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COUNCIL ACTIONS 
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 

June 17, 2024 
 

• Held PFAS Work session 
• Held Public Hearing - 2025 Tentative Tax Budget 
• Passed Resolution - Adopting the 2024 Tentative Tax 

Budget for the City of the Village of Indian Hill for 
Fiscal Year beginning January 1, 2025 and submitting 
same to Hamilton County Auditor 

• Waived Three Readings and Passed Emergency 
Ordinance – Reapproving the Plat of Whitegate Farm 
Subdivision recorded in Plat Book 117, Pages 15-18 of 
the Hamilton County Recorder’s Office and accepting 
the dedication of Whitegate Lane and the portions of 
Buckingham Road and Kugler Mill Road contained 
therein Parcel ID No. 629-0232-0021 and note that prior 
Ordinance No. 27-64 as recorded in Deed Book 3389, 
Page 567 of the Hamilton County Recorders Office 
incorrectly accepted only Whitegate Lane for dedication 
and failed to include accepting the portions of 
Buckingham Road and Kugler Mill Road contained 
therein for dedication 

• Held Public Hearing – 2024 Charter Amendment 
Recommendations 

• Held Second Reading – Ordinance to cause proposed 
amendments to the Charter of the City of the Village of 
Indian Ill to be placed on the November 5, 2024 ballot 

• Waived Three Readings and Passed Emergency 
Ordinance – Amending Chapter 35 Employment 
Policies, Section 35.20 Compensation and Section 35.35 
Employee Merit Program 

 
Please go to https://indianhill.gov/council-packet 

to review full Council Packet for more details 

PLANNING COMMISSION 
REGULAR MEETING 

ACTIONS 
June 19, 2024 

 
• A request for variance approval to increase to 

reduce the side yard setback for pool equipment 
was continued until the August 21st meeting.  The 
subject property is located at 8670 Hopewell 
Road. 

 

• A request for Special Exception approval for the 
installation of wayfinding signs throughout the 
parking lots and drives at the Indian Hill Middle 
School and High School was conditionally 
approved.  The subject property is located at 6845 
and 6855 Drake Road.        

Village of Indian Hill Public Meeting Dates 
All meetings held in Council Chambers 

 
Please see back page for a complete listing of Village 

Public meeting dates & times. 

COPY DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE 
August 9, 2024 

Village Council and 

staff would like to wish 

you a safe and 

wonderful summer! 

https://indianhill.gov/council-packet


June 26, 2024 —Indian Hill Bulletin— Page 2 

THE VILLAGE OF INDIAN HILL, OHIO 
OFFICIAL DIRECTORY 

VILLAGE COUNCIL 
6525 Drake Road 

Stephen H. Krehbiel, Mayor 
Andrew A. Byer 

Richard J. Hidy, Vice Mayor 
Jeffrey Gibson 

Elizabeth C. Isphording 
Shayne Manning 

Patricia Stern 
 

VILLAGE STAFF 
Dina C. Minneci, City Manager 

Jonathan D. West, Assistant City Manager 
Paul C. Riordan, Clerk/Compt. 

Scott D. Phillips, Solicitor 
Scott Gully, Finance Director / Tax Commissioner 

Cindy Klopfenstein, City Engineer 
561-6500 

Chuck Schlie, Chief of Police 
561-7000 

911 (Emergency) 
David Yeager, Superintendent Public Works 

831-3712 
Ron Freson, Superintendent Water Works 

831-3885 
Rick Babcock, Park Ranger Grand Valley Preserve 

979-6221 
Stephen C. Oughterson, Fire Chief 

561-7926 (Business) 
911 (Fire call) 

 
PLANNING COMMISSION 

Richard C. Wiggers, Chairperson 
Shayne Manning Joe Rhodenbaugh 
     Rita Stolper  Barrett P. Tullis 

 
GREEN AREAS  

ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
Wally Lovejoy, Chairperson    

  STANLEY M. ROWE ARBORETUM 
4600 Muchmore Road—561-5151 

Jason Donovan 

GUN CLUB REPRESENTATIVE 
Dick Steuerwald, Range Supervisor 831-0994 

Greg Anderson, Asst Supervisor 831-0994 
Rich Hidy, Village Representative 

 
PERSONNEL ADVISORY &  

APPEALS BOARD 
Kim Burke, Chairperson 

Eric Holzapfel 
George Glover 

 
MADEIRA/INDIAN HILL JOINT FIRE DIST. 

Beth Wright, President 
Don McGraw, Vice President 

Jim Gulick, Treasurer 
        Jennifer Lightcap, Secretary  

           Matt Borneman            David Ellis  
 Jeff Evans  John Hassan 
 Chris Hillberg Steve Krehbiel  
 Sam Robinson  Joe Weil 

THE HEART CHURCH MINISTRIES  
OF CAMP DENNISON 

10048 Campbell St, Camp Dennison OH 45111 
513-831-5659 

Alfred B Winters Jr, Pastor 
10:45 am Sunday Worship Service 

7:00 pm Tues Night Bible Study & Perfecting Class 
2:30 pm 1st Saturdays, Ministry of Love at Heartland 

of Madeira Nursing Home 
7:00 pm 4th Friday Men & Women Fellowship (please 

call for Host/Hostess location for the month) 
 

INDIAN HILL EXEMPTED 
VILLAGE SCHOOL DISTRICT 

BOARD OF EDUCATION 
6855 Drake Rd., Cincinnati, Ohio 45243 

Nolan Marx, President 
Bear Tullis, Board Vice President 

Niki Singh, Craig Sumerel & Robert Warfel 
 

Mr. Kirk Koennecke, Supt.                272-4500 
Mick Davis, Treasurer                 272-4513 
Indian Hill High School                272-4550 
Indian Hill Middle School                272-4642 
Indian Hill Elementary School                272-4703 
Indian Hill Primary School                          272-4754 

 
RECREATION COMMISSION 

Sarah Fink,  Recreation Program Manager  979-6212 
www.indianhill.gov/recreation/recreation-commission/ 

Sean Callan, Chair 
Shellie Leder, Vice-Chair 
Richard Hartke, Secretary 

Andrew Byer, Council Representative 
 
 

INDIAN HILL HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
891-1873 

Mrs. Frank Welsh, President 
Mr. George Glover, Vice President 
Mrs. Rosemary Ballard, Secretary 

Mr. Chip Hunter, Treasurer 
 
 
 

ST. GERTRUDE PARISH 
6543 Miami Ave. 

Church 513-561-5954 
School 513-561-8020 

stgertrude.org 
Father John Paul Walker, O.P., Pastor 

Sister Mary Agnes Greiffendorf, O.P., Principal 
Mass Schedule: 

Daily: 7, 8 & 11:30 a.m. 
Saturday: 8, 11:30 a.m. & 4:30 p.m. 
Sunday: 8, 10 a.m. & 12 & 6 p.m. 

 
 
 

THE INDIAN HILL CLUB 
SWIM & TENNIS 

Dot Lane off Shawnee Run Road 
Across from St. Gertrude, www.ihclub.com 

 
INDIAN HILL WINTER CLUB 

10005 Fletcher Road 
Camp Dennison, OH 45111 

513-576-9444 
ihwinterclub.com 

 
CINCINNATI COUNTRY DAY SCHOOL 

6905 Given Road, Cincinnati, OH 45243 
513-561-7298 

Robert M. Zimmerman, Head of School 

ARMSTRONG CHAPEL UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH 

5125 Drake Road 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45243—561-4220 

www.armstrongchapel.org 
Www.armstrongpreschool.org 

David Brown, Lead Pastor 
8:20 a.m. Traditional Worship in Old Chapel 
9:40 a.m. Traditional Worship in Sanctuary 
10:30 a.m. Faith Infusion in Worship Center 

 
 

THE INDIAN HILL CHURCH 
Episcopal-Presbyterian 

6000 Drake Road 
513-561-6805 

The Rev. Simon Barnes, Episcopal Priest 
The Rev. Dr. Stephen Caine, Presbyterian Minister 

Jennifer Taylor, Dir. Of Children & Family Ministry 
Worship Schedule: Sunday 8:00 am & 10 am 

Educational Forums: Sundays at 9:00 am 
Childcare available during 9:00 forums and 10:00 services, 

Sunday School available during 10:00 services 
Amy Clark, Youth Director & Asst. Director of Music 

Phil Clary, Director of Music 
Sarah Dorger, Technology & Communications Coordinator 

 

 
CINCINNATI FRIENDS MEETING 

8075 Keller Road—513-791-0788 
www.cincinnatifriends.org 

Jim Newby, Minister 
SUNDAY: 

Adult Discussion 10:00 a.m. 
Meeting for Worship 11:00 a.m. 

(In person and via Zoom) 
Children’s Sunday School 11:00 a.m. 

Nursery and childcare provided 
 

SONRISE COMMUNITY CHURCH 
8136 Wooster Pike, Cincinnati, Ohio 45227 

513-576-6000 
www.sonrise-church.com 

Facebook: facebook.com/SonRiseCommunityChurch 
Twitter: @sonrisec 

Contemporary Worship & K-6 Programs: 
Sundays @ 9 a.m. & 11 a.m. 

Childcare provided at both services 
Jr. & Sr. High Sundays @ 6 p.m. 

