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INTRODUCTION

Fairfax is a town defined by open space. Open space not only exists within the town, it
abuts most town boundaries and defines the views from Town Center, from most
neighborhoods, and throughout the Fairfax Planning Area. The location of Fairfax within
the Ross Valley, surrounded by undeveloped hillsides and ridges, gives the Town a very
distinctive look and feel. Oak and redwood forest, diverse wildlife, streams, a variety of
microclimates, and hiking, bicycling and horse trails are all characteristic of the open
space in the Planning Area. Residents of the Town of Fairfax deeply value the open space
areas within and around the Town, for a wide variety of esthetic, cultural and recreational
reasons.

In 2004, the Town Council created a standing Open Space Committee to further long-
term goals to acquire and maintain open space lands in the Fairfax Planning Area. The
Open Space Element of the General Plan plays a major role in maintaining what
residents cherish about living in Fairfax, and shaping the future of the town. Open
space tends to vanish over time unless it is protected. This document outlines ways for
the Town of Fairfax and its residents to consider existing open space areas, protect
them from development, and expand protections for open space in the future.

This Open Space Element establishes a series of programs in support of these goals. The
Open Space Committee, with the support of the Town, is directed by this Element to
create an inventory of underdeveloped and undeveloped land parcels that have intrinsic
open space value. The Committee will further evaluate and prioritize the parcels in this
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inventory based on established criteria, and become involved in the formal review of any
development projects concerning these parcels. Other programs support the identification
of Visually Significant Areas that characterize the appearance of the town, and establish
design guidelines for development within these areas, to ensure that future generations
enjoy our current level of access to open space, and a sensory experience of Fairfax as a
town encircled by natural hillsides and ridgelines.

State Requirements

The Open Space Element is one of seven elements required by the State of California for
the Town’s general plan. Once adopted, all future development must be consistent with
the Open Space Element. Section 65567 of the State Government Code states that:

No building permit may be issued, no subdivision map approved, and no open
space zoning ordinance adopted, unless the proposed construction, subdivision or
ordinance is consistent with the local open space plan.

The State also requires the preparation and adoption of an “Open Space Zoning
Ordinance” (Government Code (CG) Section 65910), which provides a set of
requirements designed to protect the Town’s open space resources.

SETTING

The Fairfax Planning Area (see Figure LU-4 in the Land Use Element) is visually and
geographically defined by prominent ridgelines that separate it from adjacent
communities in Marin County. The total Fairfax Planning Area encompasses slightly less
than 10 square miles, of which about 15 percent is currently developed. The undeveloped
areas are predominantly steep slopes and rolling hills, covered primarily by grassland and
by several types of woodlands. The Town itself is located in two valleys traversed by the
San Anselmo and Fairfax Creeks, with the commercial core situated at the confluence of
these two watercourses.

There are three “gateways” to the Town and Fairfax Planning Area which provide
physical and perceptible entrances to the Fairfax Planning Area defining the views that
make Fairfax visually distinctive. These three gateways are located at: Sir Francis Drake
Boulevard and Center Boulevard at the San Anselmo/Fairfax town limits, Sir Francis
Drake Boulevard at the top of White’s Hill Pass between White’s Hill and Loma Alta,
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and Bolinas Road at the Meadow Club. Figure OS-1, Map of Visual Resources,
presents a map of Visual Resources, including a variety of ridges, hillsides, and forests
that are highly visible from the three gateways and throughout the Fairfax Planning Area.

The Fairfax Planning Area is located in the headwaters of the Ross Valley watershed. As
a result, decisions made by the Town of Fairfax concerning the maintenance, protection
and enhancement of open space and the local ecology have an impact upon downstream
communities, and ultimately the ecology of San Francisco Bay (see Figure OS-1).

SOLVING THE OPEN SPACE CHALLENGE

Fairfax presently conveys an image that is in marked contrast to that of most
communities in the Bay Area, where natural barriers between towns have repeatedly been
violated by urban inroads. The open spaces between many Marin communities have been
developed to the point that natural boundaries no longer exist. Loss of existing open
space in the Fairfax Planning Area, whether formally preserved or not, will alter the
fundamental and unique natural, open space environment of the Town.

