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Sealed proposals for the City of Effingham, 2026-2029 Tree Pruning Program will be 
received by the City of Effingham, Illinois, 201 E. Jefferson, Effingham, IL 62401 in the office 
of the City Clerk until 10:00 a.m. December 9, 2025, and will then be publicly opened and 
read in the Council Chambers. 

The proposed work is officially known as “2026-2029 Tree Pruning Program” for the City of 
Effingham, Effingham, Illinois. The work included in this Contract shall be for cleaning, 
thinning, raising and specialty pruning of trees as listed in the specifications, located on 
public property (Right-of-Way) within the City of Effingham.  Work shall include hauling and 
disposing of all wood, wood chips, and debris and cleaning up by raking lawn areas and 
sweeping sidewalks, streets and gutters and restoring premises to its original condition 
(unless otherwise specified by the Director of Public Works or his designee).    
 
The Contract Documents, consisting of the Notice to Contractors, General Specifications, 
Technical Specifications, Contract, Proposal, Notice of Award, Notice to Proceed, Change 
Order, Addenda may be examined at the following locations:  

Plans, specifications, and documents are on file on the City’s website at 
https://www.effinghamil.com/bids-and-tabulations/  

Each proposal shall contain the name of every person or firm interested in the same and 
shall be accompanied by a bid bond, bank cashier’s check, bank draft or certified check for 
not less than five (5) percent of the amount of the bid. A surety bond for the full amount of 
the award is required. Failure on the part of the contractor to deliver the materials within 
the time specified or to do the work as specified herein will be considered just cause to 
forfeit the surety as provided in Section 7 of the General Specifications. 

The City of Effingham reserves the right to reject any or all bids, waive or not waive any 
informality in the bids, and to accept any bid which it deems most favorable to the City. 

Proposals must be submitted to the City Clerk’s Office, City of Effingham on a form 
furnished by the Municipality, which may be obtained in the contract and shall be enclosed 
in a separate and sealed envelope endorsed “2026-2029 Tree Pruning Program”. 

It is agreed that this bid may not be withdrawn for a period of 45 days from opening thereof 
or it will be subject to forfeit the 5% Bid Bond provided with the bid. 

https://www.effinghamil.com/bids-and-tabulations/
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It is anticipated that a Notice of Award of a contract will be issued within 30-to-45 days of 
the date bids are received and that a Notice to Proceed will be issued within 10 days of the 
date of the Notice of Award if contractor provides proper insurance and bonding in a timely 
manner. 

Contractor shall not pay less than the prevailing wage to all laborers, workmen, and 
mechanics performing work under this contract, and shall comply with the requirements of 
the Illinois Wages of Employees on Public Works Act (820ILCS 130/1-12). 

Work on this project is subject to the Illinois Substance Abuse Prevention on Public Works 
Project Act as enacted by P.A. 95-0635.       
 

BY ORDER OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
CITY OF EFFINGHAM, ILLINOIS 

 
             

Steven W. Miller, City Administrator 

Date: ____________________________ 
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1. CONDITIONS 
 
Bidders are advised to become familiar with all conditions, instructions and 
specifications governing their proposal. Once the award has been made, failure to 
have read all the conditions, instructions and specifications of their contract shall 
not be cause to alter the original contract or to request additional compensation.  
 

2. BID SECURITY  

2.1   Each Bid must be accompanied by Bid security made payable to the City in an 
amount of five percent (5%) of the Bidder's total base Bid price and in the form of a 
certified or bank check or a Bid Bond. 

2.2   Bid Bonds shall be duly executed by the Bidder as principal and having as surety 
thereon a surety company approved by the OWNER, having the minimum equivalent 
of a Best and Co. 5A Rating.  

 

3.  ADJUSTMENTS TO THE CONTRACT  

Prospective Bidders are forewarned that the City of Effingham reserves the right to 
adjust the quantities of work to be accomplished, either up or down, dependent on 
the current budget or until budgeted funds are depleted without prejudice to the 
Contract.  Payment will be based on measured quantities and accepted unit prices.  

 

4.  MULTI-YEAR CONTRACT/TERM/TERMINATION  

4.1 This Contract shall be considered a multi-year contract. Unit prices approved in the 
contract shall be honored for the duration of the term.  

4.2 The term of the contract shall be from January 1, 2026, to April 1, 2029.  

4.3  Each October, the City will provide an updated list of trees to be included in the 
upcoming season program. Estimated numbers are listed in the bid sheets. 

4.4.  The City may terminate the contract for any reason with thirty (30) day written 
notice.  
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5.  PRE-WORK MEETING  

Upon execution of the contract with the successful Bidder, the Contractor will 
schedule a meeting with the City.  In attendance shall be the CONTRACTOR'S 
Project Manager that will be working on this job.  The purpose of the pre-work 
meeting is to review the scope of work. In addition, the City will review, with the 
CONTRACTOR, the required equipment (including signs and safety equipment) 
personnel requirements, pruning procedures, and other activities related to 
execution of the Contract.   

