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Development and Governmental Relations (DGR) Committee 

Tuesday, April 8, 2025 

Video of meeting can be found at https://youtu.be/eShYDZJsI0Q?feature=shared 

Members present: Chair Kocayne Givner, Vice Chair Michael Sullivan, Juan Anderson-Burgos, 
Carmen Ocasio 

Members present on Zoom: Patricia Devine 

Other councilors present: Linda Vacon, David Bartley, Meg Magrath-Smith, Israel Rivera 

Chair Givner called the meeting to order at 6:33 p.m. 

  

Councilor Anderson-Burgos made a motion to remove item 1 from the table and open the public 
hearing. Chair Givner seconded the motion. Motion adopted.  

Item 1: PUBLIC HEARING 1-21-25 Special Permit Application for Home Occupation application 
of Amanda and Marcos Garcia for a remote accounting work business at 25 Breton Lane 
(164-00-004) per 4.8.2. 
*Continued from 3-11-25 

---> Approved 4-0-1 (Devine) with the following conditions: 
1. Hours of operation shall be Monday-Friday 9 a.m.-4 p.m., as well as on Saturdays 
from January 1st to April 15th.  
2. There shall be no signage 

DISCUSSION:  

Chair Givner noted that the public hearing had been continued due to open questions about the 
home office space. She noted that more support letters came in.  

A. Garcia explained that she was seeking a home occupation permit for an accounting firm at 
her home.  

Councilor Vacon recalled that in October of 2023, she heard from others in the neighborhood 
reporting that there were people there Monday through Thursday, that it did not appear 
anyone was living there, and there was an addition being built onto the back of the 
house. She added that she referred it to one of the departments but did not hear 
anything further. She noted that home occupations were usually noncontroversial while 
this one has a mixed response from the neighborhood.  

https://youtu.be/eShYDZJsI0Q?feature=shared
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Chair Givner read from letters that were submitted to the administrative assistant. She then 
recalled that the main question from the last hearing were whether the Garcias were 
actually living there, with some noting the blinds appeared to always be closed. She then 
stated that she was able to visit the address and found that the home was lived in and 
nothing odd, adding that she observed most of the other homes in the neighborhood 
also had the blinds and curtains closed. She then stated that she did not see any 
problems with the application.  
(Admin’s note: letters may be found through document link at the end of these minutes) 

Councilor Anderson-Burgos stated that when he visited the property, he was looking for the 
windows to be tinted, noting that someone stated at the last meeting that the windows 
were blacked out. He added that the windows had regular blinds that happened to be 
dark. He also stated that everything he found in the home were what he would expect to 
see in a home that was lived in. He then suggested that the committee should have 
been able to just take the word of the constituent and felt it was wrong to need to go 
there to investigate.  

Councilor Ocasio noted that the 3 letters stated the same thing but just with different signatures. 

A. Garcia stated that she had in person conversations with the neighbors on a regular basis to 
make sure they were okay with traffic or other anything else that was bothering one 
other person. She then explained that they were hesitant to write their own letters so she 
made it easier for them by writing a letter for them that they could sign. She also noted 
that another neighbor submitted a letter at the first hearing.  

Councilor Vacon asked how many employees were being proposed for the permit. She then 
expressed her understanding the permits were limited with that.  

Chair Givner expressed her understanding that they had remote employees. 

A. Garcia stated that she had remote employees in other states and one full time employee that 
went to the office. She added that she had a couple part time employees that 
occasionally dropped by to pick things up or do something.  

Councilor Vacon stated that she believed the law allowed for one employee for a home 
occupation.  

Councilor Bartley recalled that there were concerns at the last hearing that focused less on the 
accounting business but more about additional traffic related to supplies being stored for 
another business run by Mr. Garcia. He then explained that these permits were for one 
year and subject to annual renewal. He then asked Ms. Garcia if she had signage of 
planned to have it.  

A. Garcia stated that she did not want signage.  
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Councilor Bartley noted that the application listed hours of operation as 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. He then 
asked about days of the week.  

