
REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

December 20, 2022 

The meeting was called to order by President McGee at 7:03 PM 

The Clerk called the roll.   Absent members: 0 Present Members in person 11 (Bartley, Jourdain, 
Maldonado Velez, McGee, McGiverin, Murphy-Romboletti, Puello, Rivera_I, Rivera_J, Tallman, Vacon). 
Members present on Zoom 2 (Anderson-Burgos, Givner) 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

Motion was made and seconded to take a roll call vote that for the purposes of this meeting would be 
applicable to all motion to receive, refer items to committee, remove items from the table, place items on 
the table, package items, or suspend the rules, unless there is an objection. Motion passed.  

The name of Councilor Murphy-Romboletti was pulled to head the roll call voting. 

LAID ON THE TABLE 

Motion was made and seconded to remove item 1 from the table.  

Ordered, that in accordance with M.G.L. Chapter 44 Sec. 53A, the City Council hereby accepts the 

“HOLYOKE SCHOOL DEPARTMENT, $1,066,548, ANONYMOUS DONATION” and authorizes the 

establishment of a Fund or other method appropriate for the accounting of the receipts and expenditures 

of all resources associated with the administration of said donation. 

--->  Received and referred to the Finance Committee.  

UNDER DISCUSSION: 

Councilor McGiverin stated that the Council was told it did not need to approve this but was tabled in 

order to seek a legal opinion. He then stated that the City Council would normally need to approve it and 

asked if an opinion was ready. 

Motion was made and seconded to suspend the necessary rules to allow Atty Bissonnette to address the 

Council.  

Atty Bissonnette stated that item 9 was the requested opinion.  

Motion was made and seconded to suspend the necessary rules to take up with item 9 out of order. 

From Kathleen E. Degnan, Assistant City Solicitor, letter of Acceptance of anonymous Donation to the 

School Department. 

Jeffery
Text Box
5



President McGee read from the opinion, which stated that the School Committee was authorized to 

accept and disburse grants and gifts for educational purposes, in accordance with the provisions of 

M.G.L. c. 71, §37A.  

Councilor McGiverin noted that the School Committee was in receivership and did not have all of their 

powers. He then asked if the School Committee was enabled to make this decision. 

Atty Bissonnette stated that it was addressed under the receivership statute in that the Receiver took on 

the power and authority of the School Committee. He then stated that the Receiver was authorized to 

accept gifts donated. He then stated that the power would revert back to the School Committee after 

receivership ended.  

Councilor McGiverin recalled that when the Commissioner of Education spoke in Holyoke, he said that 

they would turn the Holyoke Public Schools around without any additional monies. He then questioned 

that the Receiver could accept additional monies without the City Council or the mayor knowing about it.  

Councilor Jourdain suggested sending it to committee, noting that he had additional questions.  

--->  Received and referred to the Finance Committee.. 

Motion was made and seconded to suspend the necessary rules to remove items 2 and 3 from the table 

and take up with item 49 as a package.  

That the City appropriate the amount of Two Hundred Seventy-Five Thousand Dollars ($275,000) for the 

purpose of paying costs of the Schematic Design Study at the H.B. Lawrence School for a potential 

window and door replacement project, at the Lt. Elmer J. McMahon Elementary School for a potential 

window and door replacement project, at the Maurice A. Donahue Elementary School for a potential 

partial window and door replacement project and at the William J. Dean Vocational Technical High School 

for a potential boiler replacement project, (The invitation for the partial window and door replacement 

project at the Maurice A. Donahue Elementary School is limited to the window section from the original 

1973 building.) including the payment of all costs incidental or related thereto, and for which the City may 

be eligible for a grant from the Massachusetts School Building Authority (“MSBA”), said amount to be 

expended under the direction of School Committee. To meet this appropriation the Treasurer, with the 

approval of the Mayor is authorized to borrow said amount under and pursuant to M.G.L. Chapter 44, or 

pursuant to any other enabling authority. The City acknowledges that the MSBA’s grant program is a non-

entitlement, discretionary program based on need, as determined by the MSBA, and any costs the City 

incurs in excess of any grant approved by and received from the MSBA shall be the sole responsibility of 

the City, and that the amount of borrowing authorized pursuant to this vote shall be reduced by any grant 

amount set forth in the Feasibility Study Agreement that may be executed between the City and the 

MSBA. 

FURTHER ORDERED: That the Mayor is authorized to contract for and expend any state aid available for 

the project; and that the Mayor is authorized to take any other action necessary or convenient to carry out 

this project. 

FURTHER ORDERED: That the Treasurer is authorized to file an application to qualify under Chapter 

44A of the General Laws any and all of the bonds or notes authorized to be issued pursuant to this Order, 

and to provide such information and execute such documents as may be required for such purposes. 

Further Ordered: That there shall be no change in the purpose of this bond authorization without prior 

vote of approval by the Holyoke City Council 

--->  Received and returned to the Auditor. 



The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order Design Feasibility Appropriation to comply 

with Mass. School Building Authority (MSBA) invitation into the Accelerated Repair Program (ARP) to 

specify and establish scope of work required to replace windows and exterior doors at McMahon, 

Donahue and Lawrence Schools and boilers at Dean. Budgeted Design Feasibility total appropriation of 

$275,000 @ 80% reimbursement. Net cost to City approx. $55,000.”  

have considered the same and recommended that the order be adopted. 

Committee Members: 

     

Joseph McGiverin 

Kevin A Jourdain 

Will Puello 

Juan Anderson-Burgos 

Peter Tallman 

--->  Report of Committee passed two readings and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays--

Yeas  13--Nays  0--Absent  0. 

Approved by the Mayor. 

MCGIVERIN — that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 2023, TWO 

HUNDRED SEVENTY FIVE THOUSAND AND 00/100 Dollars ($275,000) as follows: 

FROM: 

8811-10400 CAPITAL STABILIZATION 

TOTAL: $275,000 

TO: Holyoke Public Schools MSBA 2022 Accelerated Repair Program Project Funding Agreement: H.B. 

Lawrence School for a potential window and door replacement project, at the Lt. Elmer J. McMahon 

Elementary School for a potential window and door replacement project, at the Maurice A. Donahue 

Elementary School for a potential partial window and door replacement project and at the William J. Dean 

Vocational Technical High School for a potential boiler replacement project, (The invitation for the partial 

window and door replacement project at the Maurice A. Donahue Elementary School is limited to the 

window section from the original 1973 building.) 

TOTAL: $275,000 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 

Councilor McGiverin stated that when the Finance Committee discussed the ARP, they were informed 

there would be 80% reimbursed. He then stated that the schools included in the program would benefit 

from new windows, doors, and other items. He added that they did not think it was appropriate to bond. 

He also stated that the MSBA would require the city to have the funding in place and they would 

reimburse. He further stated that the mayor was presenting an alternate method of funding, taking 

$275,000 out of the Capital Stabilization account. He emphasized that 80% would be reimbursed and that 

the mayor would take steps to assure it was returned to that account. He noted the MSBA deadline for 

the City Council to approve the funding would be coming up in January. He then stated that item 3 was 

the resolution and acceptance, expressing the Council interest to participate in the ARP. He then 

suggested that the bond request be returned to the Auditor and that items 3 and 49 be adopted. 

Councilor Jourdain expressed agreement with that course of actions. He then stated that the city’s 

$55,000 share of the cost was the perfect opportunity for the schools to fund the city’s share. He noted 

that the anonymous donation of over $1 million could be used to pay this. He also emphasized that this 



was just for the estimate before the cost was the work was to be considered. He added that the schools 

were expecting to receive an additional $6 million from the state. He also suggested that the schools 

consider how they can help pay for the cost of the work.  

--->  Passed two readings and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays--Yeas  13--Nays  0--

Absent  0. 

Approved by the Mayor. 

Motion was made and seconded to remove item 4 from the table. 

Councilor Vacon stated that they were waiting for the Law Department on item 4. 

The Committee on Ordinance to whom was referred an order that following the adoption of a resolution in 

support of the district, that the Ordinance Committee work with the mayor and the appropriate city and 

state departments to adopt an ordinance creating a Puerto Rican Cultural District within the City of 

Holyoke. Recommended that the order be adopted. 

--->  Laid on the table. 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

President McGee stated that no members of the public signed up or raised their hand.  

COMMUNICATIONS  

(13:30) 

Motion was made and seconded to suspend the necessary rules to take up items 5 and 6 as a package. 

From Mayor Joshua A. Garcia, letter reappointing Mr. Anthony Diaz, 13 Cabot St. to serve as a Board 

Member for the Valley Opportunity Council for the City of Holyoke: Ms. Diaz will serve a three year term; 

said term will expire on December 31, 2025. 

--->  Received and appointment confirmed.  

From Mayor Joshua A. Garcia, letter reappointing Ms. Cheryl Figueroa, 223 Pine St. to serve as a Board 

Member for the Valley Opportunity Council for the City of Holyoke: Ms. Figueroa will serve a three year 

term; said term will expire on December 31, 2025. 

