
 
 

 PACOG Officers  
Stephen Hurni,  President 

Slate Belt COG 
Eugene Miller, 1st Vice President 

Oil Region COG 
Bradley Shaffer, 2nd Vice President 

Northern Wayne County COG 
Gary Myers, 3rd Vice President 

Capital Region COG 
L. Stewart Neff, Past President 

Huntingdon County COG 

 

  

Inside This Issue: 

PSATS’ Intergovernmental 

Cooperation Award ................. 1 

COG Talk... What’s Happening  

in our COGs? ........................... 2 

Governor Wolf’s Restore PA 

Initiative .................................. 3 

New Permanent Electronic 

Records Policy……………………….3 

Coordinate PA, PA OneCall ..... 4 

DEP Recycling Grant ................ 4 

National Night Out, August 6…4 

State Police Notices……………….5 

Enacted Legislation ……………….6 

Pending Legislation ……………….6 

PACOG Conference Agenda …..7 

 

PACOG 

Linda Costa, Executive Director & 

Newsletter Editor 

2941 N. Front Street 

Harrisburg, PA  17110 

Phone: 717-236-9526 Ext. 1028 

Fax: 717-695-4449 

Email: lcosta@boroughs.org 

 

PSATS’ Excellence In 

  Intergovernmental Cooperation Award 

 

 At the Pennsylvania State Association of Township Supervisors’ 

(PSATS) 97th Annual Educational Conference and Exhibit Show in Hershey in 

April, Hemlock Township and Madison Township, both in Columbia County, 

received the PSATS’ Excellence in Intergovernmental Cooperation Award 

during the association’s Excellence Award Ceremony. 

 The award was cosponsored by PSATS and the Pennsylvania Association 

of Councils of Governments (PACOG). The award was established to honor 

communities that are working together to find creative ways to complete projects 

and provide services more efficiently and cost-effectively.  

 All Councils of Governments (COGs) with at least one project 

participant being a township of the second class were invited and encouraged to 

apply. Eligible projects included joint road or bridge construction/replacement, 

intermunicipal parks and recreation projects, regional stormwater projects, 

equipment/manpower sharing programs, joint comprehensive plans, public 

safety cooperatives and others.  

 An intermunicipal agreement was signed in January 2018 for Hemlock 

Township Police Department to start patrolling Madison Township and provide 

24/7 emergency response.  Madison Township previously had only a part-time 

police department. This new agreement provided round-the-clock coverage to 

Madison Township at half the cost, plus safety enforcement of its roads. 

 Several months later, Millville Borough signed a similar agreement, and 

by the end of the year, Millville Area School District had partnered with 

Hemlock Township to provide a full-time school resource officer. 

 Hemlock Township now provides services to three other entities. This 

cooperation among municipal entities resulted in service to all entities at a 

reduced cost, and with an increased complement of police officers. 

 All COGS should start thinking NOW of eligible projects for next year’s 

PSATS’ Excellence in Intergovernmental Cooperation Award! 

     

Summer 2019  

mailto:lcosta@boroughs.org


 

 

 

COG Talk... What’s Happening in Our COGs? 
 

 French Creek COG is holding their 6th Tire Recycling Event 

September 14th at the Crawford County Fairgrounds.  This bi-annual  

event (every other year) has received funding from the PA Department  

of Environmental Protection and the Crawford Heritage Foundation.          

The event brings together numerous sponsors, local businesses, 

individual and municipal representatives, COG volunteers and even  

students who volunteer their time and resources to remove tires from 

the area and to help the French Creek Conservancy dispose of the tires. 

The tires are recycled into rubber mulch and rubber products. This year,  

they hope to reach a combined total of 10,000 tires that have been recycled.  

  

 Recent Nazareth Area COG meetings have addressed an update of the multi-municipal plan, an update 

on the Animal Control Officer program, and discussion on the need for an appeals board for those 

municipalities that have a property maintenance code.  A representative from NIXLE, an Emergency 

Notification System provider that focuses on pubic safety to inform and protect citizens, recently gave a 

presentation to members of the COG.  
 

