
MINUTES

FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

WORK-SESSION/REGULAR MEETING

THURSDAY, JUNE 10, 2021

7:30 PM

(Location Changed to Online Application: Zoom - https://us02web.zoom.us/l/83192056518)

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Koury at 7:31 pm. Mayor Koury read the OPMA Statement
and led the flag salute.

Roll Call: Mayor Philip Koury (present) Deputy Mayor Diane Burgess (absent)
Sebastian Donaruma (absent) Mike Homulak (present)

CraigRepmann (present)

Also present: Katrina L. Campbell, Municipal Attorney
Christine Burke, Municipal Clerk

Captain Timothy Snyder, Police Department
George Reichert, Office of Emergency Management

Virginia Evans, Board of Education
Peter Vastola, Animal Control Officer (Animal Control Solutions)
Jose Ortiz, JCP&L

Darlene Green, Township Planner (Colliers Engineering & Design)

Comments from the Public on Agenda Items Only:

No one from the public spoke regarding Agenda Items.

Proclamations & Presentations:

1. Animal Control Solutions - Peter Vastola, Field Operations Manager - Introduction and
Ordinance Update Suggestions.

Peter Vastola, Field Operation Manager, Animal Control Solutions, introduced himself and indicated his
desire to ensure the Township's satisfaction with its animal control services. He questioned if the
Township had any requests for improvements or changes and suggested some changes to the
Township's ordinances regarding animal control fees and dangerous dogs. Upon request by Mayor
Koury, Mr. Vastola explained that Animal Control Solutions is responsible for enforcement of domestic
animal control ordinances, addressing sick or injured wildlife, investigating bite reports, and issuing
animal control related tickets.

Upon Mayor Kour/s invitation to question Mr. Vastola, Committeemen Homulak and Repmann
indicated that they did not have any concerns or complaints. Captain Snyder, Police Department,
indicated he had no complaints and expressed his appreciation for the company's services. Captain
Snyder explained that Animal Control Solutions had been serving the Township for six years. Upon
questioning by Mayor Koury, Mr. Vastola explained how the COVID-19 pandemic had affected animal
control calls in the Township, indicating that domestic animal complaints had been quiet but there was



an increase in wildlife activity. He further explained that he anticipated an Increase in incidents with

animals acquired during the pandemic. Upon invitation by Mayor Koury, no member of the public came

forward to question Mr. Vastola. The Township Cierk indicated that the staff has had good experiences

with Animal Control Solutions, citing their responsiveness.

Mr. Vastoia explained ordinance suggestions that affect funding and cover bite instances not addressed

by the Dangerous Dog Act. Mayor Koury indicated that the funding suggestions would be brought to the

attention of the CFO. The Township Attorney indicated that the ordinance suggestions had been

forwarded to her and that she would investigate further.

2. JCP&L - Jose Ortiz - Customer Outage Talking Points and Reporting Outages.

Mayor Koury introduced Jose Ortiz, the Township's current contact liaison with JCP&L, and praised him

for his responsiveness during the recent storms.

Jose Ortiz reminded the Committee that he had been filling in for Stan Prater who had been out on

medical leave and has been moved to another position within the company, resulting in the need to find

a permanent replacement.

The Township Clerk provided Mr. Ortiz with host privileges at 7:41 pm to share a PowerPoint

presentation.

Mr. Ortiz presented internet and mobile tools that could be used to access outage information. He

explained some options that could be found on mobile devices and JCP&L's website. He indicated that

mobile devices could be programmed with alerts and reminders and that the website could be accessed

without sign-up or application installation. He further indicated that additional information could be

located on the company's social media (Twitter and Facebook) pages. He provided a list of important

phone numbers and the website's address (firstenergycorp.com). Mr. Ortiz explained that JCP&L staff is

increased when a region is experiencing an event. Mayor Koury requested that a copy of the

presentation be forwarded to the Township Clerk for inclusion on the Township's website.

Mr. Ortiz updated the Committee on the tree trimming cycle that affects the Township, citing efforts at

the Clinton and Cherryviiie Substations. Upon questioning by Mayor Koury, Mr. Ortiz agreed to seek a

status update on replacements made to connectors in municipal areas that experience bad outages due

to contact loss when it is windy. Upon Mayor Koury's invitation to question Mr. Ortiz, Committeeman

Homuiak, Committeeman Repmann, George Reichert (OEM) and Captain Snyder, indicated that they did

not have any questions.

Upon Mayor Koury's offer for the public to speak to Mr. Ortiz, Elizabeth Shaw, Rural Awareness,

expressed her appreciation for the service provided by JCP&L. She further expressed her displeasure for

the services provided by CenturyLink and Comcast, citing delays to correct service disruption. Upon her

request that JCP&L train other companies, Mr. Ortiz indicated that there were some joint use team

options JCP&L could use to assist in service recoveries and requested that the Township contact him in

such events.



Upon the return of host privileges to the Township Clerk, Darlene Green, Township Planner, and

Elizabeth Shaw, Rural Awareness, entered the meeting at 7:52 pm.

Approval of Minutes

Motion to approve the May 27, 2021 minutes Work-Session/Regular Meeting: Repmann

Second: Homulak

Roll call: Burgess (Absent) Donaruma (Absent) Homulak (Aye) Koury (Aye) Repmann (Aye)

Pavment of Bills

Motion to approve the Bills List: Repmann Second: Homulak

Roll call: Burgess (Absent) Donaruma (Absent) Homulak (Aye) Koury (Aye) Repmann (Aye)

Mayor Koury welcomed the Township Planner to the meeting.

Ordinances:

1. Public Hearing and Final Adoption of Ordinance 2021-06: An Ordinance to Create Chapter 285 of
the Township of Franklin, Hunterdon County, New Jersey to Prohibit Smoking and Consumption
of Tobacco and Cannabis Products in Public Places.

Motion to open Public Hearing: Repmann Second: Homulak All in favor. Motion carried.

No members from the public came forward to speak.

Motion to close Public Hearing: Homulak Second: Repmann All in favor. Motion carried.

Motion to adopt: Homulak Second: Repmann
Roll call: Burgess (Absent) Donaruma (Absent) Homulak (Aye) Koury (Aye) Repmann (Aye)

2. Introduction & First Reading of Ordinance 2021-08: Ordinance of the Township of Franklin,

County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey to Amend Revise and Supplement Chapter 182,
"Fees," of the Code of the Township of Franklin to Correct a Typo and to Provide for a Penalty
for Failing to Comply with Section 182-12.

a. Public Hearing and Final Adoption scheduled for July 8, 2021.

The Township Attorney explained the ordinance's objective to correct a typographical error regarding an
anacronym in a previously adopted ordinance and the addition of a provision to enforce compliance.

Motion to Introduce: Homulak Second: Repmann

Roll call: Burgess (Absent) Donaruma (Absent) Homulak (Aye) Koury (Aye) Repmann (Aye)

3. Introduction & First Reading of Ordinance 2021-09: An Ordinance of the Township of Franklin,

County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey Prohibiting the Operation of Any Class of Cannabis