 

6.  DAMAGES TO PROPERTY    

6.1    It shall be the responsibility of the CONTRACTOR to contact the property owner in 
front of or adjacent to the tree being pruned to inform them of the type of operation 
being performed and notify them of any inconvenience to or on their property during 
such operation. 

6.2 The CONTRACTOR shall be responsible for any damage to properties caused by the 
acts of their work in the course of performance of this contract and shall replace or 
restore to its original condition any such damaged property at no cost to the 
occupant or owner or the City.  The City shall be held harmless for all liability under 
the Scope of Work of this contract.  

6.2   The Contractor is not authorized to drive equipment on to private property without 
proper written authority from the property owner. 

6.3   It is recommended that, for the Contractor’s protection, if any damage exists before 
work begins (including sidewalk, driveway cracks) that the Director of Public Works 
or appointed representative be notified of such, prior to work beginning.  Visual 
records (pictures) shall be taken by the contractor of any preexisting damage before 
work begins.  

 

7.  TIME OF COMPLETION, PENALTY, AND LIQUIDATED DAMAGES  

7.1   The CONTRACTOR understands that all contract times are of the essence.  Penalties 
will be imposed for non-completion of the set dates. 

7.2   Should the CONTRACTOR fail to complete the work within the time specified in the 
Contract or within such extended time as may have been allowed, the 
CONTRACTOR shall be liable to the OWNER in the amount of Two Hundred Fifty 
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dollars ($250.00), as liquidated damages, for each day of overrun in the contract 
time or such extended time as may have been allowed.  The daily charge shall be 
made for every day shown on the calendar beyond the specified completion date. 

7.3   Any penalty or liquidated damages owed the City may be deducted from any 
payments to the CONTRACTOR.  If the deduction does not satisfy the full extent of 
the CONTRACTOR’S penalty obligation, then the CONTRACTOR shall pay the 
difference to the OWNER.  The parties further agree that the liquidated damages 
represent the minimum damage the City will sustain for each calendar day of the 
delay in completion of the work.  

 

8.0  CONTRACT EXTENSION  

Upon mutual agreement, this contract may be extended for one (1) four (4) – year 
cycle extension running from January 1, 2030 through April 1, 2033  

The City Council reserves the right to reject any and all bids or portions thereof.  

 

9.0 PAYMENT AND PERFORMANCE BOND 

9.1 The Contractor shall deliver a payment and performance bond to the City Clerk in 
the total amount of the contract at the time the contract is executed by the City. 

9.2 Such bond shall be conditioned for the completion of the contract, for the payment 
of material used in such work and for all labor performed in such work, whether by 
subcontractor or otherwise. 

9.3 Each such bond is deemed to contain the following provisions whether such 
provisions are inserted in such bond or not: 

“The principal and sureties on this bond agree that all the undertakings, covenants, 
terms, conditions and agreements of the contract or contracts entered into between 
the principal and the City will be performed and fulfilled and to pay all persons, 
firms and corporations having contracts with the principal or with subcontractors, 
all just claims due them under the provisions of such contracts for labor performed 
or materials furnished in the performance of the contract on account of which this 
bond is given, when such claims are not satisfied out of the contract price of the 
contract on account of which this bond is given, after final settlement between the 
City and the principal has been made.” 
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9.4 The bond required by this Section may be acquired from an Illinois company, agent 
or broker of the contractor’s choice, except that the bond supplier shall be rated A 
(Excellent) or A+ (Superior), Financial Size Category Class XII or larger, in the most 
recent issue of Best’s Key Rating Guide published by A.M. Best Company of Old 
wick, New Jersey 08858.  

9.5 FOR ALL CONTRACTS UNDER $100,000, a bank letter of credit from a local 
(Effingham County) bank setting forth all of the conditions herein before stated and 
signed and attested to by two officers of said bank and the Contractor shall be 
considered to be acceptable under this section. 

 

10. PREVAILING WAGE 

The prevailing rate of wages ascertained by the Illinois Department of Labor (IDOL) 
or as determined by the court on review shall be paid to all laborers, workers, and 
mechanics performing work under this contract pursuant to Public Act 100-1177. 
The prevailing rate of wages are revised by IDOL and are available on the 
Department's official website. Any revised rate shall apply to this contract, and the 
contractor shall be responsible to pay the revised rate. The contractor shall be 
responsible for determining the appropriate rates for this project and for anticipating 
the prevailing wage rate that will apply at the time the work is performed. The 
contractor shall be responsible for submitting all certified payrolls for the awarded 
project and for any subcontractor work to the IDOL website pursuant to Public Act 
100-1177. Paper or electronic copies shall be provided to the City upon request for 
up to 3 years after the project is complete. 