Multiple points of view arise and must be weighed and addressed when open space issues
are considered:

» Town residents value the qualities of the town defined by open space, and often
fundamentally oppose development activities;

» Property owners have the right to develop their properties according to Town Code
and zoning ordinances;

» Ecological issues must be understood and addressed to preserve natural resources for
future generations; and

« Safety issues, such as those associated with the wildfire/urban interface, flood-prone
areas, and slope stability and erosion must be addressed.

In accordance with the California General Plan Guidelines, Chapter 4, this element
establishes goals for four relevant issues. These are:

= Open space for the preservation of natural resources.

= Open space used for the managed production of resources.

= Open space for outdoor recreation.

= Open space for public health and safety.

ADOPTED APRIL4, 2012 0S-3



OPEN SPACE ELEMENT TowN OF FAIRFAX 2010-2030 GENERAL PLAN

VESUAL RESOURCES
| E—uﬂ
--m-:-ln: -

i T S

E:-— ma—

] s= = o s mamn

] e v

— e wmE S kb S

Figure OS-1 Map of Visual Resources

0S-4 ADOPTED APRIL 4, 2012



TOwN OF FAIRFAX 2010-2030 GENERAL PLAN OPEN SPACE ELEMENT

REGULATORY FRAMEWORK AND TERMINOLOGY

Open Space

California GC Section 65560 (b) defines open space as follows:

“Open-space land” is any parcel or area of land or water that is essentially
unimproved and devoted to an open-space use as defined in this section, and that
is designated on a local, regional, or State open-space plan as any of the
following:

1. Open space for the preservation of natural resources including, but not limited to,
areas required for the preservation of plant and animal life, including habitat for
fish and wildlife species, areas required for ecologic and other scientific study
purposes, rivers, streams, bays and estuaries; and coastal beaches, lakeshores,
banks of rivers and streams, and watershed lands.

2. Open space used for the managed production of resources, including but not
limited to, forest lands, rangeland, agricultural lands and areas of economic
importance for the production of food or fiber; areas required for recharge of
groundwater basins, bays, estuaries, marshes, rivers and streams which are
important for the management of commercial fisheries; and areas containing
major mineral deposits, including those in short supply.

3. Open space for outdoor recreation, including but not limited to, areas of
outstanding scenic, historic and cultural value; areas particularly suited for park
and recreation purposes, including access to lakeshores, beaches, and rivers and
streams, and areas which serve as links between major recreation and open-
space reservations, including utility easements, banks of rivers and streams,
trails, and scenic highway corridors.

4. Open space for public health and safety, including, but not limited to, areas which
require special management or regulation because of hazardous or special
conditions such as earthquake fault zones, unstable soil areas, flood plains,
watersheds, areas presenting high fire risks, areas required for the protection of
water quality and water reservoirs and areas required for the protection and
enhancement of air quality.

5. Open space in support of the mission of military installations that comprises
areas adjacent to military installations, military training routes, and underlying
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restricted airspace that can provide additional buffer zones to military activities
and complement the resource values of the military lands.

6. Open space for the protection of places, features, and objects described in
Sections 5097.9 and 5097.993 of the Public Resources Code.

Subsections (1), (3), (4), and (6) of this definition are particularly relevant to the Fairfax
Planning Area open lands. Within the Fairfax Planning Area, there are few open space
areas used for the managed production of resources (subsection 2) and no military
installations (subsection 5).

DESIGNATED OPEN SPACE

Designated Open Space is real property that is protected from development and preserved
in perpetuity as open space, through a formal instrument, or agreement, or other legally
binding method. This designation may be established in several ways, including but not
limited to:

« Land or interests in land that are owned by the Town of Fairfax, and are designated
for open space purposes

« Land or interests in land that are owned by other public agencies, such as the Marin
Open Space District, and that are dedicated to open space purposes

« Land or interests in land that are owned by private non-profit organizations, such as
the Nature Conservancy or Greenbelt Alliance, and are protected as open space

Interests in land that preserve property for open space may also be in the form of a
conservation, public access or open space easement, or may arise from binding
restrictions on privately-held land that prevent the development of the land.

