
FRANKLIN TOWNSfflP

RESOLUTION # 2025-30

RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF THE SIDNEY ROAD BRIDGE OVER

LEHIGH VALLEY MAIN LINE RAILROAD PROJECT

WHEREAS, it has been determined that the Sidney Road Bridge over Lehigh Valley Main
Line Railroad is in need of replacement due to the poor condition of the superstructure; and

WHEREAS, the Federal, State, County and Township government entities have been
consulted on this project and are in agreement as to the work that must be done; and

WHEREAS, this project is currently in the Final Design phase and is expected to begin
construction in 2027 pending funding availability; and

WHEREAS, due to the restrictive width of the existing bridge and the active railroad track
beneath, it is proposed to close the roadway during construction, with traffic to be detoured to
Pittstown Road and Quakertown Road; and

WHEREAS, as part of the conditions for the bridge replacement project, the Mayor and
Township Committee must pass a resolution supporting the project; and

WHEREAS, the NJ Department of Transportation will develop the staging plans that best
meets the needs of all roadway users.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Committee of Franklin
Township, Hunterdon County, New Jersey, through the passage of this resolution supports the
replacement of the Sidney Road Bridge over Lehigh Valley Main Line Railroad; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Franklin Township understands the NJ Department
of Tr^sportation will coordinate construction staging of the project of the Sidney Road Bridge
oyer Lehigh Valley Main Line Railroad project.

-ATTEST:

Christine ̂ iivke. Township Clerk Sebastian Donaruma, Mayor

I, Christine J. Burke, Municipai Clerk of the Township of Franklin, County of Hunterdon, do hereby certify
this to be a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Township Committee at a meeting held on June 12,

2025.

Christine BUme, RMC

Municipal Clerk

04/10/2025 - Resolution was introduced and subsequently Tabled by the Township Committee pending
additional information from the Police, Fire and Public Works Departments.



New Jersey Department of Transportation

Sidney Road Bridge over Lehigh Valley Main Line RR

Limited Scope Final Design

Local Officials Briefing

March 26, 2025, at 1:00 pm

The following attended the Local Officials Briefing via Microsoft Teams for the Sidney Road Bridge over Lehigh
Valley Main Line RR project which is in the Limited Scope Final Design phase:

Name Organization/Title Contact Information

Jim Kieman Alexandria Township Deputy Mayor ikiernan'aalexandrianj.gov

Alexandria Township DPW dDw^fT^alexandrianj.gov

Jay Arancio Alexandria Township Mayor iarancio'ffalexandriani.uov

Michele Bobrowski Alexandria Township Municipal
Clerk/Township Administrator

clerkfS)alexandriani.gov

Sebastion Donaruma Franklin Township Mayor sdonariimai^i)rranklin-twD.or2

Rick Roil Franklin Township DPW dpw(£7)frankiin-tvvD.org

(908) 399-3307

Chief Timothy Snyder Franklin Township Police DoliceiV/'lVanklin-tvvp.org

Christine Burke Franklin Township Municipal Clerk clerktiT'lVanklin-lwn.ora

Brad Myhre Hunterdon County Administrator bm\hre'?/^co.hunterdon.ni.us

Mary H. Melfi Hunterdon County County Clerk mhmellV(:/;co.hunterdon.nj.us

Thomas Matthews Hunterdon County County Engineer tmathews(<'/)co.hunterdon.ni.us

Dan Bush Hunterdon County DPW Director dbushr^hco.hunterdon.ni.us

SFC Jay Nuzzi NJ State Police Construction Unit James.Nuzzi('</)nisD.gov

SFC Josh Toles NJ State Police Construction Unit Joshua.Toles'^/)nisr).gov

Lt. Daniel Lugo NJ State Police Kingwood Station Daniel.LuuorcT/nisD.gov

NJ State Police Perryville Station (908) 730-7042

Capt. Dustin Foschetti NJ State Police Troop B Dustin. [-oscheui^dhiisD.gov

Eileen Sosa NJDOT OCR eileen.sosaf'«)ni.dot.gov

Patience Sengbey NJDOT OCR Central Regional
Coordinator

Datience.sengbevff/)dot.ni.20v

Krishna Tripathi NJDOT Project Manager Krishna.TriDathita^dot.ni.20v

Jae-Yoon Jin NJDOT Division of Project

Management

Jae-Yoon.Jin(?7dol.ni.gov

Brad Patkochis Ouakertown Fire chief!^?auakerto\vnfire.com

Anthony Sytko Stokes Creatiye Group asvtko'^/'slokcscg.com

Kieran Stratton Stokes Creatiye Group kstrattoniVT'stokesca.coin

Daniel Gomez TYLin daniei.gome/.(<7Hvlin.com

Jim Lester TYLin Project Manager iiin.lester^d"^tvlin.com

Muzamil Husain TYLin Structures nuizamil.husainf?7)tvHn.coin

Page Stiger Union Township Clerk clerkiWLiniontwD-hcni.ora

Patience Sengbey, NJDOT OCR Central Region Coordinator, began the Local Officials Briefing by introducing