 

11. SUBSTANCE ABUSE AND PREVENTION PROGRAM 

11.1 In addition to all other labor requirements set forth in this proposal and in the 
Standard Specifications for Road and Bridge Construction, adopted by the 
Department, during the performance of this contract, the Contractor for itself, its 
assignees, and successors in interest (hereinafter referred to as the “Contractor”) 
agrees as follows: 

11.2 Before the Contractor and any Subcontractor commences work, the Contractor and 
any Subcontractor shall have in place a written Substance Abuse Prevention Program 
for the prevention of substance abuse among its employees which meets or exceeds 
the requirements in P.A. 95-0635 or shall have a collective bargaining agreement in 
effect dealing with the subject matter of P.A. 95-0635. The Contractor and any 
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Subcontractor shall file with a public body: a copy of the substance abuse prevention 
program along with a cover letter certifying that their program meets the 
requirements of the Act, or a letter certifying that the Contractor or a Subcontractor 
has a collective bargaining agreement in effect dealing with the subject matter of this 
Act. 

 

12. INSURANCE 

12.1 Contractors are required to furnish the City with Certificates of Insurance in the 
following amounts and the City of Effingham will be listed as an Additional Insured on 
a primary non-contributory basis. The Certificate of Insurance shall be accompanied 
by an “Additional Insured – Designated Person or Organization” form. 

Worker’s Compensation  Statutory Limits 
Employer’s Liability   $ 1,000,000 
General Liability   $ 2,000,000 
Auto Liability    $ 1,000,000 
Excess Liability   $ 2,000,000 
 

12.2 Certificates of Insurance shall contain a provision or endorsement that the coverage 
afforded will not be canceled, materially changed or renewal refused until at least 30 
days prior written notice has been given to Owner and Contractor. 

 

12.3 Certificates of Insurance remain in effect at least until final payment and at all times 
thereafter when Contractor may be correcting, removing, or replacing defective 
Work; and 

12.4 Contractor shall furnish Owner and each other additional insured to whom a 
certificate of insurance has been issued, evidence satisfactory to Owner and any 
such additional insured of continuation of such insurance at final payment. 

 
13. CONTRACTOR RESPONSIBLE FOR LOCATING AND MAINTAINING UTILITES 
 

13.1 Before beginning work, it shall be the Contractor’s sole responsibility to coordinate 
with the utility owners and to determine the actual location of all such facilities. The 
Contractor shall also obtain from the respective utility owners detailed information 
relative to the location of their facilities and the working schedules of the utility 
owners for removing or adjusting them. 



10 
 

13.2 The Contractor shall maintain in operating condition all utilities encountered in the 
work. The Contractor shall be entirely responsible for all damages to water pipes; 
electrical conduits; existing drains or sewers; gas pipes; and poles carrying 
electrical current, telephone, or television lines during the prosecution of the work 
and shall be liable for damages to public or private property resulting therefrom, 
which amount may be deducted from any monies due the Contractor for work done. 
Any damage to existing utilities as a result of the Contractor’s construction 
operations shall be repaired to the satisfaction of the utility owner at the 
Contractor’s expense, whether or not said utilities are shown in the plans. 

13.3 The location of existing utilities shall be identified by the contractor through the 
JULIE. Where possible conflicts exist, the Contractor shall conduct his activities in a 
manner to protect utilities.
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1. SCOPE OF THE WORK  

1.1 The work included in this Contract shall be for cleaning, thinning, raising and 
specialty pruning of trees as listed in the specifications, located on public property 
(Right-of-Way) within the City of Effingham.  Work shall include hauling and 
disposing of all wood, wood chips, and debris and cleaning up by raking lawn areas 
and sweeping sidewalks, streets and gutters and restoring premises to its original 
condition (unless otherwise specified by the Director of Public Works or his 
designee).    

 
1.2 Pruning quantities may change up or down, based on the proposed budget for that 

year.  

1.3 The City has developed a link to the City’s GIS Tree Database to be provided to the 
contractor to identify and keep track of each tree being pruned. This information will 
be shared each year with the awarded contractor. Updates to each field once 
completed will be required by the project manager. 

 

2.  PROSECUTION OF THE WORK  

2.1 Once work has commenced, the CONTRACTOR will be expected to have a minimum 
of one and a maximum of three crews working every weekday, weather permitting, 
until the project is completed. Completion requires the pruning of all trees identified 
on the list in addition to the correction of any tree identified by the Director of Public 
Works or his designee as deficient.  

2.2 A pruning crew shall consist of not less than three people per each crew (the Project 
Manager will be included in this number) with the required equipment to perform 
tree pruning operations satisfactorily.  