 
HORIZON COMMUNITY CHURCH 

3950 Newtown Rd. 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45244 

 513-272-5800 www.horizoncc.com 
“Yours to Explore” 

Schedule of Sunday Services: 8:30 a.m. & 9:45 a.m. 
Equipping Service, 11:10 a.m. Exploring Service 

Separate programs offered for infants through high 
school students 

 
GREENACRES FOUNDATION 
8255 Spooky Hollow Road, 45242 

513-891-4227 
 

AUDIT REVIEW COMMITTEE 
Jeffrey Gibson, Chairperson 

Al Koncius   David Williams 
Michael Sewell  Paul C. Riordan 
 

CAMARGO HUNT ETB 1925 
Membership contact: purple@reagan.com 

Eileen Alexander 
Emily Conner 
Nikki Daley 
Terry Horan 
Ken Koster 

Dick Krehbiel 

Nancy Linz 
Pete McAdams 

Lachlan McLean 
Jim O’Driscoll 

Eppa Rixey 

Shayne Manning, Council Representative 

Melissa Cowan 
Mindy Hastie 

Pat Hinkley 

Jeff Gibson, Council Representative 
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The Village Council is 
proud to announce 
Colonel Charles 
“Chuck” Schlie as the 
2024 Grand Marshal for 
the 4th of July parade. 
Colonel Schlie, the 
beloved and respected 
Police Chief for Village 
of Indian Hill Rangers, 
will be retiring in 
September after thirty-

one years of dedicated service to the community. 
 
Upon graduating from Norwood High School, Chuck 
Schlie’s illustrious police career began by proudly serving 
his country as a member of the U.S. Marine Corp from 
1982 -1986.  Anyone who knows Chuck understands the 
deep respect, admiration and honor he holds for those who 
walked before, alongside and after him in the armed 
forces. He proudly displays his Marine Corp pin and is not 
shy in shouting “Ooh Ra” to his fellow Marines.  His 
passion for his country was on full display as he worked 
with the Village’s Veterans Committee to create the 
Veterans Memorial at Shawnee Run and Drake Roads and 
to hold the Veterans Day Observation on November 11th at 
11:00 a.m. every year. 
 
Prior to becoming an Indian Hill Ranger, Chuck was a 
Corrections Officer with the Hamilton County Sheriff’s 
Department (1986-1987) and a Patrol Officer with 
Colerain Township (1987-1989), the City of Glendale 
(1989-1992) and Amberely Village (1992-1993).  In 1993, 
Police Chief William “Bill” Wiebold and City Manager 
Mike Burns made the best decision to hire Chuck as an 
Indian Hill Ranger. 
 
Chuck’s commanding public safety skills, professionalism, 
leadership, integrity and genuine passion for the 
community made him quickly rise through the ranks and 

earned him respect from his department and colleagues.  In 
1999, he was promoted to Lieutenant and in 2006 he was 
promoted to Captain.  In 2017, Chuck was promoted to 
Chief of the Indian Hill Rangers where the rank of Colonel 
was bestowed upon him.   
 
Since 1993, in many ways, too numerous to mention, 
Chuck has been impactful. He led the department through 
a reorganization process, several dignitary visits, 
expansion of the Ranger headquarters, COVID-19 
regulations, residential growth, and significant expansion 
of Village coverage with developments such as Grand 
Valley and Meadows of Peterloon.  Chuck also was 
instrumental in starting the Village’s deer hunting program 
which was the first in Ohio and has been used as a sought-
after resource for many jurisdictions. 
 
Chuck’s interpersonal skills make him exceptional. 
Chuck’s presence stands out – whether its talking with 
families at the 4th of July, providing comfort during tragic 
times, being the voice of reason during conflict, bringing 
community people together such as with Community 
Dialogue Group, or giving dependable guidance to those 
who seek it. Chuck is everything to everyone.  He 
understands what it means to be an Indian Hill Ranger.  In 
fact, he defines it. 
 
Chuck and his wife Jo have raised a beautiful and close-
knit family.  Their daughters Karen (Michael), Samantha 
(Zach) and Alex and their son Nick (Maureen) have given 
them a combined four grandchildren – Abby, Cole, Brody 
and Casey- to spoil and enjoy!  The Schlie family always 
makes you feel welcomed. 

 
The Village of Indian Hill would like to thank Colonel 
Schlie for all that he has done for its residents.  His thirty-
one years of service will forever be engrained throughout 
the Village, and his contributions will never be forgotten.  
Indian Hill Council, staff and residents are honored to 
celebrate him. 

4
TH

 OF JULY PARADE GRAND MARSHAL  
COLONEL CHARLES “CHUCK” SCHLIE 

Village Council approved a 6% water rate increase after three 
readings on May 20, 2024.  Please refer to past Bulletin 
articles or www.indianhill.gov for more information. 

This increase will begin July 1, 2024 and will have the 
following average monetary effects: 

• A minimum bill for a 5/8” meter will increase by $4.42/
quarter or $1.47/month 

• A minimum bill for a 1” meter will increase by $6.80/

quarter or $2.27/month 
• A minimum bill for a 1.5” meter will increase by $10.20/

quarter or $3.40/month 
• A minimum bill for a 2” meter will increase by $18.70/

quarter or $6.23/month 
 
These increases are estimates and will vary based on usage. If 
you have questions regarding the water rate increase being 
considered, please do not hesitate to contact the 
Administration Office at 513-561-6500. 

WATER RATE INCREASE TO START IN JULY 

http://www.indianhill.gov
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Through the generous donation of 
the Clarke Family, the Madeira & 
Indian Hill Joint Fire District 
acquired a house, set for 
demolition, to train in for the month 
of April. The house and property 
were recently purchased by Indian 

Hill Residents, Tim and Sue Clarke. They contacted a 
demolition company and told them to allow MIHJFD to 
train in it prior to demolition. The opportunity to train in 
an acquired structure is rare. Sometimes the condition of 
the home is so dilapidated that we can do very little 
training. However, this house was in good condition and 
located in an excellent location. This house's biggest 
benefit was the chance to train with our mutual aid 
partners. We regularly train with our mutual aid partners 
to the east of us at the Loveland Fire Training Tower. 
However, we do not have those same opportunities with 
our partners to the west. We contacted Little Miami, 
Sycamore and Montgomery and asked if they could train, 
and they gladly jumped at the occasion. Crews trained 
together on hose stretches, rescue drags and carries, 
forcible entry, search techniques, ventilation methods and 
other multi-company operations. What makes this 
opportunity so special and rare is that we got to train with 
live fire conditions. With careful preparation and planning 
from each of the fire departments, we conducted two days 
of live fire training. Preparation and planning were guided 
by national standards and state regulations regarding live 
fire training.  

 

The first day, crews were tasked with performing a long 
stretch with several hard to negotiate turns to get to the 
fire room. Negotiating turns in tight quarters is difficult 
and crew members must work together with little to zero 
visibility in an environment with temperatures reaching 
400- 500 degrees four to five feet off the ground. Crews 
extinguished the fire while another crew searched the 
upper floor and performed rescues. There were two 
manikins the crews had to find and bring them to an 
awaiting EMS crew. We performed six evolutions of that 
scenario on the first day. On the second day, we 
performed six more evolutions, this time on the upper 
floor.  
 
In two days of training, we had over 60 firefighters that 
trained with live fire conditions and that number and more 
in the previous two weeks. We could not be more grateful 
to Tim and Sue Clarke, Evan’s Landscaping, Indian Hill 
Water Works and the neighbors surrounding 7800 
Calderwood Lane. We are truly fortunate to have such 
outstanding support for the firefighters of Madeira & 
Indian Hill Joint Fire District. 

LIVE FIRE TRAINING ON CALDERWOOD LANE 

The Village of Indian Hill’s July 4th parade and festivities 
will take place on Thursday, July 4, 2024. The parade 
begins at Cincinnati Country Day School at 10:00 a.m. 
The parade will travel along Given Road to Shawnee Run 
to Stephan Field. The parade will be led by the 2024 Grand 
Marshal – Colonel Chuck Schlie, Chief of Rangers. Thank 
you to Porsche of the Village and Mercedes-Benz of 
Cincinnati for providing vehicles for our Village Council 
and Grand Marshal to ride in.  
 
Immediately following the parade there will be food 
(available for purchase), fun and music by the “Most 
Wanted Band” at Stephan Field. Other festivities include: 
entertaining stilt walkers and balloon artistry, face 
painting, an inflatable slide and obstacle course and 
various activities for all ages under the “Big Tent” in the 
center of the festival. Village employees will staff 
information booths to answer questions about services and 
programs.  
 
In keeping with tradition, the Village will sponsor a 
fireworks display to finish a spectacular day. Be ready 

with your blanket or chair for a fabulous fireworks show 
which will begin at approximately 9:45 p.m. Please make 
plans to arrive early and be especially aware of pedestrian 
traffic. Drake Road at Shawnee Run Road will be closed at 
the start of the fireworks and will re-open immediately 
afterwards. Rangers will be on hand to assist with the 
traffic flow and to keep vehicles moving, but your patience 
would be appreciated as traffic will move slowly.  
 
Volunteers are still needed for the event. This is a great 
opportunity for any student that is in need of community 
service hours. Any adult or student that is interested in 
volunteering, please contact Sarah Fink at 
sfink@indianhill.gov  
 
Independence Day celebrates America – its history, its 
origin, its founders. It provides us with an opportunity to 
remember those who have given so much for their country. 
Please remember to honor those who fought for our 
freedoms by visiting the Veterans Memorial across from 
Stephan Field. 

VILLAGE OF INDIAN HILL’S JULY 4
TH

 CELEBRATION 

mailto:sfink@indianhill.gov
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On this hallowed day, we pause to reflect upon the 
profound sacrifices made by our fallen heroes. Memorial 
Day is a time when we come together as a grateful nation 
to pay tribute to those who have laid down their lives to 
safeguard our freedom, protect our values, and preserve 
our way of life. 

 

Their courage knew no bounds as they faced danger and 
adversity on battlefields far from home, dedicating 
themselves to a cause greater than any one person.   

 

Roughly 250 years ago, men left their homes and families 
to shoulder the burden of fighting the Revolutionary War 
at the beginning of our great country.  Since then, over 1.3 
million Americans have died in the line of duty fighting 
wars in the United States, Europe, Korea, Vietnam, Iraq, 
Afghanistan, the Philippines, Mexico, and more. 

 

It is through their sacrifice that we enjoy the blessings of 
liberty and the privileges of living in a free society. Our 
fallen heroes understood that freedom is not free. It comes 
at a great cost. They willingly embraced that cost so that 
we may live in a land of opportunity, where dreams can be 
realized and aspirations can be achieved. 

