TOWN OF FAIRFAX
STAFF REPORT
October 4, 2017

TO: Mayor and Council
FROM: Ben Berto, Planning Director &<

SUBJECT: Introduce and read by title only an Ordinance of the Town Council of the
Town of Fairfax Adding Section 15.04.065 “Electric Vehicle Charging
Stations” to Chapter 15.04, Construction Codes, and Setting Forth
Procedures for Expedited Permit Processing for Electric Vehicle Charging
Stations; Class 3 CEQA Categorical Exemption

Continued from the September 6, 2017 Town Council meeting
RECOMMENDATION
1. Conduct the public hearing.

2. Introduce, waive first reading and read by title only an Ordinance of the Town
Council of the Town of Fairfax Adding Section 15.04.065 “Electric Vehicle Charging
Stations” to Chapter 15.04, Construction Codes, and Setting Forth Procedures for
Expedited Permit Processing for Electric Vehicle Charging Stations.

BACKGROUND }

The State of California signed AB 1236 into law in October 2015, which added Section
65850.7 to the Government Code. The statute requires cities and counties to
administratively approve an electric vehicle charging station (EVCS) installation
application via issuance of a building permit or similar nondiscretionary permit, and
create a streamlined permitting process for EVCS application review. The statute also
requires local jurisdictions to adopt local regulations by September 30, 2017 to comply
with the goals and intent of the Statute.

DISCUSSION

Fairfax has been an enthusiastic supporter of the use of electric vehicles. Governmental
policies and regulations in further encouragement of their use would seem to be logical.
State regulations direct that appurtenant EVCS facilities be allowed without
discretionary review, and that local review be streamlined.

Staff does not anticipate problems with future EVCS facilities in Fairfax, provided that
necessary electrical permits are obtained prior to installation.

In furtherance of the statutory permit streamlining requirements, the State has provided
a checklist to be used in reviewing EVCS (attached).

If introduced tonight, the ordinance would be brought back to the Council at its
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November 1, 2017 meeting for a second reading and possible adoption.

CEQA

Pursuant to State CEQA Guidelines section 15303 (14 Cal. Code Regs., § 15303), this
Ordinance is covered by the Class 3 CEQA Categorical Exemption for construction of
new, small facilities or structures; installation of small new equipment and facilities in
small structures; and the conversion of existing small structures from one use to another
where only minor modifications are made in the exterior of the structure. The adoption of
this Ordinance will result in a streamlined permitting process for the installation of electric
vehicle charging equipment in residential or commercial garages, parking lots and other
developed areas.

FISCAL IMPACT
N/A

ATTACHMENTS
A. Ordinance No.
B. Permitting Checklist




ORDINANCE NO.

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF FAIRFAX
ADDING SECTION 15.04.065 “ELECTRIC VEHICLE CHARGING STATIONS”
TO CHAPTER 15.04, CONSTRUCTION CODES, AND
SETTING FORTH PROCEDURES FOR EXPEDITED PERMIT PROCESSING FOR
ELECTRIC VEHICLE CHARGING STATIONS

WHEREAS, State law mandates that on or before September 30, 2017, every
city/town, county, or city and county with a population of less than 200,000 residents must
adopt an ordinance that creates an expedited and streamlined permitting process for
electric vehicle charging stations pursuant to Assembly Bill 1236 (2011); and

WHEREAS, the Town wishes to amend its Municipal Code to meet State law and
to facilitate convenient charging of electric vehicles; and

WHEREAS, the Ross Valley Fire Protection District has been consulted regarding
the adoption of this ordinance as required by Government Code section 65850.7(g); and

WHEREAS, the Town of Fairfax supports the environmental benefits of electric
vehicles and necessary appurtenant facilities; and

WHEREAS, proper notice of this public hearing was given in all respects as
required by law; and

WHEREAS, the Fairfax Town Council has reviewed all written evidence and oral
testimony presented to date on this matter.