herself and asking all attendees to enter their names, affiliations, and contact information into the Microsoft

Teams Chat. Eileen Sosa introduced herself as NJDOT OCR as well. Then, Krishna Tripathi introduced herself as

NJDOT Project Manager and asked the rest of the team to introduce themselves. Jae-Yoon Jin (NJDOT Assistant

Project Manager) and TYLin Design Team followed suit.



Krishna Tripathi gave a brief overview of the project and explained that the project is now in the Limited Scope
Final Design Phase. She stated that the purpose of the meeting was to give an update on the project to the group.

Jim Lester from TYLin thanked everyone for attending and began the formal presentation portion of the meeting.

The agenda was as follows:

•  Introductions

•  Project Location

o Franklin Township in Hunterdon County

•  Project Background

o Overview of Work Completed to Date

•  Purpose & Need and Goals

•  Existing Conditions

o Roadway, including lane and shoulders

o  Structures, based on 2022 evaluation

■  Photos were included

o Utilities

■  No interruption of service is expected

•  Preliminary Design

o Roadway

■  Vertical Alignment will increase to meet clearance requirements and improve stopping

distance

■  No ROW impacts

o  Superstructure

■ Will be widened to accommodate required roadway width

o ROW and Access Impacts

■  One private driveway in NE quadrant; access will not be impacted

•  Constructability and Detour Need

o Due to the restrictive width of the existing bridge and active railroad track beneath, a road closure

is proposed

o Proposed detour received concurrence from Townships during the CD Phase and was approved
by Hunterdon County and NJDOT with the submission of the Transportation Management Plan,

o Project Duration - about 18 months, with 12-month closure of Sidney Road

•  Proposed Traffic Detour

o Divert to Pittstown Rd and Quakertown Rd

o  Some residents may not follow the signed detour route, due to familiarity with alternative routes

■  Hogback Road may be used by locals to avoid the signed detour route. After receiving

concurrence from the County, TYLin estimated that ~25% of roadway users will use

Hogback Rd as opposed to the signed detour route.

■  Team is proposing temporary signals at the intersection of Pittstown, Cooks Cross, and

Hogback Roads to improve Level of Service

•  Impacts to Public Services were Considered

o Looking for input re: Police, Fire, Hospitals, School District Bussing, Public Works services, etc.

•  Intensive Level Substructure Testing and Rehabilitation



o  Scope has been increased to add additional testing to improve life of the Substructure and extend
the service life by 50 years

o Given this structure is an Orphan Bridge, the team asked if ownership of the bridge could be
transferred to Hunterdon County after the Construction phase is completed.

•  Next Steps:

o Obtain Resolutions of Support from Franklin, Alexandria, and Union Townships and Hunterdon
County.

o Final Design Completion: Summer 2026

o Construction Start: \\^nter 2027

o Public Information Center: Spring 2027 (prior to physical construction work starting)

A copy of the presentation is attached to these minutes.

Following the presentation, attendees were asked for their input and comments on the project. The following
discussion took place:

•  Dan Bush, Hunterdon County - Our County Engineer could not be on the call. Can we receive a copy of

the recording for review?

o  Jim Lester - Yes, we will send all attendees a copy as well as minutes.

•  Jay Arancio, Mayor of Alexandria Twp - What would be the date/timefiume for the temporary trafiSc
signal?

o  Jim Lester and Krishna Tripathi - This is one of the first steps of the construction phase. Spring
2027 would be the latest.

•  Brad Patkochis, Quakertown Fire Company - will there be a speed reduction planned to accompany the
temporaiy signal? Pittstown Road is currently 50 mph and sees a lot of accidents just with free flowing
traffic. There is also a sight issue here.

o  Jim Lester - Our initial analysis was based on traffic volumes, but TYLin will study
incorporating temporary speed reduction during Construction as part of their Final Design work.