2.3 Pruning must begin in January of each year. All trees shall be pruned by April 1st. 

2.4  Project Manager must be an International Society of Arboriculture Certified 
Arborist.  
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3.  PRUNING OPERATIONS  

3.1  Pruning will be done in accordance with the most current edition of the American 
National Standard for Tree Care Operations -  ANSI A300 (part 1) Pruning.  

3.2  This work will be accomplished within the following specifications:   

a.           Crown cleaning and thinning of branches 1"-2" in diameter and greater.  

b.  To remove under branches to permit clearance of approximately fourteen 
feet (14') where practical to allow passage of second-class motor vehicles on 
the street side of the tree and approximately eight feet (8') on the sidewalk or 
pedestrian side of the tree.  This height is a guide and can be adjusted by the 
Director of Public Works or his designee. 

c.  To remove trunk suckers and water sprouts especially where they are present 
on the trunk of the tree. 

d.  Limbs shall be removed which overhang houses with the objective to raise 
the trees aesthetically to maintain clearance until the scheduled time to 
return.  Exceptions to this requirement may be made when the removal of a 
sound limb will greatly detract from the overall appearance of the tree.  In 
those cases where determinations cannot be easily made, the Director of 
Public Works or his designee shall be consulted. 

e.  Smaller limbs shall be removed within 3’ of house drops or as necessary for 
proper clearance. 

f.  Removal of large limbs may be required to achieve the above standards and 
will be addressed at no additional cost to the City (this is rare). 

g.  Remove all dead, dying, diseased, interfering, objectionable and weak 
branches and stubs greater than two inches in diameter from all trees. 

h. Remove one of two or more crossed and/or rubbing branches greater than 2 
inches in diameter from all trees where practical. 

i.  All cuts to be made sufficiently close to parent limb, without cutting into the 
branch collar or leaving a protruding stub, so that closure can readily start 
under normal conditions.  

j.  Rope down all branches where damage could be incurred by gouging of a 
sodded area and/or damage to public walks. Use caution where there is the 
possibility of damaging adjacent privately owned shrubs, trees, or flowers.  
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k.  Pre-cut all limbs being removed whenever there is a possibility of stripping 
the bark. 

l.  No person working in trees shall use shoes with spikes or any other footwear, 
which will, in the City’s opinion, injure the trees while work is being 
performed.  At no time shall any person working in trees for pruning purposes 
wear spurs or climbing irons. 

m.  Clear all streetlight and traffic control devices including non-illuminated 
signage to allow adequate lighting and sign visibility for the length of the trim 
cycle.  Clear small parkway trees to allow natural growth habit without 
severely altering the form of the larger tree. 

 

3.3  The CONTRACTOR shall use all safety devices and procedures, which will conform 
to the most current editions of American National Standards Institute, Standard Z 
133.1 (for Pruning, Repairing, Maintaining and Removing Trees and Cutting Brush 
and for Arboricultural Operations – Safety Requirements).  

3.4  It shall be necessary to rake and sweep the area after the tree has been pruned.  In 
the event that the ground is covered with snow, it shall be the CONTRACTORS 
responsibility to properly clean the area of debris after snowmelt.  An amount of 
$1,000 will be held from the last invoice to ensure cleanup and will be paid after all 
cleanup is completed. 

3.5  It is the responsibility of the CONTRACTOR to notify the utility company's tree 
pruning contractor of any extensive utility pruning that is needed.  The utility 
company contractor must perform the work before the CONTRACTOR prunes the 
parkway trees. 

3.6  Safety for residents, passers, foot traffic and motoring public is City’s highest 
priority. 

 

4.   INSPECTION    

All phases of the pruning operations performed under this contract will be subject to 
inspection by and with the approval of the Director of Public Works or his designee.  
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5.  REPORTS TO THE CITY  

5.1  Duties of the Project Manager:  On a weekly basis, the CONTRACTOR shall prepare 
and submit to the Director of Public Works or his designee a report including 
identification of defective trees:  

a.  Any structural weakness, large quantity of deadwood - 50%, decayed 
trunk or branches, split crotches, or branches, etc.  Report of 
structural weakness or major deadwood must be made before 
pruning of tree to determine necessity of tree removal. No pruning will 
be done on questionable trees (50% dead, split, etc.) until after the 
Director of Public Works or his designee has been notified and 
inspects the tree.  Payment will not be made on questionable trees 
that the contractor prunes before the Director of Public Works or his 
designee reviews them.    

b.  An updated pruning list will be turned in every Friday identifying those 
trees that were pruned in addition to any comments. 

c.  The Project Manager will be required to note any problems such as 
wrong species, wrong address, diameter, number of trees, etc. on the 
tree inventory sheets and report it in writing to the Director of Public 
Works or his designee as soon as it is noticed and before the tree is 
pruned.   