NOW, THEREFORE, THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF FAIRFAX DOES
ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. The above recitals are true and correct and are hereby incorporated
into this Ordinance.

Section 2. Section 15.04.065 entitled “Electric Vehicle Charging Stations” is
hereby added to Chapter 15.04 “Construction Codes” of the Fairfax Municipal Code,
which shall read as follows:

§ 15.04.065: ELECTRIC VEHICLE CHARGING STATIONS
(A) Purpose.

The purpose of this section is to create an expedited and streamlined electric vehicle
charging station permitting process that complies with Government Code Section
65850.7 to achieve the timely and cost-effective installation of electric vehicle charging
stations. Pursuant to Government Code Section 65850.7 and notwithstanding any
other provision of this Code pertaining to conditional or accessory uses, only an
electrical permit, issued by the building official, shall be required for an electric vehicle
charging station.

TACHMENT _A



(B) Definitions

(1) Electronic submittal means the submission of application materials via
electronic mail.

(2) Electric vehicle charging station or charging station means any level of
electric vehicle supply equipment station this is designed and built in compliance with
the California Electric Code, and delivers electricity from a source outside an electric
vehicle into a plug-in electric vehicle.

(C) Permit.

(1) An electrical permit is required prior to installing an electric vehicle charging
station. Installation shall also meet any applicable requirements of the California
Building Standards Code (California Code of Regulations, Title 24) and state law,
including but not limited to, Government Code Section 65850.7, as may be amended
from time to time.

(2) The building official shall adopt and maintain a standard electric vehicle
_charging station checklist that is consistent with the checklist in the most current
version of the “Plug-In Electric Vehicle Infrastructure Permitting Checklist’ of the
“Zero-Emission Vehicles in California: Community Readiness Guidebook” published
by the Office of Planning and Research. The checklist and application shall be made
available on the Town’s website.

(3) An application to install an electric vehicle charging station may be made
by electronic submittal. An applicant’s electronic signature shall be accepted on all
forms, applications, and other documents in lieu of a wet signature.

(4) An application will be deemed complete if the building official determines
that the application includes all of the information and documents required by the
standard application form and the standard checklist. If an application is deemed
incomplete, the building official will notify the applicant in writing of the additional
information needed to complete the application. After an application is deemed
complete, the building official will perform an expedited (question what does that
mean?) review of the application.

(5) An electrical permit will be issued following the building official's approval
of an application for an electric vehicle charging station and after all required fees have
been paid. If the application was submitted electronically, the permit may be issued
electronically. The decision to approve or deny the permit shall be issued in
accordance with the timeframes adopted by the town council and in no event later
than three days after the application is deemed complete.

(6) As soon as practicable after the applicant notifies the building official that
an electric vehicle charging station has been installed, the building official will inspect
the system to verify compliance with the permit. No electric vehicle charging station
may be operated unless the building official verifies in writing that it complies with the
permit.

Section 3. CEQA. The Town Council hereby determines that this Ordinance is
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exempt from review under the California Environmental Quality Act (‘CEQA”) (California
Public Resources Code Section 21000 et seq.). Pursuant to State CEQA Guidelines
section 15303 (14 Cal. Code Regs., § 15303), this Ordinance is covered by the Class 3
CEQA Categorical Exemption for construction of new, small facilities or structures;
installation of small new equipment and facilities in small structures; and the conversion
of existing small structures from one use to another where only minor modifications are
made in the exterior of the structure. The adoption of this Ordinance will result in a
streamlined permitting process for the installation of electric vehicle charging equipment
in residential or commercial garages, parking lots and other developed areas. The Town
Council hereby directs the Town Manager or his/her designee to prepare and file a Notice
of Exemption within five business days following adoption of this Ordinance.

