
MINUTES

FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE

WORK-SESSION/REGULAR MEETING

THURSDAY, JULY 14, 2022

7:30 PM

(Location Returned to Franklin Township Municipal Building

202 Sidney Road, Pittstown, NJ 08867.)

Masks are optional.

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Koury at 7:30 pm. Mayor Koury read the OPMA Statement

and led the flag salute.

Roll Call: Mayor Philip Koury (present) Deputy Mayor Diane Burgess (present)

Sebastian Donaruma (present) Mike Homuiak (present)

Craig Repmann (present)

Also present: Igor V. Bykov, Attorney (Lavery, Selvaggi, Ambromitis & Cohen)

Christine Burke, Municipal Clerk

Cameron Keng, Chief Finance Officer/Human Resources Officer
Mike Chabra, Project Manager, New Municipal Building

Comments from the Public on Agenda Items Oniv:

No one from the public spoke regarding Agenda items.

Proclamations & Presentations: None.

Approval of Minutes:

Motion to approve the June 9,2022, minutes Work-Session/Regular Meeting: Burgess

Second: Repmann

Roll call: Burgess (Aye) Donaruma (Abstain) Homuiak (Aye) Koury (Aye) Repmann (Aye)

Pavment of Bills:

Motion to approve the Bills List: Homuiak Second: Repmann

Roll call: Burgess (Aye) Donaruma (Aye) Homuiak (Aye) Koury (Aye) Repmann (Aye)

Ordinances:

1. Introduction and First Reading of Ordinance 2022-06: An Ordinance of the Township of Franklin,

in the County of Hunterdon, New Jersey, Providing for Various Capital Improvement and Related

Expenses in and for the Township of Franklin and Appropriating $269,300.

Mayor Koury read the explanatory statement provided by the CFO:



The Township annually enacts a capital ordinance to fund the capital projects planned for the current

year. It is an annually recurring ordinance that is expected. This capital ordinance funds the

improvements of our roads and the purchase of police vehicles that were retired based on our capital

schedule.

The Township Clerk confirmed that the Public Hearing was scheduled for the August 11^" Town
Committee meeting.

Motion to introduce: Burgess Second: Donaruma

Roll call: Burgess (Aye) Donaruma (Aye) Homulak (Aye) Koury (Aye) Repmann (Aye)

Resolutions:

1. Resolution 2022-33: Resolution Authorizing Fireworks Display - Clinton Elks Lodge #2434 - 211

Sidney Road - In Honor of Bill Tinnes - Saturday, July 2, 2022

The Town Committee explained that the event did not take place because a professional fireworks

company could not be located to perform the fireworks display as required by the Fire Marshall. The

Resolution was not adopted.

2. Resolution 2022-34: Resolution Authorizing Fireworks Display - Evan and Melanie Samouhos -

151 Whitebridge Road - Annual Summer Party - Saturday, July 16,2022

Upon questioning by Deputy Mayor Burgess, Committeeman Homulak and Mayor Koury explained that

event details were not required to be submitted to the Township.

Motion to adopt: Homulak Second: Donaruma

Roll call: Burgess (Aye) Donaruma (Aye) Homulak (Aye) Koury (Aye) Repmann (Aye)

3. Resolution 2022-35: Appointment - Chief of Police - Captain Timothy Snyder

Motion to adopt: Burgess Second: Homulak

Roll call: Burgess (Aye) Donaruma (Aye) Homulak (Aye) Koury (Aye) Repmann (Aye)

4. Resolution 2022-36: Governing Body Certification of the Annual Audit (CY2021)

The CFO provided an explanation of the Annual Audit resolution and the Corrective Action Plan.

Motion to adopt: Homulak Second: Donaruma

Roll call: Burgess (Aye) Donaruma (Aye) Homulak (Aye) Koury (Aye) Repmann (Aye)



5. Resolution 2022-37: Accept and Approve Corrective Action Plan for CY2021 Audit

Motion to adopt: Burgess Second: Homulak

Roll call: Burgess (Aye) Donaruma (Aye) Homulak (Aye) Koury (Aye) Repmann (Aye)

6. Resolution 2022-38: Green Team Advisory Committee

Deputy Mayor Burgess explained that the resolution was an annual resolution and that this year it

included a subcommittee dedicated to the Capoolong Trail.

