN EXCESS OF THOSE ABOVE ARE SUBJECT TO INDIVIDUAL 

DETERMINATION AND PROOF WILL HAVE TO BE PROVIDED THAT THE ABOVE 

LIMITS WOULD NOT PROVIDE ADEQUATE ACCESS AND LIMIT THE USE OF THE 

PROPERTY.  

 

ON PRIMARY AND SECONDARY STREETS WITH SPEEDS ABOVE 35 MPH, THE 

DRIVEWAY WIDTHS MAY BE EXTENDED 5 FEET FOR EACH MPH UP TO 45 MPH. 

 

DEPRESSED CURB DRIVEWAYS WILL NORMALLY BE USED TO SERVE RESIDENTIAL, 

COMMERCIAL, AND INDUSTRIAL LOTS. THE GUTTER SECTIONS OF THE INDUSTRIAL 

AND COMMERCIAL DRIVEWAYS SHALL BE THICKENED AND REINFORCED, AND 

CONSTRUCTED IN ACCORDANCE WITH CITY STANDARD DRAWING NO. 206, 207, 

AND 208.  

 

CURB RADIUS TYPE DRIVEWAY OPENINGS ARE NORMALLY USED TO PROVIDE 

ACCESS TO SHOPPING CENTERS AND OTHER LARGE PARKING AREAS.  

 

THE RADIUS LENGTH SHOULD NOT BE LESS THAN THE WIDTH OF THE PARKWAY 

AND CONSTRUCTED IN ACCORDANCE WITH CITY STANDARD DRAWING NO. 

207. 

 

10. DRIVEWAY APPROACHES: PORTLAND CEMENT CONCRETE DRIVEWAY 

APPROACHES ARE REQUIRED AT ALL DEPRESSED CURB DRIVEWAYS AND SHALL 

EXTEND TO THE INSIDE EDGE OF THE SIDEWALK.  ALL DRIVEWAYS SHALL MAINTAIN 

ADA ACCESSIBILITY FOR SIDEWALKS PER CITY STANDARD DRAWINGS NO. 206, 

207, 208, 209, 210, AND 211.  

 

THE SIDEWALK AREA MAY BE DEPRESSED WHERE NECESSARY FOR SAFETY 

PURPOSES.  RESIDENTIAL APPROACHES SHALL BE 6 INCHES THICK.  COMMERCIAL 

AND INDUSTRIAL SHALL BE 8 INCHES THICK REINFORCED, AS SHOWN ON CITY 

STANDARD DRAWINGS NO. 206 AND 207. 

 



11. SIDEWALKS: PORTLAND CEMENT CONCRETE SIDEWALKS ARE REQUIRED ALONG 

ALL STREET FRONTAGES. THE NORMAL SIDEWALK THICKNESS IS 4 INCHES EXCEPT 

AS SPECIFIED AT DRIVEWAY OPENINGS.  ALL SIDEWALKS SHALL PROVIDE ADA 

ACCESS FOR A 4’ MINIMUM AT DRIVEWAYS.  

 

THE MINIMUM ACCEPTABLE WIDTHS OF SIDEWALKS ARE AS FOLLOWS: 

 

ZONE    WIDTH   LOCATION 

RESIDENTIAL   4 FEET   ADJ. TO CURB 

MULTIPLE RESIDENTIAL   5 FEET   ADJ. TO CURB 

RETAIL COMMERCIAL FULL WIDTH OF PARKWAY ADJ. TO CURB 

 

VARIATIONS OF THESE STANDARDS TO ALLOW FOR LANDSCAPING ARE SUBJECT 

TO THE APPROVAL OF THE LANDSCAPE PLAN BY THE CITY.  

 

FOR DETAIL, SEE CITY STANDARD NO. 400. 

       

12. UTILITY LOCATION: UNDERGROUND UTILITIES LOCATED IN THE PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-

WAY WILL GENERALLY BE LOCATED AS FOLLOWS: 

 

FACILITY    LOCATION 

WATER    SOUTH AND EAST SIDE 

GAS    NORTH AND WEST SIDE 

SEWER    5 FEET NORTH OR WEST OF CENTERLINE 

STORM DRAIN   6 FEET SOUTH OR EAST OF CENTERLINE 

TELEPHONE    PARKWAY 

TV CABLE    PARKWAY STREET 

LIGHTS    PARKWAY 

ELECTRICITY   PARKWAY 

 

WHERE POSSIBLE, UTILITIES LOCATED BETWEEN CURB LINES WILL BE IN THE 

PARKING LANES OUT OF THE TRAVEL WAY. IF FEASIBLE, TELEPHONE, POWER, AND 

TV CABLE WILL UTILIZE A COMMON DITCH. FOR TYPICAL DETAILS, SEE CITY 

STANDARD DRAWING NO. 803.  