 Members of the Huntingdon County COG attended the recent Moshannon Valley COG Equipment 

Show. They attended sessions on Flagger Training, Roadway Posting & Bonding, and Cybersecurity.  The 

COG, for the second year in a row, has financially co-sponsored with Huntingdon County Commissioners, a PA 

Municipal Planning Education Institute (PMPEI) course. The registration fee for the most recent PMPEI course 

on Subdivision and Land Development Review was waived for individuals who are associated with a 

Huntingdon County COG municipality.  
 

 Cambria- Somerset COG has picked up two new members to participate in their Spring and Fall co-

operative bidding. In addition, the Building Codes Department has purchased equipment to do blower air door 

tests on new homes, as required by the 2015 International Residential Code (IRC), as adopted by the PA 

Uniform Construction Code.  
  

 The Mountain COG held its “Spring Gathering” on Thursday, April 25th at Sand Springs Country Club. 

The annual event is highlighted by the presence of representatives from major state agencies and sponsors who 

are available to interact with the attendees and present a short description of their services. State Representative 

Tara Toohil, Senator John Yudichak, and the President of Luzerne County Council, were also present. The 

event is free of charge to all local government officials with the cost shared by local vendors. Representatives 

from South Valley COG and Carbon County COG in the area attended. This mixer has become a much-

anticipated yearly event. 
 

 Central Westmoreland COG teamed up with Savvy Citizen, a notification system that enables 

municipalities to communicate with citizens regarding helpful reminders, community events, road closures, 

special alerts and more. The system is a modern, easy, affordable and effective communication tool to provide 

residents with information they need to be aware of.  
 

 The Warren County Intergovernmental Co-Op is sponsoring sessions on the Warren County 

Recycling Program and Plan (Jeff Eggleston, Warren County Commissioner speaker) and Login for Liquid Fuel 

Reports and Audit Review and Findings (Mary Ammann, PennDOT speaker). 

  
 



 

 

 
Governor Wolf’s Restore PA Initiative 
     A major new infrastructure initiative entitled “Restore Pennsylvania” has been announced by Governor 

Wolf. Restore Pennsylvania would involve the investment of $4.5 billion in significant high-impact projects in 

technology, development, and infrastructure in the commonwealth over the next four years. Funding for the 

projects would come from a severance tax on natural gas drillers. Currently, Pennsylvania has an impact fee on 

a drilled well, but not a severance tax on gas drillers. 

     Following are the five priority infrastructure areas of Restore PA: 

1. High Speed Internet Access – would be made available to every community in Pennsylvania. Grants 

and funding would support the process from feasibility testing to connection.  

2. Storm Preparedness and Disaster Recovery – would provide funding for flood prevention.  It would 

help municipalities to prepare for flooding, establish a disaster relief trust fund for affected 

individuals, and provide grants to municipalities to comply with stormwater mandates.   

3. Downstream Manufacturing, Business Development, and Energy Efficiency – would provide 

funding for infrastructure to help build manufacturing facilities and other businesses using natural 

gas and help individuals and businesses to use more natural gas. It would also provide increased 

spending flexibility for more communities and businesses to have access to natural gas. 

4. Demolition, Revitalization, and Renewal – would increase resources for addressing blight, provide 

funding to ensure continuation of Pennsylvania’s Brownfields Program, fund expanded efforts to 

remove lead and other contaminants from communities, and provide significant new funding for 

“Green Infrastructure” for new environmental projects and new recreational opportunities. 

5. Transportation Capital Projects – would provide funding to accelerate progress on dirt and gravel 

road projects, enable capacity upgrades for businesses to support development, and support new 

capital projects for public transit capital projects.  

     Restore Pennsylvania projects would be driven by local input about community needs and would address 

issues that apply to everyone, regardless of party affiliation. This initiative has not yet been approved by the 

legislature.  More information on the plan is available at www.governor.pa.gov/topic/restore-pennsylvania. 

 

New Permanent Electronic Records Policy 
     The Municipal Records Manual, which is issued for the Local Government Records Committee by the 

Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission (PHMC), Bureau of the Pennsylvania State Archives, has 

been updated to add details on policies and procedures on the acceptability of permanent electronic records.  