A. Garcia stated that they would mostly be Monday through Friday, but also on Saturday during 
tax season usually until around 1 or 2 for those who work during the week.  

Councilor Bartley asked if she would accept a condition specifying those hours. 

A. Garcia stated that she would.  

Councilor Bartley asked what she was thinking about parking. 

A. Garcia stated that the driveway was small and barely held two cars. She then explained that 
they usually had one of them parking in the driveway to leave the other spot open for the 
visitor or the one employee. She added that there was on street parking available so 
they tried to park on the side where it was most out of the way.  

Councilor Bartley noted that Breton was a dead end.  

A. Garcia clarified that they were not parking on Breton but on McMahon, a side street near the 
house off of Breton. 

Councilor Bartley stated that he was looking to hear more follow up relative to traffic concerns 
with Mr. Garcia’s business if trucks were coming by to pick up lawn equipment.  

A. Garcia clarified that her husband did not own a landscaping business, but that they owned 
other rental properties in Holyoke that did not have a lot of storage so they sometimes 
had to move their own stuff from one property to another.  

Councilor Bartley asked for clarification that they had no storage facilities at the other properties. 

A. Garcia explained that they did at one of the properties, but not at the other ones.  

Councilor Bartley expressed his understanding that Ms. Garcia had one full time employee in 
addition to herself. He then asked if they were taking appointments, or if his recollection 
was correct that people were just dropping off documents and leaving.  

A. Garcia stated that most of it was people dropping off documents, but some may occasionally 
need to meet in person to have their tax situation explained. She emphasized that was 
by appointment only, and even those dropping things off were also scheduled ahead of 
time.  

Councilor Bartley stated that he would support this, but emphasized that it was subject to appeal 
as well as renewal on an annual basis. He then suggested that they may become too big 
at some point to continue to have their business at the home.  
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Councilor Sullivan suggested clarifying the condition referring to the tax season as being 
January 1st until April 15th. 

Councilor Anderson-Burgos made a motion to close the public hearing. Sulivan seconded the 
motion. Motion adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays--Yeas  4--Nays  1 
(Devine)--Absent  0. 

Councilor Sullivan made a motion to approve item 1 with the following conditions: 
1. Hours of operation shall be Monday-Friday 9 a.m.-4 p.m., as well as on Saturdays 
from January 1st to April 15th.  
2. There shall be no signage.  
Councilor Anderson-Burgos seconded the motion. Motion adopted 4-0-1 (Devine). 

(22:45) 

Councilor Anderson-Burgos made a motion to remove item 2 from the table. Councilor Sullivan 
seconded the motion. Motion adopted. 

Item 2: PUBLIC HEARING 1-21-25 Special Permit Application of Alan Fini for the creation of a 
Fini family cemetery at 2 Fini Road (179-00-003) per 9.3. 
*Continued from 3-11-25 

---> Continued to May 5th at 6:30 p.m. 4-0-1 (Devine) 

DISCUSSION:  

Chair Givner noted that Mr. Fini had not yet been able to get approval as they soil still needed to 
be tested.  

Councilor Sullivan made a motion to continue the public hearing to May 5, 2025 at 6:30 p.m. 
Councilor Anderson-Burgos seconded the motion. Motion adopted 4-0-1 (Devine). 

 

(24:05) 

Councilor Anderson-Burgos made a motion to suspend the necessary rules to remove items 3 
through 6 from the table as a package. Councilor Ocasio seconded the motion. Motion 
adopted. 

Item 3: 1-22-24 BARTLEY - Ordered, The DGR chair invite the state delegation to a future 
meeting. 

--->  Complied with 5-0 
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Item 4: 12-3-24 BARTLEY – ORDER The DGR committee invite its state delegation to a future 
DGR meeting pursuant to Rule 9.C. 