 

13. MONUMENTS: STANDARD MONUMENTS SHALL BE SET AT ALL STREET CENTERLINE 

INTERSECTIONS, TANGENT POINTS OF CENTERLINE CURVE IF POSSIBLE, OR AT THE 

BC AND EC OF CURVES. FOR STANDARD MONUMENT DETAILS, SEE CITY 

STANDARD DRAWING NO. 900, 901, AND 902.  

 

14. STORM DRAINS: STORM DRAINS SHALL BE INITIATED WHENEVER THE DEPTH OF 

FLOW FOR A 10-YEAR STORM EVENT WILL EXCEED THE TOP OF CURB ELEVATION 

FOR THE ULTIMATE STREET SECTION OR THE DEPTH OF FLOW FOR A 100-YEAR 

STORM EVENT WILL EXCEED THE RIGHT-OF-WAY ELEVATION FOR THE ULTIMATE 

STREET SECTION.  STORM DRAIN FACILITIES SHALL BE DESIGN TO CONVEY THE 100-

YEAR STORM EVENT FLOW RATES.  THE RATIONAL METHOD SHALL BE USED FOR 

COMPUTING RUNOFF FOR AREAS LESS THAN 500 ACRES.  ALL CALCULATIONS 

SHALL BE IN CONFORMANCE WITH THE RIVERSIDE COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL 

AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICTS HYDROLOGY MANUAL.   



 

PIPE SIZES LESS THAN 12 INCHES WILL NOT BE ACCEPTABLE, AND PIPE SIZES LESS 

THAN 18 INCHES WILL NOT BE ACCEPTABLE WITHIN PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-WAY. THE 

CALCULATIONS FOR THE STORM DRAIN FACILITIES SHALL BE INCLUDED IN A 

REPORT WHICH INCLUDES THE HYDROLOGICAL CALCULATIONS, HYDRAULIC 

CALCULATIONS, AND DESIGN OF THE STORM DRAIN FACILITIES.   

 

INLET AND OUTLET STRUCTURES SHALL BE PORTLAND CEMENT CONCRETE IN 

ACCORDANCE WITH CITY STANDARD DRAWINGS.  

 

15. STREET NAME SIGNS: DOUBLE-FACED POLE TOP MOUNTED STREET NAME SIGNS 

SHALL BE INSTALLED AT ALL INTERSECTIONS. 

 

THE SIGN SHALL BEAR THE STREET NAME AS APPROVED AND THE BLOCK NUMBER, 

AND BE INSTALLED IN ACCORDANCE WITH CITY STANDARD DRAWING NO. 804. 

 

16. STREET LIGHTS: STREET LIGHTING IS REQUIRED ALONG ALL STREET FRONTAGES 

AND SHALL BE INSTALLED IN ACCORDANCE WITH SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 

EDISON SPECIFICATIONS.   

 

17. STREET TREES: STREET TREES ARE REQUIRED IN SOME INSTANCES ALONG PROPERTY 

FRONTAGE FOR RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL PROPERTIES.  REFER TO 

ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT FOR APPROVAL.  

 

18. LANDSCAPING: LANDSCAPING MAY BE ALLOWED IN THE PARKWAY AREA NOT 

REQUIRED FOR SIDEWALK UPON APPROVAL BY THEY CITY AND ISSUANCE OF A 

PERMIT.  ALL LANDSCAPE PLANTERS SHALL HAVE A PERMANENT IRRIGATION 

SYSTEM AND ALL PLANTERS OR LANDSCAPE AREAS IN THE PARKWAY BETWEEN 

THE SIDEWALK AND PROPERTY LINE, SHALL BE PROTECTED BY A CONCRETE CURB 

EXTENDING 6 INCHES ABOVE THE LEVEL OF THE SIDEWALK.  