•  Brad Patkochis, Quakertown Fire Company - The analysis that only 25% drivers will use Hogback Road
as a detour is underestimated. People's GPS will route them to Hogsback. We had a similar detour
situation for a project on Pittstown Road a few years ago and saw something higher than 25%.
Improvements to Hogback Road prior to this project would be helpful to improve safety.

o  Jim Lester - thank you for that information.

•  Krishna Tripathi (to the County) - what about ownership of the bridge being taken over by Hunterdon

County?

o Dan Bush - no comment right now. The County Engineer will have to review and get back to

you.

•  Krishna Tripathi - This is a federally funded project that requires resolution of support from involved
townships. Along with the meeting recording and minutes. Patience Sengbey from OCR will send over a

draft of Resolution of Support (Detour is through Union and Alexandria Townships so the team needs

their ROS in addition to the County's and Franklin Township's)

o Patience provided her email address

•  Krishna Tripathi - Once developed, the full set of plans and special provisions for the project will be

submitted to Franklin Township and Hunterdon County for their approval.



•  Rick Roll - Hogback Road is beginning stages of reconstruction for a full-length repair. The project may

overlap.

o Team - please share details and we can be work together to accommodate scheduling

Krishna Tripathi reminded attendees that Patience Sengbey will be distributing follow up materials, and then she

thanked eveiyone for attending and adjourned the meeting at 1:45 PM.

After the meeting, Hunterdon County officials communicated to NJDOT that they will not accept ownership of
the bridge after construction, and it will remain an orphan bridge.



Local Officials Briefing

Sidney Road Bridge over Lehigh Valley Mainline RR
(Str. No. 1050-165)
Hunterdon County j Franklin Township, NJ

March 26, 2025
T/Lin



► Agenda
Introductions

Project Location
Project Background
Purpose & Need and Project Goals
Existing Conditions
Utilities

Preliminary Design
Constructability and Detour Need
Proposed Traffic Detour
Open Discussion

'lYr.in



► Project Location
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Project Background
- CD Phase completed in August 2018

- TYLIn begins Limited Scope Final Design phase in March 2024

- Work Completed to Date
- Traffic counts - May 2024

- Existing and proposed traffic analysis - Summer 2024

- Transportation Management Plan - October 2024
- Survey and Survey Control Report - Summer 2024, finalized February 2025
- Utility Contact Letters - June 2024
- Ecology Studies - July 2024
- Railroad Right-of-Entry Coordination-Summer-winter2024
- Geotechnical Borings and Pavement Cores - winter 2024

'lYLin



Purpose & Need and Project Goals
Project Purpose

- The purpose of this project is to replace the bridge superstructure and
rehabilitate the substructure to improve the service life of the structure.

Project Need

- The subject structure has been identified by the Bridge Management System
and Structural Evaluation as being in need of reconstruction. The subject
structure is classified as structurally deficient due to the poor condition of the
superstructure and functionally obsolete due to the substandard roadway
width.

'lYLin



Purpose & Need and Project Goals
Project Goals

- Replace and widen superstructure

- Repair bridge substructure

-  Improve minimum vertical under clearance to 23'-0"

- Upgrade bridge parapet, railing, and approach guide rail to meet current
standards.

-  Improve existing stopping sight distance

- Limit grading impacts to within ROW

- Minimize impacts to stakeholders, utilities, and Norfolk Southern railroad

- Keep the public and stakeholders informed about the project

'lYLin



► Existing Conditions:
Roadway

- Sidney Road is a Rural Minor Arterial with
a posted speed limit of 40 mph

- Typical Section:
- Northbound

-  11'-0" lane

-  1'-2" shoulder

-  5'-0" sidewalk

- Southbound
-  ir-0"lane

- 2'-6" shoulder

-  5'-0" sidewalk

'lYLin king Southbound



► Existing Conditions: Structures
- 3-span simply supported steel girder

structure with a cast-in-place concrete
deck, sidewalks, and parapet.

- Total Length: 163'-0"
- Out-to-out width: 38'-0"

- Curb to curb width: 26'-0"

- Spans 48'-0", 60'-0", 48'-0"
- 5'-0" Sidewalks

- Vertical Clearance of 22.34' per most
recent survey (substandard) from Railroad
underneath

'lYLin
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► Existing Conditions:
StrUCtUrGS [Based on 20"^ Cycle, 2022)

- Deck: Good condition

- Superstructure: Poor condition
- Substructure: Satisfactory condition

'lYI.in



► Utilities
- An overhead electric line from

company JCP8iL is present off the
west side of the bridge along with
Lumen cable lines.