--->  Received and appointment confirmed. 

From Mayor Joshua A. Garcia, letter appointing Ms. Callie Niezgoda Flanagan, 38 Jefferson St. to serve 

as a member of the Holyoke Economic and Industrial Corporation (HEDIC): This seat on the Board of 

Directors represents the Finance Sector. This is a three year term; said term will expire on June 30, 2025. 

--->  Received and referred to the Public Service Committee. 

From Mayor Joshua A. Garcia, letter reappointing the following individuals to serve as Commissioners of 

the Council on Aging for the City of Holyoke: 

Susan Aiken, 359 Linden St. 

Sean Gonsalves, Holyoke Board of Health 



Julita Rojas, 337 Sargeant St. 

Kyong Cruz, 107 Martin St. 

Nicole Perrier, 1706 Northampton St. 

Priscilla Garcia, 89 Brooks St. 

Dian McCollum, 20 Easthampton Rd. 

Cappie Glica, 19 Concord Ave. 

Barbara J. Grady, 44 Edward Dr. 

Len Brouillette, 179 Morgan St. 

Mr. Wayne Klinge, 22 Dale St. 

They will serve a one year term; said term will expire August 2023. 

--->  Received and appointments confirmed. 

From Brenna Murphy McGee, MMC & Jeffery Anderson-Burgos, Admin. Ass’t. to City Council minutes of 

regular meeting on December 6 and Special Meeting on December 12, 2022. 

--->  Received and Adopted. 

From Rory Casey, City Treasurer, Moody’s Credit rating for Holyoke. 

--->  Received and referred to the Finance Committee. 

City of Holyoke License Agreement Cataldo Ambulance at 490 South St, 600 High St. and 33 Whiting 

Farms Rd. 

Councilor Jourdain suggested referring the item to Finance. 

Councilor Bartley suggested referring the item to DGR. 

Councilor Jourdain asked why DGR. 

Councilor Bartley stated that was where licenses always go. 

--->  Received and referred to the Development and Governmental Relations Committee. 

 Motion was made and seconded to suspend the necessary rules to take up items 13 and 14 as a 

package. 

From Holyoke Planning Board HUD Accessory Dwelling Unit Case Study. 

--->  Received and referred to the Ordinance Committee. 

From Michael Moriarty, UMASS Donahue Institute Greater Springfield Housing Analysis. 

--->  Received and referred to the Ordinance Committee. 

From PERAC letter re: Appropriations for Fiscal Year 2024. 

--->  Received and referred to the Finance Committee. 

From Holyoke Redevelopment Authority Summary of Activities from November 1, 2021 to October 31, 

2022. 



Councilor Bartley stated that he had not seen one of these before, noting that he was very impressed by 

it. He then suggested that there be a brief discussion in committee. 

--->  Received and referred to the Development and Governmental Relations Committee. 

PETITIONS 

(17:40) 

Petition from Residents of Holyoke in support of a Tenant Bill of Rights. 

Councilor Vacon asked if their petition was certified. 

Councilor Jourdain asked if they were looking for the City Council to adopt something. 

Councilor Rivera_I stated that they wanted the City Council to have a conversation about adopting a 

Tenant’s Bill of Rights. 

Councilor Jourdain asked for suggestion of where it should go. 

Councilor Rivera_I suggested that it could go to Ordinance if it needed to go there to set it in stone, but 

the discussion could take place in Public Safety first and then referred to Ordinance.  

--->  Received and referred to the Public Safety Committee. Copy to Ordinance. 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT  

(19:00) 

President McGee stated that the Admin Asst had done some research on open meeting law. He then 

stated that with regard to late files, they would be posted online with a notation of date and time but would 

still be handled as they already had been.  

Councilor Jourdain stated that it was a great idea, adding a suggested that the Admin Asst email 

councilors when something comes in.  

President McGee stated that they would still be received normally but would be posted.  

Councilor Jourdain clarified that his request was to receive notification and copies of late files as they 

come in, in advance of a meeting.  

President McGee suggested that they already receive those. He then received clarification from the 

Admin Asst that only communications are emailed to councilors, not orders from councilors. 

Councilor Bartley emphasized that the City Clerk had recently clarified what the rules were for late files. 

He also emphasized that the deadline for the agenda was Friday by noon. He also noted that he initiated 



a rule change to at least ensure there was documentation and inclusion in meeting minutes of late files. 

He added that he liked the idea, further asking to clarify that this was just an additional layer of open 

government.  

President McGee confirmed that was accurate. He then stated that the mayor’s office reported that two 

carloads of food had been delivered to the pantry from the food drive. 

He also stated that the coat drive produced a full bucket so far. He encouraged people to continue 

donating. 

He then stated that Councilor McGiverin had been managing the Flower Fund. He then asked councilors 

who were members to assure that it was being taken out of their checks. He noted that they would soon 

be receiving requests for ads in the St. Patrick’s Parade programs.  

Councilor McGiverin stated that there would be no freebies this year. He noted that some people do opt 

out, but that some who had no opted out had not had contributions going in recently.  

Councilor Vacon suggested that it should have been coming out automatically.  

President McGee stated that it was supposed. 

Councilor McGiverin stated that councilors have to sign off on a W4 when they first start. 

Councilor Bartley stated that councilors should tell HR that they want it deducted from their pay. He then 

stated that Taino Restaurant would be hosting senior lunches through the winter from 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. for 

$3. He then stated that he attended the Police Department awards ceremony and emphasized that 

everyone on the Council support the police. He then emphasized that the stories they heard were 

incredible, including acts of heroism, and wonderful things they were doing for citizens of the city.  

Councilor Murphy-Romboletti asked, for the benefit of new councilors, if they get informed and asked to 

weigh in on what the Flower Fund was being used to support.  

President McGee clarified that it was a $20 contribution per pay period, adding that it would go to things 

such as supporting program ads, requests for local team activities, or sending flowers for services related 

to councilors’ families, as examples.  

Councilor Murphy-Romboletti stated that she wanted to assure people understand what they were talking 

about.  

President McGee stated that after each two year term, they hold a holiday party for councilors.  

Councilor McGiverin noted that the current HR administrator, Kelly Curran, and the Treasurer, Rory 

Casey, were not in their roles at the time new councilors had started.  

Councilor Anderson-Burgos stated that 7th annual Community Dinner had taken place at Kelly School. 

He noted that Councilors Giver, Rivera_I, Rivera_J, Maldonado Velez, as well as Rep Duffy has attended. 

He stated that they handed out food and helped watched the children. He then emphasized that the event 



had initially been organized by the late Justin Chavez, Councilor Israel Rivera, and Priscilla Rivera. He 

encouraged those who had never attended to participate as a time to connect with constituents.  

President McGee expressed thanks to all councilors for their work in the committees during the year and 

wished everyone Happy Holidays and Merry Christmas.  

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES  

(28:40) 

Motion was made and seconded to suspend the necessary rules to take up items 18A and 18B as a 

package. 

The Committee on Ordinance to whom was referred an order Special Permit Application for Blossom 

Flower LLC LLC at 1 Cabot St (048-01-010) to operate a marijuana delivery business  

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted with the following conditions: 

1. That the owner of the building always pay the commercial property tax rate to the extent allowed by 

federal, state, and local laws for the duration of the Special Permit. 

2. That the business retains a minimum 30% Holyoke residents for non-security jobs. 

3. That the hiring preference be given to security personnel that are retired Holyoke police or are a retired 

member of another police department that now lives in the city of Holyoke. 

4. There shall be no marijuana consumption allowed on site. 

5. That the hours of operation be set according to City ordinances. 

6. That the applicant must abide by Massachusetts General Laws and guidances from the Cannabis 

Control Commission. 

7. That the petitioner/applicant shall conform with city and state health laws, rules, and regulations, 

including odor nuisance controls, for the duration of the permit. 

8. That if substantial progress has not occurred within 2 years of issuance of the Special Permit, an 

extension shall be required. 

Committee Members: 

Linda L. Vacon 

Jose Maldonado-Velez 

Kocayne Givner 

Kevin A Jourdain 

Israel Rivera_I 

--->  Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and 

nays--Yeas  12--Nays  0--Absent  0--Abstain  1 (Murphy-Romboletti). 

The Committee on Ordinance to whom was referred an order Special Permit Application for Blossom 

Flower LLC at 1 Cabot St (048-01-010) to operate a marijuana manufacturing establishment  

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted with the following conditions: 

1. That the owner of the building always pay the commercial property tax rate to the extent allowed by 



federal, state, and local laws for the duration of the Special Permit. 

2. That the business retains a minimum 30% Holyoke residents for non-security jobs. 

3. That the hiring preference be given to security personnel that are retired Holyoke police or are a retired 

member of another police department that now lives in the city of Holyoke. 