--->  Complied with 5-0 

 

Item 5: 8-1-23 VACON, BARTLEY, PUELLO - (copy) Ordered, that the City Council adopts a 
resolution seeking our State Delegation to support the reinstatement of no electronic 
tolls from Westfield to West Springfield to create an incentive for tractor trailer drivers to 
travel on the Mass Pike and to alleviate the increasingly heavy tractor trailer traffic on 
Homestead Avenue in Holyoke. 
*Tabled 8-5-24 

--->  Complied with 5-0 

 

Item 6: 6-4-24 DEVINE - ORDERED: That the DGR Committee invite in Representative Duffy 
and Senator Velis to clarify if there is a difference between the Affordable Homes Act 
and the 2% real estate surcharge we voted on Tuesday 5/21. If this surcharge on real 
estate is contained in the Affordable Homes Act, then ordered that our vote taken on 
5/21/2024 be rescinded. 

---> Leave to withdraw 5-0 

DISCUSSION: 

Chair Givner welcomed State Representative Patrcia Duffy and State Senator John Velis into 
the chambers.  

Rep Duffy explained that she was the representative of the 5th Hampden district, which included 
the entire city of Holyoke as well as one precinct in Chicopee. She then noted that 
Councilor Anderson-Burgos was also her one staffer. She also noted that while they 
represented the one section of Chicopee, it was Representative Shirley Arriaga that 
represented the bulk of that city. She noted that she was just reelected to her 3rd term, 
was the Vice Chair of Cannabis Policy, and also served on the Ways and Means 
Committee, Veterans Services Committee, and Committee on House Employee 
Engagement.  

Sen Velis emphasized the importance of this kind of dialogue between local, state, and federal 
officials. He then explained he represented 9 communities, was the chair of the Mental 
Health, Substance Abuse and Recovery Committee, as well as the Veterans Affairs and 
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Federal Affairs Committee, as well as special committee created the previous year to 
combat antisemitism. He added he was also on multiple other committees.  

Councilor Sullivan commended Rep Duffy and Sen Velis for their work bringing $777,000 to the 
city for emergency levy repair work. He also stated that a grant application would be 
coming in soon for dam and seawall work from a special state fund. He also noted the 
Army Corps of Engineers would be doing a complete inspection of the pump stations, 
adding that there would be at least $3 million of work that would be necessary. He added 
that the DPW would be submitting a grant application for a new centrifuge for the 
wastewater treatment plant.  

Rep Duffy stated that they were able to get the first grant because the DPW had done well in 
keeping her and Sen Velis informed. She added that she was familiar with the other 
needs, and she would be ready to provide letters of support as well as have discussion 
with administration officials when the time came.  

Sen Velis emphasized that was a tangible example of why collaboration between levels of 
government was important. 

Chair Givner welcomed youth representatives from Pa’lante to speak.  

Annabella Reives, 7 Adams Street, explained that she and her fellow Pa’lante members would 
be advocating about special bills going through the State House. She then stated that 
schools needed to foster environments that prioritized the well-being of students through 
a sense of belonging, trust, and support. She then suggested that the “Counselors Over 
Cops” bill represented a critical step toward a more compassionate, effective, and safe 
educational environment. She added that placing SRO (Student Resource Officers) had 
shown to disproportionately harm students of color, increasing the likelihood of arrest for 
minor infractions, and creating environments where students feel criminalized and 
excluded. She added that prioritizing counselors led to environments where students feel 
supported, included, and engaged. She added that it would shift the environment from 
feeling punitive to one that felt supportive. She then urged Rep Duff and Sen Velis to 
support the bill.  

Sen Velis emphasized the importance of being able to bring these kinds of statements to 
elected officials at all levels of government as a vital part of what was often missing in 
the public discourse. He added that it took a lot of courage. He then explained that he 
would need to read the bill first before taking a position and asked what the bill number 
was.  