Municipalities can now keep records for permanent retention in an electronic format, with no need for a paper 

or microfilm copy, if they meet certain format and storage requirements. Requirements are stated in the revised 

Municipal Records Manual. The manual contains a notification form (refer to Appendix E, PDF/A Notification 

for Permanent Municipal Records) that municipalities must send to the State Archives if they decide to keep 

permanent electronic records.  A separate supplemental document, “Guidance for the Form of Permanent 

Recordation for Municipalities,” is on PHMC’s website and is meant to supplement the policies and procedures 

in the manual.  Additional information can be obtained on the PHMC website: 

https://www.phmc.pa.gov/Archives/Records-Management/Documents/2019-Municipal-Records-Manual-rev-

with-links.pdf.   

    PHMC also provides funding for Historical & Archival Records Care Grants.  The intent of these awards is to 
improve the preservation of historically valuable original records.  Local Government Records Care Projects, 

for example, would be eligible for funding for surveying, inventorying, preserving, arranging, describing and 

making available historical local government records. The grants are administered on a competitive basis, and 
funding for the awards is for two years.  The application deadline is August 1, 2019. The website is: 

https://www.phmc.pa.gov/Preservation/Grants-Funding/Pages/Records-Care-Grants.aspx. 

https://www.phmc.pa.gov/Archives/Records-Management/Documents/2019-Municipal-Records-Manual-rev-with-links.pdf
https://www.phmc.pa.gov/Archives/Records-Management/Documents/2019-Municipal-Records-Manual-rev-with-links.pdf
https://www.esa.dced.state.pa.us/


 

 

 
Coordinate PA, PA OneCall 
     Coordinate PA is considered the next generation of utility coordination.  It is a secure, web-based application 

that was developed by PA OneCall, and requires no special software. It is designed to foster coordination, 

communication and collaboration among numerous PA underground utility operators including: utility 

companies, municipalities, municipal authorities and any other entity that owns/operates underground facilities.  

     Maps are the key. A map of the Commonwealth is displayed on the internet and, after logging in, users can 

view, scroll, pan, zoom and query a map to enter an infrastructure project.  Details of the project are entered on 

a form that Coordinate PA uses to show the project and projected timeframes. The map and details are then 

available for viewing by authorized stakeholders. The ability of stakeholders to view public projects affords 

them the opportunity to coordinate projects, and by working together, to hopefully save money, save time and 

also minimize disruptions in a community.    

     The internet maps are a user-friendly interactive tool that can be accessed at any time. They should help to 

identify and highlight projects that involve multiple stakeholders and is another means of communication for 

stakeholders, in addition to the traditional in-person Utility Coordination Committee (UCC) meeting. 

     Coordinate PA is available at no cost to Pennsylvania OneCall critical infrastructure stakeholders. For more 

information on Coordinate PA, please visit www.paonecall.org or contact a PA OneCall Liaison Representative.  

 

Department of Environmental Protection Recycling Grant  
    Applications for Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) Section 904 Municipal Recycling Program 

Performance Grants are now being accepted.  Recycling Program Performance Grants are available to all 

Pennsylvania local governments with recycling programs. The grants awards are based on the total tons 

recycled and the applicant's recycling rate. 

      Post-consumer aluminum and steel cans, glass, plastics, corrugated cardboard, newspapers and other 

marketable grades of paper are materials eligible for the grants. All eligible materials collected from residents, 

business, schools, colleges, universities and community events can be factored into the grant awards. 

    Applicants must retain documentation showing that materials claimed in the application were eligible for the 

grant, generated within the applicant's boundaries, and were recycled or marketed in the year covered by the 

application. Residues from the collection and/or marketing of recyclable materials are not eligible for grant 

consideration. The PA DEP administers the program under Section 904 of Act 101, the Municipal Waste 

Planning, Recycling and Waste Reduction Act.  The application deadline is September 28, 2019. Go to 

https://www.dep.pa.gov/Business/Land/Waste/Recycling/Municipal-

Resources/FinancialAssistance/Pages/Recycling-Performance-Grants.aspx  

      

National Night Out, August 6 
     The 36th National Night Out is Tuesday, August 6 this year. It is an annual community-building campaign 

that promotes strong police-community partnerships and neighborhood camaraderie to make neighborhoods 

safer, more caring places to live and work. The event provides a great opportunity to bring police and neighbors 

together under positive circumstances for the betterment of the community. 