 

19. IRRIGATION SYSTEM: PERMANENT IRRIGATION SYSTEMS WILL BE ALLOWED IN THE 

PARKWAYS UPON APPROVAL OF THE SYSTEM BY THE PUBLIC WORKS 

DEPARTMENT AND ISSUANCE OF AN ENCROACHMENT PERMIT.  THE SYSTEM 

SHALL BE EQUIPPED WITH AN APPROVED BACKFLOW DEVICE OR VACUUM 

BREAKER MOUNTED 12 INCHES ABOVE THE HIGHEST HEAD OF OUTLET.  ALL 

CONSTANT PRESSURE LINES IN THE PARKWAY SHALL BE METALLIC, ALL OTHER 

LINES MAY BE PLASTIC WITH A MINIMUM OF 12 INCHES OF COVER.  THE SYSTEM 

MAY BE MANUAL OR AUTOMATICALLY CONTROLLED.  

 

MASTER CONTROL PANEL FOR AUTOMATIC SPRINKLERS SHALL NORMALLY BE 

LOCATED OUTSIDE THE RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE AND BE EQUIPPED WITH A TIGHT 

LOCKING COVER.  

 

AUTOMATIC SPRINKLER VALVES, WHERE USED, SHALL BE THE NORMALLY CLOSED 

TYPE.  ELECTRIC SPRINKLER VALVES, WHERE USED, SHALL BE LOW VOLTAGE TYPE.  

 

20. ORNAMENTAL LIGHTING: ORNAMENTAL LIGHTING WILL BE ALLOWED IN THE 

PARKWAY LANDSCAPE AREA OR ON STREET TREES UPON APPROVAL OF THE 



PLAN BY THE ENGINEEERING DEPARTMENT AND ISSUANCE OF AN 

ENCROACHMENT PERMIT.  

 

ALL WIRING SHALL BE UNDERGROUND A MINIMUM OF 18 INCHES COVERED WITH 

CONTINUOUS RUNS BETWEEN FIXTURES, LIGHTS AND/OR JUNCTION BOXES AND 

IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE NATIONAL ELECTRICAL CODE AND STATE 

ELECTRICAL SAFETY ORDINANCE.  

 

ALL LIGHTS BELOW 7 FEET SHALL SHINE UPWARDS AWAY FROM THE TRAVELED 

WAY AND BE COVERED WITH SHIELDS AND GUARDS AND IF ATTACHED TO TREES, 

SHALL NOT EXTEND MORE THAN 12 INCHES FROM THE TRUNK.  

 

THE USE OF FLASHING OR COLORED LIGHTS THAT MAY INTERFERE OR CONFLICT 

WITH TRAFFIC SHALL NOT BE ALLOWED.  

 

IV. MATERIAL SPECIFICATIONS AND CONSTRUCTION DETAILS 

 

A. CONSTRUCTION 

 

1. GENERAL REQUIREMENTS: ALL MATERIAL AND WORKMANSHIP AND TESTING FOR 

STREET CONSTRUCTION REQUIRED BY SECTION 150 (BUILDING ORDINANCE 

REGULATIONS) OF THE CITY OF DESERT HOT SPRINGS CODE, SHALL BE IN 

ACCORDANCE WITH THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA, DEPARTMENT OF 

TRANSPORTATION STANDARD SPECIFICATIONS, CURRENT EDITION, EXCEPT AS 

HEREIN MODIFIED.  

 

2. SAMPLE AND TESTING: THE DEVELOPER AND/OR APPLICANT SHALL, AT HIS 

EXPENSE, PROVIDE ALL THE NECESSARY SAMPLES AND TESTS THAT THE 

DEPARTMENT MAY REQUIRE ASSURING THAT THE QUALITY OF MATERIAL AND 

WORKMANSHIP ARE IN ACCORDANCE WITH CITY SPECIFICATIONS.  

 

AT THE OPTION OF THE CITY, PRELIMINARY APPROVAL OF MATERIALS AND THE 

SOURCE OF SUPPLY MAY BE REQUIRED PRIOR TO DELIVERY TO THE JOB SITE.  

 

3. DEFECTIVE MATERIALS: ALL MATERIALS NOT CONFORMING TO THE 

REQUIREMENTS OF THESE SPECIFICATIONS SHALL BE CONSIDERED DEFECTIVE 

WHETHER IN PLACE OR NOT AND ALL SUCH MATERIALS SHALL BE REMOVED 

FROM THE SITE UNLESS OTHERWISE APPROVED BY THE CITY. REJECTED MATERIALS, 

THE DEFECTS OF WHICH HAVE BEEN CORRECTED, MAY BE USED UPON WRITTEN 

APPROVAL OF THE CITY.  