Section 4. Severability. If any section, subsection, subdivision, paragraph,
sentence, clause, or phrase in this ordinance or any part thereof is for any reason held to
be unconstitutional or invalid or ineffective by any court of competent jurisdiction, such
decision shall not affect the validity or effectiveness of the remaining portions of this
ordinance or any part thereof. The Town Council hereby declares that it would have
passed each section, subsection, subdivision, paragraph, sentence, clause, or phrase
thereof irrespective of the fact that any one (1) or more subsections, subdivisions,
paragraphs, sentences, clauses, or phrases be declared unconstitutional, or invalid, or
ineffective.

Section 5. Effective Date and Posting. This Ordinance shall be effective 30
days following its adoption by the Town Council. Copies of this Ordinance shall, within
fifteen days after its passage and adoption, be posted in three public places in the Town
of Fairfax, to wit: 1. Bulletin Board, Town Hall Offices; 2. Bulletin Board, Fairfax Post
Office; and 3. Bulletin Board, Fairfax Women’s Club.

The foregoing Ordinance was introduced at a regular meeting of the Town Council on
the __ day of 2017, and duly adopted at the next regular meeting of the
Town Councilonthe __ day of , 2017, by the following vote, to wit:

AYES:
NOES:
ABSENT:
ABSTAIN:

John Reed, Mayor

Attest:

Michele Gardner, Town Clerk Date
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Office of Planning & Research - State of California

Plug-In Electric Vehicle Infrastructure Permitting Checklist

Snapshot: Once a local government decides what information to require in an electric
vehicle supply equipment (EVSE) permit application, it is a best practice to combine
requirements and guidance into a single document that can guide plug-in electric
vehicle owners through the process. This document should contain information

on the conditions under which an EVSE permit is required, EVSE permit application
requirements, the number and type (e.g., preinstallation, postinstallation) of inspections
required and applicable codes and guidance regarding EVSE installation. The California
Plug-In Electric Vehicle Coliaborative created the following checklist.




Permitting Checklist

Phase1 ¥
Pre-Work
Contractor

Understands intended use Obtain an address for the location

of the EVSE (i.e. personal) Determine the ownership of the site and/or
authorization to install equipment at site
Understands intended use of the EVSE (ie,
fleet, employee, customer, visitor, etc)
Determine number of vehicles charging and
connectors per.charging station
Determine source of power and
authorization to use source

Determine type of vehicle(s) to be charged at EVSE

Evaluate mounting type options (i.e., bollard, pole-mount, wall-mount, ceiling-mount)
Clarify communication requirements (i.e;, Ethernet, cellular, Wi-Fi, none or other)
Determine the NEMA Enclosure type

Determine the physical dimensions.of the space(s)

!nspect the type of circuit breaker panel board intended for the installation

‘ dentxfy mcentwes or rate structures through the utility
Determine size of electrical service at the site

Customer

kidentafy and contact applicable 1oca! perrmt cfﬁce{s) to ;dent:fy specaﬁc reqmrements mdudmg iacal
_ fire, environmental, ccnstructmn, bwldmg, conceaiment and engineering requzrements

. ‘ldentsfy mcentwes avaﬁab!e through local state or federai programs
Contacti msurance company to acquire additional insurance or separate coverage as needed

Phase 3
On-Site
Evaluation

Hire the contractor and venfy credent!ais w;th all snbcontractors, ensure eiectncai contractx}r s
!1cense for electrical work is current ‘

Verify EVSE meets UL requirements and is listed by UL or another nationally recognized testing laboratory
Verify EVSE has an appropriate NEMA rated enclosure (NEC 110.28) based on environment and
customer needs, such as weatherization. or greater levels of resistance to water and corrosive agents
Determine the level or charger meets customer’s PEV requirements (most vehicles require the
maximum of a 240V/32A (40A breaker)

Based on proposed EVSE location, determine if cord length will reach a vehicle'’s charging inlet
without excessive slack and does not need to be more than 25'in length (NEC 625.17)

Cord management methodologies have been considered to reduce the risk of tripping hazards
and accidental damage to the connector

Mounting type selection based on requirements to meet site guidelines

Determine whether EVSE communication options are beneficial to customer and/or local utility
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