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Vacation Rental Inspection Checklist 

 

Vacation Rental Regulations  

☐ Noise Monitoring System  

Notwithstanding the regulations in Chapter 8.12, owners must cause to be installed a noise 
monitoring system, which shall alert the owner/manager of any loud noises that are more than 70 
decibels. Upon notification that any occupant or guest of the vacation rental unit has created 
unreasonable noise or disturbances, engaged in disorderly conduct, or committed violations of 
the municipal code or any State law, the owner, agent, or emergency contact person shall 
contact the responsible person immediately and provide the individual with a warning, or take 
action to terminate the occupancy.  

*Please note any of the below are non-compliant* 

• Does not monitor decibels 
• Not connected via internet  
• Does not send real time notifications of noise disturbances exceeding noise threshold set 

at a minimum of 70 decibels.  
• Devices that ONLY measure number of devices present such as Party Squasher 

Installing a noise monitoring system that is non-compliant will delay permit processing and may 
result in your application being denied. Please ensure that your noise monitor meets regulations 

before inspection. 

☐ Vehicle Parking  

The owner and agent shall limit the number of vehicles of overnight occupants to an amount 
not to exceed the number of designated on-site parking spaces. 

☐ Occupancy  

Table 5.44.081 

Number of Bedrooms Total of Overnight 
Occupants 

Additional Daytime 
Occupants 

Total Daytime 
Occupants 

0-Studio 2 2 4 
1 4 2 6 
2 6 3 9 
3 8 4 12 
4 10 5 15 

5 or more 12 6 18 
* Overnight (10:01 p.m. – 6:59 a.m.) 

**Daytime (7:00 a.m. – 10:00 p.m.) 
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☐Public Nuisance Regulations  

☐Landscape  

☐Visual Blight  

☐Building/Fire Safety  

☐Premise Identification  

☐Sanitation  

☐Structural Hazards  

☐Fire/Smoke/Carbon Monoxide Alarms  

Smoke Alarms 

Smoke alarms shall be installed inside each room used for sleeping, outside each sleeping area 
in the immediate vicinity of the bedrooms and on every occupiable level of the home including 
the basement in accordance with California Fire Code (CFC) 907.2.11 and per the manufacture 
published instructions.  Smoke alarms shall be listed by the Office of the State Fire Marshal and 
Underwriters Laboratory (UL) 217.                            

Smoke Alarms are present, operational, and in appropriate locations. 

Carbon Monoxide Alarms 

Carbon monoxide alarms shall be installed outside of each sleeping area in the immediate 
vicinity of the bedrooms and on every occupiable level of the home including the basement 
and where a fuel-burning appliance is located within a bedroom or its attached bathroom in 
accordance with CFC 915.1 and per the manufacture published instructions.  Carbon monoxide 
alarms are not required to be installed if there is no fuel-burning appliance, fireplace, and the 
garage is detached from the house.  Carbon monoxide alarms shall be listed by the Office of 
the State Fire Marshal and UL 2034.      

Combination Alarm  

Combination carbon monoxide/smoke alarms shall be an acceptable alternative to carbon 
monoxide alarms and shall be listed with UL 217, UL 2034, and the Office of the State Fire Marshal 
in accordance with CFC 915.4.5.   

Alarm Battery and Replacement 

All newly installed smoke and carbon monoxide alarms shall have a 10-year battery.  Batteries 
must be must a non-replaceable, non-removable battery that is capable of powering the 
alarms for a minimum of 10 years.  The requirement does not apply to any alarms that are hard-
wired.  Smoke and carbon monoxide alarms shall be replaced 10 years from the date of 
manufacture marked on the unit in accordance with California Senate Bill 745.   
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☐Fire Extinguisher(s) 

A minimum of one 5LB (Five Pound) portable fire extinguisher with a rating of 2A:10B:C is required 
in accordance with CFC Section 906.  Fire extinguisher shall be mounted and secured on the 
wall with an approved hanger or bracket per the manufacturer’s instructions in a conspicuous 
location, so the top is not more than 5 feet above the floor.  Additional fire extinguishers are 
required when the maximum travel distance exceeds 75 feet.  Fire extinguishers require service 
annually or immediately after use by an individual or company that holds a valid Type A License 
with the State of California.  Current service tags or sticker must be attached indicating the 
month, day, and year as to when the serviced was performed.   If a fire extinguisher was 
purchased new, a valid sales receipt indicating date of purchase within one year along with the 
description, and item number showing the type of fire extinguisher is acceptable.       

☐Swimming Pool or Spa drowning prevention safety features  

Swimming pools and spas must comply with all regulations in the California Swimming Pool 
Safety Act and state and federal applicable law. In addition, the pool or spa must comply with or 
be equipped with:  

☐Legible sign posted at least 9”x 6”, “SWIM AT YOUR OWN RISK” visible from all doors leading 
to the pool area.  Sign lettering size must be no less than 1 inch. 

☐Telescoping rescue pole (can be a skimmer pole). 

☐All doors leading to the pool areas must have an Exit Alarm with audible sound whenever 
opened and heard throughout the home.  An Exit alarm device may not be installed lower 
than 60 inches from the floor. Exit Alarm means: “devices that make audible, alarm sounds 
when any door or window, that permits access from the residence to the pool area that is 
without any intervening enclosure, is opened or is left ajar. Exit alarms may be battery 
operated or may be connected to the electrical wiring of the building.” The exit alarm may 
cause either an alarm noise or a verbal warning, such as a repeating notification that “the 
door to the pool is open” (not applicable if fencing between the pool/spa and house that 
meets the provisions of an enclosure, or install a removable mesh fence that complies with the 
American Society for Testing and Materials (“ASTM”) F2286) 

☐All side gates leading into the pool area must have a working, self‐closing spring and a 
latching device at the height of 54 inches or more. 

Two of the following seven drowning prevention safety features: 

☐An enclosure that meets the requirements of Government Code Section 115923 and isolates 
the swimming pool or spa from the private single-family home. 

☐Removable mesh pool fencing that meets (ASTM) Specifications F2286 standards in 
conjunction with a gate that is self-closing and self-latching and can accommodate a key 
lockable device. 

☐An approved safety pool cover that meets all requirements of (ASTM) standard F134691. 
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☐A self-closing, self-latching device with a release mechanism placed no lower than 54" 
above the floor or each door providing direct access to the swimming pool or spa. 

☐An alarm that, when placed in a swimming pool, will sound upon detection of accidental 
or unauthorized entrance into the water. The alarm shall meet and be independently certified 
to the ASTM Standard F2208 "Standard Specification for Residential Pool Alarms" which includes 
surface motion, pressure, sonar, laser, and infrared type alarms. A swimming protection alarm 
feature designed for individual use, including an alarm attached to a child that sounds when 
the child exceeds a certain distance or becomes submerged in water, is not a qualifying 
drowning prevention safety device. 

☐Other means of protection, if the degree of protection afforded is equal to or greater than 
that afforded by of the devices set forth above and has been independently verified by an 
approved testing laboratory as meeting standards for those devices established by the ASTM 
or the American Society of Mechanical Engineers (ASME). 
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