5.2     The CONTRACTOR shall immediately report to the City any accidents.  This accident 
report shall include the location of the accident, nature of the accident, the vehicle 
involved, identification number and any other information requested by the City.  A 
summary of the same information shall also be reported to the City.  

5.3  The City reserves the right to alter any forms it issues for use under this contract, as 
needed in order to ensure the collection of all data necessary to evaluate the 
CONTRACTOR'S performance.  While the City shall provide a model form to the 
CONTRACTOR, it is the obligation of the CONTRACTOR to print and make available 
for his use a sufficient number of copies of all required forms.    

 

6.  SPECIAL PROVISION FOR ASH WOOD  

6.1  It is the responsibility of the successful bidder to provide documentation to the City 
of Effingham that a compliance agreement has been signed with the Illinois 
Department of Agriculture.   
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6.2   The contractor shall ensure that the chips produced by the chipper are no bigger 
than 1” X 1”. 

6.3   The City may request the contractor to cut and label branches for EAB sampling. 

 

7.   MEASUREMENT (DBH)  

All measurements will be made by the Director of Public Works or his designee, 
measuring the circumference at a point approximately 4 ½ feet above ground using 
a diameter tape.  Measurements are made prior to pruning of the tree.  
Measurements will be made to the nearest tenth of an inch rounding off the nearest 
whole diameter inch.  If there are any discrepancies those must be verified in the 
field by the Director of Public Works or his designee before payment is made.   Multi-
stem or forked tree shall be measured 4 ½ feet above the ground and each stem will 
be measured separately and then added together to determine the total DBH 
measurement.  If the tree starts to fork at 4 ½ feet above the ground, then the 
measurement shall be taken just below the start of the fork.  

 

8.   DEBRIS REMOVAL 

8.1  The CONTRACTOR shall arrange to keep sidewalks open for traffic when possible. 
Signs or cones must be properly used if closing sidewalks.   

8.2   All debris from tree pruning operations shall be removed from the site and from the 
City of Effingham the same day, it is placed.  No debris is to remain in the street or 
on the sidewalk overnight.  Under NO circumstances will debris be left on the 
parkway over the weekend unless otherwise specified by the Director of Public 
Works or his designee.  Payment for removal and disposal of debris is to be included 
in the unit prices for tree pruning. 

8.3   All applicable State and Local laws and ordinances related to the hauling, handling 
and disposition of such material will be followed by the CONTRACTOR. 

8.4  The CONTRACTOR shall furnish a letter for each contemplated final disposal site 
that such site meets all state, local and Environmental Protection Agency 
requirements for the disposal of landscape waste.  

8.5   Any change in disposal site(s) throughout the term of the Contract must have the 
prior written approval of the Director of Public Works or his designee and conform to 
all requirements stated herein.  
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8.6   The CONTRACTOR shall remove all surplus materials and debris from the streets as 
the work progresses so that the public may have the use of the street a maximum 
amount of time. 

8.7   The CONTRACTOR shall provide proof of their IDOA compliance agreement with this 
bid. 

 

9.   NOTIFICATION OF UTILITY COMPANIES    

All pruning and removal work will be made on City parkways at various addresses.  It 
will be the CONTRACTOR'S responsibility to ensure that overhead lines are cleared 
by the respective agency so that the final pruning of these trees will not be delayed.   

 

10.   TRAFFIC CONTROL  

10.1  Proper warning signs, barricades, and other protective devices shall be on hand and 
used by the CONTRACTOR before work may commence.  These shall be in 
accordance with the Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices, e.g. Tree Trimming, 
One Lane Ahead, Road Closed, etc. 

10.2  During tree pruning, the CONTRACTOR shall have the responsibility to block the 
street (if need be) at each intersection, using proper signs and barricades to prevent 
any motorized vehicle from entering, with the exception of State or County 
highways, which will not be completely blocked off. Prior to working on County or 
State highways, the CONTRACTOR shall have the responsibility of notifying the City 
of Effingham Police (630-350-3455) and Bensenville Fire Protection District (630-
350-3441). Coordination with the Public Works department may be necessary.   

10.3   If the street is not properly barricaded and proper signs installed when performing 
tree removal and pruning operations, the City will stop work until the proper street 
barricading is accomplished.  If this happens, more than two times this can be 
cause for termination of contract. 

10.4  The CONTRACTOR shall also be required to contact the appropriate State or County 
agency when engaged in removal work on their rights-of-way:  flagmen will be 
necessary when working on main roads. 
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11.    PEDESTRIAN SIDEWALK CONTROL  

While overhead removal work is taking place, the bidder shall block off the sidewalk 
to pedestrian traffic immediately under the trees being trimmed.  

 

12.   EQUIPMENT  

12.1  The equipment used for pruning shall be of sufficient type, capacity and quantity to 
safely and efficiently perform the pruning work as specified. 