Designated Open Space does not have to be publicly accessible or available to the public
for recreational purposes. For example the Marin Islands east of San Rafael are owned by
various federal and State agencies, with restricted access to protect endangered species.
As another example, the San Francisco Public Utilities Commission owns large tracts of
open space watershed around the San Andreas Reservoir system west of San Mateo,
California, that are not publicly accessible. For the purposes of this document, land areas
that are protected from future development are considered Designated Open Space.
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Much of what appears to be undeveloped or underdeveloped open space land within the
Fairfax Planning Area is, in fact, privately held land that is not restricted to open space
use. Much of this land may be assumed to be “designated open space” by the general
public, when it is not. Even if development on those lands is constrained now, changes in
technology, or the political or economic environment in the future may create
opportunity for development that would affect the open space quality of these lands.

Fairfax-Designated Open Space

Fairfax-designated Open Space is space owned by the Town of Fairfax or where an
easement creating open space is held by the Town of Fairfax.

GOALS, OBJECTIVES, POLICIES, AND PROGRAMS

The four goals of this element are:

* Goal 1: Protect and preserve open space lands and native biotic resources within
the Fairfax Planning Area;

* Goal 2: Manage, enhance, and restore open space to ensure long-term vitality
and viability;

* Goal 3: Preserve the sensory qualities of open space for recreational, cultural,
educational, and spiritual experiences.

* Goal 4: Balance the interests of public health and safety with the preservation of
open space.

Goal 0S-1: Protect and preserve open space lands and native biotic
resources within the Fairfax Planning Area.

Existing open space must be preserved to encourage an ecology that will thrive for
decades and millennia. Some aspects of preservation are covered by the Conservation
Element, especially issues relating to water management and native species preservation.
This goal focuses on the practical planning decisions that will support the ecology and
beauty of both designated and undesignated open space and is similar to, and aligned
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with, Land Use Element Goal LU-1 where policies are established that preserve the
scenic and natural resources of lands adjacent to town boundaries.

Objective 0S-1.1: Codify Open Space Committee by Town Ordinance to assist in
the implementation of the objectives, policies, and programs of this Element.

Program OS-1.1.1.1: Staff to draft an ordinance and present it to the Town Council.

Responsibility: Town Manager, Planning & Building Services, Town
Council
Schedule: Year One

Objective 0S-1.2: Create an inventory of undeveloped and underdeveloped
lands within the Fairfax Planning Area.

Appendix OS-A represents a preliminary inventory of approximately 30 known parcels
within the Fairfax Planning Area that are undeveloped or underdeveloped.

Policy OS-1.2.1: Identify all significant undeveloped and underdeveloped parcels
within the Fairfax Planning Area.

Program OS-1.2.1.1: Create an inventory of undeveloped and underdeveloped land
parcels within the Fairfax Planning Area, and make the inventory
publicly accessible. This inventory shall take the form of a map
and a list, with specific information as described below. The
inventory shall include parcels within the Fairfax Planning Area
that have open space qualities or conservation issues, parcels that
are undeveloped or underdeveloped, parcels that are currently a
town asset through acquisition or dedication, and parcels that may
contribute significantly to General Plan goals for conservation,
land use and open space as well as parcels that tie into the open
space goals of the county, adjacent municipalities or larger green
belts.
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Program OS-1.2.1.2:

Each parcel or group of parcels shall be described in sufficient
detail that the precise parcel(s) can be easily identified, by
common name, address, and/or parcel number. The description of
each parcel or group of parcels shall identify:

» APN numbers.

» Size in acres.

» Location within or outside of the Town of Fairfax boundary.
»  Whether it is undeveloped or underdeveloped.

« Ownership, current use, easements, and zoning and the Town
and/or Marin county general plan designation.

« Connection to existing open space, or potential for connection
to open space.

« Existing trails and access.