 

We remember the brave soldiers who stormed the beaches 
of Normandy, the courageous Marines who fought 
valiantly in the jungles of Vietnam, the dedicated airmen 
who soared through the skies defending our air space, the 
sailors who braved treacherous waters in defense of our 
maritime interests and the countless soldiers who served in 
conflicts around the world. Each and every one of them 
answered the call of duty, understanding the magnitude of 
their responsibilities.   

 

Today is also a day to honor the families who have 
endured the pain of losing a loved one in conflict. Their 
sacrifice is immeasurable. They have carried the burden of 
grief, yet they have remained resilient, supporting one 
another and holding onto the memories of their fallen 
heroes. Their strength and resilience inspire us all.   

 

We remember this day as well those who supported the 
troops from back home.  I would now like to share with 
you a wartime story that is stamped upon the historical 
archives of the Village of Indian Hill.  When her son 
enlisted during World War II, Mrs. Stanley Rowe informed 
her husband, “You know what I think I’ll do? I’ll gather up 
the news of what’s going on at home, and send it out to 
our son and his friends so they won’t be so homesick, and 
when they write back, I’ll send out their own news to each 
other. I’ll be sort of a carrier pigeon”  On October 10, 

1942, Issue No. 1 of The Carrier Pigeon was ready, with 
the words “This is the first of a number of papers specially 
published for you – the boys and men in the services who 
have gone from our families… You are always in our 
thoughts and prayers and we want you to know 
it…”  Dorothy Rowe had help from Mrs. Robert Black and 
several other Indian Hill residents with children serving 
overseas.  The Indian Hill Church published the 
homegrown newspaper. 

 

From Chunking, China to the jungles of Burma, the 
swamps of Okinawa, the deserts of Africa, and the front 
lines in Italy, France, and Germany, word went forth to 
141 Indian Hill servicemen serving in World War 
II.  Replete with war stories and full of emotion and 
humor, the 17 editions of The Carrier Pigeon boosted the 
morale of all involved.  One of the most telling stories in 
The Carrier Pigeon is the story of an Indian Hill airman 
whose engines shutdown mid-flight in the middle of the 
night on a navigation run.  In his own words shared with 
The Carrier Pigeon, “I fell out backward into the black of 
night.  We were going about 200 miles per hour so when 
the air current hit me it threw me over and over.  I had 
trouble getting my hands on the rip cord.  The night was so 
black I could not see the ground.  I hit the ground very 
hard.  When the crew came back one-by-one, you cannot 
imagine how glad we were to see each other”.  Other 
letters sent into The Carrier Pigeon include gripping 
stories from a wartime prisoner of war, tales of aircraft 
crash landings, the unfortunate death of the youngest boy 
on the mailing list, as well as some much-needed comic 
relief.  One serviceman happily cabled his bride after his 
promotion and said “I don’t have to salute your father 
anymore”. 

 

When the war ended, the returning Indian Hill servicemen 
sought to honor Mrs. Rowe, who had kept them bonded 
through her efforts. They presented her with a large silver 
punch bowl, signed by all 141 subscribers and the names 
of the four deceased. The next time you visit the Rowe 
Arboretum, the property donated to the Village by Dorothy 
& Stanley Rowe, please remember her wartime newspaper 
The Carrier Pigeon, which she created to strengthen the 
morale of the Indian Hill World War II soldiers and is such 
a unique facet of our Village history. 

 

As we pay tribute today to the heroes of prior conflicts, let 
us also express our gratitude to the men and women who 
continue to serve in our Armed Forces. They stand on the 
frontlines, defending our nation and its ideals. They 
embody the spirit of service and dedication that defines 

(Continued on page 6) 

MAYOR KREHBIEL’S MEMORIAL DAY SPEECH  
AT ARMSTRONG CHAPEL 



June 26, 2024 —Indian Hill Bulletin— Page 6 

our military and ensures the security and prosperity of our 
nation. They carry forward the torch lit by their fallen 
comrades, honoring their memory through their actions.   

 

On this Memorial Day, let us renew our commitment to 
honoring the sacrifices of our fallen heroes. Let us strive to 
build a society worthy of their sacrifice, a society that 
upholds the values they fought and died for. Let us come 
together as one nation, bound by the shared belief in 
freedom and justice, and work tirelessly to protect and 
preserve the liberties we hold dear. 

May we never forget the valor and bravery of those who 
have given their lives in defense of our nation. May their 
memory be etched in our hearts forever. And may we also 
remember that the price of freedom is paid with the blood 
of heroes. 

 

May God bless our military, our veterans and their 
families, may God bless the Village of Indian Hill, and 
may God Bless the United States of America. 

 

Thank you    

(Continued from page 5) 

ROWE ARBORETUM GRATEFULLY THANKS OUR 
2024 MEMBERS AND CONTRIBUTORS 

Thus far in 2024, the following individuals have joined and/or contributed to the Rowe 
Arboretum.  These members and contributors provide crucial support for the Arboretum, 
allowing it to maintain and improve its collection.  
 

 
  Eileen Alexander     Rebecca Bachschmidt & Joseph Cheng 
  Ann & Todd Bailey     B.C. Nursery 
  Elizabeth & John Betagole    Cynthia Cassell   
  Edward Comiskey     Carol Comiskey   
  Melissa & Grant Cowan     Thomas Crutchfield 
  Jennifer & Brian Davis     Dirt Daubers Garden Club 
  Claudia Eihausen     Martha Feller     
  Lily & Mariano Fernandez    Michi Fujimoto 
  Garden Club of Cincinnati    Sarah Kroger & Adam Gardner 
  Susan & James Gibbs     Sandy & Tom Haffner 
  Mindy Hastie & Tim Goldsmith    Lynne & Christopher Helm   
  Kim & Michael Hoeting     Campbell & John Jolly 
  Emily & Joe Kim     Cynthia King    
  Ruby, Kenneth & Kristine Krantz   Trish & Stephen Krehbiel   
  Aileen & Shayne Manning    Wendy & Pete McAdams   
  Anne McIntyre      Tim Meyer    
  Dina Minneci      Lora & Eric Newman    
  Wanda Nichols      M. Kathryn & Stephen Novak 
  Kristen & Jim O’Driscoll    Debra Oliver 
  Robert Oliver      Timothy Peters 
  Marlyn Rabenold     Irene & Daniel Randolph 
  Carol Reubel      Dan Riehle     
  Becky Riehle      J. Timothy Riker    
  Laura Roman      Dede Rowe    
  Catherine & Tim Rush-Ossenbeck   Cherie & Martin Silverstein  
  Deborah & Russell Sims    Genevieve Brizuela Stephens  
  Sycamore Ridge Apiary     Victoria M.  Tavares    
  Naoma & Ernest Thomas    Kelly Watson     
  Matthew Wenker     Jon West  
    

In return for their generosity, members receive 10% off at participating nurseries, early bird access to spring and fall 
plant sales, discounts on plant sale items, a free seedling grown from an arboretum specimen, the Rowe Newsletter, and 

admission privileges and/or discounts at over 300 gardens in North America. 
 

It is not too late to become a member of the Rowe Arboretum.  Please find a membership form at indianhill.gov. 
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Village children were invited to 

choose a seedling at the 2024 Rowe 

Arboretum Plant Sale & Indian Hill 

Earth Day celebration. This year, over 350 native species 

seedlings were distributed, thanks to a generous donation 

from Bartlett Tree Experts. In addition, members of the 

Rowe Arboretum received a Pine Tree seedling. The 

success of this annual event is thanks to our wonderful 

Rowe Arboretum staff, many vendors, and volunteers from 

the Indian Hill Green Areas Advisory Committee. This 

year, students from the Xavier University Institute for 

Healthcare Improvement Club volunteered. Thanks to 

Lauren Sauer and Kate Mulkey from Nursing, and Ella 

Bavis, representing Health Services Administration. Kate 

said, “I was surprised by how much I learned about native 

trees and plants and it was so much fun talking to the 

kids!” 

Many thanks to our vendors, all of whom sold out! We’re 

looking forward to watching our new plants and trees 

grow, and planning for next year! 

To become a member of the Rowe Arboretum: https://
indianhill.gov/recreation/rowe-arboretum/ 
 

Nikki Daley explains the different 

types of seedlings to residents. 

(left to right): Tony Wetzel, Trevor 

House, and Rowe Arboretum 

Manager Jason Donovan show off 

their wares. 

left to right): Xavier University IHI 

Club volunteers Lauren Sauer, Ella 

Bavis, Dr. Eileen Alexander, and 

Kate Mulkey.  

 
(left to right): Shayne Manning, IH 
City council, Eileen Alexander IH 
Green Areas Advisory Committee, 
Chris Daeger owner BC Nursery, 
Batavia, Ohio  https://rngr.net/
marketplace/directory/bcnursery/
view 

ROWE ARBORETUM PLANT SALE & INDIAN HILL  
EARTH DAY CELEBRATION 

Indian Hill High School and Green 
Acres host a watershed class every 
year, where students can participate 
in assessing the water quality of the 
local creeks. Each student is assigned 
a water quality parameter to research 
and keep track of. At the end of the 
year, we give a presentation to the 

city council with a summary of our results and 
recommendations on how to improve them for the future. 
What follows is an overview of what we found this year. 

 
While all of the Indian Hill 
creeks are considered “good” in 
terms of water quality, there 
were a few issues our class 
noticed, both new and old.  For 
one, chloride levels have been a 
year-round problem for a long 
time. High chlorides are 
expected in the winter when 
road salt is applied to keep the 

roadways safe for drivers, but these remain high in the 
spring and fall. Another problem is the high fecal coliform 
levels in many of the creeks. This can be dangerous to any 
person or animal, including kids and pets, who drinks from 
or plays in the creeks. Parameters for phosphate levels 
were also changed this year. The acceptable level was 
significantly lowered to better reflect new research, 
resulting in phosphate’s classification as unacceptably 
high. Additionally, the turbidity, or cloudiness, of the 
water had instances of being so high, we could not process 
it. This was usually caused by either erosion following big 
storms or a very low water level in the creek. Many 
unacceptable categories also play into each other; for 
example, high chloride levels lead to high pH as well. 
High phosphate levels lead to increased activity in the 
stream, which, in turn, increases biological oxygen 
demand. 
  
