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2015 HOUSING ELEMENT – Relevant Goals, Objectives, Policies and 

Programs 

 

Goal H-2: Housing and programs for special needs populations, including seniors, single parents, and 

families, as well as workforce housing and emergency homeless shelters. 

 

Objective H-2.1: Housing opportunities for the Town’s residents with special needs, including 40 units of 

senior housing and 22 units of workforce housing. 

 

Policy H-2.1.6: Amend the Zoning Code to Comply with SB 2. Consistent with SB 2 (GC Sections 65582, 

65583, and 65589.5), the Town will establish zoning designations for transitional and supportive housing, 

and will define “transitional housing” and “supportive housing” in the Zoning Ordinance. The Town will 

establish procedures to encourage and facilitate the creation of emergency shelters and transitional and 

supportive housing, and link this housing to programs of the Department of Health and Human Services 

whenever possible. 

 

Program H-2.1.6.3: Amend Zoning to Allow Single-Room Occupancy Units. Permit single-room occupancy 

dwelling units without a conditional use permit in the CC zone. 

 

Goal H‐3: Create transit‐oriented housing in the Town Center area that is less dependent on 

automobile travel thereby minimizing traffic impacts to the greatest extent possible while providing 

support for transit. 

 

Objective H-3.1: Develop at least 62 units of lower-income housing within a convenient distance from 

transit access points, where reduced automobile usage and parking requirements are possible. 

 

Policy H-3.1.1: Transit-Oriented Development. The Town Council will appropriately rezone areas to 

promote a mix of land uses that are transit-supportive and complement the historic nature of the Town – as 

articulated in the 2010-2030 Land Use Element. 

 

Program H-3.1.1.1: Amend CH Zone. Rezone all CH zones to CC zones, which will allow housing on 

second floors without a conditional use permit instead of requiring conditional use permits. 

 

Policy H-3.1.2: Transit-Oriented Development. The Town will establish land use arrangements that 

facilitate energy-efficient public transit systems, and provide parking incentives for developments 

convenient to transit. Parking standards to be established on a case-by-case basis, depending upon the 

location and characteristics of the development. (Please note: density bonuses could still be applied for 

depending on the proposed affordability ranges of the units.) The following criteria shall be met for TOD:  

 

 The site is within 600 feet of a transit station (i.e., the Town Center and the Parkade).  

 

 Potential impacts are mitigated.  

 

 The development provides design character that is compatible with the surrounding neighborhood.  

 

 The development allows for provision of transit improvements, or services, as appropriate and if 

feasible.  

 

Program H-3.1.2.1: Identify and Designate Transit-Oriented Development Sites. The Town will identify 

TOD sites. Such opportunity sites were designated during the update of the Town General Plan and included 

in the Land Use and Housing Elements; if necessary, the Zoning Ordinance will be revised to accommodate 

the TOD sites. 

 

Goal H-4: Link housing and jobs in the community; include housing opportunities for Fairfax 

workers and public service employees.  

 

Objective H-4.1: A closer link between housing and jobs; by creating housing close to where people work 

and by establishing commercial, office, and other nonresidential use contributions for workforce 

housing. 

 

Policy H-4.1.1: Link Housing with Jobs. The Town Council will revise the Zoning Ordinance to provide 

new housing opportunities at sites identified in the 2015–2023 Housing Element. 

 

Program H-4.1.1.1: Rezone School Street Plaza from CL to PDD, thereby making it possible to 

accommodate a minimum of 9 units with a maximum of 10 units of housing. The maximum does not apply 

to any units granted under the State Density Bonus Law. Please note: The Town is also considering splitting 

the site into PDD zoning on the back one acre where the 9 units could be accommodated and approximately 

.8 acres of CC zoning fronting Broadway. 

 

Program H-4.1.1.4: Review and Update Parking Standards. Town staff will review and consider updating 

parking standards, for review and possible approval by the Planning Commission, to allow for more flexible 

parking requirements to help facilitate infill, transit-oriented, and mixed-use development. The Town will 

review and consider reducing the parking space requirements for one-bedroom units. Recommendations will 

be made based on the review and action taken on the recommendations. 

 

Goal H-5: Sustainable Affordable Housing. Well-designed, energy-efficient housing, affordable to and 

appropriate for a diverse population at compatible scales. 

 

Objective H-5.1: Well-designed, energy-efficient housing units for a diverse population at compatible 

scales.  
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LAND USE ELEMENT– Relevant Goals, Objectives, Policies  
 

GOAL LU‐1: Preserve scenic and natural resources. 

Objective LU‐1.1: Limit development to preserve and enhance the community’s unique natural and 

scenic resources. 

Policy LU-1.1.2: Additional park areas should be created in existing neighborhoods where practicable. 

 

Policy LU-1.1.3: Existing public easements will be utilized to develop a system of pathways as a potential 

recreational, circulation, and public safety resource. 

 

GOAL LU‐5: Manage future growth while preserving the area’s natural resources. 

 

Objective LU‐5.1: Permit new and renewed development and extension of urban services in a manner 

than preserves the area’s natural and cultural resources. 

 

Policy LU-5.1.1: New and renewed development shall occur primarily as infill development. 

 

GOAL LU‐7: Preserve community and neighborhood character. 

Objective LU‐7.1: Preserve and enhance the community’s small‐town scale and character. 