» A brief description and inventory of flora, fauna, habitat
visibility within the planning area, wildlife corridors, and water

resources.

» A brief description of potential liability issues, particularly
concerning fire risk, falling trees, and landslides.

» Possible significance of the site in the event of an emergency
or natural disaster.

This inventory shall become part of the General Plan, replacing
Appendix OS-A, and shall be updated as necessary.

Responsibility: Planning and Building Services, Planning Commission,
Open Space Committee, Town Council
Schedule: Year One

Notify the owners of all the parcels in the inventory that their
parcel is in an inventory in the Fairfax General Plan, maintained
by the Town of Fairfax. This notification should include:

» A statement that their parcel is valued by the Town of Fairfax
for its open space and/or conservation potential should it ever
become available for purchase.
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= A copy of the approved Open Space Element.

* A request that they notify the Town of Fairfax if and when
their property is ever offered for sale.

Responsibility: Planning and Building Services, Open Space Committee,
Town Manager
Schedule: Ongoing

Policy OS-1.2.2: Educate the residents of Fairfax about the inventory of potential
open space parcels in the Fairfax General Plan.

Program OS-1.2.2.1: Publish the inventory of undeveloped/underdeveloped parcels on
the Town of Fairfax website, http://townoffairfax.org.

Responsibility: Town Manager
Schedule: Year One

Policy OS-1.2.3: Educate the residents of Fairfax about ways that they can help
create and preserve designed open space, by donating lands or granting easements
to the town.

Program OS-1.2.3.1: Create and publish information on the Town of Fairfax website
http://townoffairfax.org, and the Open Space Committee website,
about donations, easements, wills and trusts, and other methods by
which Designated Open Space might be created.

Responsibility: Open Space Committee, Town Manager
Schedule: Year One

Objective OS-1.3 Prioritize the inventory of undeveloped and underdeveloped
lands to identify parcels that connect or expand existing open space, create
wildlife corridors, preserve endangered species, and/or contribute significantly
to other objectives in the General Plan.

The intent of this objective is to identify the special beauty or value of each parcel in the
inventory, whether it is accessible by road or trail, whether it has special value from a
conservation or ecological or recreational viewpoint, and whether it is inside one of the
Visually Significant Areas shown on Figure OS-1.
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Policy OS-1.3.1: Evaluate each item in the inventory to identify the parcels that
contribute the most to General Plan goals.

Program OS-1.3.1.1:

Organize the inventory created by Policy OS-1.2.1, so that the
parcels that most significantly contribute to the objectives of the
Open Space, Conservation and Land Use elements are easily
identified. The evaluation shall be based on the information
gathered for each parcel in Program OS-1.2.1.1. A qualitative
description for each parcel will be provided for each item in the
inventory, explaining the reason(s) that each parcel does or does
not contribute to the objectives of the General Plan.

Responsibility: Open Space Committee
Schedule: Year Two

Objective 0OS-1.4: Protect undeveloped and underdeveloped lands according to
the list and priorities established by Objective 0S-1.2 and 0S-1.3 by converting
them to Designated Open Space.

Policy OS-1.4.1: Any proposed development of a parcel in the inventory shall be
reviewed by the Fairfax Open Space Committee.

Program OS-1.4.1.1:

Fairfax Planning and Building Services shall inform applicants
proposing development of parcels in the inventory that their
application will be reviewed by the Open Space Committee.
Planning and Building Services will further encourage the
applicant to contact the Open Space Committee before submitting
their application and the Open Space Committee shall make a
good faith attempt to meet with the applicant to discuss their
application.

Responsibility: Planning and Building Services, Open Space Committee
Schedule: Ongoing
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The Fairfax Open Space Committee shall review each application
for development of parcels in the inventory, and provide a written
evaluation to the appropriate Planning and Building Services
department. The evaluation shall be delivered before the end of the
Planning Department’s 30-day response window.

Responsibility: Planning and Building Services, Open Space Committee
Schedule: Ongoing

Policy OS-1.4.2: Encourage the creation of open space through clustered
development on parcels in this inventory.