12.2   No off-street parking for equipment shall be provided by the City of Effingham on 
any of our public properties.  Unless authorized by the Owner under NO 
CIRCUMSTANCES shall any motorized equipment be permitted to be driven on the 
parkways, driveways, or public walks while performing work under the provisions of 
this Contract.  If access is needed to the parkway or private property, the Contractor 
must first obtain permission by the property owner.    

12.3   All equipment (including support equipment) to be used by the CONTRACTOR shall 
be listed on the CONTRACTOR'S Information Report at the time of the bid opening.  
All such equipment can be subject to the inspection and final approval of the City.  
Such approval may require on-site demonstration of the capability of any proposed 
equipment to provide satisfactory performance.  

 

13.   RESTORATION    

The CONTRACTOR shall take all necessary precautions to eliminate damage to the 
trees, grounds, driveways, streets and curbs, sidewalk, structures, and utilities on or 
adjacent to the work site.  Any damage shall be reported in writing to the property 
owner and the Director of Public Work’s Office located at 201 E Jefferson Avenue, 
Effingham, IL 62401, on the day of occurrence.  Any damage shall be repaired at the 
CONTRACTOR'S expense within ten (10) days of the occurrence (unless 
demonstrable reason for a delay can be shown with the consent of the Director of 
Public).  Should the damage not be rectified within the agreed time or to the 
satisfaction of the Director of Public Works or his Designee, the City can reserve the 
right to repair or replace that which was damaged, or assess the CONTRACTOR 
such costs as may be reasonable and related to damage caused by the 
CONTRACTOR, and deduct these costs from any payment due the CONTRACTOR or 
failure may be cause for termination of the Contract.  
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14.   WEATHER  

14.1   For the purpose of this Contract, the National Weather Service in Lincoln, 
Illinois shall be the weather forecasting and reporting agency.  Any forecast 
by the National Weather Service shall be deemed to extend only 12 hours 
into the future. 

14.2  CONTRACTOR may suspend operations if weather conditions are such that 
pruning operations cannot be carried out in a safe and effective manner.  If 
such suspension occurs, the CONTRACTOR shall immediately notify the 
Director of Public Works or his designee.   

14.3   The Director of Public Works or his designee shall at their discretion have the 
right to order the suspension of pruning OR removal operations whenever, in 
his judgment, present weather conditions or impending weather conditions 
are such that pruning operations cannot be carried out in an effective and 
safe manner. 
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2026 – 2029 Tree Pruning Program  
City of Effingham, Illinois 

THIS AGREEMENT made as of the     day of    in the year 2025, by 
and between: 
 
City of Effingham, (hereinafter called the OWNER) and     (hereinafter 
called the CONTRACTOR). 
 
WITNESSETH THAT the OWNER AND CONTRACTOR in consideration of the mutual 
covenants hereinafter set forth, agree as follows: 
 
Article 1.  WORK.  The CONTRACTOR will perform all Work as shown in the Contract 
Documents for the completion of the Project generally described as follows: 
 
The work included in this Contract shall be for cleaning, thinning, raising and specialty 
pruning of trees as listed in the specifications, located on public property (Right-of-Way) 
within the City of Effingham.  Work shall include hauling and disposing of all wood, wood 
chips, and debris and cleaning up by raking lawn areas and sweeping sidewalks, streets 
and gutters and restoring premises to its original condition (unless otherwise specified by 
the Director of Public Works or his designee).    
 
Article 2.  ENGINEER.  The project has been designed by: 
     

    Jeremy Heuerman, P.E. 

    Director of Public Works 

    201 East Jefferson Avenue 

    P.O. Box 648 

    Effingham, Illinois 62401 

 

Who will act as the ENGINEER in connection with completion of the project in accordance 
with the Contract Documents. 

Article 3.  CONTRACT TIME.  The work shall be completed in accordance with the schedule 
outlined in the proposal. 
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Article 4.  PROJECT COST.  The Contract Cost for this work shall be based on a unit price 
basis as outlined in the proposal. 

 

Article 5.  PROGRESS AND FINAL PAYMENTS.  The OWNER will make progress payments on 
account of the Contract Price as provided as follows: 
 

5.1 Progress and final payments will be on the basis of the CONTRACTOR’S 
applications for payment as approved by the ENGINEER. 

5.2 Upon completion and approval of the Project, a sum of money equal to the 
actual quantities used during construction times the various unit costs will 
be paid. 

 

Article 6.  CONTRACT DOCUMENTS.  The Contract Documents which comprise the 
Contract between the OWNER and the CONTRACTOR are attached hereto and made a part 
hereof and consist of the following: 

6.1 This Agreement 
6.2 Exhibits to the Agreement 
6.3 Specifications consisting of:  

- General Specifications and Technical Specifications 
6.4 The Proposal 

 

Article 7.  MISCELLANEOUS. 
 