A. Reives stated that it was bill HB4297-SD1699.  

Rep Duffy stated that while she still needed to read the bill, she did recall a big part of an earlier 
bill in 2020 was putting forward policies with less punitive punishment. She added that 
they would need to look at the data to make sure that change accomplished what it was 
meant to do.  
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Jaslyn Serrano, 17 Beacon Avenue, stated that it was time to ensure the justice system was 
working in the best interests of all individuals, particularly the youth. She then suggested 
that the “Raise the Age” bill would be an opportunity to make a compassionate shift in 
how young people were treated when they committed offenses. She added that it would 
include 18 to 20 year olds within the jurisdiction of the juvenile justice system, 
acknowledging the unique needs of young adults, as well as recognizing that they were 
more likely to act impulsively and cave to peer pressure. She added that punishing them 
like mature adults failed to take into account their ongoing psychological and emotional 
development. She also stated that youths in the juvenile system were less likely to 
reoffend and more likely to reintegrate into society successfully.  

Rep Duffy noted that this bill had been presented for a few sessions, she had read and learned 
about it, and was in support of it. She also noted that there were connections to many 
other criminal justice reforms recently that focused on rehabilitative justice and diversion 
courts. She also emphasized the importance of data when pursuing these kinds of 
changes.  

Sen Velis agreed that the data was important, noting that the age mattered, and the nature of 
the offenses mattered.  

Councilor Devine commended the young adults who just spoke, emphasizing how difficult it was 
to speak in front of officials like that.  

Councilor Bartley recalled that the process of inviting the state delegation to meetings started 
not long after he joined the Council, emphasizing the importance of the connection 
between Holyoke and Boston. He then commended Sen Velis and Rep Duffy for their 
advocacy with the Veterans Home. He then expressed an interest in hearing about 
Chapter 90 funds. He then stated that recent court cases ruled that panhandling in public 
places was a no-go, and suggested that this information would need to be discussed 
with the mayor and the police chief. He added that he often spoke to them to understand 
their stories. He then expressed frustration with them setting up tent cities, adding that it 
was against the law to live outside in Holyoke. He also expressed frustration with trash 
being left behind, as well as plenty of needles and booze bottles. He added that it was 
important to try and help people, but something needed to be done. He then explained 
that he and Councilor Vacon filed an order to address the large trucks trying to duck the 
tolls by getting off the MassPike in Westfield and going over Route 202 through Holyoke 
to hop onto I-91. He recalled that it had been free at one time and asked that a bill be 
filed to make this section free again to help prevent deterioration of the roads as well as 
reducing congestion and pollution. He then commended the mayor for his focus on 
addressing PILOT agreements in the city but emphasized that there was more to do. He 
expressed particular frustration with the Green High Performance Computer Center 
paying a de minimis PILOT amount while representing massive universities with billions 
of dollars in endowment funds. He noted that Massachusetts law that allowed for the 
demand of PILOT payments when city hosted state forests. He noted a recent report 
that showed large disparities in these payments between communities in the eastern 
part of the state versus the western part, with one community in Suffolk County getting 
$5,355 an acre while Savoy, located near North Adams, getting $6 an acre. He added 
that the median was $127 an acre. He then stated that the formula needed to have some 
basis in fairness and asked for advocacy to change it.  
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Sen Velis stated that he would need to know more about the state forest program. He then 
asked if the city needed to take any affirmative action to make that change happen. He 
then expressed support for anything that could chase down more dollars for the city. In 
reference to Chapter 70 and Chapter 90 funds, he agreed that the way they were split up 
needed to change. He added that the T getting the bulk of the funds needed to change, 
emphasizing that while Western Mass was not as populated, it had many more miles of 
roads. He then stated he would have to learn more about the other PILOT payment 
issues.  

Rep Duffy stated that she believed the delegation from Western Mass was becoming stronger at 
the State House, with the disparities in funding becoming a more constant theme. She 
added that the Secretary of Transportation for the state attended a recent meeting with 
the Western Mass delegation and expressed a willingness to address the formula in 
order to bring more to this side of the state. She added that there was also legislation 
proposed to deal with the reimbursement PILOT payments for state owned lands. She 
added that she had a discussion with Councilor Magrath-Smith about concerns with 
group homes moving in. She emphasized that while it was important to support them, 
she agreed there needed to be standards and expectations for paying a PILOT. She 
added that legislation was being filed that Councilor Magrath-Smith wrote. In reference 
to the topic of the MassPike, she suggested that a meeting could be organized with 
someone from the District 2 office to hear concerns from the neighborhood. She then 
referenced the issue with panhandling, acknowledging that Tm Rivers from the Board of 
Health was working with local community groups to organize improved support and 
resources for people. 