Program OS-1.4.2.1:

If development plans are presented to the Planning Commission
for parcels on the inventory list, the commission should encourage
clustered development on a small segment of the parcel, with
provision of an easement on the undeveloped portion to create
Designated Open Space.

Responsibility: Planning and Building Services, Planning Commission,

Town Council
Schedule: Ongoing

Policy OS-1.4.3: Acquire parcels in this inventory if they become available for

purchase if possible.

Program OS-1.4.3.1:

If high-priority parcels on the inventory list come up for sale or
auction, the Town Council shall consider allocation of funds from
any available sources to acquire the property and create additional
Designated Open Space (see Appendix OS-B).

Responsibility: Planning and Building Services, Planning Commission,

Town Council
Schedule: Ongoing

Policy OS-1.4.4: Acquire and encourage the acquisition of appropriate easements on
parcels in this inventory, if possible.

Program OS-1.4.4.1:

Conservation and open space easements acquire development
rights for the public, for all or part of a property, while ownership
is retained by the property owner. If purchase is not feasible, the
Town of Fairfax shall approach the owners of these properties to
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investigate the possibility of creating Designated Open Space
through acquisition of an appropriate easement.
Responsibility: Planning and Building Services, Planning Commission,

Town Council
Schedule: Ongoing

Policy OS-1.4.5: Dedicate all or part of privately owned parcels in the inventory for

use as open space, whenever possible.

Program OS-1.4.5.1:

Program OS-1.4.5.2:

Property owners shall be encouraged to set aside land dedicated to
open space as a condition to development of parcels in the
inventory. While access to these open space lands may be
restricted, the preservation of open space land in its natural state is
valuable.

Responsibility: Planning and Building Services, Planning Commission,
Town Council
Schedule: Ongoing

Identify opportunities early in the planning process for transferring
development rights between parcels to create dedicated open
space. In some cases, mutual benefit can occur by transferring
development rights from open space parcels to other parcels. This
has the effect of creating or preserving open space while allowing
for development elsewhere.

Responsibility: Planning and Building Services, Open Space Committee
Schedule: Ongoing

Goal 0S-2: Manage, enhance, and restore open space to ensure long-term

vitality and viability.

Objective 0S-2.1: Assess the status of Fairfax-Designated Open Space on an

annual basis.

Policy OS-2.1.1: Periodically update the assessment of each Fairfax-Designated

Open Space parcel at least once every five years, as it appears in the inventory
established by Objective OS-1.2.
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Program OS-2.1.1.1: Review each parcel in the inventory that is Fairfax-Designated
Open Space, updating the description and inventory of flora,
fauna, including any special status species, safety issues, native
and non-native species, habitat, and wildlife corridors, at least
once every five years (see Conservation Element).

Responsibility: Town Manager, Open Space Committee
Schedule: Year 3-5

Program OS-2.1.1.2: Identify any appropriate management practices for each parcel in
the inventory that is Fairfax-Designated Open Space, based on the
information obtained by Program OS-2.1.1.1.

Responsibility: Town Manager, Open Space Committee
Schedule: Year 3-5

Objective 0S-2.2: Where native resources may be impaired, undertake the
restoration of Fairfax-Designated Open Space.

Policy OS-2.2.1: Implement the management programs for Fairfax-Designated
Open Space, identified by Program OS-2.1.1.2.

Program OS-2.2.1.1: Under the direction of the Town Manager, the Public Works
Director shall implement the management programs for Fairfax-
Designated Open Space, as identified by Program OS-2.1.1.2.

Responsibility: Town Manager, Public Works Director
Schedule: Ongoing

Objective 0S-2.3: Educate both residents and visitors about maintenance
concerns associated with Fairfax-Designated Open Space.

Policy OS-2.3.1: Identify educational materials about maintaining open space
appropriate for the Fairfax Planning Area.

Program OS-2.3.1.1: Create an inventory of existing educational materials on open
space maintenance, including pamphlets, presentations, events,
resources, web sites, and other publications.