     The National Association of Town Watch introduced National Night Out in August 1984.  It began simply 

with neighbors turning on their porch lights and sitting in front of their homes. The first National Night Out 

involved 2.5 million residents across 400 communities in 23 states; National Night Out 2016 involved 38 

million residents in 16,000 communities across the United States. 

     A goal of the event is to increase awareness about police programs such as drug prevention, town watch, 

neighborhood watch, and other anti-crime efforts. Neighborhoods host block parties, parades, cookouts, 

community events with safety demonstrations, seminars, youth events, visits from emergency personnel, 

exhibits, and much more.  Registration is free and is required each year. To register or to learn more about 

National Night Out, call toll-free 800-648-3688 or visit the website www.nationalnightout.org.  

http://www.paonecall.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Drug_prevention
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Town_watch
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Neighborhood_watch
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crime
http://www.nationalnightout.org/


 

 

 
 

State Police Notices  
• Law Enforcement Officer Camera System Data Handling Requirements  

     The State Police, under 18 Pa.C.S. § 5706(b)(4) and (5), has published a notice of the minimum 

camera system data handling requirement standards to comply with the Federal Bureau of Investigation 

(FBI), Criminal Justice Information Service (CJIS), Security Policy, Version 5.6 (CJIS Policy) and 18 

Pa.C.S. §§ 9101—9183 (relating to Criminal History Record Information Act) (CHRIA). Camera 

systems used by criminal justice agencies in accordance with the definition of ''oral communication'' in 

18 Pa.C.S. § 5702 have a high probability of capturing criminal justice information (CJI) and personally 

identifiable information. For these reasons, audio or video data, or both, captured by these camera 

systems are considered CJI and shall be handled in accordance with the CJIS Policy, CHRIA and 

Commonwealth Law Enforcement Assistance Network (CLEAN) regulations. Criminal justice agencies 

shall request approval from the State Police, CLEAN Administrative Section, prior to storing any data 

onsite or offsite. For more details, see www.pabulletin.com May 25, 2019. 

• Mobile Video Recording System Equipment Standards and Approved Mobile Video Recording Systems  

     The State Police, under the authority of 18 Pa.C.S. § 5706(b)(4), has approved, until the next 

comprehensive list is published, subject to interim amendment, equipment standards for electronic, 

mechanical or other devices (mobile video recording systems) which may be used by law enforcement 

officers for the purpose of intercepting ''oral communication'' as defined by 18 Pa.C.S. § 5702. Mobile 

video recording systems must consist of certain specified components. For more details, see 

www.pabulletin.com May 25, 2019. 

 

 

 

 

 

               Save the Dates! 
 

       PACOG ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
 

          “BETTER TOGETHER” 
 

              October 11 & 12, 2019 
            Nittany Lion Inn 

           State College 
             (See Page 7) 

 

 

 

http://www.pabulletin.com/
http://www.pabulletin.com/


 

 

 

Enacted  Legislation 
➢ Act 6 of 2019 (HB 275) - An Act amending the act of July 10, 1987  known as the Municipalities 

Financial Recovery Act, changing the name from the Early Intervention Program to the Strategic 

Management Planning Program, further providing for definitions, for program objectives and for 

authorization; in municipal financial distress, further providing for limitation of status; and making an 

editorial change. The Program is established to authorize Department of Community and Economic 

Development to provide guidance and assistance through grants to a municipality seeking to ensure 

fiscal stability by developing and implementing long-term financial, managerial and economic 

development strategies. 
➢ Act 48 of 2019 (HB 423) – allows dry municipalities to vote by referendum to prohibit or allow 

facilities that manufacture alcohol to make on-site sales at breweries, limited distilleries, and limited 

wineries.  

➢ Acts 50 & 51 (HB 547 & 548) – allows municipalities to set their annual property tax millage rates 

at equal to or less than current rates through a resolution, not an ordinance. An ordinance would be 

required to raise the tax rate.  

➢ Act 58 of 2019 (HB 1614) – allows the Attorney General and officers from an assisting municipal 

police department through statewide municipal police jurisdiction, to conduct regional DUI 

checkpoints. Overturns a recent PA Supreme Court decision invalidating convictions from these 

checkpoints.  