 

4. DUST CONTROL: THE DEVELOPER SHALL MAKE ARRANGEMENTS AND PROVIDE 

THE CITY WITH THE NAME AND ADDRESS AND THE TELEPHONE NUMBERS OF THE 

PARTIES TO BE CONTACTED SHOULD DUST CONTROL MEASURE BE REQUIRED TO 

KEEP THE AREA FREE AFTER REGULAR HOURS, ON WEEKENDS, AND HOLIDAYS.  

ALL IN-FILL CONSTRUCTION MUST ADHERE TO PM-10 RULE 403.1 AS REQUIRED.  

ALL TRACT CONSTRUCTION MUST ADHERE TO ALL OF THE PM-10 AND SWPPP 

GUIDELINES AS SET UNDER SCAQMD GUIDELINES.  

 



5. RESPONSIBILITY: THE DEVELOPER SHALL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR ALL DAMAGES TO 

ONSITE, OFFSITE, AND ADJACENT UTILITIES, FACILITIES AND PROPERTIES AND 

SHALL CARRY SUFFICIENT INSURANCE TO PROTECT THE CITY AND ADJACENT 

PROPERTY.  

 

B. MATERIALS 

 

1. PORTLAND CEMENT CONCRETE: PORTLAND CEMENT CONCRETE FOR CURB AND 

GUTTER, DRIVEWAYS, SIDEWALKS, AND CROSS GUTTERS SHALL BE CLASS “B” AND 

FURNISHED IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 30, 40, 73, AND 90 OF THE DEPARTMENT 

OF TRANSPORTATION, STANDARD SPECIFICATIONS, CURRENT ISSUE.  

 

PORTLAND CEMENT CONCRETE FOR STRUCTURES SHALL BE CLASS “A” AND 

FURNISHED IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 51 AND 90 OF THE DEPARTMENT OF 

TRANSPORTATION STANDARD SPECIFICATIONS, CURRENT ISSUE.  

 

2. AGGREGATE BASE MATERIAL: AGGREGATE BASE MATERIAL SHALL BE CLASS 2 

FURNISHED IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 26 OF THE DEPARTMENT OF 

TRANSPORTATION STANDARD SPECIFICATIONS CURRENT ISSUE.   

 

3. WEED KILLER: APPLICATION OF WEED KILLER IS REQUIRED BEFORE ANY NEW ASPHALT 

PAVEMENT CAN BE CONSTRUCTED.  THE WEED CONTROL SHALL BE IN 

ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 20-4.026 CALTRANS STANDARD SPECIFICATIONS 

DATED JANUARY, 1989 AND AS DIRECTED BY THE CITY ENGINEER.  

 

4. ASPHALT CONCRETE: ASPHALT CONCRETE SHALL BE FURNISHED IN ACCORDANCE 

WITH SECTION 39 OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA, DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION, 

STANDARD SPECIFICATIONS EXCEPT AS FOLLOWS: 

 

THE COMBINED MINERAL AGGREGATE SHALL CONFORM TO THE GRADING 

SPECIFIED FOR ½ INCH MAXIMUM, MEDIUM GRADING FOR BASE LAYER AND 3/8 

INCH MAXIMUM, MEDIUM GRADING FOR THE SURFACE COURSE.  

 

BITUMINOUS BINDER TO BE MIXED WITH THE MINERAL AGGREGATE SHALL BE STEAM-

REFINED PAVING ASPHALT GRADE OF AR 1000, CONFORMING TO SECTION 92 OF 

THE STANDARD SPECIFICATIONS.  THE GRADE OF THE PAVING ASPHALT TO BE USED 

WILL BE DETERMINED BY THE ENGINEER.  

 

ASPHALT PAINT BINDER SHALL BE FURNISHED AND APPLIED IN ACCORDANCE WITH 

SECTION 93 OF THE STANDARD SPECIFICATIONS.  APPLICATION OF A FOG SEAL IS 

REQUIRED IN AN AMOUNT APPROVED BY THE DEPARTMENT.  

 

5. EARTHWORK: THE EARTHWORK INVOLVED SHALL CONFORM TO SECTION 19 OF THE 

DIVISION OF HIGHWAYS STANDARD SPECIFICATIONS EXCEPT AS HEREIN MODIFIED.  