Responsibility: Town Manager
Schedule: Year One
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Policy OS-2.3.2: Provide public access to educational materials to residents of the
Town of Fairfax.

Program OS-2.3.2.1: Add links to the Town of Fairfax website, http://townoffairfax.org,
connecting to the materials identified by OS-2.3.1.1.

Responsibility: Town Manager
Schedule: Year One

Program OS-2.3.2.2: Work with Fairfax schools to develop appropriate educational
programs concerning open space maintenance.

Responsibility: Town Manager
Schedule: Year One

Program OS-2.3.2.3: Identify and explore other educational means to communicate
information to the residents of Fairfax concerning open space
maintenance, for example, signage appropriate for specific parcels.

Responsibility: Town Manager, Open Space Committee
Schedule: Year One

Objective 0S-2.4: Encourage the removal of non-native species that are
detrimental to the environment.

Policy OS-2.4.1: Identify existing educational materials about non-native species in
the Fairfax Planning Area.

Program OS-2.4.1.1: Create an inventory of existing educational materials on these
species, including pamphlets, presentations, events, resources, web
sites, and other publications.

Responsibility: Open Space Committee
Schedule: Year 3-5

Policy OS-2.4.2: Provide public access to educational materials to residents of the
Town of Fairfax.
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Program OS-2.4.2.1: Add links to the Town of Fairfax website, http://townoffairfax.org,
connecting to the materials identified by OS-2.4.1.1.

Responsibility: Town Manager
Schedule: Year One

Program OS-2.4.2.2: Work with Fairfax schools to develop appropriate educational
programs concerning native and non-native species in the Fairfax
Planning Area.

Responsibility: Town Manager
Schedule: Year One
Program OS-2.4.2.3: Identify and explore other educational means to communicate

information to the residents of Fairfax concerning the removal of
detrimental non-native species in the Fairfax Planning Area.

Responsibility: Town Manager, Open Space Committee
Schedule: Year One

Goal 0S-3: Preserve the sensory qualities of open space for recreational,
cultural, educational, and spiritual experiences.

Objective 0S-3.1: Provide and maintain a system of recreational trails that will
create access amongst and between downtown Fairfax, neighborhoods of
Fairfax, and open space in the Fairfax Planning Area.

Policy OS-3.1.1: Identify and map the existing recreational trails in and between
open space lands in the Fairfax Planning Area. This inventory will include trails
that have been historically used by the public for recreation since 1950 and continue
to be used.
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Program OS-3.1.1.1: Update the inventory of public trails, lanes, pathways and public
rights-of-way identified in Circulation Appendix C-A to include
trails throughout the Fairfax Planning Area, and maintain the
contents as appropriate.

Responsibility: Town Manager, Planning and Building Services, with
the assistance of Fairfax Volunteers and/or the Open Space Committee
Schedule: Year 3-5

Program OS-3.1.1.2: Update the existing Fairfax Recreational Trail Map created by the
Fairfax Volunteers, enhance the map to include trails throughout
the Fairfax Planning Area, and update the contents as appropriate.

Responsibility: Town Manager, Planning and Building Services, with
the assistance of Fairfax Volunteers and/or the Open Space Committee
Schedule: Year 3-5

Policy OS-3.1.2: Make the Fairfax Recreational Trail Map publicly available to the
residents of Fairfax.

Program OS-3.1.2.1: Add a link to the Town of Fairfax website, http://townoffairfax.org
providing access to the Fairfax Recreational Trail Map.

Responsibility: Town Manager
Schedule: Year 3-5

Program OS-3.1.2.2: Work with Fairfax schools to develop appropriate educational
programs concerning recreational trails.

Responsibility: Town Manager
Schedule: Year 3-5

Program OS-3.1.2.3: Identify and explore other means to make the Fairfax Recreational
Trail Map available to the residents of Fairfax.

Responsibility: Town Manager
Schedule: Year 3-5

Policy OS-3.1.3: Maintain the trails on the Fairfax Recreational Trail Map by
marking and improving the trails as appropriate.
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Program OS-3.1.3.1: Provide signage at the ends of trails identified on the Fairfax
Recreational Trail Map.