Den Velis acknowledged that while resources and support were important to addressing those 
concerns, it couldn’t be ignored that public safety had to be part of the conversation. He 
then emphasized that in the current climate, there was a lot of ambiguity and uncertainty 
with changes to federal funding that was impacted every level of government, and the 
reality would be that everybody was going to be asked to do more with less.  

Councilor Sullivan explained there a 180 day program at the Hampden County House of 
Correction for people who had deteriorated beyond the ability of all the other programs. 
He then expressed frustration that it was being underutilized because judges refused to 
put people there. He then emphasized that the levy repair damage spoken about earlier 
was caused by a homeless encampment. He added that the DPW found dozens of 
needles there when they went to clean it up. He then suggested that the Computing 
Center, a $120 million facility used by schools with billions in endowment money, were 
only in the city because of the cheap electricity and were paying a pittance in PILOT 
funding. He then asked if anyone else from Western Mass was on the Ways and Means 
Committee. 

Rep Duffy stated that in addition to herself, there was also Orlando Ramos, Shirley Arriaga, and 
Lindsay Sabadosa. She added that on the Senate side, Jake Oliviera, Jo Comerford, 
and Todd Smola served on that committee.  

Sen Velis expressed confidence in the current Western Mass delegation to be able to advocate 
and bring resources back to their communities. He then asked for help from the city to 
highlight the needs.  
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Councilor Sullivan recalled that there had been legislation during the last session to allow red 
light cameras that would automatically ticket people. He emphasized that there was a 
tremendous problem with those violations in the city. He noted that while it would bring in 
revenue, it was more important that it would make the city safer. 

Rep Duffy stated that the bill had been refiled.  

Councilor Magrath-Smith offered an important reminder the Veterans Home was the new name 
of the facility and no longer the Soldiers Home. She also noted that the new building 
would come with increased capacity, and asked if there was confidence in fully funding 
that extra capacity. She then asked what actions were being taken preventatively to 
address federal funding clawbacks. She also asked them what they were working on 
that they were most excited about.  

Rep Duffy stated that a lot would be told when the budget was released from the Ways and 
Means Committee the following week. She then expressed an expectation that this 
year’s budget would likely be conservative but fine as long as Medicaid didn’t get cut.  

Sen Velis emphasized that there was a lot of waiting to see what was going to happen, but 
acknowledged that it would be disingenuous to claim that the state would be able to 
offset all of the cuts that could come from the federal government. He then stated that he 
felt good about the budget matching the increased capacity of the Veterans Home. He 
then expressed concern that the country was in the midst of a behavioral health crisis, 
and saw the cuts to the Department of Mental Health as incredibly troubling.  

Chair Givner asked about support for a rent control bill going through the legislature.  

Sen Velis stated that he did not yet know what was in the bill, emphasizing that the title often 
may not match what was actually in the language. He then expressed lack of confidence 
that it had the legs to pass in the Senate. He then suggested that a big part of 
addressing housing issues needed to be increasing the supply so people had places to 
live.  

Rep Duffy stated that she honestly went back and forth on the bill, with those on both sides 
often making good cases for their perspective. She also stated that she did not believe it 
was going to pass in the House. She then invited people who had an opinion on the bill 
to try to persuade her.  

Chair Givner asked what was going on with the CCC (Cannabis Control Commission), 
particularly with host community agreements being unclear and there being a lack of 
guidance from the CCC.  

