State Tax Form 128 The Commonwealth of Massachusetts Assessors’ Use only
Revised 7/2009 HOLYOKE Date Received
Name of City or Town Application No.

APPLICATION FOR ABATEMENT OF [ ] REAL PROPERTY TAX

] PERSONAL PROPERTY TAX
FISCAL YEAR
General Laws Chapter 59, § 59

THIS APPLICATION IS NOT OPEN TO PUBLIC INSPECTION (See General Laws Chapter 59, § 60)

|_ _| Return to: ASSESSMENT DEPARTMENT

536 DWIGHT STREET
HOLYOKE MA 01040

L |

INSTRUCTIONS: Complete BOTH sides of application. Please print or type.
A. TAXPAYER INFORMATION.

Name(s) of assessed owner:

Name(s) and status of applicant (if other than assessed owner)

[ ] Subsequentowner (aquired title after January 1) on

[ ] Administrator/executor. [[] Mortgagee.

I:l Lessee. |:| Other. Specify.

Mailing address Telephone No. ( )
No.  Street City /Town Zip Code

Amounts and dates of tax payments

B. PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION. Complete using information as it appears on tax bill.

Tax bill no. Assessed valuation $
Location
No. Street
Description
Real: Parcel identification no. (map-block-lot) Land area Class
Personal: Property type(s)

C. REASON(S) ABATEMENT SOUGHT. Check reason(s) an abatement is warranted and briefly explain why it applies.
Continue explanation on attachment if necessary.

[] Overvaluation [] Incorrectusage classification
[] Disproportionate assessment [[] Other. Specify.

Applicant’s opinion of: Value $ Class

Explanation

FILING THIS FORM DOES NOT STAY THE COLLECTION OF YOUR TAXES. TO AVOID LOSS OF APPEAL RIGHTS OR
ADDITION OF INTEREST AND OTHER COLLECTION CHARGES, THE TAX SHOULD BE PAID AS ASSESSED.

THIS FORM APPROVED BY THE COMMISSIONER OF REVENUE






THE ABATEMENT PROCESS

You have the right to file an abatement application if you believe your property is overassessed, not assessed
fairly in comparison to other comparable properties, or that it is not classified correctly by the Assessor. The
filing of an appeal does not stay the collection of the tax. You should pay your taxes pending the appeal.

THE APPEAL TIME PERIOD IS ONLY 30 DAYS:

An application for abatement must be filed on an approved abatement application form (State Tax Form 128)
and must be received by the Assessing Department no later than thirty days after the date on which the
actual tax bill was issued. The application may be filed by United States mail having first class postage to
the proper address postmarked by the filing deadline or delivered in person to the Assessor's Office.

YOU ARE APPEALING YOUR ASSESSMENT NOT YOUR TAXES:

The assessed value stated on your tax bill reflects the property’s market value as of the assessment date, which
for fiscal year 2012 is January 1, 2011 (not the day vou received the tax bill). The ownership, use and
physical characteristics of each property, with some exceptions, are the characteristics as of this date for
determining assessments for the current fiscal year.

When filing the abatement application, be sure the application is filled out completely. Once the
application is time-stamped by the Assessor’s Office, it cannot be amended, changed or withdrawn.

Section #1 identifies who is filing for the abatement petition. Please be sure to include your phone number as it
may be necessary to inspect the property’s interior. Section #2 identifies the property that is under appeal and
section #3 is where you present your argument stating the reason you believe your property is over assessed.
Please attach any evidence, documentation, photos, etc. that supports your argument. Stating that your property
taxes are too high is not a relevant argument for your appeal. Y ou must enter your opinion of value in dollars.

If vou think your property is overvalued and/or unfairly assessed, it is helpful if you can list three (3)
comparable properties, other than your own, which have either a recorded sales price lower than vour
assessment or an assessed value lower than yours. These comparable properties should have similar
characteristics to your property, i.e. location, design, living area, lot size, age, condition, etc. Sale prices should
be arm’s length true market sales (i.e. not bank or distress sales; not sales between relatives; not sales having
unusual or extraordinary circumstances that affect market value, etc.) Comparable sales should be within the
2010 calendar year. If your property was appraised within the relevant time frame, please send a copy of the
appraisal. Include any other information that you feel has an impact on the value of your property.

DISPOSITION OF YOUR APPEAL:

The Assessor has three (3) months from the date the application is time-stamped received to take action.
You will receive written notification of the disposition of your application whether it is granted, denied, or
deemed denied. If the Assessor does not take action within this time frame, your application is “deemed
denied.” If you have any questions, please call (508)799-1098.

If vou are dissatisfied with the decision, you have the right to file an appeal with the Appellate Tax Board; 100
Cambridge Street, Suite 200; Boston, MA 02114. Their phone number 1s (617) 727-3100. This right of appeal
lasts for three months from the date of the Assessor’s decision.