Responsibility: Public Works and Fairfax Volunteers
Schedule: Year 3-5

Program OS-3.1.3.2: Improve the trails identified on the Fairfax Recreational Trail Map
as appropriate.

Responsibility: Public Works and Fairfax Volunteers
Schedule: Year 3-5

Objective: 0S-3.2 Preserve the visual appeal of the natural landscape in the
Fairfax Planning Area.

Policy OS-3.2.1: Maintain the Visual Resources Map.

Program OS-3.2.1.1: Evaluate and update Visually Significant Areas reflected on the
Visual Resources Map.

Responsibility: Open Space Committee, Planning and Building Services
Schedule: Year One

Program OS-3.2.1.2: Review the contents of the Visual Resources Map, at least once
every five years, and update the contents as appropriate.

Responsibility: Planning and Building Services
Schedule: Year 3-5

Policy OS-3.2.2: Discourage development of any man-made structure on the
ridgelines and within the ridge zones within the Fairfax Planning Area.

Program OS-3.2.2.1: Update Fairfax Ordinance 17.060 to clarify conditions surrounding
development near ridgelines, and encourage the County of Marin
to align the Marin County Ridgeline Ordinance, as it exists as of
the date of approval of this General Plan, with the Fairfax
Ordinance 17.060

Responsibility: Planning Commission, Town Council
Schedule: Year 3-5
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Policy OS-3.2.3: Prevent development from blocking or impairing existing views of
Visually Significant Areas identified in Figure OS-1.

Program OS-3.2.3.1: Review development applications to ensure that views of Visually
Significant Areas are not negatively impacted.

Responsibility: Planning and Building Services, Planning Commission
Schedule: Ongoing

Objective 0S-3.3: Constrain anthropogenic sound levels in and around open
space areas so that natural sounds of flora and fauna are audible.

Policy OS-3.3.1: Constrain noise levels in Fairfax-Designated Open Space.

Program OS-3.3.1.1: Revise Fairfax Town Code Chapter 8.20 to establish noise level
restrictions for Designated Open Space at or below the restrictions
for Residential and where possible Quiet Rural Areas (see Noise
Element Table N-2).

Responsibility: Planning and Building Services, Planning Commission,

Town Council
Schedule: Year 3-5

Goal 0S-4: Balance the interests of public health and safety with the
preservation of open space.

Objective 0S-4.1: Create and preserve Designated Open Space to mitigate the
threat of natural hazards.

Policy OS-4.1.1: Areas that are prone to landslides must remain as open space, or be
developed with adequate engineering to mitigate the hazard.

Program OS-4.1.1.1: Identify, and when appropriate designate, the areas that are prone
to landslides that are in existing open space, and/or in the
inventory established by OS-1.2.1.

Responsibility: Planning and Building Services, Open Space Committee
Schedule: Year One
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Policy OS-4.1.2: Designated Open Space along creek channels and in flood-prone
areas should be created whenever possible to mitigate flood hazards.

Program OS-4.1.2.1: Identify, and when appropriate designate, the areas within the
flood-prone areas that are in existing open space, or in the
inventory established by OS-1.2.1.

Responsibility: Planning and Building Services, Open Space Committee
Schedule: Year One

Policy OS-4.1.3: Mitigate extreme wildfire hazard in open space areas by reducing
fire risk and removing invasive non-native species.

Program OS-4.1.3.1: Identify, and when appropriate designate, the areas that are at high
risk of wildfires that are in existing open space, or in the inventory
established by OS-1.2.1.

Responsibility: Planning and Building Services, Open Space Committee
Schedule: Year One

Objective 05-4.2: Minimize the visual and auditory impact of construction in
open space areas.

Policy OS-4.2.1: Discourage utility structures in open space areas.

Program OS-4.2.1.1: Require that the design, location and construction of utilities, in
existing open space or parcels in the inventory established by
0OS-1.2.1, minimize harm to the area’s environmental and visual
qualities.

Responsibility: Planning and Building Services
Schedule: Ongoing
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