Motion to adopt: Burgess Second: Donaruma

Roll call: Burgess (Aye) Donaruma (Aye) Homulak (Aye) Koury (Aye) Repmann (Aye)

Mayor Koury commented that any Township efforts to raise $1 Million for Township utilization via dog

licensing fees would have to remain in the Animal Control Trust Fund.

Staff Administrative Reports:

CFO: The CFO reported that the Audit had been completed and that every year the Township receives

several comments from the Auditor. He indicated that the Township had improved.

ADMINISTRATIVE: The Township Clerk reported the Clerk's Office is utilizing the summer months to

catch up on filing and scanning. Upon questioning by Mayor Koury, the Township Clerk confirmed that

responses to OPRA requests are faster because of scanning and emailing requested documents.

Board of Health: None.

Old Business:

1. New Municipal Building (43 Lower Landsdown Road) - Status Update

Mike Chabra, Project Manager, reported that the sub-committee had met before the meeting and that

80% of the plans had been completed. He indicated that the next step would be to contact the

Department of Public Works to discuss what tasks could be completed internally by the department's

staff and what would need to be advertised for bidding. In response to Mayor Koury's questioning, Mr.

Chabra indicated that work could begin once the permitting and bidding process had been completed.

He further explained that the permitting and bidding process would begin once the New Jersey

Department of Corrections had confirmed their approval of the plans, and that plans that did not

include the Police Department's portion of the building could be made available for public viewing after

they were approved. He briefly discussed including new office space as a bid line item. In response to

Deputy Mayor Burgess' questions, Mr. Chabra indicated that standard construction permits would be



needed for the project. In response to questions posed by Mayor Koury and Deputy Mayor Burgess

regarding bond rates, the CFO explained the cost and timeframe of the plans and that It would not be

advisable to seek bonds without the plans. Upon questioning by Commltteeman Donaruma, Mr. Chabra

confirmed that the plans contained the same layout as previously provided to the Township Committee.

Mayor Koury commented on the benefits of consulting the New Jersey Department of Corrections early

In the project.

New Business:

1. Discussion Item - Hunterdon County Stigma Free By '23 Campaign

a. Resolution 2022-39: Resolution Designating Franklin Township as a Stigma Free

Community

Mayor Koury explained that he had received Information from the County regarding their efforts to

combat the stigma experienced by people who suffer from mental Illnesses. Deputy Mayor Burgess

explained that the campaign had begun In 2015. Mayor Koury responded to Deputy Mayor Burgess'

questions regarding the Information he had recently received from the County.

Motion to adopt Resolution 2022-39: Burgess Second: Homulak

Roll call: Burgess (Aye) Donaruma (Aye) Homulak (Aye) Koury (Aye) Repmann (Aye)

2. Discussion Item - Hunterdon County Farmland Preservation Survey

Deputy Mayor Burgess explained that Hunterdon County was seeking residents' Input on areas they

would like to see preserved and that the County was currently updating the County's Farmland

Preservation Plan. The Township Clerk confirmed that a news post with a link to the County's survey

had been placed on the Township's website.

3. Discussion Item - Farmland Preservation Plan Update

Mayor Koury reported on the results of a meeting with the State Agriculture Development Committee

(SADC) that had taken place on July 12^^. He Indicated that the Township's Farmland Preservation Plan

was due for an update In the current year and that since the Agricultural Advisory Committee was not

active, the Mayor, Deputy Mayor, Township Planner and Land Use Board Chairman would be taking on

the responsibility of updating the plan. He explained the municipality's percentages of State, County

and Township farmland preservation, additional results of the meeting with the SADC, the Master Plan

goal for preservation, and preference for targeting contiguous properties. Deputy Mayor Burgess

Indicated that the Township would not rush to complete the update to the Farmland Preservation Plan

by the end of the year, citing a desire to complete the update properly. The CFO spoke regarding the

limited utilization of Planning Incentive Grant (PIG) money the past five years. Deputy Mayor Burgess

and Mayor Koury responded to Commltteeman Repmann's questions regarding setting priorities.

Mayor Koury Indicated that he had requested overlay maps for comparing State, County and Township

goals and that the Land Use Board may re-evaluate the Township's position on cluster housing. Deputy