Policy LU-7.1.1: The existing “village character” of the commercial center of the Town, designated as the 

Town Center Area, shall be maintained and enhanced. Additional commercial development outside of the 

designated Town Center Area shall be discouraged except for limited neighborhood-serving uses. 

 

Policy LU-7.1.2: New and/or renewed development in the Town Center Area should preserve and enhance 

the village character of the Town Center Area in the mix of land uses, architectural styles and 

ornamentation, materials, colors and textures. 

 

Policy LU-7.1.3: A combination of commercial and residential land uses that are consistent with established 

building height limits should be encouraged on the same parcel in the Town Center Area. 

Policy LU-7.1.4: Amenities and improvements proposed for implementation in the Town Center Area shall 

be consistent with the criteria for those items as outlined in the Town Center Plan, relative to landscaping, 

lighting, sidewalks, street furniture, public art and ornamentation, and general guidelines pertaining to signs 

and banners. 

GOAL LU‐8: Preserve community diversity through affordable housing opportunities primarily along 

transit corridors. 

 

Objective LU‐8.1: Maintain an economically diverse population by providing a variety of choices in the 

type, size, cost, and location of new housing. 

 

Policy LU-8.1.1: The Town of Fairfax shall facilitate the development of key housing opportunity sites to 

provide for the development of affordable housing as identified in the Housing Element. 

 

GOAL LU‐9: Preserve and restore local historic buildings, features, and sites. 

 

Objective LU‐9.1: To identify, protect, preserve and restore buildings, features, and sites of historic value 

in Fairfax. 

 

Policy LU-9.1.4: Structures designated as historic which are noteworthy in terms of age, individual style, 

notable architect or builder, on the site of an historic event, associated with a famous person, industry or 

activity that is part of local history, shall be preserved and the long-established character of the Town Center 

should be enhanced. 

 

The overall physical character of the Town Center should be protected from damage or substantial change. 
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CIRCULATION ELEMENT– Relevant Goals, Objectives, Policies 
 

GOAL C‐1:  Maintain Sir Francis Drake as a functional regional arterial. 

 

Policy C-1.1: To the extent permitted by regional transportation plans, maintain the commercial and 

community function of Sir Francis Drake Boulevard in the Town Center. 

 

Policy C-1.2: To the extent allowed by law, continue to make safety the first priority of Town-wide 

transportation planning. Prioritize pedestrian, bicycle, and automobile safety over vehicle level-of-service. 

 

Policy C-1.3: Promote Pedestrian and bicycle circulation to ensure that automobile convenience does not 

compromise bicycle and pedestrian safety and convenience. 

Policy C-1.4: Maintain, as funding permits, the Town’s bicycle and pedestrian corridor from Olema to 

Pacheco on Broadway and from Pacheco to Pastori on Center Boulevard. 

 

Policy C-1.6: Preserve Center Boulevard and the Parkade for future use as a light rail corridor with bicycle 

and pedestrian paths. 

 

Policy C-1.8: Ensure amenities to support public transportation. 

 

GOAL C‐2: Promote the safe use of collector streets by automobiles, cyclists and pedestrians. 

 

Policy C-2.4: Encourage pedestrian use of trails and other pedestrian oriented rights of way as an effective 

means of accessing downtown as well as various neighborhoods, and open space See Appendix C-A for a 

list of trails. 

 

Policy C-2.5: Comply with State and Federal Regulations related to universal accessibility and Americans 

with Disabilities Act (ADA). (also important for mothers with strollers) 

 

GOAL C‐5:  Consider pedestrian and bicycle facilities as an integral part of a complete circulation 

network that provide affordable, healthful and ecological means of transportation. 

Policy C-5.2: Improve accessibility and safety of pedestrian links, especially between the Public Library, 

Town Center (Bolinas Road and Broadway), and Fair Anselm. 

Policy C-5.7: Encourage pedestrian-friendly design features, such as sidewalks, street trees, on-street 

parking, public spaces, gardens, outdoor furniture, art and interesting architectural details. 

Policy C-5.8: Bicycle and pedestrian oriented development should be encouraged in the Town Center 

Planning Area. (Town Center Element Policy TC-3.2.1) 

 

Policy C-5.9: Create safe, direct, pedestrian crossings across the Parkade and between the Parkade and 

surrounding shops and services. 

 

GOAL C‐6:  Promote less reliance on single‐occupant vehicles. 

Policy C-6.1: Make land use decisions that encourage walking, bicycling, and public transit use; particularly 

ensuring existing and future bus service. 

 

Policy C-6.2: Consider the use of additional parking fees and tax revenues to fund alternative transportation 

projects. 

 

GOAL C‐8:  Improve circulation and safety in the downtown area. 

Policy C-8.1: Promote better utilization of the Elsie Lane/Bank Street to connect Bolinas Road to Broadway 

and Sir Francis Drake Boulevard 

 

 

 

 

CONSERVATION– Relevant Goals, Objectives, Policies 
 

Goal CON‐2: Air quality. 

 

Objective CON‐2.1: Improve air quality through proper planning and building decisions.  

 

Policy CON-2.1.1: Support development approaches and usage measures near the Town Center to reduce 

individual motorized transportation requirements. 
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2. PARKADE AREA CIRCULATION STUDY – Summary  
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