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1676
Puritan colonist 
William Pynchon 
negotiates 
land use with 
the Indigenous 
Agawam people 
on the east and 
west sides of 
the Connecticut 
River, later 
known as 
Springfield 
and West 
Springfield.

1600
Lands in the 
region were 
originally home 
to the Nontuck, 
Nipmuc,  and 
Pocumtuc tribes

1847
George C Ewing 
of Fairbanks 
and Company 
purchased the 
first 37 acres of 
land at Ireland 
Parish for a 
group fo Boston 
financiers. 

Initial 
construction on 
the canals of 
Ireland Parish 
start. 

1873
 Holyoke 
incorporated as a 
city. The 14 paper 
mils in Holyoke 
produced 48 
tons of paper 
per day and the 
E.T. Bosworth 
Company 
employed 300 
persons making 
10,000,000 bricks a 
year.

1894
 Holyoke was made 
up of 75 mills and 
manufactoring plants 
including twenty-
four paper mills, five 
woolen mills;  and 
sixteen machinery 
manufacturers.

1900
Holyoke’s new 
stone dam is 
completed. The 
dam was made 
of 11,000 granite 
stones and 
60,000 tons of 
rubble stone and 
stretches 1020 ft 
across

1940
The city begins 
generating 
hydroelectric 
power at the dam

1937
Trolley cars 
were replaced 
by buses as 
automobiles 
came into 
wide use. The 
metal tracks 
were torn 
up, melted, 
and used for 
military supply 
in WWII.

1959
Wistariahurst is 
donated to the 
City of Holyoke 
as a place for 
cultural and 
educational 
purposes.

1968
Holyoke is awarded 
a Model City urban 
renewal grant 
by the federal 
government. 

1970
I-91 opens 
in Holyoke

1984
First Annual 
Holyoke Puerto 
Rican Parade 
is held at the 
Holyoke Mall

1992
Diosdado Lopez 
becomes the 
first Puerto 
Rican elected to 
Holyoke’s City 
Council, as a 
representative 
of Ward 2.

2005
Parsons Paper, 
Holyoke’s longest 
operating paper 
mill, closed after 
152 years in 
operation.

2007
Fairfield Avenue 
Local Historical 
District 
established as 
the city’s first 
historic district.

2010
Elaine Pluta: 
elected as the 
first woman 
Mayor of 
Holyoke.

2013
The Green High 
Performance 
Computing 
Center begins 
operation.

2018
The creation 
of the Puerto 
Rican/Afro 
Caribbean 
Cultural Center 
of Holyoke.

1986
The 
Massachusetts 
Department of 
Conservation 
and Recreation 
opens Holyoke 
Heritage State 
Park.

1895
William G Morgan, 
Director of Physical 
Education at the 
Holyoke YMCA 
invents mintonette, 
a game later 
renamed volleyball. 

1850
Holyoke incorporated 
as a town with a 
population of 3,713.  
Most were farmers 
of crops like hay, 
rye, wheat, oats, flint 
corn, barely, broom 
corn, tobacco, and 
peas.  
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Understanding 
Holyoke’s History
From  an Industrial Past                                      From  an Industrial Past                                      
to a Green Future to a Green Future 
Holyoke’s growth has been shaped by its industrial origins, diverse immigrant 
populations, post-industrial challenges, and efforts toward urban revitalization and 
innovation. Its historical role as an industrial powerhouse is now being re-imagined 
with a focus on education, green technology, and cultural inclusion.

City Development             
& Growth

While some of the city’s 
neighborhoods, like Oakdale were 
created by individual developers as 
streetcar suburbs for mill workers 
in the 19th century, others like Rock 
Valley and Elmwood were existing 
rural villages that predate the city’s 
incorporation.

Did you know?
The first inhabitants of Holyoke were, of 
course, the Native Americans including 
the Nontuck, Nipmuc, and Pocumtuc. 

Did you know?
Despite being deemed eligible  by the Massachusetts Historical Commission as of 2024, 
no mill properties in the city had been listed on the National Register of Historic Places.

Holyoke’s Rail Holyoke’s Rail 
and Rivers and Rivers 
While Holyoke’s growth is mostly 
accredited to the manufacturing 
mills none of this would be possible 
without the railroads and rivers 
that connected Holyoke to the 
rest of the region and provided 
affordable hydroelectric power to 
the mills in the city by way of the 
canals. 

Today the Holyoke Dam contains 
two hydroelectric generating 
wheels with a total installed 
capacity of approximately 33 
megawatts.

Place of Place of 
OpportunityOpportunity
 Industrial expansion attracted 
large waves of immigrants, 
particularly Irish, French-
Canadian, and later Polish and 
German workers. These groups 
helped build and work in the 
mills, shaping the city’s culture 
and identity. With the decline of 
Iindustrial economies, many of 
these ethnic groups would leave 
for larger cities like Springfield or 
Boston.  

In the latter half of the 20th 
century, Holyoke saw a 
significant influx of Puerto Rican 
residents, especially during the 
1950s-1970s.
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