Rep Duffy stated that there had been a huge learning curve when the CCC was first set up in 
2018, with there not being a clean chain of command and there being a systemic 
problem in a lot of turnovers on the commission. She then explained that the Cannabis 
Police Committee she chaired started having hearings the previous fall that were 
continuing in the current term. She then expressed an expectation that there would be a 
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huge overhaul on the commission. She acknowledged that they had not been given the 
right structure to address the issues with impact mitigation and host community 
agreements. She noted the legislature had been weighing in, but did not believe that 
was how regulation should be handled.  

Chair Givner asked for more information about East-West Rail. 

Rep Duffy stated that there had been some timelines set.  

Sen Velis highlighted the book, “Abundance” by Ezra Klein and Derek Thompson, emphasizing 
that the book captured much of the challenges around high speed rail. He then 
emphasized the importance of mindfulness anytime laws were passed because of 
possible unintended consequences to other things. He also stated that there were so 
many other challenges regarding roads and bridges. He then expressed doubt that rail 
was going to happen in the next few years.  

Chair Givner stated that better public transportation would take a little load off of road and 
bridges.  

Councilor Sullivan suggested that one of the impacts the CCC needed to consider was the 
damage done to communities when cannabis companies buy up facilities, leave town, 
employing nobody, and leaving buildings city empty that could have been used by other 
companies. 

Councilor I. Rivera stated that while there was a lot of positive that came with the cannabis 
industry, a lot of the impact was about prices for nearby properties being in ranges that 
were not equitable for local people to rent or purchase. He recalled that when the 
industry was first marketed as a benefit to the community, while some resources were 
spread around the entire city, people were led to believe it would help uplift the most 
impacted parts of the community but that was not being seen 5-6 years later. He also 
noted that while current issues with Eversource rates were not impacting Holyoke, he 
understood that statewide energy goals by 2030 would begin to impact rates even with 
communities that have municipally owned electricity.  

Sen Velis expressed his belief that for the most part, people wanted to be more environmentally 
cautious. He then stated that on the other hand, he believed there needed to be a 
realization that moving too quickly can cause a lot of pain for people and be mindful of 
the impact on ratepayers.  

Rep Duffy agreed that while it was important to focus on sustainability, that required ensuring 
that there was the infrastructure in place to do it as well as watching for the impact with 
prices.  

Councilor Sullivan made a motion that items 3 through 5 have been complied with. Councilor 
Anderson-Burgos seconded the motion. Motion adopted 5-0. 
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Councilor Anderson-Burgos made a motion that items 6 be given a leave to withdraw. Councilor 
Sullivan seconded the motion. Motion adopted 5-0. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:26 p.m. 

Documents for meeting can be found here.  

 

LAID ON THE TABLE 
(Items taken up at previous meeting(s) and laid on the table. Discussion may or may not 
take place) 

Item 7: 6-4-24 Bartley, Sullivan- The conservation commissioner be invited to attend a future 
DGR meeting to provide an update on the construction in and around Scott’s Tower. 
Please be prepared to address the issue of water run-off to the pond owned by the 
abutter at 5 and 15 Lindor Heights. Refer to DGR and Conservation Commission. 
*Tabled 6-6-24, 9-30-24, 10-28-24, 12-10-24, 2-10-25, 3-11-25 

Item 8: 3-1-22 I. RIVERA - Order that the council invite the DPW director of Chicopee to speak 
on their refuse pickup system that was developed several years ago and what the cost 
benefits are to their community. 
*Tabled 8-5-24 

Item 9: 9-5-23 JOURDAIN — City Council explore with the Mayor a residential redevelopment 
plan for city owned vacant parcels has homes built then sold.  City funds coupled with 
any available grant funding will be used for seed funding with the proceeds of the sales 
used to build more homes.  The long term play for the city is the generation of all of the 
property tax revenue from these home sales, the new availability of great new housing, 
the reduction in city owned buildable lots and the growth of population. 
*Tabled 2-27-24, 8-5-24 

Item 10: 12-5-23 MURPHY-ROMBOLETTI — An order to declare Parcel Holyoke Assessors 
Map 212, Block 00, Parcel 001, Easthampton Road, Holyoke, MA as surplus property 
and sell to the Massachusetts Department of Fish and Game with an address of 100 
Cambridge Street, Suite 620, Boston, MA 02114 for $270,000.00. 
*Tabled 12-18-23, 8-5-24 

