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City of Desert Hot Springs 

 City Council 
AGENDA ITEM REPORT 

 
 

 
To: City Council 
Date: April 6, 2021 
Department: Public Works 
Prepared by: Daniel Porras, Public Works Director 
Subject: Resolution in Support of the DHS Bridges Over Various Water Crossings 

Project 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
Adopt a Resolution of the City Council of the City of Desert Hot Springs, setting forth its commitment 
to use federal grants and other monies, if available, to improve infrastructure, including bridges and 
other crossings within the City of Desert Hot Springs. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
The City of Desert Hot Springs has a total of seven (7) low water crossings that are in need of 
infrastructure improvements. There are (2) low water crossings along Indian Canyon Drive, (2) on 
Dillon Road, (2) on Little Morongo Road, and (1) on Two Bunch Palms Trail. During rain events these 
low water crossings create flooding hazards that require the roads to be temporarily closed to through 
traffic. The road closures limit accessibility for drivers and pedestrians attempting to to travel within, 
in, and out of the City. The limited accessibility causes major safety issues including accessing 
hospitals, schools, pharmacies, grocery stores, gas stations, and residences. In order to mitigate the 
flooding hazard and prevent the road closures, the low water crossings must be improved with 
bridges that divert the storm flows under the roadway. These improvements will help mitigate flooding 
hazards and allow all roads to remain open during all rain events and help have continuous 
accessibility within and out of the City.  
 
In November 2020, the Coachella Valley Association of Governments (CVAG) consultant Michael 
Baker and Associates, completed the Flood and Blow Sand Risk Assessment and Improvements 
Plan for Western Coachella Valley, in which they identified all seven (7) low water crossings in Desert 
Hot Springs as being critical crossings in need of improvements. The location of the seven crossings 
are shown in Exhibit 1. In the study it was determined that the total estimated cost for each bridge 
was as follows: 
  
Description  Total  
Indian Canyon 1  $    1,797,000.00  
Indian Canyon 2  $    1,383,000.00  
Dillon Road 1  $    2,848,000.00  
Dillon Road 2  $    2,359,000.00  
Little Morongo 1  $    2,786,000.00  
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Little Morongo 2  $    1,837,000.00  
Two Bunch Palms Trail  $    3,565,000.00  
Construction Total   $  16,575,000.00 
    
Design 10%  $    1,657,500.00  
Environmental 10%  $    1,657,500.00  
    
Grand Total  $  19,890,000.00  
 
DISCUSSION: 

infrastructurefor availablebecomemay federal fundinginformedrecently was City The that
improvement projects such as bridges over low water crossings. Therefore, in order to be prepared 
for any grant application submittals that are required, federal or otherwise, Staff is recommending that 
the City Council adopt a Resolution in support of the DHS Bridges Over Various Water Crossing 
Project. The project includes the construction of all seven (7) bridges over water crossings and is 
estimated to cost $19.9 Million. The draft resolution is shown in Exhibit 2.  
 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
This Resolution has no fiscal impact. Once funding becomes available to start these projects, Staff 
will bring the budget authority before Council for approval. 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
EXHIBIT 1 - Map with Bridge Loctaions and Estimates 
EXHIBIT 2 - Resolution Committment to DHS Bridges Project DRAFT 
 
 



Desert Hot Springs
Proposed Bridge Locations

LEGEND
(ID – Street – Estimated Cost)

INC14 – Indian Canyon 14 - $1,797,000
INC13 - Indian Canyon 13 - $1,383,000
DLN3-A – Dillon Road 3-A - $2,848,000
DLN3-B – Dillon Road 3-B - $2,359,000
LM1 – Little Morongo 1 - $2,786,000
LM3 – Little Morongo 3 - $1,837,000
TBP2 – Two Bunch Palms Trail -2 - $3,565,000