- An underground gas line operated
by Elizabethtown Gas is carried on
the bridge then moves over to the
shoulder off the bridge.

- No interruption of service is
expected from any of the utilities
found on the project.

'lYI.in
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► Preliminary Design: Roadway
- Horizontal Alignment:

- Maintains existing centerline of bridge.

- Vertical Alignment:
-  in conjunction with proposed structure depth, vertical alignment raised slightly to provide standard 23' vertical

clearance over the Norfolk Southern Railroad.

- The Stopping Sight Distance (SSD) improved from approximately 240' to 250.5'

- Roadway grading will stay inside of the ROW line - No ROW Impacts.
- Guide Rail is proposed on NW and SE quadrants

2«S-

2S5 -

246 - - 245

235 - - 235
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Preliminary Design: structures
- Superstructure

- Widened by 2'-0" on either side to facilitate the widened roadway.

- Proposed superstructure will be 6 steel girders.

- 6'-3" curved-top chain-link fence is proposed.

- 4" diameter gas main in 12" diameter sleeve will be supported by superstructure.

- Bridge will carry one 11'-0" lane in each direction with 3'-0" shoulders and a 6'-0" sidewalk.

O«»'Cftp0£ OUT«TO-OUT

PARAPET

'lYLin
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► Preliminary Design:
ROW and Access Impacts

- Private driveway present in
Northeast quadrant.

- No ROW impacts outside of project
limits are anticipated.

- Driveway access for residents will be
maintained during construction.

'lYLin



Constructability and Detour Need

- Due to the restrictive width of the existing bridge and the active railroad track beneath,
it is proposed to close the roadway during construction

- Detour route was reviewed and accepted by the Public Officials during the CD Phase at
a February 18, 2018 meeting.

- Detour route concurrence received from Hunterdon County in the Final Design Phase.

-  Project Duration: ~18 months

-  Sidney Rd. Closure: ~12 months

'lYLin



► Proposed Traffic Detour Plan
Traffic diverted to Pittstown Rd. and
Quakertown Rd.

Southbound traffic directed at the intersection
of Pittstown Rd. with Sidney Rd. to continue
South on Pittstown Rd.

Northbound traffic will be directed to turn left
onto Quakertown Rd. to reach Pittstown Rd.
northbound.

'lYLin
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Proposed Traffic Detour - Volumes
- Some local residents may not follow the signed detour route directly and the following
volumes are expected for NB/SB traffic.

- Northbound Detour Assumes:

o 75% of NB traffic takes signed route turning left on Quakertown Rd.
o 25% of NB traffic takes continues straight, taking a left on Hogback Rd. and right on Pittstown Rd,

- Southbound Detour Assumes:

o 100% of the Sidney Rd. SB traffic diverts to Pittstown Rd.
o 75% of SB traffic takes signed route passing by Hogback Rd. and turning left on Quakertown Rd.
o 25% of SB traffic takes left on Hogback Rd. and right on Sidney Rd.

'lYLin



► Proposed Traffic Detour - Northbound
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► Proposed Traffic Detour - Southbound
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► Proposed Traffic Detour - Levels of Service (LOS)
and Temporary Signals

TYLin developed a traffic analysis model for the
intersections and approaches for baseline and
detour cases for traffic growth through 2026.

The analysis is segmented into weekday AM and
PM peak hours of traffic, focusing on delay (in
seconds).

Level of Service ratings are given A-F.

Based on the analysis results for the detour
scenario the intersection at Pittstown Rd. & Cooks
Cross Rd. would experience a notable decrease in
Level of Service.

Temporary Traffic Signals were evaluated at this
intersection and a warrant analysis was conducted.

ln(ar««ction A

Approach
Lane &oup

2026 Baseline 2026 Defour
Weekday AM

Peak Hour

Weekday PM
Peak Hoiy

Weekday AM
Peak Hour

Weekday PM
Peak Hour

Delay
(••c)

LOS
Delay
(sec)

LOS
Delay
(••c)

LOS
Delay
(sec)

LOS

Pittstown Rd & Crook Cross Rd/Hoflback Rd
Eastbound LTR 20.6 C 25 1 D 46 d I 565 F
Westbound Lift 17.9 t 20.3 C 23.9 C 26.4 6

lYLin
