Item 11: 4-16-24 BARTLEY - OPED please provide status on 245 High Street. Building sits 
across High St from City Hall and the windows are boarded with plywood. Minutes from 
DGR meeting are attached as a communication. Refer to OPED, Mayor and Law Dept. 
*Tabled 8-5-24 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1lx4ZIEmOCW8a8qE-lCExz05UUqDMToYp?usp=drive_link
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Item 12: 12-19-23 From Aaron Vega, Director of Office of Planning & Economic Development, 
communication regarding amendment to special tax assessment agreement with 
Jackson Canal, LLC. 
*Tabled 8-5-24 

Item 13: 11-21-23 From Office of Planning & Economic Development, Grant Completion Form 
for FY23 Urban Agenda Grant Program 
*Tabled 8-5-24 

Item 14: 12-6-22 BARTLEY, PUELLO - (copy) Ordered, The Mayor and community 
development dept fund the following project with either CDBG or ARPA funds: Replace 
the asphalt double-sidewalk located on the west side of S. Elm St. between Wolcott and 
Congress Streets and replace with a tree belt and install plantings. 
*Tabled 8-5-24 

Item 15: 5-3-22 MURPHY-ROMBOLETTI - Ordered, That the Committee on Development & 
Government Relations be provided a list of all special permits issued by the Council. 
Please include a 5 year look-back on how many permits have been issued, and a rough 
estimate of the total amount of staff time required to review and process these permits. 
Refer to the City Clerk, OPED, the Council's Administrative Assistant and Law 
Department. 
*Tabled 8-5-24 

ADMINISTRATIVELY LAID ON THE TABLE 
(Per City Council Rule 9P, “Any order not acted on within 45 business days shall be 
deemed tabled.” Items within this section are laid on the table by virtue of being in the 
committee more than 45 days. Discussion of these items is unlikely, but any item may be 
removed from the table upon motion of the committee.) 

Item 16: 6-4-24 I. RIVERA - Order that representatives of the Water Department come in to 
DGR and elaborate on processing fee attached to payment when using a credit/debit 
card when processing payment. Constituents have raised concerns on how much the 
are being charged on top of their water bill. 

Item 17: 6-4-24 DEVINE - ORDERED: that the City Council reconsider and then rescind their 
vote of May 21, 2024 on agenda item #25 filed buy Jourdain, Councilor Vacon, Councilor 
Devine, Councilor Sullivan, Councilor Bartley and Greaney re: pending HOUSE No. 
2747, an ACT granting a local option for a real estate transfer fee to fund affordable 
housing. 

Item 18: 6-4-24 I. RIVERA - Order that representatives of the Holyoke Public Schools and 
STCC (specifically Dean tech) come into DGR and elaborate on the "After Dark'' 
programming that will be soon launching at the Dean Tech school site.  

Item 19: 6-4-24 DEVINE - ORDERED that the Mayor consider appointing an Affordable Housing 
Commission using the guidelines in proposed HOUSE BILL 2747 (An Act granting a 
local option for a real estate transfer fee to fund affordable housing) 
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Item 20: 4-16-24 Communication from Councilor Bartley, 9-1-15 DGR meeting minutes excerpt 

Item 21: 1-22-24 BARTLEY - Ordered, The DGR chair invite into committee the Governor's 
representative for western Mass and Sen Markey's representative for western Mass. to a 
future meeting. 

Item 22: 11-21-23 BARTLEY, PUELLO - Ordered, The DGR committee meet with city officials 
responsible for managing our parking enforcement staff. The staff has been repeatedly 
threatened with physical violence and subject to beratement from the public and have 
privately paid for body cameras. Send a communication advising the council of policies 
and procedures to ensure employee safety in advance of the subcommittee meeting. 