Thankfully, there is much we as a community can do to 
remedy these problems. Performing regular maintenance 
on septic systems can prevent them from breaking and 

(Continued on page 8) 

INDIAN HILL CREEKS BY OLIVER STETTLER 

https://indianhill.gov/recreation/rowe-arboretum/
https://indianhill.gov/recreation/rowe-arboretum/
https://rngr.net/marketplace/directory/bcnursery/view
https://rngr.net/marketplace/directory/bcnursery/view
https://rngr.net/marketplace/directory/bcnursery/view
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leaking sewage into the water. Reducing our use of 
synthetic fertilizers by switching to compost decreases the 
amount of phosphates that get into runoff. Rain gardens 
and permeable pavers for patios and driveways help 
reduce the amount of runoff that enters our streams in the 
first place. Chlorides can be a little trickier to deal with, as 
road salt that contains chloride is very effective at 
preventing dangerous road icing. However, there are 
effective alternatives. Sand and beet juice, for example, 
can help prevent road icing in the same way as road salt, 
but without the chlorides. The turbidity can be improved 
through the planting of trees and other native plants along 
the bank of the creek, also called a riparian zone. While 
the problems play into each other, so do the solutions. For 
example, rain gardens that reduce runoff improve both 
phosphate levels and turbidity. 
Every small step we take towards healthier watersheds 

may not seem like much, but they can add up. Hopefully, 

even groups as early as next year's class will begin to see 

improvements if we take action now. 

 

 

(Continued from page 7) 

The Ladies of Charity at St. Gertrude’s Church will host its 
44th annual “Treasure Mart” on Saturday, July 13 from 9 a.m.
- 2 p.m. in the Parish Center, 6543 Miami Avenue, Madeira. 
All funds raised provide much needed support to the very 
poorest of our neighbors. Buyers will find great bargains - just 
in time for outfitting college housing!   

 If you are ready to say “goodbye” to household and yard 
items, small appliances, clothing, toys, and sports equipment, 
the group will gladly accept your donations! Please contact 
Jean Wilkinson at 513-498-5085 for more information. 

TO BUY OR SAY “GOODBYE” – ST. GERTRUDE TREASURE MART 

“Indian Hill Creeks” is written by members of Indian Hill 

High School’s Watershed class under the direction of Ms. 

Kaitlin Shurts. 

Scammers frequently try to 
trick you into clicking on 
malicious links in emails 
by making them appear 
legitimate. In a recent 
scam, they are trying to 

trick you with an email that appears to be related to your 
Microsoft account security. The email says that there has 
been some unusual activity on your account and that many 
of your account’s features have been locked. There is a 
link in the email, along with instructions to click it so that 
you can review all activity on your account. 
 
If you click the link, you’ll be taken to what appears to be 
a Microsoft login page. However, the login page is 
actually fake, and you won’t be taken to your Microsoft 
account if you enter your login information here. Instead, 

entering your user credentials on this page will allow 
cybercriminals to steal them. Once they have your 
username and password, they can use them to access your 
account and steal your personal information. 
 
Follow these tips to avoid falling victim to a phishing 
scam: 
 
• Scammers will often try to scare you into acting 

impulsively. Always stop and think before clicking, 
especially if an email is instructing you to act quickly. 

• Pay attention to the details of the email. Phishing 
emails will often contain spelling and grammatical 
errors, or the wording of the email may seem unusual. 

• Navigate to the official website in your browser 
whenever possible. Clicking a link in an email may 
direct you to a fake or malicious website. 

SCAM OF THE MONTH: Fake Login Fiasco 



June 26, 2024—Indian Hill Bulletin— Page 9 

Rob Seigmann, resident and business owner, 
would like to announce a Shred and Recycle 
event, which will take place on Saturday morning, 
July 13th, 2024, from 10am to 12pm at 4665 
Cornell Rd (corner of Reed Hartman and Cornell), 
Blue Ash, OH 45241. This event is part of his 
effort to help the community prevent identity theft 
and promote the recycling of unwanted sensitive 
paperwork and certain technology devices. He is 
proud to partner with Royal Document 
Destruction and Cohen Recycling for this 
initiative. 

Event Services include: 
• Paper Shredding and Recycling: Our team 

will unload your boxes or bags and ensure 
they are properly destroyed and recycled by 
Royal Document Destruction. 

• Computer Data Destruction and Recycling: 
Cohen Recycling will collect, transport, and 
destroy unwanted computer towers, laptops, 
tablets, and cellphones. We are unable to 
accept other electronic waste such as 
monitors, TVs, stereos, printers, or small 
appliances. 

Resident in the Spotlight 

On June 4, 2024, members and guests of the Dirt Daubers 
Garden Club of Indian Hill held their annual June 
Luncheon at a member’s home in Indian Hill.  This annual 
luncheon is a long-time tradition which allows members to 
bring and share a lunch dish. The luncheon was preceded 
by a meeting which included thanking the current officers 
for an enjoyable and informative year of programs.  After 
conducting the business , everyone enjoyed the luncheon 
with good company and discussions.   
 
The Dirt Daubers Garden Club of Indian Hill members 
and guests meet the first Tuesday of the month from 

September to June.  There is a special emphasis is to have 
interesting topics in gardening and related programs.  In 
addition, the club supports service programs, some of 
which include the Indian Hill “Reforest the Hill” program, 
Rowe Arboretum and other gardening ventures in and 
around Indian Hill.  The Dirt Daubers will spend the 
summer working on gardening projects and will have our 
next meeting on Tuesday, September 3, 2024. 
 
If anyone is interested in more information about the Club, 
you are invited to contact Ingrid Daoud 
at ingdaoud@gmail.com 

DIRT DAUBERS GARDEN CLUB OF INDIAN HILL NEWS 

The Armed Forces Tickets 
Association (AFTA) - 
Cincinnati is happy to 
announce their new President, 
Dr. Ann Kearney-Cooke.  
 
AFTA’s mission is to show 
gratitude to active military 
men, women, and families by 

making available free or discounted tickets for the 
arts, professional sports teams and other local 
events. Community partners donate unsold event 
tickets, and we deliver them to military families. 
 

“My father was in the Navy during World War II 
and he often talked about his experiences during 
that time, including how military families 
struggled financially with the challenge of only 
one person being left at home. So, when Joyce 
Elkus, founder of AFTA, asked me to join the 
board several years ago, I saw it as a chance to 
give back to the military families who keep our 
country safe!” commented Dr. Cooke. 
 
If you are interested in volunteering or donating 
tickets to AFTA contact Ann Kearney-Cooke at 
513-545-1614. 

Resident in the Spotlight 

about:blank
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When thinking of July Fourth, we think barbeques, 
fireworks, spending time with friends and family – but it’s 
also a time to celebrate all the freedoms we have. So, with 
Independence Day almost upon us, we would like to 
reflect about freedom. 
  

Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the 
Lord is, there is freedom. 

2 Corinthians 3:17 
 
Everyone here at Armstrong Chapel wishes you and your 
family a safe and happy 4th of July holiday! 
  
July is filled with fun activities for all ages. Reminder to 
all Golf enthusiasts and novices alike our 5th Annual Golf 
Scramble hosted by Armstrong Men is coming up this 
month.  Are you ready for a day of friendly competition 
and camaraderie to support several worthy causes. The sun 
will be shining, and the grass will be manicured for July 
12 from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM at the Hamilton Elks Golf 
Club.  This event will be a shotgun start that brings the 
community together for a good time while also raising 
crucial funds for Madisonville Braves, Inter Parish 
Ministries, and the Freestore Food Bank. Be sure to 
register by the beginning of July, either as an individual or 

you can even do a four-person team with male, female, 
and co-ed groups all encouraged to share in the 
tournament. 
  
Teenagers get your swimsuit and water shoes it is time to 
hit the river. On July 14th from 2:00-4:00pm, Armstrong 
Youth is going to hit the water for a kayaking trip. Teens 
of all experience levels are welcome to share in this 
peaceful day as we paddle down a scenic river surrounded 
by nature. Contact Sara O’Connor 
@soconnor@armstrongchapel.org if you are interested in 
sharing in the fun! 
  
Armstrong offers many small groups that focus on 
different areas.  One of our newest groups, the Young 
Couples Small Group started a dinner night to get 
connected.  They get together one Friday a month; our 
next dinner is on July 12th from 6:00 pm to 7:30 
pm.  Young Couples are invited to meet new friends and 
make lasting relationships while having dinner and fun.   If 
you are interested contact our Associate Pastor, Sara 
O’Connor @soconnor@armstrongchapel.org. 
  
Looking for a position this fall to mold the minds of young 

(Continued on page 11) 

CREATE A SPARK IN THE COMMUNITY  
THIS JULY AT ARMSTRONG CHAPEL 

The 101st year of the Indian Hill 
Garden Club’s Country Market will 
take place on September 14, 2024 
from 11AM to 3PM at the Indian Hill 
Church, 6000 Drake Road.  All are 
welcome and encouraged to attend. 
 
Country Market is a throw-back to a 
bygone era that celebrates the beauty, 
and abundant bounty, of the Village 

of Indian Hill.  The market will offer floral arrangements, 
homemade jams, jellies and fresh baked goods by Indian 
Hill Garden Club members, wine pull, blue grass band, 
petting zoo, and kids crafts. A few lucky winners will be 
drawn from the raffle and a food truck picnic lunch and 
various beverages will be available.  In addition, a 
selection of choice vendors will offer unique gifts, 
gardening tools and supplies, and specialty home goods. 
Whether you’re in need of seasonal decorating items, or 
getting a jump start on your holiday gift list, don’t miss 
this lovingly curated open air market.   
 