 

COMPACTION REQUIREMENTS CALLING FOR EXCAVATING THE NATURAL GROUND 

ARE WAIVED AND THE FOLLOWING REQUIREMENTS SHALL APPLY. WHEN THE 

RELATIVE COMPACTION OF THE NATURAL GROUND IS A GRADED ROADBED IN CUT 

SECTIONS, UPON WHICH A SPECIFIED LAYER OF ROADBED MATERIAL IS TO BE 



PLACED IS LESS THAN 95%, THE GRADED ROADBED IN CUT SECTION SHALL BE 

COMPACTED UNTIL A RELATIVE COMPACTION OF 95% IS OBTAINED IN THE TOP 6 

INCHES OF THE GRADED ROADBED.  WHEN THE RELATIVE COMPACTION OF 

NATURAL GROUND AREA UPON WHICH EMBANKMENT FILLS ARE TO BE PLACED IS 

LESS THAN 96%, AND SUCH SOILS ARE ABOVE A PLACE TWO (2) FEET BELOW FINISHED 

GRADE OF THE ROADBED, THE GROUND SURFACE SHALL BE COMPACTED BEFORE 

ANY EMBANKMENT IS PLACED THEREON UNTIL A RELATIVE COMPACTION OF 95% IS 

OBTAINED IN THE TOP 6”.   

 

6. MONUMENT COVERS AND FRAMES: SHALL BE CAST IRON, MINIMUM OF 12 INCHES 

LONG, COVERS SHALL BE NOTCHED OR HAVE DEPRESSIONS TO FACILITATE 

REMOVAL. THEY SHALL BE INSTALLED IN ACCORDANCE WITH CITY STANDARD NO. 

902.  

 

7. STREET NAME SIGNS: STREET NAME SIGNS SHALL BE DOUBLE FACED PORCELAIN 

ENAMEL, POLE TOP MOUNTED OF A DESIGN APPROVED BY THE CITY, MOUNTED 10 

FEET ABOVE THE SIDEWALK OR GROUND.   

 

THE SIGN POST SHALL BE 2 INCHES STANDARD GALVANIZED IRON PIPE SET 32 INCHES 

DEEP IN A 12 INCH DIAMETER CONCRETE FOOTING. 

 

THE STREET NAME SIGN SHALL GENERALLY BE SET ON THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF THE 

INTERSECTION.  

 

REFER TO CITY STANDARD DRAWING NO. 804. 

 

8. IRRIGATION SYSTEM: ALL MATERIAL AND WORKMANSHIP SHALL BE IN ACCORDANCE 

WITH THE UNIFORM PLUMBING CODE AS ADOPTED BY THE CITY OF DESERT HOT 

SPRINGS AND AS SET OUT IN THIS SECTION. 

 

ALL CONSTANT PRESSURE PIPE LOCATED IN THE PARKWAY UNDER AC PAVEMENT OR 

CONCRETE SIDEWALKS, DRIVEWAYS, ETC., MUST BE EITHER TYPE K COPPER OR HIGH 

DENSITY VIRGIN POLYETHYLENE PIPE, ORANGEBURG CLASS 160 OR EQUAL.  WHERE 

COPPER TUBING IS USED, ALL UNDERGROUND CONNECTIONS SHALL BE 

COMPRESSION TYPE UNIONS.  

 

CONSTAND PRESSURE PIPE LOCATED IN THE PARKWAY NOT UNDER AC PAVEMENT 

OR CONCRETE WORK SHALL BE RIGID PVC SCHEDULE 40 PIPE WITH SOLVENT WELDED 

FITTINGS.  ALL CONSTANT PRESSURE PIPES SHALL HAVE A MINIMUM OF 12-INCH 

COVER.  

 

PIPE NOT UNDER CONSTAND PRESSURE SHALL BE RIGID PVC.  CLASS 200/SDR 21 OR 

APPROVED EQUAL WITH A MINIMUM OF 12-INCH COVER. 

 

FITTINGS FOR ALL PVC PIPE SHALL BE PVC SCHEDULE 40.  ALL RISERS ABOVE THE 

GROUND LEVEL SHALL BE STANDARD GALVANIZED PIPE.  