Item 23: 10-17-23 PUELLO, MALDONADO VELEZ - (copy) Ordered, That the police 
department please provide a list, with events and dollar amounts that have received 
police details/paid overtime during the last 6 months. Private businesses popular with 
leadership, making profit should not have their OT details paid for by tax dollars when 
public community events have had to budget their own funds in the past. 

Item 24: 10-3-23 BARTLEY, MCGIVERIN, PUELLO, I. RIVERA - Ordered, The City Engineer 
and DPW develop and install safety measures for passenger cars, trucks and 
motorcycles in the vicinity of Holyoke's canals as the current protective measures have 
recently and regularly been breached resulting in loss of life, property damage, and 
costs to HG&E. Refer to DPW, City Engineer, HG&E Manager & Commissioners, and 
Emergency Management Director to strategize improvements and the Mayor to finance 
these projects. Refer to DGR for discussion. 

Item 25: 8-1-23 From Mayor Joshua A. Garcia, Executive order regarding blighted and vacant 
buildings.  

Item 26: 12-20-22 I. RIVERA - Order that the honorable city council invite representatives of 
Holyoke Community College, Westfield State University and the Five Colleges to discuss 
ways they could better support a path for Holyoke youth to gain equitable access within 
these schools. 

Item 27: 5-17-22 MCGEE, BARTLEY - Order that the mayor consider establishing a Holyoke 
Urban Forest and Tree Committee. 

Item 28: 4-5-22 MURPHY-ROMBOLETTI - Order that we invite our US Congressional and 
Senatorial Representatives to a DGR meeting. 

Item 29: 4-5-22 BARTLEY, PUELLO - Ordered, The Mayor develop a schedule of 
projects/programming to the CC's DGR committee to be funded via marijuana 
stabilization funds. If possible, please send said schedule on a quarterly or semi-annual 
basis in order to promote consistent and efficient project development. Copy to Mayor 
and City Auditor. 
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Item 30: 3-1-22 MURPHY-ROMBOLETTI - Ordered that the Development & Government 
Relations Committee invite the development team from Wayfinders to provide an update 
on the Library Commons project and other upcoming projects within the City. 

Item 32: 8-6-24 From Assistant City Solicitor Jane Mantolesky- Communication regarding Heavy 
Commercial Vehicle Operation on Homestead Avenue, Holyoke, Massachusetts 

Item 32: 8-6-24 BARTLEY - With the washout of the water/sewer line at S. Elm St. (behind 
Fitzpatrick Skating Rink), the impact on the neighborhood needs to be addressed by the 
City leaders in terms of the timeline for repairs, alternate means for walkers to navigate 
this area and overall appearance. This is a constituent request. Refer to DGR, Parks 
Dept. 

Item 33: 8-6-24 BARTLEY, OCASIO - ordered that OPED provide an update to city council 
regarding putting the following W-3 and W-2 properties on the market – they’ve each 
been sitting dormant for well over one year without any progress or updates: 
1. 432 Hillside Ave. 
2. 146 Brown Ave. and environs. 
3. Lots at St. Vicent St. and Ingleside Ave. 
Please send a communication for the first city council meeting in September 
2024.  Refer to DGR for follow-up. 

Item 34: 10-1-24 Bartley-The city of Holyoke work with OCR to allow the state access to city 
property to plant trees at the top of the 391 interchange. Receive and refer to DGR. 

Item 35: 11-19-24 From Atty Tyler Ingraham, letter requesting enforcement of ordinances at 224 
Westfield Rd 

Item 36: 12-3-24 From Don Sanders, Executive Artist Director MIFA, communication regarding 
the project 

Item 37: 12-17-24 - Ocasio- Order that the City change the use of the lot at the corner of Adam 
and South Summer from being a 24hr parking to a Residential Parking from 5pm to 7am. 
Morgan School Staff Parking from 7am- 5pm. 

Item 38: 1-21-25 From R Levesque Associates, agreement to waive 65 day time frame to open 
public hearing on special permit application for 37 Appleton Street - Proposed Motor 
Vehicle Repair Garage filed on November 19, 2024 

 

 