Since 1923, the Indian Hill Garden Club has hosted the 

Country Market, which directly benefits various 
philanthropies for the Village of Indian Hill including 
Rowe Arboretum, Turner Farm, Redbird Hollow and 
Radio Range Park.  This year, a portion of the proceeds 
will be dedicated to several beautification projects around 
the village, such as Given Road near Red Bird Hollow, and 
the intersections of Buckingham and Cunningham, 
Muchmore and Miami, and Annesdale and Miami.   
 
Country Market co-chairs are Leigh Anne Meurer and 
Nicci Conn.  All 60 members of the Indian Hill Garden 
Club work together to make the fundraiser a beautiful and 
bucolic day.  Come celebrate the beauty of our village and 
enjoy a sense of community, nature, gardening, food and 
family. 

INDIAN HILL GARDEN CLUB’S  
101

ST
 ANNUAL COUNTRY MARKET SEPTEMBER 14, 2024 
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This summer, Trees & Trails Foundation will continue our 
monthly trail clearings, and we hope you'll join us. It's a 
fantastic opportunity to experience the beauty of our 
forests and streams up close while contributing to 
rewarding community projects. 
 
All sessions begin at 8:30 a.m. at various locations to be 
announced. Please sign up on our website, www.trees-
trails.org, for details on the meeting locations, 
recommended attire, and what to bring. The upcoming trail 
clearing dates are: 
 

• Saturday, July 15 

• Saturday, August 17 

• Saturday, September 21 

Additionally, we will be hosting Member Meetings in June 
and August. These meetings are open to anyone interested 
in joining our group or learning more about our projects. 
Meetings will start at 5:00 p.m. and will be held at the 
Village Administration Building, 6525 Drake Road, in the 
Council Chambers. Please RSVP if you plan to attend at 
www.trees-trails.org. The meeting dates are: 
 

• Thursday, June 27 

• Thursday, August 22 

In the meantime, we hope you are enjoying the beautiful 
summer weather. Stay tuned for new projects and 
educational opportunities coming this fall! 

JOIN US FOR SUMMER TRAIL CLEARING AND MEMBER MEETINGS! 

The Indian Hill School District is pleased to share the 

announcement of four new annual awards presented by the 

Board of Education to partners and staff members who have 

proven to be champions of students. The debut award 

presentation took place during the regularly scheduled Board 

meeting on Tuesday, May 28, and celebrated four individuals 

who exemplify the #IHPromise.  

  

“It is our honor to celebrate these amazing individuals who 

have contributed in significant ways to creating an 

unparalleled experience for our students that is truly uniquely 

Indian Hill,” said Indian Hill CEO/Superintendent Kirk 

Koennecke. “We congratulate these amazing partners, and 

we look forward to this recognition becoming an annual 

event.” 

   

 

  

2024 Honorees and Awards: 

  

Brave Champion Partner Award 

The Board of Education will present the Brave Champion 

Partner Award annually to the Brave community member or 

organization demonstrating unwavering commitment and 

positive support to the District, its students, and staff.  

This year’s honoree is Indian Hill Rangers Chief Chuck 

Schlie.  

  

Superintendent’s Steward Award 

Selected by the Superintendent and presented by the Board of 

Education, this award honors a staff member or a partner/

community organization who has clearly demonstrated 

positive leadership of students, and champions the District, 

furthering the #IHPromise. 

This year’s honoree is Shelli Wineland. 

(Continued on page 20) 

INDIAN HILL BOARD OF EDUCATION  

HONORS FOUR CHAMPIONS OF STUDENTS 

kids?  Armstrong Preschool is hiring for the 2024-2025 
school year! Looking for fun, energetic, and loving 
individuals to become part of our team. Lead and assistant 
teacher position available 4 days a week, Monday–
Thursday. Education degree preferred but not required. 
Contact the director, Amy Voss, at 
avoss@armstrongchapel.org if you or you know of 
someone that would be interested. 
  
Armstrong, Indian Hill Church, and Found House/
Interfaith Housing Network (IHN) are looking for 
volunteers to help with hosting 4 families in need from 
July 28th to August 3rd. By volunteering your time and 

services, you can provide critical support and compassion 
to these families as they work to get into permanent 
housing. Consider preparing a home-cooked meal and 
delivering it to the families staying at the church, 
providing nourishment as well as a human connection. Or 
volunteer to be an evening host, welcoming the families, 
visiting with them, and making them feel cared for. No act 
of service is too small. 
  
Armstrong Chapel opens its doors wide this summer to 
welcome new faces and friends to share in the power of 
faith. To find out more about these events and more visit 
our website at www.armstrongchapel.org. 

(Continued from page 10) 

http://www.trees-trails.org
http://www.trees-trails.org
http://www.trees-trails.org
mailto:avoss@armstrongchapel.org
http://www.armstrongchapel.org/
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Thank you to our Indian Hill community for helping us kick off Summer with a successful first annual “Meet the Fleet” 
event. On Friday, May 31 the weather was perfect for an interactive morning exploring various vehicles at Livingston 
Park. A special thank you to our Village Council, Village staff and our many departments who supported as well as 
participated in the event. The vehicles and interaction from staff provided by the Rangers, Public Works, Water Works, 
Parks, Grand Valley, Joint Fire District Madeira/Indian Hill Station 64, and the Hamilton County SWAT, made the 
event so special.  Please go to indianhill.gov/recreation/recreation-commission for more photos! 

MEET THE FLEET 
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The summer fun continues as we enter July. Space is still 
available in our IH Rec Summer Camps. Don’t miss out 
on the fun, secure your spot today!  
 
IH Rec Soccer Camp 
• We have once again partnered with Brazilian United 

Soccer to host a soccer camp this Summer the 
Livingston Park soccer fields. Camp is July 29-August 
2 for ages 4 to 16 (participants will be grouped by age 
and ability). Registration is open, please visit https://
brazilianunited.com/indian-hill/ for more information 
and to register.  
 

IH Rec Tennis Camp 
• The Indian Hill Recreation Commission is pleased to 

partner with Skyhawks Sports Camps to offer a 
Summer Tennis Camp at Stephan Park. Camp is July 
22-26 from 9:00 am-12:00 pm for ages 5-12 
(participants will be grouped by age and ability). 
Registration is open, please visit https://
secure.rec1.com/OH/indian-hill-village-oh/catalog for 
more information and to register. 
 

QUESTIONS? Please reach out to Recreation Program 
Manager, Sarah Fink at sfink@indianhill.gov for questions 
and more information.  

IHRC SUMMER CAMP OPPORTUNITIES 

As we wrap up the 2024 Spring season, we wanted to take a 
moment and thank our Indian Hill families who support our 
Recreational Sports programming. In total over 1,035 
children participated this season in Baseball, Lacrosse, 
Soccer, Softball, Track, and Boys Volleyball. What a great 
season! Thank you to our volunteer coaches, participants, 
and parents for making this Spring Season a success. Please 
enjoy a few pictures from the season that were shared with 
us.  Please go to indianhill.gov/recreation/recreation-
commission for more photos! 

THANK YOU FOR A GREAT SPRING REC SPORTS SEASON! 

https://brazilianunited.com/indian-hill/
https://brazilianunited.com/indian-hill/
https://secure.rec1.com/OH/indian-hill-village-oh/catalog
https://secure.rec1.com/OH/indian-hill-village-oh/catalog
mailto:sfink@indianhill.gov
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At Cincinnati Country Day School, our students have a 
long history of high achievement on the national language 
exams. 
 
The National French Contest, Le Grand Concours, is 
sponsored annually by the American Association of 
Teachers of French. This year, students in the Middle 
School and Upper School received 10 gold, 18 silver, and 
four bronze medals. The following students are 
recognized as lauréat national for scoring in the top 10% 
nationally: 
 
• French Level 01: Silver Medal: Alhassan Bah `29, 

Linden Batts `29, Dominique Makasiar `29, Aria 
Neilkumar `29 Bronze Medal: Camila Garcia-Altuve 
`29 

• French Level 1: Gold Medal: Sophie Corwin `28, 
Margot Edmondson `28, Olivia Ims `28 Silver Medal: 
Sam Driehaus `28, Emily Falkingham `28, Eleni Ni 
`28, Eric Niu `27 Bronze Medal: Ved Deshmukh `27  

• French Level 2: Gold Medal: Emily Connolly `27, 
Gertrude Lazarus `27, Evelyn Ni `27, Minna Vens `27 
Silver Medal: Aly Bah `27, Andrea Sgro Plaut `27 

• French Level 3: Gold Medal: Irene Oroza Tamaral 
`26 and Shiva Shyam `26 Silver Medal: Adam Arebi 
`25, Victoria Quintero `25 Bronze Medal: Noor 
Elkasaby `26 

• French Level 4: Silver Medal: Jack Monroe `25 and 
Vic Quintero `25 Bronze Medal: Alessandra Garcia-
Altuve `25 

• French Level 5: Gold Medal: Louisa Joy `25 Silver 
Medal: Rana Arebi `24, Aminata Bah `24, Alexis 
Bonniol `27, Daniel Sgro-Plaut `24 

 
Félicitations to this year’s winners and thanks to the 

faculty – Ellen Evans, Rachel Corwin, and Jeanette Hecker 
– for encouraging academic excellence in language. 
 
Every year students across the nation compete on the 
National Spanish Exam sponsored by the American 
Association of Teachers of Spanish and Portuguese. This 
year, students in the Middle School and Upper School 
earned a total of five gold medals, 11 silver medals, and 
12 bronze medals in the Ohio Buckeye Chapter.  
 