4. There shall be no marijuana consumption allowed on site. 

5. That the hours of operation be set according to City ordinances. 

6. That the applicant must abide by Massachusetts General Laws and guidances from the Cannabis 

Control Commission. 

7. That the petitioner/applicant shall conform with city and state health laws, rules, and regulations, 

including odor nuisance controls, for the duration of the permit. 

8. That if substantial progress has not occurred within 2 years of issuance of the Special Permit, an 

extension shall be required. 

Committee Members: 

Linda L. Vacon 

Jose Maldonado-Velez 

Kocayne Givner 

Kevin A Jourdain 

Israel Rivera_I 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 

Councilor Vacon stated that one of the applications was for delivery and the other was for marijuana 

manufacturing. She then stated that the application was interest in that the business owner was a 

Holyoke resident from Ward 5 that would be a 100% owner of the business. She also noted that the 

applicant had made good use of a consultant, adding that this was getting the industry into the arena of 

small businesses in an area that had largely been dominated by larger companies. She noted that the 

building would be housing 2-3 businesses and was centrally located for buses and walkability for 

employees. 

Councilor Rivera_I expressed his support for the applications, emphasizing that it would be 100% owned 

by a Holyoke resident. He added that it was impressive for someone from Holyoke to reach this level of 

ownership in an industry filled with millionaires. He also emphasized that she grew up in Ward 1, 

purchased a house, and had worked hard to get where she had. He added that he had watched her work 

through all of the processes and requirements to become a social equity applicant.  

Councilor Tallman expressed his support, recalling that she had first come forward a year earlier and had 

been very determined though the whole process. He added that it was a benefit to the community to have 

someone local putting in their time and effort into the business. 

Councilor Rivera_J expressed her support for Damaris Aponte, emphasizing that she had worked hard for 

it. She added that Ms. Aponte was always volunteering in the community and making herself available 

when people needed help. 

--->  Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and 

nays--Yeas  12--Nays  0--Absent  0--Abstain  1 (Murphy-Romboletti). 

The Committee on Ordinance to whom was referred an order That a handicap sign be placed in front of 

72 Hampshire St. for Lorraine I. Hernandez Campos, placard # PL1550887  



have considered the same and Recommended that the order be Adopted. 

        Committee Members: 

Linda L. Vacon 

Jose Maldonado-Velez 

Kocayne Givner 

Kevin A Jourdain 

Israel Rivera_I 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 

Councilor Vacon stated that the Disabilities Commission had recommended approval.  

--->  Report of Committee received and the Ordinance passed its first reading. 

       The Ordinance passed its second reading. 

       The Ordinance was passed to be enrolled. 

       The Committee has considered the same and find that it is truly and properly enrolled. 

       Report of Enrollment received. 

       The Ordinance was passed to be Ordained and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays-- 

Yeas  13--Nays  0--Absent  0. 

Approved by the Mayor. 

The Committee on Ordinance to whom was referred an order that Section 2-35 of the Code of 

Ordinances, entitled “Classification and Compensation Plans” be amended to update the compensation 

amount for the Emergency Management Director position so that it is consistent with the negotiated 

annual salary for the revised duties and responsibilities. 

Changes: 

1. Substitute “Emergency Management Stipend” with “Emergency Management Director Salary” 

2. Substitute “$2,000” with “$5,000 annual” 

Current amount of $2,000 reflects the stipend paid when the duties were performed by the Fire Chief.  

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be Adopted as amended to only substitute 

“$2,000” with “$5,000 annual.” 

        Committee Members: 

Linda L. Vacon 

Jose Maldonado-Velez 

Kocayne Givner 

Kevin A Jourdain 

Israel Rivera_I 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 

Councilor Anderson-Burgos stated that he had a question for the Law Department. 

Motion was made and seconded to suspend the necessary rules to allow the Law Department to address 

the Council. 



Councilor Anderson-Burgos stated that he was a member of the Emergency Management Committee as 

a volunteer member. He asked if there was any issue with him voting for items such as this.  

Atty Bissonnette stated that there was no conflict since it did not impact him personally but was a benefit 

to the community.  

Councilor Vacon stated that the matter followed a review and update to the job description for the 

position. She added that they had been advised that the funding for the increase was already included in 

the budget.  

--->  Report of Committee received and the Ordinance passed its first reading. 

       The Ordinance passed its second reading. 

       The Ordinance was passed to be enrolled. 

       The Committee has considered the same and find that it is truly and properly enrolled. 

       Report of Enrollment received. 

       The Ordinance was passed to be Ordained and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays-- 

Yeas  13--Nays  0--Absent  0. 

Approved by the Mayor. 

The Committee on Ordinance to whom was referred an order in an effort to streamline service to 

residents: create language that eliminates ordinance to review, and for city council to vote on, installation 

and removal of handicapped signs for residents with required residential and handicapped parking 

qualifications  

have considered the same and Recommended that the order has been complied with 

Committee Members: 

Linda L. Vacon 

Jose Maldonado-Velez 

Kocayne Givner 

Kevin A Jourdain 

Israel Rivera_I 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 

Councilor Vacon stated that the matter was reviewed under another order by the Public Safety 

Committee, which clarified that the process needed to remain as it was due to the legal listing of handicap 

spaces.  

--->  Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted. 

(40:55) 

The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order That Holyoke City Council grant Holyoke 

public schools the 5yr contract for bus services.  

have considered the same and Recommended that the request to seek an RFP for a 5 year contract be 

adopted. 



Committee Members: 

     

Joseph McGiverin 

Kevin A Jourdain 

Will Puello 

Juan Anderson-Burgos 

Peter Tallman 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 

Councilor McGiverin stated that according to Mass General Laws, any contracts over 3 years needed to 

have the permission of the legislative body and mayor of a municipality. He noted that they had seen 

significant savings in the School Department when an extension to the contract was allowed earlier that 

year. He then stated that in order to attract more companies for an RFP, the School Department was 

asking for permission to put out an RFP for a 5 year contract to seek savings.  

Councilor Jourdain expressed his support but asked if the final contract would come back to City Council 

for approval. 

Councilor McGiverin confirmed that was correct. 

Councilor Jourdain asked if the current vendor, Durham, was one of the applicants. 

Motion was made and seconded to suspend the necessary rules to allow Mickey Buhl, HPS CFO, to 

address the Council.  

M. Buhl stated that they had not yet gone out to bid but anticipated they would be likely to bid.  

Councilor Jourdain asked when the contract would be effective. 

M. Buhl stated that it would start at the beginning of the next school year.  

Councilor Jourdain asked if he was aware that a national group was suing Durham relative to an idling 

law. He then stated that the group had followed Durham in Holyoke and had specifically cited Holyoke as 

the biggest example of them not complying with the state’s environmental idling law. He added that they 

had reported they were idling buses at Holyoke schools for up to an hour when it was supposed to be 5 

minutes.  

M. Buhl stated that they were.  

Councilor Jourdain suggested that they address it as part of the process.  

Mickey stated that they were addressing it with them as part of them being the current vendor. He then 

stated that they had talked about building that into the bid specs.  



Councilor Jourdain stated that in addition a cause of action against Durham, he had concerns that the 

group could accuse Holyoke of turning a blind eye and sue Holyoke as well. He asked that the Council be 

debriefed on the issue.  

Councilor Tallman stated that he had just learned about it today, noting that Worcester had also been 

cited in the report. He also emphasized that Holyoke had one of the highest asthma rates in the states.  

Councilor McGiverin expressed curiosity if the bulk of the observation might have been at the alternative 

school on Northampton Street which was not part of the public schools, with buses showing up early and 

parking on the street illegally for over an hour.  

--->  Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and 

nays--Yeas  13--Nays  0--Absent  0. 

The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that in accordance with M.G.L. Chapter 44 

Sec. 53A, the City Council hereby accepts the provisions of the “FY2023 MUNICIPAL ROAD SAFETY 

PROGRAM, $35,000, NO MATCH” grant and authorizes the establishment of a Fund or other method 

appropriate for the accounting of the receipts and expenditures of all resources associated with the 

administration of said grant.  

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be returned to the Auditor. 

Committee Members: 

     

Joseph McGiverin 

Kevin A Jourdain 

Will Puello 

Juan Anderson-Burgos 

Peter Tallman 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 

Councilor McGiverin stated that the order was identified as a duplicate. 

--->  Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted. 

The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that in accordance with M.G.L. Chapter 44 

Sec. 53A, the City Council hereby accepts the provisions of the “LAND & CONSERVATION FUND, 

GATEWAY CITIES PARK PROGRAM, 390,000, NO MATCH” grant and authorizes the establishment of a 

Fund or other method appropriate for the accounting of the receipts and expenditures of all resources 

associated with the administration of said grant.  

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted. 

Committee Members: 

     

Joseph McGiverin 

Kevin A Jourdain 

Will Puello 

Juan Anderson-Burgos 

Peter Tallman 



UNDER DISCUSSION: 

Councilor McGiverin stated that the grant was part of a wonderful process of funding improvements at 

Anniversary Hill Park. He noted that Conservation Director, Yoni Glogower, discussed the vision of what 

the park would become in the future. He then stated that the grant would add to $1.5 million in funding 

that had already been acquired for the project.  