INC13 - Indian Canyon 14



INC13 - Indian Canyon 13



DLN3-A – Dillon Road 3-A



DLN3-A – Dillon Road 3-B



LM1 – Little Morongo 1



LM1 – Little Morongo 3



TBP2 – Two Bunch Palms Trail -2



RESOLUTION NO. ___

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DESERT 
HOT SPRINGS, CALIFORNIA, SETTING FORTH ITS COMMITMENT TO 

USE FEDERAL GRANTS AND OTHER MONIES. IF AVAILABLE, TO 
IMPROVE INFRASTRUCTURE, INCLUDING BRIDGES AND OTHER 

CROSSINGS WITHIN THE CITY OF DESERT HOT SPRINGS

WHEREAS, the City is a charter city, duly organized under the laws of the State 
of California, 

WHEREAS, it has come to the City’s attention that federal funding, grants and 
other monies, either through the United State Department of Transportation or 
otherwise, may become available for local city use for priority local transportation 
projects; and

WHEREAS, the City does in fact have priority local transportation projects which 
would benefit the City as a whole; and 

WHEREAS, such projects are titled “DHS Bridges Over Various Water Crossings 
Project”, and consist of:

The construction of seven (7) new bridges over water crossings along Indian 
Canyon Drive, Dillon Road, Little Morongo Road, and Two Bunch Palms Trail, 
within the City of Desert Hot Springs; and 

WHEREAS, DHS Bridges Over Various Water Crossings is estimated to cost 
$19.9 Million; and 

WHEREAS, DHS Bridges Over Various Water Crossings would benefit the City 
as follows:

The construction of these bridges over the low water crossings will direct the 
storm water flows under a major arterials, preventing flooding of roads and major 
road closures, which in effect will provide dependable accessibility within and out 
of the City to reach important destination such as hospitals and major freeways; 
and  

WHEREAS, if the City were to receive any federal funding, grants or other 
monies for DHS Bridges Over Various Water Crossings Project, the City Council would 
in fact support the project, recognizing that it would be a priority project for the City, 
providing great infrastructure benefits to its residents and visitors; and 

WHEREAS, this Resolution is in the best interest of the City and is a benefit to 
the public health, safety and welfare. 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DESERT HOT 



SPRINGS DOES HEREBY RESOLVE AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Recitals.

That the Recitals set forth above are true and correct and are hereby 
incorporated herein by this reference.

Section 2. Finding and Support. 

That the City Councils finds as follows:

THAT, DHS Bridges Over Various Water Crossings would benefit the City as 
follows:

The construction of these bridges over the low water crossings will direct the 
storm water flows under a major arterials, preventing flooding of roads and major 
road closures, which in effect will provide dependable accessibility within and out 
of the City to reach important destination such as hospitals and major freeways.  

THAT, if the City were to receive any federal funding, grants or other monies for 
DHS Bridges Over Various Water Crossings Project, the City Council would in fact 
support the project, recognizing that it would be a priority project for the City, providing 
great infrastructure benefits to its residents and visitors.

Section 3. Certification.

That the City Clerk shall certify to the passage and adoption of this resolution, enter the same in the book of original resolutions of the City and make a minute of passage and adoption thereof in the records of the proceedings of the City Council in the minutes of the meeting at which the same is passed and adopted.

Section 4.    Severability.

That if any provision, section, paragraph, sentence or word of this Resolution be 
rendered or declared invalid by any final court action in a court of competent jurisdiction 
or by reason of any preemptive legislation, the remaining provisions, sections, 
paragraphs, sentences or words of this Resolution as hereby adopted shall remain in 
full force and effect.

Section 5. Repeal of Conflicting Provisions.

That all the provisions heretofore adopted by the City Council that are in conflict 
with the provisions of this Resolution are hereby repealed.

Section 6. Effective Date.

That this Resolution shall take effect upon its adoption.
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PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Desert Hot Springs 
at a regular meeting held on the           day of April 2021 by the following vote:

AYES, and in favor thereof, Council members:

NAYS, Council members:

ABSENT, Council members:

ABSTAINING, Council members:

ATTEST: APPROVED:

_________________________________ _____________________  

Jerryl Soriano, City Clerk Scott Matas, Mayor

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

_________________________________

Jennifer A. Mizrahi, City Attorney
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