
MINUTES

FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE/BOARD OF HEALTH

WORK SESSION/REGULAR MEETING

THURSDAY, MARCH 23, 2023

7:30 PM

Franklin Township School, 226 Quakertown Road, PIttstown, NJ 08867

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Philip Koury at 7:32 pm. Mayor Philip Koury read the Open

Public Meetings Act (OPMA) Statement and lead the flag salute.

Roll Call: Mayor Philip Koury (present) Deputy Mayor Michael Homulak (absent)

Sebastian Donaruma (absent) Craig Repmann (present) Deanna Seiple (present)

Also present: Igor Bykov, Attorney (Lavery, Selvaggi, Ambromitis & Cohen)

Christine Burke, Municipal Clerk

Cameron Keng, Chief Finance Officer/Human Resources (CFO/HR)

Chief Timothy Snyder, Police Department (arrived at 9:42 pm.)

Comments from the Public on Agenda Items Only:

Mayor Koury explained the removal of the Departmental Staff Reports from the Agenda. He explained

that the Committee had discussed the removal at the last Executive Session as the process was

redundant for the Committee to hear reports previously submitted for review.

No one from the public spoke regarding Agenda Items.

Proclamations & Presentations: None.

Approval of Minutes:

Motion to approve the March 9,2023, minutes Township Committee Work-Session/Regular Meeting &

Executive Session: Repmann Second: Seiple

Roll call: Donaruma (Absent) Homulak (Absent) Koury (Aye) Repmann (Aye) Seiple (Aye)

Payment of Bills:

Motion to approve the Bills List: Repmann Second: Seiple

Roll call: Donaruma (Absent) Homulak (Absent) Koury (Aye) Repmann (Aye) Seiple (Aye)

Budget:

1. Introduction & First Reading of Ordinance 2023-02: Calendar Year 2023 - Ordinance to Exceed

the Municipal Budget Appropriation Limits and to Establish a Cap Bank,

a. Public Hearing and Final Adoption scheduled for April 27,2023.

Motion to introduce: Repmann Second: Seiple

Roll call: Donaruma (Absent) Homulak (Absent) Koury (Aye) Repmann (Aye) Seiple (Aye)



2. Resolution 2023-27: Introduction of 2023 Municipal Budget of the Township of Franklin, County

of Hunterdon, for the Year 2023

a. Public Hearing and Final Adoption scheduled for April 27,2023.

Motion to adopt Resolution 2023-27: Repmann Second: Seiple

Roll call: Donaruma (Absent) Homulak (Absent) Koury (Aye) Repmann (Aye) Seiple (Aye)

Upon questioning, the CFO confirmed that the Introduced Budget would be posted by Monday at the

latest.

John Benscoter, 171 Old Franklin School Road, expressed his appreciation that the Budget documents

would be posted to the Township's website.

Ordinances:

1. Public Hearing and Final Adoption of Ordinance 2023-01: An Ordinance of the Township of

Franklin, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey Creating Chapter 208 Entitled "Garage

Sales" of the Code of the Township of Franklin to Regulate Garage Sales in the Township.

Mayor Koury and the Township Attorney explained that the ordinance adds a definition to the Township
Ordinance, that farm stands were governed by "Right-to-Farm" and would not be affected by the
ordinance, and that the Zoning Officer would use the definition as an enforcement tool. Mayor Koury
read a summary and explanation statement.

Motion to open Public Hearing: Repmann Second: Seiple All in favor. Motion carried.

John Benscoter, 171 Old Franklin School Road, expressed concern overtime-frame limitations and lack

of enforcement details in the ordinance. The Township Attorney and Township Clerk explained that the

ordinance inserts a definition into the pre-existing Township Property Maintenance Code and that the

Zoning Officer is the enforcement officer for that Code. The Township Attorney utilized a mobile device

to look up and read the specific violation reference in the Township Code.

Bruce DeRites, 119 Locust Grove Road, utilized the expression of a hypothetical scenario to question

enforcement practices for the ordinance. Mayor Koury recommended that a person who was

experiencing the hypothetical scenario contact the Zoning Officer before the intended sale. Mayor

Koury reiterated that the ordinance was not intended to turn the Township into the "Garage Sale

Police". Committeeman Repmann explained that the ordinance was not intended to prevent legitimate

garage sales but to prevent the sale of unwanted items all year round. Committeeman Repmann

reminded those present that April is the Township's Clean Up Day. Mayor Koury advised those

present that they could contact the Township Clerk if they had any questions and provided the

Township's phone number.

Lori Vail, 10 Tara Way, stated that she understood the spirit of the ordinance and advised those present

that constant garage and yard sales are subject to sales tax.

Motion to close Public Hearing: Seiple Second: Repmann All in favor. Motion carried.