--->  Report of Committee passed two readings and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays-- 
Yeas  13--Nays  0--Absent  0. 

Approved by the Mayor. 

The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that in accordance with M.G.L. Chapter 44 

Sec. 53A, the City Council hereby accepts the provisions of the “WISTARIAHURST FOUNDATION INC., 

$75,000, EXTERIOR PAINTING” donation and authorizes the establishment of a Fund or other method 

appropriate for the accounting of the receipts and expenditures of all resources associated with the 

administration of said donation.  

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted. 

Committee Members: 

     

Joseph McGiverin 

Kevin A Jourdain 

Will Puello 

Juan Anderson-Burgos 

Peter Tallman 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 

Councilor McGiverin stated that when gifts are given to the city, the City Council and the mayor must 

accept them. He then stated that the gift would be used for exterior painting of the Wistariahurst building 

to fulfill completion of the project. He commended the Friends of Wistariahurst for their efforts to advocate 

for this project as well as the many activities that take place there.  

--->  Report of Committee passed two readings and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays-- 
Yeas  12--Nays  0--Absent  0--Abstain  1 (Givner). 

Approved by the Mayor. 

The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that the amount of TWO THOUSAND TWO 

HUNDRED SEVENTY FIVE AND 75/100 Dollars ($2,275.75) be authorized from the CITY CLERK 

Department’s ORDINANCE CODIFICATION (11612-53020) appropriation in fiscal year 2023 for services 

rendered in fiscal year 2022 which were unencumbered at the 2022 fiscal year end.  

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted. 

Committee Members: 

     

Joseph McGiverin 

Kevin A Jourdain 

Will Puello 

Juan Anderson-Burgos 

Peter Tallman 



UNDER DISCUSSION: 

Councilor McGiverin stated that this was an end of fiscal year invoice from CivicPlus for codification 

process through the City Clerk’s office.  

--->  Report of Committee passed two readings and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays-- 
Yeas  13--Nays  0--Absent  0. 

Approved by the Mayor. 

The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that the honorable city council accept a 

donation of computers from the Pioneer Valley Planning Commission. The donation is a gift to the city’s 

veteran services department, with the intention to assist veterans with computer literacy, resume writing, 

among many other potential opportunities.  

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted. 

Committee Members: 

     

Joseph McGiverin 

Kevin A Jourdain 

Will Puello 

Juan Anderson-Burgos 

Peter Tallman 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 

Councilor McGiverin stated that 9 computers would be coming in that had received approval from the IT 

Department and were compatible to be used within the city domain. He then stated that each had a value 

of $250-$300. He then deferred to Councilor Rivera_I as the councilor that introduced the order.  

Councilor Rivera_I stated that it was a great opportunity for veterans to take advantage of the computers 

to receive the services available to them.  

Councilor Tallman stated that they would be able to use them to search for and manage their benefits 

through the VA. 

--->  Report of Committee passed two readings and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays-- 
Yeas  13--Nays  0--Absent  0. 

Approved by the Mayor. 

The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that there be and is hereby appropriated by 

transfer in the fiscal year 2023, FIFTY SEVEN THOUSAND ONE HUNDRED SIXTY NINE AND 98/100 

Dollars ($57,169.98) as follows: 

FROM: 

14251-51104 HEAVY MOTOR EQUIP OPERATOR HIGHWAY $57,169.98 

TOTAL: $57,169.98 

TO: 

14252-52600 R&M STREETS & FIXTURES- HIGHWAY $57,169.98 

TOTAL: $57,169.98  

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted. 



Committee Members: 

     

Joseph McGiverin 

Kevin A Jourdain 

Will Puello 

Juan Anderson-Burgos 

Peter Tallman 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 

Councilor McGiverin stated that the transfer would pay for painting city street lamp posts and fixtures, 

adding that the Holyoke Gas & Electric took on the duties. He then stated that the money was to cover an 

invoice to pay for it. He noted most of the work had already been completed. He also stated that the 

surplus from the sending account was due to vacancies. He also emphasized that if the invoice was not 

paid, the expense would be passed onto ratepayers. 

--->  Report of Committee passed two readings and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays-- 
Yeas  13--Nays  0--Absent  0. 

Approved by the Mayor.  

The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that there be and is hereby appropriated by 

transfer in the fiscal year 2023, ONE HUNDRED NINETY AND 00/100 Dollars ($190.00) as follows: 

FROM: 

14212-57100 DPW ADMIN – IN STATE TRAVEL $190.00 

TOTAL: $190.00 

TO: 

11522-57805 RECRUITMENT $190.00 

TOTAL: $190.00  

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted. 

Committee Members: 

     

Joseph McGiverin 

Kevin A Jourdain 

Will Puello 

Juan Anderson-Burgos 

Peter Tallman 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 

Councilor McGiverin stated that the funds related to an effort to recruit a new DPW Director, adding that 

the person had been hired. He then stated that the $190 paid for a stay at a local hotel while the city was 

working on negotiating his hiring and contract. He noted that it had to come out of the Recruitment line 

item for auditing purposes.  

Councilor Jourdain asked if it was a Holyoke hotel. 

Councilor McGiverin stated it was. 

Councilor Tallman quipped that the city would get back the room taxes. 



President McGee noted it added up to $10.20. 

--->  Report of Committee passed two readings and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays--

Yeas  13--Nays  0--Absent  0. 

Approved by the Mayor. 

The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that there be and is hereby appropriated by 

transfer in the fiscal year 2023, ONE HUNDRED SIXTY FIVE THOUSAND AND 00/100 Dollars 

($165,000.00) as follows: 

FROM: 

8810-10400 CAPITAL STABILIZATION $165,000.00 

TOTAL: $165,000.00 

TO: 

14253-58000 HIGHWAYS & BRIDGES CAPITAL OUTLAY $165,000.00 

TOTAL: $165,000.00  

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be returned to the Auditor. 

Committee Members: 

     

Joseph McGiverin 

Kevin A Jourdain 

Will Puello 

Juan Anderson-Burgos 

Peter Tallman 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 

Councilor McGiverin stated that returning the order to the auditor was at the mayor’s request in order to 

allow the new DPW Director to determine what the capital outlay needs were.  

--->  Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted. 

The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that there be and is hereby appropriated by 

transfer in the fiscal year 2023, THIRTY FIVE THOUSAND AND 00/100 Dollars ($35,000.00) as follows: 

FROM: 

12401-51110 LOCAL BUILDING INSPECTOR $25,000.00 

12401-51201 PROPERTY MAINT/DEMO SUPERVISOR 10,000.00 

TOTAL: $35,000.00 

TO: 

12402-53010 OTHER CONTRACTED SERVICES $35,000.00 

TOTAL: $35,000.00  

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted. 

Committee Members: 

     

Joseph McGiverin 

Kevin A Jourdain 

Will Puello 

Juan Anderson-Burgos 

Peter Tallman 



UNDER DISCUSSION: 

Councilor McGiverin stated the funds would cover the costs of contracting out some of the work of the 

Building Department due to vacancies in the department.  

--->  Report of Committee passed two readings and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays--

Yeas  13--Nays  0--Absent  0. 

Approved by the Mayor. 

The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order From Holyoke Public Schools, Food Service 

Management Agreement  

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted. 

Committee Members: 

     

Joseph McGiverin 

Kevin A Jourdain 

Will Puello 

Juan Anderson-Burgos 

Peter Tallman 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 

Councilor McGiverin stated that the request would allow for a 5 year contract. He then stated that there 

were not tax dollars associated with the agreement but just allowing the School Department to negotiate 

the agreement. He added that $500,000 a year was returned to a revolving account within the school 

budget. 

Councilor Tallman noted that it would buy equipment for the kitchens.  

Councilor McGiverin stated that it would buy the things that were necessary for cafeterias within the 

schools. He emphasized that with 5 years, they would enjoy some savings.  

Councilor Jourdain noted that he would abstaining from the vote.  

--->  Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and 

nays--Yeas  12--Nays  0--Absent  0--Abstain  1 (Jourdain). 

Approved by the Mayor. 

(1:04:30) 

Councilor Bartley noted that there had been a Public Safety Committee meeting. 

President McGee stated matter would be handled now, recognizing that the item was missing from the 

agenda.  

Councilor Rivera_I made a motion to remove an item from the Public Safety Committee. Councilor Vacon 

seconded the motion. Motion passed.  