• Spanish Level 01: Silver Medal: Lili Sancrant `29, 

Itish Singh `29 Bronze Medal: Ronan Bhati `29, 
Ethan Kern `29, Brooke Lindner `29, Kylie Smith `29 

• Spanish Level 1: Gold Medal: Dima Chernovol `28 
Silver Medal: Ray Chen `28, Charli Fangman `28, 
Noor Machmouchi `28 Bronze Medal: Stella Duong 
`28, Cameron Orr `28, Tyler Spence `28, Lenn 
Zimmermann `28 

• Spanish Level 2: Silver Medal: Jessica Chen `26, 
Yihe Zhang `26, Autumn Rinaldi `27, Matthew Wood 
`27 Bronze Medal: Ria Patel `27, Roxy Vollmer `27 

• Spanish Level 3: Gold Medal: Jason Starodub `26 
Silver Medal: Jordan Lowe `25 

• Spanish Level 4: Gold Medal: Gabriel Benitez `26 
Silver Medal: Nik Shah `25 Bronze Medal: Donovan 
Gray `25, Ashley Odom `25 

• Spanish Level 5: Gold Medal: Marley Handler `24, 
Gigi Macias-Jaime `24 Silver Medal: Jordis Martin 
`24 

 
¡Felicidades! to all this year’s winners and thanks to the 
faculty – Daniela Melo, Rick Schoeny, Jessica Hall, 
Malena Castro, Angela Suarez, and Laura Wilson – for 
helping our students achieve their potential in Spanish. 
 

CINCINNATI COUNTRY DAY SCHOOL STUDENTS HAVE  
HIGH ACHIEVEMENT ON THE NATIONAL LANGUAGE EXAMS 

The Class of 2023 inductees 
are: 
Burke Byer `97 
Meredith Hilleary `00 
Peter Kistinger `07 
Coach Tim Dunn 
 

“This event is always one of the highlights of the year,” 
said Rob Zimmerman `98, head of school. “The stories of 
how Country Day changed the lives of our student-athletes 
never fail to inspire me, and they reaffirm my faith in the 
power of athletics as an essential element of a well-

rounded education. At Country Day, we firmly believe that 
athletics are not simply an extracurricular activity; they are 
central to our mission of creating leaders.” 
 
The purpose of the Athletic Hall of Fame is to honor 
former Country Day athletes, coaches, and members of our 
community who have contributed to the strong tradition of 
Country Day athletics. 
 
Burke Byer `97 

According to Tim Dunn, “Winning follows Burke 
(Continued on page 15) 

CINCINNATI COUNTRY DAY SCHOOL  
CLASS OF 2023 ATHLETIC HALL OF FAME 
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Friends, family, classmates, and even a group of fourth 
graders, were excited to find out where Cincinnati Country 
Day School's final round of senior student-athletes will 
continue their athletic careers and celebrate the 17 seniors 
who have committed to playing a sport at the collegiate 
level.   
 
“Today, your dreams come true,” said Dennis Coyle, 

athletic director. “You have earned the opportunity to 
continue to play a sport you love in college. All your hard 
work, all the traveling, all the sacrifices, all the long hours 
of practice and training finally pay off.”  
 
Coyle also said, “Remember, you’re not going on this 
journey by yourself. You have plenty of support here from 

(Continued on page 16) 

CCDS SENIORS COMMIT TO PLAYING SPORTS AT COLLEGIATE LEVEL 

wherever he goes.” 
 
Burke was a two-sport captain at Country Day who earned 
nine varsity letters in football, wrestling, and track. As a 
senior on the wrestling mat competing in the heavyweight 
division, Burke compiled a 16-4 record and made it to the 
state quarterfinals. During the track season he competed in 
shotput and discus where he qualified for the regionals. 
Burke went on to throw both the discus and javelin in 
college.  As a two-way football starter, he served as 
captain. During Burke’s football tenure, the team 
compiled a 35-4 record and was a perennial league 
champion. He was first-team all-league twice, first team 
all-city, first team all-Southwest Ohio, and first team all-
state his senior year while leading the team in tackles. He 
went on to start his freshman and sophomore years at 
Division III powerhouse Washington and Jefferson 
College. Burke then transferred to Division I University of 
Dayton, where he started on defense as Dayton won two 
consecutive league championships. 
 
Meredith Hilleary `00 
Meredith is a recipient of the Shirley Heineken Award for 
Outstanding Female Athlete. She participated in four 
sports during her time at Country Day: volleyball, 
basketball, cheerleading, and softball. Most of Meredith’s 
accolades were from her successes in softball. During her 
career, she led the city in strikeouts and led the team to a 
16-0 record. Notably, from her senior year as a pitcher, 
she earned the All-Star Award, Most Valuable Player, first 
team all-state, as well as Player of the Year for the Miami 
Valley Conference. 
 
Peter Kistinger `07 

In cross country, Peter was first team Miami Valley 
Conference for four years. He was the MVC Runner of the 
Year in his junior and senior years. The Cincinnati 
Enquirer also named Peter the 2007 Runner of the Year. 
Peter was a two-time state qualifier, team MVP, team 
captain, and led the cross country team to its first MVC 
title in more than a decade. 
 

In track, Peter was the first team MVC for three years, 
Most Valuable Player, team captain, and the Cincinnati 
Enquirer named him to its first team. He was a state 
qualifier his junior and senior years and a member of the 
state 4x800 relay team, which still holds the school record. 
He was the only freshman to make regionals in the one-
mile and two-mile. 
 
Coach Tim Dunn 

Coach Dunn graduated from Williams College in 1977 
and later earned a master’s degree from Wesleyan 
University in Connecticut. He arrived at Country Day in 
1986 where he taught AP biology and chemistry while 
coaching baseball and football. He piled up a combined 
782 career wins in both sports while earning numerous 
honors, such as MVC Coach of the Year, the Cincinnati 
Enquirer Coach of the Year, and Southwestern Ohio 
Coach of the Year. He was also named Ohio Baseball 
Coach of the Year and the NFL’s High School Coach of 
the Week. In baseball, Coach Dunn’s teams won 563 
games, 10 MVC championships, 16 sectional 
championships, nine district championships, three regional 
championships, and two state championships (1993 and 
2001). In football, with eight undefeated regular seasons, 
his teams won 219 games, 13 MVC championships, two 
regional championships, and two state final four 
appearances. He was previously inducted into the Ohio 
High School Baseball Coaches Association Hall of Fame 
and the Hamilton County Sports Hall of Fame. 
 
Each year, the induction ceremony brings alumni, family, 
and friends from across the globe to reconnect with former 
teachers and coaches and to renew a bond held with 
Country Day. While the Hall of Fame was the impetus to 
return to campus, the stories of lifelong friendships, 
teamwork, and preparation for life were at the heart of the 
celebration. 
 
“What can this broad array of leaders have in common?,” 
asked Zimmerman to the audience at the Hall of Fame 
celebration on May 11. “Among other experiences, they 
have developed their leadership skills and forged their 
character in the crucible of competition.” 

(Continued from page 14) 
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your Country Day family. We are just a phone call away.”  
 
During the event, six seniors were honored as “12 Season 
Athletes,” meaning they played a sport each season during 
their high school career. Piper Farris, Charlize Rust, 
Carson Yackey, Andrew Zimmerman, Elizabeth 
Zimmerman, and Megan Zimmerman all received this 
distinction.   
 
“It is a huge commitment to be a multi-sport athlete, let 
alone to play three sports all four years,” said Greg Ross, 
associate athletic director for Upper School. “We are 
proud to acknowledge your accomplishments.”  
 
Here is the list of the Indian Hill student-athletes who have 
committed themselves to playing sports in college:  
 
Lucas de Alarcon: Soccer – Kenyon College  
Caroline Ramirez: Swimming – Denison University  
Isabel Ramirez: Lacrosse – DePauw University  
Andrew Zimmerman: Baseball & Basketball – Centre 
College  
Elizabeth Zimmerman: Soccer – Washington and Lee 
University  
Megan Zimmerman : Soccer – Washington and Lee 
University  
 

 front row: Caroline Ramirez, Elizabeth Zimmerman, Piper Farris, 
Melissa Teke, Parker Corbin; middle row: Caroline Ramirez, Sydney 
Hardesty, Megan Zimmerman, Lucas de Alarcon, Annie Gammon; back 
row: Andrew Zimmerman, Alex Reaves, Carson Yackey, Shephard 
Snell, Story Rufner, Andrew Pavlisko  
 
 

 
from left to right: 
Andrew 
Zimmerman, Carson 
Yackey, Megan 
Zimmerman, 
Charlize Rust, Piper 
Farris, Elizabeth 
Zimmerman  

 

(Continued from page 15) 

With another memorable year at Cincinnati Country Day 
School coming to a close, faculty, staff, family members, 
and student body came together to celebrate 39 student 
recognitions during the Upper School award ceremony.  
 
While many students would get called to the stage during 
the ceremony for their efforts this past school year, Jenn 
Weinheimer, head of Upper School, encouraged every 
student to take a moment to reflect on the work they’ve 
done.  
 
“Awards Day is a chance to look back and appreciate the 
year and all it brought, not just about those who get called 
to the stage,” said Weinheimer. “Not everyone wins an 
award—and that’s life. You are a part of a community of 
greatness, and today we celebrate a few particular kinds of 
achievement on a particular timeline… every kid in this 
room has some skill, some talent, some ability to connect 
with others, and we don’t have awards for all those skills 
and talents.  Know that you are seen. Know that you are 
valued – with or without the piece of paper or the trip to the 
stage. Celebrate your friends’ successes and keep 
perspective.”  
 
Students received recognition for their achievements in 
everything from athletics and academics to service and 
extracurricular activities.   

 
“Congratulations for all the growth you’ve experienced this 
year. Congratulations on that spectacular failure that led 
you back into a teacher’s office to figure out a new 
way. Congratulations for getting it right – for now,” 
continued Weinheimer. “Stay healthy, work hard, be 
radically kind and turn your virtue into action. If you’re a 
senior, go out into the world and be ready to feel 
uncommonly prepared for college courses but sometimes 
unprepared for the small hiccups of life. Call your Country 
Day friends, come back and visit your teachers, ask for 
help. If you’re just finishing your freshman year and you’re 
exhausted, good. Hard work should leave you feeling like 
you’ve earned a bit of a rest.  And do – but find different 
ways to use your brain this summer, don’t just turn your 
brain off. Get a job, help a neighbor, stain the deck, take 
your younger cousin out for ice cream to make them feel 
like your friend and not just your cousin. And savor the 
summer because before you know it, it’s another year.”  
 
