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BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS

JULY 13, 2020

The regular meeting of the Board of Public Works was called to order at 5:10 p.m. by Chairman Moore on Monday, July 13, 2020 via zoom.

Present were:	David Moore, Chairman
		Jose Garcia, Commissioner
		Michael McManus, General Superintendent
		Robert Peirent, City Engineer
		Debra Reardon, Office Manager
		Amie Chrzanowski
                      								                                           
Minutes of the previous meeting (06.15.20) were approved as submitted.

BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS – OLD BUSINESS

(1)  TIP Projects Update –Moving forward with High/Maple Project/City Center Connector has 75% approval/Dwight Street paving is down/Will be working on Front Street soon/Will be working on curbing and sidewalks/Heritage Street will be one-way when the bike lane goes in
(2)  Chapter 90 Update – We have wrapped up last years work with painting lines/We will be getting another $1,000,000 this year/Sidewalk improvements are next to be done
(3)  Parks Project Update – EN White School is done/Pouliot Pool is done other than fencing-instead of gas heat for the showers we will have electric heat 
(4)  DPW Budget Update – Finished wrapping up last fiscal year-not giving back much money- all comes from personnel and the guys out for one reason or another
(5)  Refuse/Recycling Update – We are under contract with Sunoco – appears to be working out ok – saving approximately 60%
     
BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS – NEW BUSINESS

(1)  Personnel – We had several suspensions for Leave Abuse ranging from one day to five days.  We had a one day suspension for chronic tardiness. Also a one day suspension for insubordination.  We terminated an employee while in his probationary period for leave abuse.  We had two park maintenance man resignations from parks department, two heavy motor equipment operators resignations from refuse and one recycle resignation from refuse.  We have posted these positions in-house and no takers.  We are now waiting for a list of applicants from outside.

 SEWERCOMMISSION- OLD BUSINESS

(1)  Collection of Past Due Sewer Charges –  Collections are basically just the mail..  
Needed approval and signatures on June 2020 auditor report.
Motion to approve and sign made by Chairman Moore, seconded by Commissioner Garcia.  2-0
(2)  Sewer Shut Off Program Update – Nothing right now with virus – Holyoke Water Works has agreed to credit us for the months we did not do any shut offs towards next bill.
(3)  Jackson Street Sewer Separation Project – Approved and should be able to move forward
(4)  CSO Long Term Control Plan – EPA wants us to move quicker 

     
SEWER COMMISSION – NEW BUSINESS

(1)  Suez Contract – Nothing to report at this time

Three sewer use charge abatements that were sent out to Commissioners after last meeting.  Discussed.  

Motion to deny for 97 Lincoln Street made by Chairman Moore, seconded by Commissioner Garcia.  2-0

Motion to have Office Manager check with Holyoke Water Works on 201-203 Oak Street to see if there was a meter issue or not and will discuss at next meeting made by Chairman Moore, seconded by Commissioner Garcia.  2-0

Motion to have Office Manager make a payment plan with a ending timeline in sight for 38-40 Brown Avenue made by Chairman Moore, seconded by Commissioner Garcia.  2-0

STORMWATER AUTHORITY – OLD BUSINESS

None

STORMWATER AUTHORITY – NEW BUSINESS

(1) Holyoke Landing – Lower Westfield Road – Hearing opened at 5:34 p.m.   This project is for re-development of the parking lot adjacent to Pier 1.  Casey from Solli Engineering attended to speak to Commissioners.  He displayed plans and went over layout in detail.  He answered any questions that arose.  City Engineer Pierent informed the Commissioners if they chose to approve tonight he would like to see in the motion to approve the following:

Motion to approve with usual bond, updated plans before construction, operation and maintenance plan, that the applicant maintain storm systm and come to the Board with any adjustments that need to be done made by Chairman Moore, seconded by Commissioner Garcia.  2-0

Hearing closed 5:52 p.m.

Motion to adjourn at 6:05 p.m.

Respectfully submitted.
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