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MINUTES

FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

WORK SESSION

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2016

7:30 P.M.

The Franklin Township Committee held a work session at 7:30 p.m., Thursday, October 13,2016 at the

Municipal Building. This meeting has been properly noticed in accordance with the Open Public
Meetings Act.

Mayor Susan Soloway called the meeting to order and led the flag salute.

Roll Call: Joseph Darocha PRESENT James Fania PRESENT

Craig Repmann ABSENT Kathryn Blew PRESENT Susan Soloway PRESENT

Also present: Katrina L. Campbell, Municipal Attorney

Some others present: It. Timothy Snyder, Officer John Oliveira, Mark Mroz, Joanne Hyland, John Roblin,
Diane Burgess

Comments from the public on agenda items only: None

Consent Agenda - No action required this evening

Items for October 27, 2016 regular meeting will include:

•  Approval of bill list

•  Approval of minutes - September 8, 2016 Work Session & Executive Session, September 22,
2016 Regular Meeting

•  Adoption of Resolution 2016 - 63 Drunk Driving Enforcement Fund $3,500.00

PUBLIC HEARINGS

Ordinance 2016 - 09

An Ordinance to Amend, Revise and Supplement Chapter 336 "Towing and Storage of Vehicles" of the
Township of Franklin, County of Hunterdon, New Jersey to Revise the Towing Ordinance

Motion to open the public hearing on Ordinance 2016 - 09.

Moved Fania Second Darocha All present in favor. Motion carried.

Comments from the public: None
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Motion to close the public hearing on Ordinance 2016 - 09.

Moved Fania Second Blew All present in favor. Motion carried.

Motion to Adopt Ordinance 2016 - 09.

Moved Blew Second Fania

Comments/Discussion by the Committee: Committee Member asked for confirmation that this may be
amended at any time.

Roll Call Vote: Darocha AYE Fania AYE Repmann ABSENT Blew AYE Soloway AYE

Motion carried.

ORDINANCE 2016-10

An Ordinance to Amend, Revise and Supplement Chapter 157 "Construction Records Clearance" of the

Township of Franklin, County of Hunterdon, New Jersey to Create a Construction Records Clearance

Requirement for the Sale of Residential Property.

Motion to open the public hearing on Ordinance 2016 -10.

Moved Fania Second Blew All present in favor. Motion carried.

Comments from the public: None

Motion to close the public hearing on Ordinance 2016 -10.

Moved Blew Second Darocha All present in favor. Motion carried.

Motion to Adopt Ordinance 2016 -10.

Moved Darocha Second Fania

Comments/Discussion by the Committee: None.

Roll Call Vote: Darocha AYE Fania AYE Repmann ABSENT Blew AYE Soloway AYE

Motion carried.
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Department Head/Subcommittee Reports

•  Finance, Administration, Insurance, HR/Benefits: Blew & Soloway

Motion to accept with regret the letter of resignation from Diane Laudenbach as Tax Collector effective

October 31, 2016.

Moved Darocha Second Fania

Roll Call Vote: Darocha AYE Fania AYE Repmann ABSENT Blew AYE Soloway AYE

Motion carried.

Motion to Adopt Resolution 2016 - 68 Offer of Employment to Tax Collector.

Moved Blew Second Fania

Roil Call Vote: Darocha AYE Fania AYE Repmann ABSENT Blew AYE Soloway AYE

Motion carried.

•  Discussion: Best Practices Inventory

The Township Committee and the Municipal Attorney conducted a public discussion on the 2016 Best

Practices Inventory to review the inventory for compliance with regulations established by the State.
The township does their best to comply in order not to lose State Aid. The Municipal Attorney prepared
two resolutions to confirm practices already being followed by the township but now there will be a
written policy. One of the discussions required to be conducted is a public discussion on municipal
authorities. Franklin Township really doesn't have any municipal authorities with the exception of the
Fire District. The township acknowledges having this authority and did conduct a public discussion over
the past six months with the fire company/fire district regarding how they operate. This discussion was
conducted on September 8, 2016 along with discussion this evening on the possible authorities the
municipality could have: water, sewer, pool, parking, etc.

The two resolutions to be adopted to confirm practices of the township deal with outside employment
for all municipal employees and formal notice to the township and CFO by the Tax Assessor regarding
the filing of appeals.

Motion to Adopt Resolution 2016-64 Policy for Outside Employment for Municipal Officials.

Moved Fania Second Blew

This resolution requires any municipal employee to notify Department Head of any outside employment
in order to avoid any conflicts.
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Roll Call Vote: Darocha AYE Fania AYE Repmann ABSENT Blew AYE Soloway AYE

Motion carried.

Motion to Adopt Resolution 2016 ~ 65 Policy Requiring the Tax Assessor to Notify the Chief
Financial Officer (CFO) and Governing Body of all Tax Appeals Filed by June 1 of Each Year.

Moved Fania Second Darocha

Roll Call Vote: Darocha AYE Fania AYE Repmann ABSENT Blew AYE Soloway AYE

Motion carried.

The Municipal Clerk will provide all employees with these policies to be inserted into the township's
Policy Manual.

Motion to Adopt Resolution 2016 ~ 70 Salary Resolution for Non-Contract Employees.

Moved Fania Second Blew

The CFO prepared a spread sheet for the Committee's review with a salary range of Yz % - 2%. Since 2%
was included in this year's budget it was agreed to grant the 2% annual increase retroactive to
January 1, 2016. It was noted that some employees have taken on additional work.

Roll Call Vote: Darocha AYE Fania AYE Repmann ABSENT Blew AYE Soloway AYE

Motion carried.

Municipal Building Hours: There was a brief discussion regarding the office hours of the
Municipal Building. Committee Member Jim Fania commented on a change made a few years ago to
change the hours from 9 AM - 4 PM to 8 AM - 4 PM with a provision for a summer schedule. The
Mayor would like to review past minutes to see what prompted the change and the Municipal Clerk will
provide her with the records. The Mayor said she had a conversation with Jean Bahlman who suggested
going back to

9 AM to 4 PM with the possibility of working in the Municipal Building one evening from 5 PM - 7 PM
and leaving early on Fridays. There was some discussion about the lack of people taking advantage of
the earlier opening and no one comes in during the hours of 8 a.m. and 9 a.m.

Vollers Property, Block 31 Lot 27: Mr. Vollers spoke with Mary Mastro, Tax Assessor, about
the assessed value of the property. Ms. Mastro agreed that the property is not worth $43,000.00 and
agreed to make a change in the assessment for 2017. To clear up the municipal lien, Mr. Vollers would
have to pay at least the past due taxes on the property which may be more than $20,000.00. The
Committee needs to decide on whether or not to waive the penalties. The Municipal Attorney
commented on the township's obligation to pay county and school taxes even though the taxes were
not collected for this property. Mr. Vollers is willing to make the township whole for what they paid out










