
Town of Fairfax 
Open Space Committee Meeting 

 

Tuesday, September 23, 2025 | 7:00 p.m.  

  In-person at the Fairfax Women’s Club 

46 Park Road, Fairfax, CA 94930 

MINUTES  
Fairfax Open Space Members 

Susan Pascal Beran, Chair Geoff Bolt, Member 

John Reed, Vice Chair Joe Franaszek, Member 

Michael Ardito, Co-Secretary Marc Lubomirski, Member 

Ruth Horn, Co-Secretary Michael Reeves, Member 

Christine Kelly, Treasurer                                                          Maria Pastor, Youth Member (ex officio)  

                                                                                                  Milo Hetherington, Youth Member (ex officio) 

Ted Bright, Member Emeritus 

Jack Judkins, Member Emeritus  

                                                                                                  

Preamble / Land Acknowledgement 
The Fairfax Open Space Committee acknowledges that we are located on the un-ceded ancestral lands of the Coast 
Miwok people of present-day Marin County. We honor with gratitude the land itself and all of its ancestors: past, 
present and emerging. 
REGULAR AGENDA at 7 p.m. (meeting called to order at 7:04 p.m.)  

1. Call to Order / Roll Call / Approval of Agenda / Appointment of Timekeeper for this meeting – Chair Susan 

Pascal Beran  

 Quorum achieved.  All members were in attendance except the two youth members:  Maria Pastor and Milo 

 Hetherington.  Geoff Bolt was selected to serve as timekeeper. Guests included FOSC Town Council Liaison Frank 

 Egger, FOSC Member Emeritus Ted Bright, and former FOSC member Linda Novy 

2.  Open Time for Public Expressions   
 (The public is welcome to address the Committee at this time on matters not on the agenda.  Please be  advised that pursuant to 

 Government Code 54954.2, the Committee is not permitted to take action on any matter not on the agenda, unless it determines 

 that an emergency exists, or that the need to take action arose following posting of the agenda.  Each speaker is limited to three 

 minutes and a spokesperson for an organization is limited to five minutes.) 

 Former FOSC Member Linda Novy brought to our attention the surprising, unannounced recent Marin County Parks 

 & Open Space operations that caused alleged damages at the 39-acre Elliott Nature Preserve.  This action was 

 reported after the posting last week of this agenda.  FOSC determined this was an emergency situation and voted to 

 add this item to the agenda for discussion.  The fire road was widened, some endangered plants were reportedly 

 removed, a number of trees were removed reportedly unnecessarily. Apparently the habitat for the dusky-footed 

 woodrat and Northern spotted owl was disturbed.  One key question:  Will there be non-notification again of these 

 County activities to the Town and neighbors with the upcoming bridge project?  Geoff Bolt will review the original 

 agreement regarding the Town-owned open space property and management by the County’s Parks  to determine if 

 any violations occurred. Joe Franaszek volunteered to draft a letter of concern from FOSC to be forwarded to Fairfax 

 Town officials to be addressed by Chris Chamberlain, head of Marin County Parks.    

3.  Receive Updates about Wall Property and Naming Process (discussions and possible actions).  Ardito provided 

a compilation of about 100 names (and put those into categories) as suggested at the Fairfax Festival / Ecofest in 

June, the Fairfax Town Picnic in September, and thru the Town’s newsletter and website with a deadline of 

September 19.  Chair Susan Pascal Beran wanted to keep the nomination period open a little longer to allow 

others to make suggestions.    

4.  Receive Treasurer’s Report – Christine Kelly reported that the FOSC account balance with the Town was 

$48,037.06 but did not include any PayPal receipts since July 1.     

5.  Follow-up from Fairfax Town Picnic – All (discussion).  There was good weather this year for the Town picnic, but 

there were some issues.  The Fairfax Pavilion floors were being re-done that day and FOSC had morning-only 

access to the upstairs storage room for the FOSC merchandise and display items. This did not allow FOSC to 

return items to the storage room that day. There appeared to be a lack of coordination for this Pavilion work and 

the Town’s picnic event.  Also, this year the picnic was held on a Saturday afternoon instead of the usual Sunday 

event which may have contributed to a smaller attendance this year.  



 

6.  Installation and Dedication of Signs for Fairfax Public Open Space Properties (discussions and possible 

actions).  John Reed agreed to follow-up with Rudy Contratti about installing the Jolly Hill Open Space sign while 

waiting for the exact locations to be determined for the Frank Egger Redwood Preserve and the Gloria Duncan 

Creekside Preserve.  Frank Egger reported that he had acquired three redwood slabs for additional open space 

signage.   

7.  Receive Reports from FOSC Subcommittees Spokespersons: Acquisitions; Governance; Stewardship; 

Community Outreach & Fundraising (October event about open space maintenance and fire mitigation); 

Trails; Measure A; Ad Hoc Subcommittees such as Finance; Town’s Open Space Element Update; 

(discussions, possible actions, subcommittee reassignments and next steps).  The FOSC outreach event about 

open space maintenance and fire mitigation was postponed from October to Saturday evening, November 15.  

Members of the FOSC Ad Hoc Open Space Element Subcommittee met with Mayor Lisel Blash over coffee.  

8.  Updates about Protections for the Endangered Northern Spotted Owl; Creation of Biodiversity 

Subcommittee  – Geoff Bolt (discussions and possible action).  Copies of the Town’s proclamation on August 6, 

2025 naming the Northern Spotted Owl as the official Town bird were distributed to FOSC members as well as 

some stickers with a photo of the bird.  Geoff is working on an improved image for future stickers.  FOSC voted 

to approve $80 to purchase 500 more stickers prior to our other outreach events.  There is an ongoing 

competition for original artwork about the owl with a submission deadline of November 1 as advertised in the 

Town’s newsletter.  We are also aiming for nature photography for the FOSC table at the Town’s crafts fair on 

Sunday, December 14.  There was a suggestion for FOSC in the future to pursue a native Town mammal and 

Town flower.  FOSC voted to create a Biodiversity Subcommittee with the members to be Geoff, Christine, Ruth 

and Susan.     

9.  FOSC Handbook; FOSC and Website Activities (discussions and possible actions) 

10. Receive Reports of Activities from FOSC Representatives for Partner Agencies such as San Anselmo Open 

Space Committee (SAOSC); Marin County Parks and Open Space; Marin Water District; Marin Conservation 

League’s Parks and Open Space Committee; Together Bay Area; One Tam; Friends of Corte Madera Creek 

(discussions and next steps) 

11. Receive FOSC Minutes from Several Previous Meetings for Approval; Agenda Items and Quorum Check 

for Next FOSC Meeting on Tuesday, October 28, 2025; Selecting Date for Combined November / 

December FOSC Meeting:  Michael Ardito.  FOSC decided to hold its combined November / December meeting 

on Tuesday, December 2, 2025.  

12. FOSC Member Reports on Non-Agenda Items (no discussions).  Regarding the State’s mandate to update the 

Town’s Conservation Element by January 1, 2028, Fairfax will need to identify wildlife corridors. In another 

matter, Marc Lubomirski will draft an article about post-pesticide bans to involve the potential FOSC-SAOSC 

effort to ban rodenticides that impact wild animals (neurotoxins vs. coagulants vs. contraceptives).  

13. Appreciations and Adjournment.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:12 p.m. 

  