The Committee on Public Safety to whom was referred an order Petition from Holyoke Citizens requesting 

a public meeting to discuss the conditions of our rental units and the increased rents impacting our 

community. 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order has been complied with 

Committee Members: 

     

Israel Rivera_I 

Kocayne Givner 

Todd McGee 

UNDER DISCUSSION:  

Councilor Rivera_I stated that the reason the item did not make it onto the agenda was that the 

committee forgot to make a motion that it was complied with after the hearing was closed. He then stated 

that 20-30 members of the public, mostly from Holyoke, came in to voice their concerns around rental 

control and landlords not complying with codes. He added that they had questions around what happens 

with landlords that do not follow codes and what the process looks like. He emphasized that it had been 

impactful and was a good experience for him as a chair. 

Councilor Murphy-Romboletti stated that it had been a great opportunity to hear from people. She noted 

that she was one of two current councilors who were renters, emphasizing that it wasn’t something to be 

ashamed of. She also emphasized that renters had the same rights as taxpayers, noting that rents go up 

when taxes go up. She then stated that she went to a vacant buildings conferences earlier that year. She 

noted that one topic was on rental registry, emphasizing that need to have better information on property 

owners. She stated that she’s been in touch with the Board of Health and had regularly heard feedback 

from city departments that they lack the capacity to maintain a list like that due to staffing issues. She 

commended Councilor Rivera_I for handling the public hearing in a great way.  

Councilor Givner stated that it was a great meeting. She then expressed her surprise that Holyoke was 

made up of over 60% renters. She recalled that the complaints covered a lot of deplorable conditions that 

residents were facing. She then expressed a hope that the city could do more to ensure these kinds of 

health code violations get addressed. She noted that a local tenants union organized the hearing.  

Councilor Tallman stated that what he heard was unbelievable. He recalled that when he had been a 

renter, there were things he took for granted, such as having fixtures, painting, or plumbing taken care of. 

He emphasized the importance of hearing what people had to say. He also suggested that there may be 

solutions to be sought through the state legislature. He commended Councilor Rivera_I for the way he 

handled the meeting, including ensuring that specific councilors names weren’t called out. He also noted 

that they made sure residents knew that contact information for councilors was public information.  

Councilor Jourdain stated that that there were eye-opening but unsurprising stories from the people who 

spoke up. He then stated that as a lawyer, it broke his heart to hear what people were dealing with. He 

noted that he had been a renter for the vast majority of his younger life, living as the son of a single mom, 

growing up poor, feeling disempowered and vulnerable. He then stated that people needed to be 

informed that they had a lot of rights available to them, with advocacy groups, access to legal counsel, 

and opportunities to withhold rent and fights issues through mediation and in the housing courts. He then 

stated that the city could do better to let people know the services they do have access to. He recalled 

that voters voted down rent control in the state 20 years earlier and was unlikely to happen without major 



legislative change at the state level. He also stated that the city should look at what resources were 

needed to help people deal with these issues. He further emphasized that it supported good landlords 

when bad landlords are held accountable.  

Councilor Vacon emphasized the importance for residents to know that ward councilors can help on the 

local level on a day to day basis. She also stated that the Board of Health had been responsive, adding 

that it was good to point out that there was help for people struggling with getting through some of the 

bureaucracy. She also reiterated that people should know that councilor information was available on the 

city website.  

Councilor Rivera_J stated as she was listening to their stories, as someone who had worked for 25 years 

in personal injury, she often received phone calls when people were hurt due to maintenance issues on 

rental properties. She added that she continued to receive similar calls as the Ward 1 councilor and was 

constantly calling the Board of Health. She then emphasized that one of the issues was that people were 

afraid to report issues because they were afraid of being evicted. She added that the Board of Health was 

not working with her on some issues because they were asking for names and numbers of tenants were 

afraid of giving their information. She noted there was one property of Mosher and West Street that was 

having the Fire Department at least 2-3 times a week. She reiterated that the Board of Health was likely 

getting tired of hearing from her because she was having to call them so often.  

Councilor Tallman stated that many of the other councilors could also help make those calls.  

Councilor Bartley pointed out that chairs needed to understand that when public hearings were taking 

place, people needed to understand that they are to address the chair. He also stated that people needed 

to be reminded that profanity should not be used. He then stated that committees needed to remember 

that they needed to make a motion on an order. He emphasized that he often provides some guidance to 

Councilor Murphy-Romboletti. He then noted that as a landlord, he wouldn’t defend any of the landlords 

spoken about. He then recalled that following a similar hearing with the HG&E earlier in the year, there 

had been no follow up following 3 hours of testimony. He then recommended that there be tangible 

solutions, such as addressing that the Law Department and code enforcement were lacking.  

Councilor Rivera_I stated that he had filed an order to address that. 

Councilor Bartley stated that to create change, the city needed to get on top of code enforcement. He 

noted that he often worked with landlords in Springfield around code enforcement but emphasized that 

their budget was bigger with more staff. He suggested that the Flex Squad could provide some help with 

housing issues. He then recalled that the Ward 2 councilor made a wonderful comment regarding the 

state delegation needing to be communicated with about the priorities. He then stated that the DGR chair 

should be filing an order to invite in the state delegation to discuss issues. He then questioned if there 

was a legal foundation for a tenants’ bill of rights. 

Councilor Rivera_I questioned now being told he ran a bad meeting when he had heard beforehand that 

he had done well. He then emphasized that he was trying to work with everyone on the Council as a 

team. He then questioned the purpose, what community was built, through what was just said. He then 

commended the 3 landlords that were present at the meeting, Vergilio, Steve Bosco, and Michael 

Moriarty. He noted it would have been difficult to be in the space where people were speaking out against 

what one does as a profession. He also suggested that a part of the job of councilors was to build 

community and host meetings so that people can come into these spaces and be heard.  



Councilor Maldonado Velez expressed his belief that public hearings during the current term had gone 

relatively smooth compared to previous terms. He then noted that orders often get filed, are heard, and 

then the Law Department is asked to draft legal language. He then questioned why an order to hear from 

renters, as 64% of the population that councilors are meant to represent, would receive backlash. He then 

commended any councilor that leads public hearing, further emphasizing that nobody was perfect, and 

everyone was learning.  

Councilor Tallman commended Councilor Rivera_I on running the meeting. He then stated that he 

believed Councilor Bartley’s point was that following the hearing, the matter should keep moving forward 

so that the issues can be addressed. He also emphasized that at-large councilors can help ward 

councilors address issues their constituents were asking for help with.  

Councilor Jourdain emphasized the value of the receivership program. He noted that the program isn’t 

about the landlords that did show up. He then stated that the landlords spoken about at the hearing, if all 

of those stories were true, were in violation of state building codes. He then suggested that the city 

needed to make the same commitment to the receivership program that Springfield did. He explained that 

the program allowed the city to take over dilapidated buildings with bad landlords, with repeated and 

massive code violations.  

Councilor Maldonado Velez emphasized that the crisis was not just a Holyoke one but one being faced as 

a nation. He then made a motion that the video of the meeting be send to the state legislators. Councilor 

Jourdain seconded the motion. Motion passed.  

Councilor McGiverin stated that the public hearing was enjoyable in that it was government in its purest 

form, similar to that of a town meeting. He noted that the Charter allow for residents to petition for a public 

hearing before the City Council. He emphasized that the Council’s job was to listen, adding that there 

were many remarkable and sad stories. He then stated that he contacted the Landlords Association to 

ensure they knew about it, noting that they had not been as active as they used to be. He noted that it 

was often difficult to bring these issues to court due to an LLC smoke-and-mirrors game.  

President McGee stated that the main thing was that it was a public hearing to hear the issues. He added 

that the meeting was well run, not just by the committee but by those who were in attendance. He noted 

that while profanity was used, the chair quickly put it to a stop. He emphasized that there was a lot of 

passion and nasty stories, and that it was not right that people were living in these conditions. He noted 

that item 17 on the agenda was a petition for a tenants’ bill of rights, which would be taken up by the 

Public Safety Committee and that the state delegation would be invited in to discuss it. He then 

commended all of the councilors that were involved in the meeting. He also suggested that much of it 

comes down to educating the public about their rights and about who they can call. He emphasized that 

there were things the city could do to make it better.  

--->  Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted. 

President McGee stated that there were no reports from the Public Service Committee. 

(1:37:35) 

The Committee on Development and Governmental Relations to whom was referred an order Special 

permit application for Antonio Rodriguez at 2 Orchard St (107-00-026) to add 2nd driveway for school bus 

to turn around in  



have considered the same and Recommended that the order be referred back to the City Clerk and 

further referred to the DPW and City Engineer for further action. 

        Committee Members: 

Tessa Murphy-Romboletti 

David K. Bartley 

Joseph McGiverin 

Jenny Rivera_J 

Linda L. Vacon 

UNDER DISCUSSION:  

Councilor Murphy-Romboletti stated that there had been a couple public hearings on the matter. She then 

noted that as the topic of running public hearings came up, councilors did not receive training on running 

them nor was she asking for it. She then stated that the Council should not have received the application, 

but it took 2 hearings to conclude that. She added that she had visited the home of the applicant, along 

with the City Engineer. She then stated that the application was filed for a front yard driveway. She also 

stated that she had been advised that the Planning Board needed to weigh in, leading to them holding it 

over for another public hearing, only to learn that they didn’t need that. She then expressed frustration 

that there wasn’t more guidance from others at the table. She then stated that the issue illustrated the 

challenges of the public trying to get services from the city. She added that they should not have needed 

to apply to the City Council, adding that the Engineer should have been the one giving the approval. She 

questioned that members of the Council would judge newer councilors who were running public hearings. 