Juniors Jordan Lowe and Nicholas Vredeveld were honored 
with the Peter Levinson Memorial Award, an award 
bestowed upon those for “giving of oneself in schoolwork 
and school activities, leadership, a zest for competitive 
athletics…a positive attitude…and a commitment to 
community service.”  

(Continued on page 17) 

CINCINNATI COUNTRY DAY SCHOOL UPPER SCHOOL AWARDS 
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“When he’s [Nicholas] not embracing capitalism, this 
student has left the country for service work, played three 
varsity sports and finds time to play guitar and take some 
impressive photos… he leads decisively and without 
question. He doesn’t seek the approval of others but wins 
it with his kindness and his thoughtfulness,” said 
Weinheimer about Nicholas Vredeveld.  
 
Lowe also added the Bausch & Lomb Science Award to 
her collection of awards.   
  
“She [Jordan] is quietly confident but never a braggart. 
She is willing to help her classmates and her teachers, and 
she stays out of the drama that can often accompany high 
school life,” said Weinheimer. “She’s an incredibly hard 
worker who doesn’t complain or engage in the one-
upmanship of who is more exhausted or more stressed. All 
of this and her transcript has never even seen an A-
minus. [Jordan] is a model of scholarship and generosity 
of spirit.”  
 
Head of School Rob Zimmerman `98 presented the 
Country Day Award, which is the highest honor the school 
can bestow upon a student. This award recognizes the 
student who, in the opinion of the faculty, best represents 
those qualities for which we want the school to be known. 
This year, senior Rachel “Ray” Mitchell received this 
recognition.  
 
  
“We have been blessed to benefit from the rising tide of 
Ray’s leadership here at Country Day. On second thought, 
though, perhaps this metaphor of a rising tide sounds too 
gradual to truly capture Ray’s spirit, too passive to capture 
her virtue in action. Instead, to sum up, I will defer to 
another faculty member, who said it best: ‘The world 
should be ready to be taken by storm – she is only 17; 
imagine what awaits.’” 
   
Ray also received the Thomas D. Gettler `76 Creative 
Writing Award and the Fine Arts Award in Drama. Ray is 
also a National African American Merit Scholar.  
 
Congratulations to all of this year’s award recipients:  

• Joseph F. Hofmeister Scroll Award: Brina Crellin `25  

• Archive Award: Charlize Rust `24, Kiera Yackey `25, 
and Elizabeth Zimmerman `24  

• Patterson Prize for Poetry: Vic Quintero `25  

• Patterson Prize for Prose: Louisa Joy `25  

• Thomas D. Gettler `76 Creative Writing 
Award: Rachel “Ray” Mitchell `24  

• Outstanding Female Underclassman: Roxy Vollmer 
`27  

• Outstanding Male Underclassman: Luke Schnieber `27 
and Weichu Wang `26  

• James A. Wright Sportsmanship Award: Fleur 

Helmantel `24 and Carson Yackey `24  

• Letterman Leadership Award: Lucas de Alarcon `24 
and Piper Farris `24  

• Shirley Heinichen Outstanding Female 
Athlete: Elizabeth Zimmerman `24 and Megan 
Zimmerman `24  

• J. David McDaniel Outstanding Male Athlete: Parker 
Corbin `24 and Andrew Zimmerman `24  

• Tony Strauss Service-Learning Award: Levi Homan 
`24  

• Fred Carey Memorial Award: Melissa Teke `24  

• Fine Arts Award in Drama: Ray Mitchell `24  

• Fine Arts Award in Technical Theatre: Will Schiff `24  

• Fine Arts Award in Vocal Music: Imri Young `25  

• Fine Arts Award in Instrumental Music: Fleur 
Helmantel `24  

• Visual Arts Award – Studio: Addison Heimann `24  

• Visual Arts Award – Photography: Alex Riemann `24  

• Messer Award: Cara Hamall `25  

• William H. Chatfield Award: Will Schiff `24  

• David E. Laird Computer Science Award: Alex Back 
`25  

• Robinson-Bye English Award: Gracie Mitchell `24  

• Indian Hill Historical Society Outstanding 
Achievement in American History Award: Kevin 
Pearson `25  

• Lee S. Pattison History Award: Kevin Yang `24  

• Ash Mathematics Award: Marley Handler `24  

• Martha W. Burton Award in French:  Louisa Joy `25  

• Spanish Language Award: Marley Handler `24  

• Chinese Language Award: Gracie Mitchell `24  

• Bausch & Lomb Science Award: Jordan Lowe `25  

• Gordon R. Wright Science Award: Marley Handler 
`24  

• Schmitt Adrian Arts and Sciences Award: Alex Back 
`25  

• Cum Laude Society Class of 2024 Recognition: Rana 
Arebi, Samantha Easter, Marley Handler, Fleur 
Helmantel, Leo Joffe, Gigi Macias-Jaime, Jordis 
Martin, Gracie Mitchell, Emma Rainey, Alex 
Riemann, Kevin Yang, Elizabeth Zimmerman, Megan 
Zimmerman  

• National Merit Finalist: Marley Handler `24  

• National Merit Commended Students: Rana Arebi `24 
and Gracie Mitchell `24 

• National African American Merit Students: Ami Bah 
`24, Donovan Gray `25, Ray Mitchell `24, Ashley 
Odom `25, Imri Young `25  

• National Hispanic Merit Students: Lucas de Alarcon 
`24, Gigi Macias-Jaime `24, Lucia Murdoch `25, Vic 
Quintero `25, Alex Riemann `24  

• Peter Levinson Memorial Award: Jordan Lowe `25 
and Nicholas Vredeveld `25  

• Country Day Award: Rachel “Ray” Mitchell `24  
 

(Continued from page 16) 
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Indian Hill High School (IHHS) celebrated students who 

are planning for futures in the arts and military during the 

fourth-annual Arts and Military Signing Ceremony on 

Thursday, May 16. This event was the largest number to 

date, celebrating a total of 24 students who are preparing 

for studies within the arts and military. Eighteen students 

took center stage at the Sue Harder Memorial Performing 

Arts Center with friends and family to participate in the 

formal ceremony, surrounded by family and friends.  

  

The Class of 2024 students being celebrated included: 

Shannon Aitken, Miranda Aldas, Franny Bell, Sydney 

Brown, Geno Cardosi, Zoe Castenson, Mia Comello, 

Sydni Cowherd, Carly Hater, Andrew Heinichen, Mia 

Jackson, Hayden Longbottom, Grace Mackey, Marisol 

Mason, Makenna Peterson, Sydney Sawyers, Heidi 

Schellhas, Emma Stacey, Gabe Tassi, Miles Taylor, 

Aidain Walton, Jerry Winfree, Kaylie Withers, and George 

Zaring. 

  

“These students are not only incredible leaders, but also 

amazing individuals, and we are thrilled to see the next 

chapter in the story of their lives unfold,” said Indian Hill 

Arts and Activities Director Amy Clark. “It was our 

privilege to have them on the stage spotlight one final 

time.” 

  

Shannon Meredith Aitken  

Drama: Production and Design 

New York University  

“I developed a passion for costume design and was able to 

design multiple shows at Indian Hill.”  

  

Miranda Isabella Ann Aldas 

Architectural Engineering  

University of Cincinnati  

“The best part about a career such as mine is the ability to 

stretch one’s creativity beyond what they thought they 

were capable of doing. I hope to help as many people as I 

can in South America with building projects to support 

families in need and I want them to be as creative of 

designs as possible.”  

  

Frances Cynthia Bell  

Musical Theatre 

Roosevelt University, Chicago College of Performing 

Arts  

“The professional opportunities I earned during my time at 

Indian Hill gave me the confidence and experience 

necessary to pursue musical theatre performance as a 

career.” 

  

Sydney Grace Brown 

English, Creative Writing 

Northern Kentucky University  

  

Geno Michael Cardosi  

Digital Innovation and Film Technologies 

Xavier University  

  

Zoe Abigail Castenson  

Architecture 

University of Cincinnati  

“I have gotten to join so many diverse groups of people, 

and I am so grateful for the community this school has 

given me.” 

  

Mia Francesca Comello 

Paleontology with Minor in Ceramics  

Ohio University  

“Thanks to teachers like Mr. Wolter, and his passion for 

helping students, I found a creative outlet in ceramics that 

will continue to sustain me in college.”  

  

Sydni Allison Cowherd 

Fashion Design, Business Minor 

University of Cincinnati, DAAP 

“I am incredibly grateful that I have had the opportunity to 

learn what I love to do through the art programs at Indian 

Hill because it has helped me discover who I am. I hope 

Indian Hill continues to fund the art programs so that 

students after me can discover what they love too.” 

  

Caroline Irene Hater 

Interior Design 

University of Cincinnati, DAAP 

  

Andrew James Kirk Heinichen 

University of Cincinnati, DAAP 

  

Mia Victoria Jackson  

Theatre Arts 

DePaul University 

“I want to go into theatre because my teachers inspired me 

to. I am who I am today and I have so much passion for 

(Continued on page 19) 

INDIAN HILL CELEBRATES ARTS AND MILITARY SIGNING CEREMONY 
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theatre because of the love, support, and encouragement I 

was given from Mrs. Thomas and Mr. Clark.” 

  

James Hayden Longbottom 

Biology (Pre-Med) and Vocal Performance 

The Ohio State University 

  

Grace Marie Mackey 

Architecture 

University of Cincinnati, DAAP 

“I took AP Art and Design last year and decided to try a 

3D portfolio instead of a drawing one like I was used to. I 

created a portfolio based on recreating famous 

architecture. I fell in love with making/designing models 

and knew it was something I could see myself doing as 

career.”  