7.1 Neither the OWNER nor the CONTRACTOR shall, without the prior written 
consent of the other, assign or sublet in whole or in part his interest under 
any of the Contract Documents and, specifically, the CONTRACTOR shall not 
assign any moneys due or to become due without the prior written consent of 
the OWNER. 

 
7.2 The OWNER and the CONTRACTOR each bind himself, his partners 

successors, assigns and legal representatives to the other party hereto in 
respect of all covenants, agreements and obligations contained in the 
Contract Documents. 

 
7.3 The Contract Documents constitute the entire agreement between the 

OWNER and the CONTRACTOR and may only be altered, amended, or 
repealed by a duly executed written instrument. 

Article 8.  OTHER PROVISIONS.  The undersigned further agrees to begin work not later than 
ten (10) days after the execution and approval of the Contract and Contract Bond, unless 
otherwise provided, and to prosecute the work in such manner and with sufficient 
materials, equipment, and labor as will insure its completion within the time limit specified 
herein, it being understood and agreed that the completion within the time limit is an 
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essential part of the contract.  In case of failure to complete the work within the time 
named herein or within such extra time as may have been allowed by written extensions, 
the undersigned agrees that the Owner shall withhold, from such sums as may be due him 
under the terms of this contract, the costs set forth in the specifications, which costs shall 
be considered and treated not as a penalty but as damages due the Owner from the 
undersigned by reason of inconvenience to the public, added cost of engineering and 
supervision, maintenance of detours, and other items which have caused an expenditure 
of public funds resulting from the failure of the undersigned to complete the work within 
the time specified in the contract. 

 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have executed this Agreement the day and year 
first above written. 

 

OWNER       CONTRACTOR 

 

City of Effingham             

 

By:       By: 

              

Steven W Miller, City Administrator   Its        

 

Attest:       Attest: 

              

Abbey Nosbisch, City Clerk        Its        

 

 
 
 
 
2026 – 2029 Tree Pruning Program  
City of Effingham, Illinois 
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To the City Council of the City of Effingham, Illinois: 

Proposal of: 

 

Name:           

 ______  

Address:              

       

for the work designated in the schedule below by the performance of: 

Tree Pruning for the City of Effingham in conformance with the General Specifications and 
Technical Specifications stated herein. 

The undersigned declares that he has visited all the sites and is aware of all conditions that 
are associated with the project.  

The undersigned declares that he will comply with the applicable provisions of this 
contract and of the specifications. 

The undersigned agrees to complete the work each year by April 1st, unless additional time 
is granted in accordance with the specifications. 

Accompanying this proposal is a bid bond, bank draft, bank cashier’s check, or certified 
check, complying with the requirements of the specifications, made payable to the City 
Treasurer of the City of Effingham. 

The amount of the check or draft is ( $    ______________) 

If this proposal is accepted and the undersigned shall fail to execute a contract and 
contract bond as required, it is hereby agreed that the amount of the check or draft or 
bidder’s bond substituted in lieu thereof, shall become the property of the City of 
Effingham, and shall be considered as payment of damages due to delay and other causes 
suffered by the City, because of the failure to execute said contract and contract bond; 
otherwise said check or draft, or bidder’s bond substituted in lieu thereof shall be returned 
to the undersigned. 
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ATTACH BANK DRAFT, BANK CASHIER’S CHECK, OR CERTIFIED CHECK HERE 

 

REFERENCES 
The undersigned submits herewith these references for work completed by them within the 
last 5 years which is similar in scope to this project. The City has permission to contact the 
provided entities and reject bids based on past work with these references or the City. If the 
contractor has completed 3 or more projects for the City of Effingham in the last 3 years 
that experience will be considered, and references do NOT need to be provided. The City 
may reject the bids of contractors who have not completed 3 projects similar to this one or 
who fail to provide the information required by this special provision. 

 

 Company 

Name 

Address Contact 

Person 

Phone Email Project Description Date of 

Work 

1 

 

 

       

2 

 

 

       

3 

 

 

       

 

 

     

 

BID SHEETS 
The undersigned submits herewith this schedule of prices covering the work to be 
performed under this contract. The City reserves the right to reject any or all bids and waive 
or not waive any informality in the bids. 
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TREE PRUNING ZONE 1 AND CITY-WIDE PRIORITY PRUNES AND TRAIN PRUNES--    
YEAR 1 (2026) 

1. BIDDER will complete the Work for the following price(s) from January 1, 2026 
through April 1, 2026 

D.B.H. SIZE CLASS ESTIMATED 
NUMBER OF TREES COST PER TREE TOTAL COST PER 

CLASS 

0-6” 121 $ $ 

7-12” 167 $ $ 

13-24” 145 $ $ 

25-36” 77 $ $ 

37” & GREATER 27 $ $ 

TOTALS 537  $ 

 