She then explained that the recommendation was that the application be referred to the DPW because it 

was really about a curb cut.  

Councilor Vacon stated that after the first public hearing, she spoke with Councilor Murphy-Romboletti 

and expressed her understanding that only front yard driveways should come before the Council, 

according to city ordinances, and that she should check with the Law Department.  

Councilor Jourdain stated that he believed everyone was doing a great job running meetings, especially 

with several coming in and not having experience with it. He then questioned how anyone could be 

critical. He then noted that in the past, it had been practice that people would have experience as 

councilors attending meetings and watching how they’re run before they would be assigned as chairs. He 

added that the new regime appeared to be that people could come in and run the place. He noted that it 

wasn’t until his 8th term before he got his first chairmanship of a committee. 

Councilor Rivera_I noted that it was a unique situation in that there were 6 new councilors this term, 

leading to the likelihood that there would be new chairs. He also suggested that things had been the 

same for a long time. He further suggested that there should be some training for the processes rather 

than expecting someone new being expected to know how to do everything on the first day. He noted that 

as a student in a Masters program in public administration, they didn’t teach about charters, orders, or 

rules. He emphasized that in a democracy, anybody can run who wants to speak up and advocate in their 

community.  

Councilor Anderson-Burgos asked if there was a motion on the floor. He then stated that if everyone 

continued to take stabs at each other and publicly humiliate each other, nothing was going to get done to 

make the city better. He questioned that anyone would publicly shame newer councilors if they make any 

mistakes.  



Councilor McGiverin stated that Mr. Rodriguez brought in the request for a second driveway for a school 

bus turnaround so that his special needs child could be picked up. He noted that Orchard Street was a 

tight street with a lot of on street parking, the matter should have been a school issue that they should 

have figured out. He then stated that the driveway was not what the City Council would usually vote on, 

emphasizing that the matter was about a curb cut that the DPW should have been handling. He noted it 

was not a driveway in front of the house. He emphasized that the committee was referring it to the DPW 

so that they could work with the applicant to resolve the matter. He then expressed to the newest 

councilors that they had been there a year and were no longer rookies.  

Councilor Bartley recalled that the year he was first elected, there were 6 new councilors and all had 

received a 2 hour orientation from Councilor McGiverin. He questioned why it didn’t happen in the current 

term. He then stated that the applicant had legitimate concerns which had not been addressed by the 

schools or the bus company. He added that the committee had given the best advice it could. He noted 

that many abutters expressed serious concerns about the petition. He noted that the petitioner had 

created the issue himself by building a fence that had cut into 2/3rds of his driveway, preventing a bus 

from being able to turn around.  

Councilor Vacon noted that the committee had also recommended that the applicant have their permit fee 

reimbursed.  

Councilor Tallman noted that it had taken 14 years to become a chair, and that he was still learning as the 

current chair of Public Service. He suggested that they should all be proud of the work they do. 

President McGee stated that he sat with every new councilor to go over anything he could, adding that he 

continued to have an open door policy with them to get information to do things correctly. He noted that 

procedures could be done the same way for years only to learn that nuances exist. He then stated that he 

put councilors into the positions they thought would be best for the city, adding that he stood by those 

decisions because he watched how the work had been handled over the year. He then expressed his 

appreciation for the work everyone had done.  

Motion was made and seconded to amend the recommendation to reimburse the applicant. 

--->  Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted. 

President McGee stated that there were no reports from the Charter and Rules Committee or the Joint 

Committee of the City Council and School Committee.  

ORDERS AND TRANSFERS 

(2:02:15) 

President McGee asked that any items going to committee not be debated. 

RIVERA_I — Order that the honorable city council accept the revised FY21 CPA MIFA Victory Theatre 

Murals Project. See attached document. 

--->  Received and referred to the Finance Committee. 



RIVERA_I — Order that the honorable city council approve an increased funding request in the amount of 

$3,000 to the Wistariahurst museum for their painting restoration project. Originally Wistariahurst applied 

for and was granted 125K via CPA to complete the project, but due to rising costs in building and 

materials across the nation they now need another 3K. 

Councilor McGiverin stated that they had just adopted the acceptance of a gift for the improvements at 

the Wistariahurst and had previously adopted a $125,000 CPA grant for the project. He then stated this 

was an additional $3,000 to complete the project due to rising costs of materials. He suggested that it be 

adopted that evening instead of needing to bring everyone in for a committee meeting.  

Councilor Jourdain asked if it was to paint the outside of the building. 

Councilor McGiverin confirmed that it was.  

Councilor Jourdain noted that the question was raised during discussion of a Girls, Inc grant regarding 

what was defined as maintenance. He expressed the need to make sure this was legal. He suggested 

that painting the outside of an already painted building was maintenance. He expressed his belief that the 

work should be done and funded by the city, but the use of CPA funds had a specific state prohibition on 

maintenance. He then asked for assurance from the Law Department that this was legal. He then 

suggested that CPA funds should be used for true historic restoration.  

Councilor McGiverin reiterated his request to adopt the matter that evening. He noted that the building 

itself was on the historic registry and part of the city’s history, representing a time when the owner of a 

company brought the building from Northampton and chose to invest in Holyoke. He added that when the 

Skinner family understood that the building would no longer be their residence, they asked the city to take 

it over as a museum for preservation of history.  

Councilor Vacon suggested an amendment that would stipulate that if approved, the Law Department 

would ensure it complied with the CPA regulations.  

Councilor McGiverin stated that he had no objection for an opinion, but the City Council was not required 

to agree with the Law Department. He reiterated that this was about preservation of history. He 

suggested that the matter could be copied to the Law Department to provide an opinion to keep for future 

reference.  

President McGee asked for clarification that the motion was to adopt, subject to a legal opinion. 

Councilor McGiverin stated that he was against that.  

Councilor Rivera_I questioned if it was fair to set one of the lawyers up, noting that Atty Degnan was not 

identified for the historic field. He emphasized that insurance lawyers, criminal lawyers, and historic 

preservation lawyers, for example, were different types of expertise. He expressed his preference for an 

opinion from a lawyer that specialized in historic preservation. He then suggested that since the building 

was defined as historic, any improvements made at the building would be deemed historic.  

Councilor Jourdain stated that he raised a legal point because anything the Council does should be legal. 

He questioned that anyone would want to risk spending money in a legal incompliant way. He also 



clarified that the question was not about the building but if the scope of work was legally allowed. He 

recalled that with the Girls, Inc project, a substantial amount of the work that was to be funded was not 

legal compliant. He suggested that $3,000 could be taken from capital stabilization, emphasizing that the 

issue was not about the value of the work but about using CPA funds to do it.  

Councilor Vacon emphasized that the questions were just about assuring that they were being consistent 

with what was being approved or denied.  

Councilor Bartley stated that the Law Department lawyers were municipal attorneys and their opinions 

should be taken to heart and allowed to stand. He also questioned that as the Wistariahurst generated its 

own revenue, why they couldn’t leverage $3,000 of their own funds for the project after already receiving 

$125,000 for it. He also recalled that there had been serious mismanagement with the Wistariahurst in 

the past. He added that everyone would agree that building should be preserved. He then made a motion 

that the funding be subject to a legal opinion, and that the mayor be requested to find the funding if the 

use is contrary to CPA regulations. Councilor Vacon seconded the motion. Motion passed.  

Councilor McGiverin expressed a preference to refer it to committee.  

--->  Received and referred to the Finance Committee. Copy to the Law Department. 

RIVERA_I, Givner, Tallman — Order that both the Public Health & Legal department come into public 

safety and elaborate on the process of code enforcement and taking landlords to court that aren’t 

complying with city ordinances. 

Councilor Givner asked to be added to the order. 

Councilor Tallman asked to be added to the order. 

--->  Received and referred to the Public Safety Committee. Copy to Board of Health, Law Department. 

RIVERA_I — Order that the honorable city council invite representatives of Holyoke Community College, 

Westfield State University and the Five Colleges to discuss ways they could better support a path for 

Holyoke youth to gain equitable access within these schools. 

Councilor Rivera_I stated that as many of the colleges seek volumeters for work from Holyoke, they 

should be asked to help support easier college access for Holyoke students.  

Councilor Bartley stated that he spoke with the HCC student government and learned they wanted to 

come to City Council and observe a meeting.  

--->  Received and referred to the Development and Government and Relations Committee. 

Motion was made and seconded to suspend the necessary rules to take up items 29 and 30 as a 

package. 

