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Holyoke Biking & Pedestrian Committee Meeting 
March 4, 2024 Minutes

	
             Attendance: Kristen Sykes (Chair), Ed Baez (Vice-Chair),
                               Christine Berge (Secretary)(Absent), Stephanie Colon (MIM), Price Armstrong, Shannon Bliven (Absent).
                                                          
1. Call to order: At 6:04 PM, Kristen called the meeting to order. 

2. Review of February 2024 Minutes: Price made a motion to approve the February 2024 Minutes.  Ed Baez seconded.
[bookmark: _Hlk157069553]The motion carried. Roll Call: Shannon (Absent); Kristen yea; Christine (Absent); Stephanie yea; Price yea; Ed yea
                                                                     
3. Public Participation: Kocayne Givner, Councilor, Tori Halloran, SRTS
                             Kocayne gave an update about the Holyoke Safe Driving Pledge, which is a campaign started
                             to get residents in Holyoke to adhere to the laws of the road, specifically driving within the indicated
                             speed limits. This was brought about because of recent traffic fatalities in Holyoke.  Also, this addressed
                             the pedestrian fatalities on Cabot Street. Kristen suggested BikePed re-introduce themselves to the
                             City Council just to bring awareness about the needs of bikers and walkers in Holyoke. Kristen also
                             suggested more community outreach and publicity for this campaign.
4. Update on BikePed Projects: Price asked to re-cap the events on Cabot Street. Stephanie and Kristen talked about the fatalities
                                         that had occurred on Cabot and South Streets in February. Stephanie mentioned that Tori
                                         hoped that BikePed would reach out to new student drivers to get them to sign this Safe Driving
                                         Pledge.                                         
                                          
5. Safe Routes to School Update: Tori gave a brief update, beginning with the Bike Rodeo, which she mentioned had “stalled”.
                                            They are continuing to work with the elementary schools for the Walking Schoolbus initiative.
                                            SRTS attended a meeting last week about the new middle school, and is helping re-route students 
                                            who are currently walking to the high school once the area is completely closed off. She asked
                                            if there were any BikePed events we were working on that they could lend support to.
6. Events:  Stephanie mentioned no events were as yet planned because it was felt too many events were held last year.
            Kristen asked if we could table at other events instead, and she talked about continuing the Mayoral Bike Ride event
            during Bike Week in May.
            Aaron Vega had suggested a Bike Competition at Armory Yards and discussion followed about that. Kristen suggested
            possibilities for this event. 
            Other Events:  Stephanie suggested BikePed hold a “Bike Night”, a combination of different biking events, and this 
                                 could become annual. Discussion followed.

7. New Business
           Developing a Bike Plan:  Stephanie had emailed all of us the Bike Plan from Houston, as a model for a potential
                                               project. Kristen talked about the Barr Foundation, and that it might be able to support the project.
                                               It could include many community entities around the city. Price and Kristen agreed that a 
                                               Overall Bike Plan could help with organizing BikePed’s plan for the city. Stephanie emphasized
                                               there doesn’t need to be a Bike Plan “per se” but we should have  “measurable goals” to work 
                                               towards. Discussion was held about attending the City Council meeting in March and introducing
                                               this topic.
8. Update on ValleyBike: Stephanie mentioned that ValleyBike is interviewing 2-vendors.
9. Review of 2024 Calendar: Kristen directed our attention to a break in August. Stephanie mentioned doing a Bike Night
                                     in the summer. Tori suggested holding a “Slow Bike Race” for kids with prizes.
10. Next meeting scheduled for April 1, 2024.
11. Adjournment: Price made the motion to adjourn.  Ed seconded.  The motion carried.
Roll Call: Shannon (Absent); Kristen yea; Christine (Absent); Stephanie yea; Price yea; Ed yea
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