 

TREE PRUNING ZONE 2 --YEAR 2 (2027) 

2. BIDDER will complete the Work for the following price(s) from January 1, 2027 
through April 1, 2027 

D.B.H. SIZE CLASS ESTIMATED 
NUMBER OF TREES COST PER TREE TOTAL COST PER 

CLASS 

0-6” 65 $ $ 

7-12” 87 $ $ 

13-24” 111 $ $ 

25-36” 34 $ $ 

37” & GREATER 7 $ $ 

TOTALS 304  $ 
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TREE PRUNING ZONE 3 --YEAR 3 (2028) 

3. BIDDER will complete the Work for the following price(s) from January 1, 2028 
through April 1, 2028 

D.B.H. SIZE CLASS ESTIMATED 
NUMBER OF TREES COST PER TREE TOTAL COST PER 

CLASS 

0-6” 49 $ $ 

7-12” 69 $ $ 

13-24” 166 $ $ 

25-36” 61 $ $ 

37” & GREATER 16 $ $ 

TOTALS 361  $ 

 

 

 

TREE PRUNING ZONE 4 --YEAR 4 (2029) 

4. BIDDER will complete the Work for the following price(s) from January 1, 2029 
through April 1, 2029 

D.B.H. SIZE CLASS ESTIMATED 
NUMBER OF TREES COST PER TREE TOTAL COST PER 

CLASS 

0-6” 59 $ $ 

7-12” 96 $ $ 

13-24” 114 $ $ 

25-36” 58 $ $ 

37” & GREATER 8 $ $ 

TOTALS 335  $ 
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The undersigned further agrees that if awarded the contract for the sections contained in 
the following combinations, he will perform the work in accordance with the requirements 
of each individual proposal for the multiple bids specified in the schedule below. 

 

 

(If an Individual) 

 Signature of Bidder                _____________________________________________  

 

 Business Address  _____________________________________________ 

 

     _____________________________________________ 

 

(If a Co-partnership) 

 Firm Name   _____________________________________________  

 

 By    _____________________________________________ 

 

 Business Address  _____________________________________________  

 

     _____________________________________________ 

 

Names & Addresses of All 

Members of the Firm   _____________________________________________ 

 

     _____________________________________________ 

 

     _____________________________________________ 
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(If a Corporation) 

 Corporate Name  _____________________________________________  

 

 By    _____________________________________________ 

 

 Business Address  _____________________________________________ 

 

     _____________________________________________ 

 

  President  _____________________________________________ 

Names       

Of  Secretary  _____________________________________________ 

Officers    

  Treasurer  _____________________________________________ 

 

  Attest:    _____________________________________________ 

               Secretary 
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NOTICE OF AWARD 
TO:        

        

        

 

PROJECT:  2026-2029 Tree Pruning Program     

 

 The CITY OF EFFINGHAM has considered the proposed bid submitted by you for the 
above-described Project dated     . 

  

You are hereby notified that your bid has been accepted for items in the total amount of: 

 

Year 1 : $    

Year 2: $    

Year 3: $    

Year 4: $     

     

You are required to execute the CONTRACT and furnish the Certificates of Insurance as 
required by the Specifications before the commencement of the work. 

  

If you fail to execute said CONTRACT and to furnish said Certificates of Insurance within 15 
days from the date of this Notice, said CITY OF EFFINGHAM will be entitled to consider all 
your rights arising out of the acceptance of your BID as abandoned.  The CITY OF 
EFFINGHAM will be entitled to such rights as may be granted by law. 

  

 

 



29 
 

 

You are required to return an acknowledged copy of this Notice of Award to the CITY OF 
EFFINGHAM. 

 

 Dated this    day of     , 2025. 

        

       CITY OF EFFINGHAM 

 

       By:        

                 Steven W. Miller, City Administrator 

 

ACCEPTANCE OF NOTICE 

Receipt of the above Notice of Award is hereby acknowledged 

this    day of      , 2025. 

 

By:          

Title:          
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NOTICE TO PROCEED 
 

TO:       

       

       

  

PROJECT:  2026 – 2029 Tree Pruning Program      

 

 Dated this                    day of                   , 2025. 

 

 You are hereby notified to commence Work by  January 1, 2026, in accordance with 
the CONTRACT dated      , and you are to complete the WORK by 
April 1, 2026, in accordance with the Specifications.       

CITY OF EFFINGHAM 
Owner 

 

       By:        

                    Steven W Miller, City Administrator 

                                                   

     ACCEPTANCE OF NOTICE 

Receipt of the above Notice to Proceed is hereby acknowledged  

this    day of      , 2025. 

 

By:          

Title:          
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