VACON — Order that an ordinance is created for “Pavement Cut Moratorium” proposed as new Section 

78-59 

--->  Received and referred to the Ordinance Committee. 



VACON — Order that the Sewer Use Policy be revised to include recent requirements of the 

Environmental Protection Agency. This would modify Chapter 90, Utilities, Article III- Sewers, Sections 

90-81 “Definitions” , 90-83 “Use of public sewers” and all of Division 2 which is 90-111 through 90-122. 

Councilor Vacon stated that the Engineer had suggested these two orders as new policies.  

--->  Received and referred to the Ordinance Committee. 

VACON, PUELLO — that our City Solicitor draft a ballot question for the next eligible election for voters to 

decide if the CPA tax should be reduced from 1.5% to 0.5% in light of the current financial hardship of our 

taxpayers. 

Taxes will increase by over $200.00 per year for a house valued at $236,262 due to repeated inability to 

achieve 7 votes of the City Council for lower taxes for homeowners. This increase is taking place along 

with significant increases in sewer, gas, electricity, food & heating prices. Voters should have the right to 

decide the rate. City Council initiated the CPA tax here originally, so needs to vote to place it on the ballot 

again for voters to decide. 

Councilor Bartley suggested referring to Charter and Rules. 

Councilor McGiverin suggested that it be referred to the Finance Committee with a copy to the Law 

Department.  

President McGee stated that it would have to go to Charter and Rules. 

Councilor Vacon stated that it would need to go to Charter and Rules in order to be able to move 

anywhere.  

Councilor McGiverin asked why it would go to Charter and Rules. 

President McGee stated that it was a ballot question.  

Councilor McGiverin stated that it wasn’t a ballot question about changing the charter. He added that all 

of the CPA stuff gets handled in Finance.  

President McGee suggested that it started off in Charter and Rules when the ballot question was initially 

handled.  

Councilor Vacon stated that she was fine with it going through Finance if getting it on the ballot could be 

achieved through that path. She added that because the City Council voted to put it on the ballot in the 

first place, a majority of the body had to vote in favor of putting it on the ballot for the voters to have a 

voice for how it would continue.  

--->  Received and referred to the Finance Committee. Copy to Charter and Rules Committee. 

ANDERSON-BURGOS, Givner — Ordered, that the Board of Health, Law Dept, and any other involved 

departments come into a Public Safety meeting to discuss how the city will use what it’s receiving from 

opioid lawsuit settlements. 

The state AG’s office website provided an update on November 4th that Holyoke will receive around 



$427,000 over several years and it has been reported that the state also plans to seek a part of another 

$10 billion that was just announced from a CVS/Walgreens settlement. 

Councilor Givner asked to be added to the order. 

--->  Received and referred to the Public Safety Committee. Copy to Board of Health, Law Department. 

BARTLEY, Jourdain — The Auditor provide an update on PILOT agreements. Please provide the names 

of the parties with whom the City has a PILOT agreement, the amounts to be paid and the status of 

payments for the past one-year period (re: whether payments are current.). Please submit to City Council 

by the second meeting in January 2023. Send to Finance Cte. For a review. 

Councilor Bartley asked if a late file was sent on the matter. He suggested taking it up right away. 

Councilor Jourdain stated that it may not have been on PILOTs. 

Councilor McGiverin stated that there was an email on capital stabilization.  

Councilor Jourdain asked to be added to the order. 

--->  Received and referred to the Finance Committee. Copy to Auditor. 

BARTLEY, Jourdain — The Law Dept., Building Commissioner and the city’s property group provide its 

annual update on the City’s Receivership program. Please send communication to the Clerk for the 

second city council meeting in January 2023. Refer to DGR Cte. for a review. 

Councilor Bartley recalled that he and several other councilors in the past had worked together to model 

the city’s receivership program off of one in Springfield. He noted that they had come in with reports at 3 

times, highlighting amazing turnarounds through the program.  

Councilor Jourdain asked to be added to the order. He then suggested that the program should be 

expanded, with a discussion for what additional resources may be needed to do so. 

President McGee stated that an email had come in for the PILOT program but was to be added as a 

communication on the next Council agenda.  

Councilor Bartley emphasizing how critical the Law Department was in managing the receivership 

program. He noted that several past solicitors had been very effective in appearing in the housing courts 

to advocate for the program.  

--->  Received and referred to the Development and Government and Relations Committee. Copy to Law 

Department, Building Department, Planning Department. 

JOURDAIN — That emergency calls and important announcement calls from the city be properly 

addressed to our residents at the beginning of the calls saying “This is an important message from the 

City of Holyoke” not “This is an important message from your organization.”  That the Mayor’s office 

please look into this and get this corrected asap. 

--->  Received and Adopted. Copy to the Mayor. 



JOURDAIN — That the Assessors’ office retain expert independent appraisal services to review the 

Holyoke Mall’s assessment and abatement and that the Mayor provide the City Council with an 

appropriation to fund these important services to protect city residents to make sure everyone is being 

treated fairly and there is no cost shifting of their taxes onto other residents and businesses.  It is vital that 

we can verify that the Holyoke Mall’s assessment is commercially reasonable and fair to all involved.  The 

“Go it alone” strategy relative to the Mall has caused Holyoke significant losses in the past (please see 

Macy’s abatement case as example) 

Councilor McGiverin suggested that the cost of an independent appraisal be known before asking for this. 

Councilor Jourdain stated that the Assessor’s office had given a figure of $10,000 to $40,000.\ 

President McGee emphasized that an appropriation would still need to come back to the Council.  

Councilor Jourdain stated that this was just to ask them to do it, adding that they could reject the 

suggestion.  

--->  Received and Adopted. Copy to the Mayor. 

JOURDAIN, VACON — That Governor Healey return local control of our schools in 2023.  We believe 

local control can produce improved results and with new leadership in the Governor’s office, we request 

consideration for the issuance of an order to return local control by July 1, 2023. We do further 

recommend that with this local control, Holyoke be held accountable by DESE to achieve established 

benchmarks to produce excellent results for our children. 

Councilor Jourdain expressed his understanding that every councilor was in support of returning to local 

control of schools. He then stated that with a fresh set of eye in the new governor, he expressed a hope 

that she would take a fresh look at the issue. He then suggested that receivership was a failed 

experiment and that the city had lost around 1,000 teachers in the last 7 years. He then stated that the 

state had not provided the needed resources. He then stated that while the schools needed to be held 

accountable to performance, he questioned that the state could come in and run everything and make it 

better. He also questioned the lack of tangible results in 7 1/2 years, adding that there had been a 

devolution of scores as well as loss of key staff. He also stated they were not saving any money. He 

added that local control was part of the basic tenets of a federalist system of government. He then 

expressed his understanding that the incoming governor was warm returning control of the schools back 

to the city.   

President McGee recalled that during a recent visit to the Victory Theater in Holyoke prior to being 

elected, she expressed at that time that it was time for Holyoke to get control back, further emphasizing 

that she was not just warm, but supported it. He added that Mayor Garcia was also adamant that control 

come back to the city.  

Councilor Rivera_I stated that while he supported it, he asked if it would be the decision of the 

Commissioner of the Board of Education as the ones who placed the city under receivership. 

Councilor Jourdain stated that the governor appoints those people. 

Councilor Rivera_I stated that she wouldn’t make the final decision. 



President McGee stated that she could make the recommendation.  

Councilor McGiverin expressed his support, emphasizing the importance of sending a message that the 

city wants local control of its schools. He noted that the School Committee had continued to work even 

though their authority had taken away. He then stated that the city had two good receivers, but the city 

lost too many good teachers who ran away from the way they were being treated. He also noted that non-

tenured teachers were being offered more than tenured teachers, which was an insult to those who had 

given years to the local school system.  

--->  Received and Adopted. Copy to Governor-Elect Healey. 

JOURDAIN — Mayor and Wistariahurst Director please give the City Council an update and repair plan 

on specifically when will the Walls of the grounds be repaired and how it will be funded.  This needs to be 

a priority and fixed as soon as possible. 

--->  Received and referred to the Finance Committee. Copy to Mayor, Wistariahurst. 

JOURDAIN, Tallman — That Marijuana impact funds be used to fund access to a program for marijuana 

addiction and problem use for Holyoke residents who need it.  Also, that a marketing campaign be funded 

with the use of these dollars to advertise the availability of this program.  That OPED and the Board of 

Health coordinate these activities and track annual statistics and report out to the Mayor and City Council 

annually. 

Councilor Tallman asked to be added to the order. 

--->  Received and Adopted. Copy to Mayor, OPED, Board of Health. 