➢ Act 63 of 2019 (SB 321) – allows municipalities within a certain county (Lancaster County) to have the 

option to prohibit video gaming terminals (VGTs) at truck stops within its borders.  

Pending 2019 Legislation 
➢ SB 48 - would provide for the decertification of current voting machines and provide $90 million 

for new voting machines by the issuance of bonds. Would eliminate the straight-ticket voting option. 

➢ SB 76 – would totally eliminate school property taxes by expanding the Personal Income Tax (PIT) 

and Sales Tax to replace school property taxes dollar-for-dollar while giving schools the ability to raise 

additional revenues through either a local PIT or Earned Income Tax (EIT) – after voter approval. 

➢ SB 110 – would stipulate that another ordinance or petition for Home Rule could not be filed until 

after four years has passed since a defeat of a Home Rule question the ballot.   

➢ SB 133 – would amend the PA Constitution to allow gubernatorial candidates to select their own 

running mate for Lieutenant Governor.  

➢ HB 318 – would strengthen the Do Not Call list by amending the 1996 Telemarketer Registration Act 

to remove the requirement that phone numbers must be re-registered every five years, and allowing 

people to register their phone number on the Pennsylvania Do not Call list permanently. 

➢ HB 510 – would simplify and be a more cost-effective method for cooperation among municipalities.  It 

would allow a municipal Resolution, rather than the more formal enactment of an Ordinance, to 

be used to enter into Intergovernmental Cooperation Agreements.  

➢ HB 959 & SB 741 – would provide for a fee to be charged for residents in municipalities that are 

served by the PA State Police.  Fee to be assessed yearly. Sliding scale fee of $8 per person for 

municipalities with a population less than 2,000 people to $166 per person for municipalities with a 

population over 20,000 people.  

➢ HB 1444 – would amend the PA Constitution to allow the General Assembly to enact laws for the 

removal of elected municipal officials for chronic absenteeism or dereliction of duty.  

➢ HB1049 – would allow citizens to opt out of having their personal information sold to third parties 

and/or permit requests to businesses to have their personal information deleted. 

https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2019&sInd=0&body=S&type=B&bn=0076


 

 

 

 

PACOG 

"Better Together" 

Tentative Conference Agenda 

 Nittany Lion Inn  

Friday, October 11...................................................................................................  
 

          2:00 PM - 7:00 PM    Registration 
 

3:00 PM - 4:00 PM Session:  Animal Control, Russ Harper  

4:00 PM - 5:00 PM Session:  Department of Community and Economic Development (DCED), 
Department of Conservation and Natural Resources (DCNR), Department of 
Environmental Protection (DEP), and Pennsylvania Department of 
Transportation (PennDOT) 

 
 
 

         5:00 PM - 7:00 PM     Heavy Hors D’Oeuvres with the Exhibitors (with PSAB) 
 

         7:00 PM - 9:00 PM               Team Building:  The Great Egg Drop 
 
  

         9:00 PM                                  President’s Reception  
   

Saturday, October 12................................................................................................. 
 

          7:15 AM - 12 Noon     Registration 
 

          7:15 AM – 8:00 AM     Continental Breakfast (with PSAB) 
 

          8:15 AM -  9:15 AM     Keynote Speaker: Pride, Poise & Team, Co. Greg Gadson (with PSAB) 
 

          9:15 AM -  9:45 AM     Session:  Representative Kerry Benninghoff (Invited) 
          9:45 AM -  10:30 AM     Session:  COG Success Stories 
 

        10:30 AM -  11:00 AM     Visit the Exhibitors (with PSAB) 
 

        11:00 PM - 12 00 PM     Session: Shared Services (with PSAB, Jim Steff presenter on panel) 
     

        12:15 PM -   1:30 PM     Lunch/PACOG Board Meeting 
 

          1:45 PM -   2:45 PM     Session:  Cybersecurity Self Assessment Tool, Justin Loose, County of Berks  
        Chief Information Officer (Invited) 
 

          2:45 PM -   3:30 PM     Session:  Record Retention 
 

          3:30 PM -   4:15 PM   Session:  Official Maps   
                  
                              Contact Linda Costa at 1-800-232-7722, Extension 1028 or lcosta@boroughs.org for more details. 