 

VACUUM BREAKERS WHERE USED SHALL BE BRASS BODIED WITH SYNTHETIC SEATING, 

COMBINATION SHUT OFF TYPE.  BACKFLOW DEVICES SHALL BE OF A TYPE APPROVED 



BY THE CITY. AUTOMATIC SPRINKLER VALVES MAY BE USED, ELECTRIC VALVES WHERE 

USED SHALL BE THE LOW VOLTAGE TYPE.  

 

ALL ELECTRIC CONTROLLED SPRINKLERS SHALL HAVE COPPER CONDUCTORS WITH 

RUBBER OR THERMOPLASTIC COVERING.  WHEN BURIED UNDERGROUND, THE 

CONDUCTORS MUST HAVE A MINIMUM OF 12 INCHES OF COVER.  WHEN BURIED 

UNDER DRIVEWAYS OR OTHER TRAVELED WAY, THEY ARE ALSO TO BE ENCASED IN A 

PLASTIC TUBE OR SLEEVE.  

 

THE METER CONTROL PANEL AND ALL EQUIPMENT OF 120 VOLTS OR OVER MUST BE 

LOCATED ON PRIVATE PROPERTY AND ENTIRELY OFF THE PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-WAY.  THE 

CONTROLLER BOX SHALL BE EQUIPPED WITH A TIGHT LOCKING COVER.  

 

9. ORNAMENTAL LIGHTING: ALL MATERIAL  AND WORKMANSHIP SHALL BE IN 

ACCORDANCE WITH THE LATEST EDITION OF THE NATIONAL ELECTRICAL CODE, THE 

UNIFORM WIRING CODE, AND THE STATE ELECTRICAL SAFETY ORDERS AND THESE 

SPECIFICATIONS.  

 

JUNCTION AND PULL BOXES SHALL BE CONCRETE WITH BOLT ON COVERS MARKED 

“HIGH VOLTAGE”.  

 

ALL UNDERGROUND WIRING IS TO BE ENCASED IN PVC CONDUIT WITH A MINIMUM 

OF 18 INCHES COVER. RIVERS FROM PVC CONDUIT TO FIXTURES OVER 12 INCHES 

ABOVE GROUND LEVEL SHALL BE OF STANDARD RIGID GALVANIZED CONDUIT.  

 

ALL LIGHT FIXTURES AND UTILITY BOXES SHALL BE WATERPROOF AND LOCATED A 

MINIMUM OF 12 INCHES ABOVE THE GROUND.  

 

CONDUITS RUNNING UP TREE TRUNKS SHALL BE RIGID METAL TUBING BEGINNING AT 

12 INCHES ABOVE GROUND AND SHALL BE EQUIPPED WITH WEATHER PROOF 

FITTINGS.  THE CONDUIT SHALL BE SECURELY ANCHORED TO THE TREE AT A MINIMUM 

OF FOUR (4) FOOT INTERVALS.  

 

ALL CONDUCTORS SHALL BE COPPER.  NO SPLICES SHALL BE PERMITTED IN 

UNDERGROUND RUNS BETWEEN FIXTURES OR JUNCTION BOXES.  ALL LIGHTS ARE TO 

BE WEATHER SEALED, DIRECTIONAL FLOOD TYPE.  FIXTURES MOUNTED BELOW SEVEN 

(7) FEET IN HEIGHT SHALL BE EQUIPPED WITH GLARE SHIELDS AND WITH A WIRE 

GUARD THAT CANNOT BE REMOVED WITHOUT TOOLS.  ANY LIGHT MOUNTED LOWER 

THAN SEVEN (7) FEET ABOVE GROUND SHALL NOT PROTRUDE MORE THAN TWELVE 

(12) INCHES FROM THE TREE. 

 

THE USE OF RED, GREEN, AMBER OR ANY FORM OF FLASHING LIGHTS IN THE VICINITY 

OF TRAFFIC SIGNS OR SIGNALS IS SUBJECT TO REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF THE CITY 

ENGINEER.  

 

ALL CONTROL PANELS AND NECESSARY SAFETY DEVICES SHALL BE LOCATED ON THE 

APPLICANT’S PROPERTY. THEY SHALL BE WATER TIGHT, UL APPROVED AND EQUIPPED 

WITH A LOCKING DEVICE AND CIRCUIT BREAKERS OR FUSES OF A SIZE REQUIRED TO 

PROTECT THE SYSTEM.  
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