JOURDAIN — That Representative Duffy, Senator Velis, Governor Baker, and Governor Elect Healey 

provide the City of Holyoke with an additional $4 million in annual local aid starting with the current fiscal 

year 2023 so we can avoid massive tax increases on the state’s poorest residents who already have 

among the very highest residential tax burden in the state. The property tax system no longer works for a 

city such as Holyoke that needs to serve everyone; including, the state’s neediest constituents.  Holyoke 

residents are being squeezed by a growing city budget to meet city needs, growing property tax 

exemptions that are shifting more burden on to residents, a collapsing commercial and industrial tax base 

(see Holyoke Mall tax (largest commercial payer cut in half) and see Mt Tom Power plant (formerly largest 

industrial payer)), massive water and sewer increases (with more planned to meet unfunded federal 

mandates), and inflationary cost of living costs that disproportionately affect Holyoke’s residents versus 

than other communities.  Holyoke’s average property tax bills have now surged past other gateway cities 

such as Chicopee and Springfield.  This situation is only going to get worse without state investments to 

place local aid funds where in fact they are needed most.  Current generic funding formulas are 

inadequate.  The state cannot turn a blind eye to this situation any longer and just allow Holyoke to 

fail.  Intervention and investment need to be made now.  Holyoke has a long history of supporting those 

most in need in our state and Holyoke cannot be expected to shoulder this burden without sufficient 

support. Meanwhile the state has record cash reserves in the many billions while Holyoke struggles 

financially.  Holyoke will do its part but our state government must too. 

--->  Received and Adopted. Copy to State Rep Duffy, State Senator Velis, Governor Baker, Governor-

Elect Healey. 

JOURDAIN — That the City Engineer review the opportunity to put a raised sidewalk(s) in front of 

Blessed Sacrament School on Westfield Rd and report back to the City Council on our ability to do 

that.  These were placed in front of Mayer Field on this street and should also be considered here as well 



for child safety. 

--->  Received and referred to the Public Safety Committee. Copy to City Engineer.  

MCGEE — That a no parking zone be created: 

Location Waldo St. 

Side Westerly 

From Beacon Ave. 

To A point 64 feet further north 

Type Parking No parking Mondays from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

--->  Received and referred to the Ordinance Committee. Copy to City Engineer.  

Motion was made and seconded to suspend the necessary rules to take up items 43, and 45 through 48 

as a package. 

MCGIVERIN — that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 2023, ONE 

THOUSAND DOLLARS AND 00/100 Dollars ($1,000.00) as follows: 

FROM: 

15101-51111 BOARD OF HEALTH FLOATING CLERK $1,000.00 

TOTAL: $1,000.00 

TO: 

15101-51300 BOARD OF HEALTH OVERTIME $1,000.00 

TOTAL: $1,000.00 

To the City Council: 
I hereby recommend the passage of the above order at the meeting of your Council to be held Tuesday, 
December 20, 2022. 
 

 Joshua A Garcia,  Mayor 

--->  Received and referred to the Finance Committee. 

MCGIVERIN — that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 2023, FIFTY 

THOUSAND DOLLARS AND 00/100 Dollars ($50,000.00) as follows: 

FROM: 

14251-51104 HIGHWAY-HMEO $50,000.00 

TOTAL: $50,000.00 

TO: 

14302-52902 TRASH-RECYCLING CONTRACT $50,000.00 

TOTAL: $50,000.00 

To the City Council: 
I hereby recommend the passage of the above order at the meeting of your Council to be held Tuesday, 
December 20, 2022. 
 

 Joshua A Garcia,  Mayor 

--->  Received and referred to the Finance Committee. 

MCGIVERIN — that the amount of ONE THOUSAND FOUR HUNDRED FORTY FIVE AND 00/100 

Dollars ($1,445.00) be authorized from the BUILDING CODES & INSPECTIONS Department’s OTHER 



CONTRACTED SERVICES (12402-53010) appropriation in fiscal year 2023 for services rendered in 

fiscal year 2022 which were unencumbered at the 2022 fiscal year end. 

To the City Council: 
I hereby recommend the passage of the above order at the meeting of your Council to be held Tuesday, 
December 20, 2022. 
 

 Joshua A Garcia,  Mayor 

--->  Received and referred to the Finance Committee. 

MCGIVERIN — that in accordance with M.G.L. Chapter 44 Sec. 53A, the City Council hereby accepts the 

provisions of the “EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF HOUSING AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT-FY2023 

URBAN AGENDA GRANT PROGRAM, $25,000, NO MATCH” grant and authorizes the establishment of 

a Fund or other method appropriate for the accounting of the receipts and expenditures of all resources 

associated with the administration of said grant. 

To the City Council: 
I hereby recommend the passage of the above order at the meeting of your Council to be held Tuesday, 
December 20, 2022. 
 

 Joshua A Garcia,  Mayor 

--->  Received and referred to the Finance Committee. 

MCGIVERIN — that in accordance with M.G.L. Chapter 44 Sec. 53A, the City Council hereby accepts the 

provisions of the “NEW ENGLAND FOUNDATION FOR THE ARTS-2023 MAKING IT PUBLIC FOR MA 

MUNICIPALITIES, $15,000, NO MATCH” grant and authorizes the establishment of a Fund or other 

method appropriate for the accounting of the receipts and expenditures of all resources associated with 

the administration of said grant. 

To the City Council: 
I hereby recommend the passage of the above order at the meeting of your Council to be held Tuesday, 
December 20, 2022. 
 

 Joshua A Garcia,  Mayor 

--->  Received and referred to the Finance Committee. 

MCGIVERIN — that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 2023, NINE 

THOUSAND NINE HUNDRED TEN AND 92/100 Dollars ($9,910.92) as follows: 

FROM: 

14301-51102 REFUSE-HMEO $9,910.92 

TOTAL: $9,910.92 

TO: 

14301-51500 REFUSE-VACATION BUYBACK $9,910.92 

TOTAL: $9,910.92 

To the City Council: 
I hereby recommend the passage of the above order at the meeting of your Council to be held Tuesday, 
December 20, 2022. 



 

 Joshua A Garcia,  Mayor 

Motion was made and seconded to suspend the necessary rules to allow the Law Department to address 

the Council. 

Atty Bissonnette stated that the mayor recommended taking up the order that evening. He stated that the 

transfer was to buy out the remaining vacation for an employee that had retired. He added that it would 

allow the department to advertise for the position.  

Councilor Jourdain asked to clarify what department this was for. 

President McGee stated that it was the DPW, reiterating that it would be to buy out their vacation and 

allow the position to be advertised for. He emphasized that without approving it, they would not be able to 

fill the position.  

Councilor Jourdain asked to confirm this was just buying back their accrued vacation time.  

President McGee stated that was correct. 

Councilor Jourdain emphasized that this person was entitled to this money.  

--->  Passed two readings and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays--Yeas  13--Nays  0--

Absent  0. 

PUELLO — That 1 out of the 2 handicap parking signs at 588 South Summer street, as well as the 3rd 

sign on the Morgan side of the street, please be removed. Only one spot was requested by constituents, 

3 were installed and school parking is on the city owned lot. Additionally requested that a no parking sign 

at the same address please be removed.  

--->  Received and referred to the Ordinance Committee. 

PUELLO — That the Do Not Enter sign at Main and Springdale Sts. please be fixed. 

--->  Received and Adopted. Copy to DPW. 

LATE FILED ORDERS AND COMMUNICATIONS 

(2:42:55) 

Councilor Bartley suggested that they should be tabled unless they were an emergency. 

MCGEE -- Order that section 2-40 and section 2-41 of the City Ordinances regarding vacation leave be 

amended to credit a new employee and existing employees with additional paid vacation time based on 

relative prior employment experience and/or based on the new vacation schedule below: 

Vacation leave* with full pay shall be accrued based upon the length of continuous employment as of the 

benefit eligibility date as follows: 

Less than five years 15 days* 



At least five years 20 days* 

At least 10 years 25 days* 

At least 20 years 30 days* 

--->  Received and referred to the Ordinance Committee. 

MCGEE -- Order that section 2-35f personal days be amended to 4 days. 

--->  Received and referred to the Ordinance Committee. 

MURPHY-ROMBOLETTI -- Ordered that the Law Department be given the authority to hire a paralegal 

above mid range up to no more than max without needing further approval from CC due to special 

circumstances. 

--->  Received and referred to the Ordinance Committee. 

MCGEE -- ordered that Sections 2-40 and 2-41 of the Holyoke City Ordinances be updated to correct 

accrual language in 2-40 (e) and (g) and 2-41 (b) 

Councilor Vacon asked to clarify if the changes related to vacation. 

President McGee expressed his belief that was correct.  

--->  Received and referred to the Ordinance Committee. 

From Lisa A. Ball, City Solicitor, legal opinion regarding Council access to Legal Opinions. 

--->  Received and referred to the Charter and Rules Committee. 

From Lisa A. Ball, City Solicitor, legal opinion regarding whether a City Council seat is vacated if a ward 

councilor is elected in one ward and then moves to a different ward during their term in office. 

--->  Received and referred to the Charter and Rules Committee. 

President McGee wished a Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays to everyone. 

Councilor Jourdain wished a Happy Hanukkah. 

 

Adjourned at 9:48 PM 