  

Marisol Marie Mason  

Chemical Engineering 

West Point: The United States Military Academy 

“I want to give back to my community as it has given me 

so many opportunities to succeed and thrive.” 

  

Makenna Elizabeth Peterson 

Music Education and Vocal Performance, Musical 

Theatre Minor 

The Ohio State University 

“I’ve always wanted to help people find their passions like 

I was able to experience. I am thankful for the opportunity 

to follow my passions and allow for others to find theirs 

through me in the future.” 

  

Sydney Frances Sawyers 

Film and Media Studies 

Chapman University 

  

Heidi Elizabeth Schellhas 

Communication Design 

University of Cincinnati, DAAP 

“Be true to yourself and good things will follow. Always 

make use of every opportunity you can.” 

  

Emma Nicole Stacey 

Vocal Performance and Songwriting 

Berklee College of Music 

“I decided to try songwriting after taking AP Music 

Theory and I really became passionate about it.” 

  

Gabriel Tassi Borges Zenaide  

Media Production 

University of Cincinnati 

"Watching our weekly episode made me proud of my team 

because we improved every time." 

  

Miles Stewart Taylor 

Mechanical Engineering  

United States Coast Guard Academy  

“I am attending the Coast Guard Academy to serve and 

protect coastal communities across America.” 

  

Christopher Aidain Walton 

Communications and American Politics 

University of Montana  

  

Jeremiah Michael Winfree 

Real Estate and Business  

United States Army National Guard, UC 

  

Kaylie Grace Withers 

Business Major and Vocal Performance Minor 

The Ohio State University 

“Being involved in the Indian Hill arts program has taught 

me many valuable lessons, giving me the confidence to 

pursue my dreams. Thank you to all of my family, friends, 

and teachers who have helped me along the way. Go 

Buckeyes!”  

  

Allen George Zaring IV 

Media Arts Production 

University of Cincinnati, CCM 

“Indian Hill has offered me wonderful opportunities in 

media such as Braves Beat, IHTN, and sports media. I 

discovered a new passion in high school that I am now 

choosing to study today.” 

  
Indian Hill High School (IHHS) celebrated students who are planning 

for futures in the arts and military during the fourth-annual Arts and 

Military Signing Ceremony on Thursday, May 16. This event was the 

largest number to date, celebrating a total of 24 students who are 

preparing for studies within the arts and military. 

 

(Continued from page 18) 
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Indian Hill High School (IHHS) student-

athletes took center stage at the Sue 

Harder Memorial Performing Arts Center 

for a celebration Friday, May 17 to 

commit to continue both academic and athletic careers 

beyond high school during a college signing ceremony. 

Participating students included seniors Zach Jones, Eli Riggs, 

and Jeffrey Wenker. The Athletic Department also 

recognized Jaylin Williams, Miles Taylor and Colton Smith, 

who were unable to participate in the formal ceremony.   

  

“Only about seven percent of high school athletes advance to 

play a collegiate sport, so we are celebrating a truly elite 

group of students,” said Indian Hill Athletic Director Brian 

Phelps. “This is our third formal signing ceremony this 

school year, and every event provides a wonderful 

opportunity to not only celebrate these amazing student-

athletes, but also to say thank you to their coaches and their 

supportive families who helped create the opportunity for this 

level of outstanding achievement. Congratulations to all!” 

  

Zach Jones   

Basketball, St. Francis University 

“I am extremely thankful that I was able to compete and play 

under a tremendous support system over the past few years at 

Indian Hill. I look forward to pursuing my dreams at Saint 

Francis University, and I am grateful for all the opportunities 

that Indian Hill has provided me! Go Braves!”  

 

 Eli Riggs 

Football, The Ohio State University 

“I am very blessed to have this amazing opportunity; huge 

thank you to my parents and Indian Hill coaches for giving 

me everything I need to be where I am today. It is also a 

pleasure to graduate from Indian Hill, where we have some 

of the best education in the state and amazing people who 

make you feel at home.” 

 

Jeffrey Wenker 

Swimming, Northern Kentucky University  

“I’m thankful for my family, friends, coaches, and God for 

helping me through all the ups and downs. I am very blessed 

to have this opportunity to be able to swim in college. I’m 

also thankful for my teachers for being flexible throughout 

the years at Indian Hill when I had to go to a swim meet and 

couldn’t be at class. Thank you, Indian Hill, for all that you 

did for me.”  

INDIAN HILL CELEBRATES STUDENT-ATHLETES  

WITH SIGNING CEREMONY 

 The Indian Hill School District congratulates 

Indian Hill High School senior Sophia Chen for 

being named one of 625 semifinalists in the 

2024 U.S. Presidential Scholars Program. The 

semifinalists were selected from over 6,000 

candidates expected to graduate from U.S. high schools in 

2024. 

  

“We are so proud of Sophia and all she has accomplished 

as a Brave,” said Indian Hill High School Principal Jeff 

Damadeo. “Sophia exemplifies leadership in a multitude 

of areas. We congratulate her on this outstanding 

achievement, and we look forward to seeing how her 

bright future unfolds.” 

 Inclusion in the U.S. Presidential Scholars Program is one 

of the highest honors bestowed upon graduating high 

school seniors; the program was established in 1964 to 

recognize some of our nation’s most distinguished 

students. Scholars are selected on the basis of their 

accomplishments in many areas, including: academic and 

artistic success, accomplishment in career and technical 

fields, leadership, strong character, and involvement in 

school and the community. 

  

The U.S. Department of Education will announce the 

Scholars in May. The Presidential Scholars Class of 2024 

will be recognized for their outstanding achievement in 

late June.  

INDIAN HILL HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT NAMED SEMIFINALIST  

IN U.S. PRESIDENTIAL SCHOLARS PROGRAM 

 Brave Team Career Achievement Award  

The Board of Education will annually celebrate an employee 

who exemplifies excellence and impact in the field of 

education, skills, and leadership in the classroom, or on 

behalf of the District, throughout their career.  

This year’s honoree is Ken Stegman. 

 IH Alumni Connector Award 

The Board of Education will honor alumni who regularly 

connect to the District after graduation, including regular 

participation as a member of their Brave Alumni Class. 

This year’s honoree is Kitsa Rhoad. 

(Continued from page 11) 
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SUBMITTING ARTICLES AND PICTURES 
All copy and pictures sent to the Village office to be included in the Bulletin should be sent by email to 
kzenni@indianhill.gov  If it is not possible for you to email, you can contact Kari at 979-6218.   
 
Due to space availability, all articles submitted will need to be kept to a maximum of 700 words.  The 
Village reserves the right to request you edit your article and/or edit it on your behalf. 

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE www.indianhill.gov 
You can find the Indian Hill Bulletin on our website at www.indianhill.gov.  Just click on Bulletin and begin 
reading!  You will find the most recent Bulletin as well as past Bulletins.  You will also find information on all 
our departments, Grand Valley and meeting minutes for Council and Planning Commission.  You can find 
schedules for recycling and trash pickup and fill out forms for Building and Zoning, the Rangers, Public 
Works and Taxes.  There are also links to the schools, churches and the Recreation Commission. 

Village of Indian Hill 
2024 Bulletin Schedule 

ONLINE BILL PAYMENT 
NOW AVAILABLE 

Residents and customers can now make payments  online.  This service is a bill payment service for alarm 
monitoring, boat storage, bridle trail membership, gun club membership, extra pickups, water bills, or any 
other account you may have with the Village.  One time payments can be made, or you can sign up for 
payments to be deducted from your bank account on their due date automatically.  This service allows for 
secure electronic transfer of payments from your bank account.  To sign up for this service, log on to the 
Village’s website at indianhill.gov and click on the link on the homepage.   
 
We are excited to announce that you can now join and/or donate to Rowe Arboretum, make a donation 
to the Reforest the Hill program or purchase daily bridle trail passes through the Village website. 

Scan this QR code with the camera on your phone to pay your bill online!  

 Copy Deadline Mailing date 

1/5/2024 1/24/2024 

2/9/2024 2/28/2024 

3/8/2024 3/27/2024 

4/5/2024 4/24/2024 

5/10/2024 5/29/2024 

6/7/2024 6/26/2024 

8/9/2024 8/28/2024 

9/6/2024 9/25/2024 

10/11/2024 10/30/2024 

11/8/2024 11/27/2024 

12/6/2024 12/26/2024 

mailto:kzenni@ihill.org
http://www.ihill.org
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IMAGES    

 

        ...THEN AND NOW 
 

From the Indian Hill Historical Society      Buckingham Lodge 
1861 

The Indian Hill Antiques Fair Remembered 
     For more than three decades, the Indian Hill Antiques Fair was a highlight of the summer for collectors and dealers 
who attended the Sunday show held at Indian Hill High School and Middle School, 6845 and 6865 Drake Road. Mostly 
managed by Kathy and Ray Mongenas, nationally known antiques experts, it was considered one of America’s best one 
day antique events.  
     Ray and Kathy have devoted their careers to antiques.  Early on they owned a shop in Delhi, 
Collectors II, selling reproduction furniture, gifts, and antiques.  They soon phased out the gifts and 
reproductions and concentrated on antiques. The family moved to Loveland in 1980, where they still 
live and maintain their inventory in a separate building on their property.  As collectors themselves, 
they are fond of the William and Mary period (early 1700s) and own stunning pieces from that era. 
For decades, the Mongenas have exhibited at shows in the eastern half of the U.S. and built their 
reputation and clientele. The couple have displayed antiques at 30-40 shows per year.  Educated and 
personable, they are esteemed by others in the same business. 
     The Indian Hill Boosters Club was led by Lou and Carol Finkelmeier in the early 1980s.  Boosters 
provided extra funds for extracurricular activities, as state law limits school boards’ spending to only half their budget 
on such events as band and field trips.  Lou and Carol approached Ray and Kathy about managing an antiques show to 
benefit the Boosters, and the four founders began planning.  An equitable portion of the admission fee and a percentage 
of booth rentals was donated to the Boosters, and the dealers and managers received the rest.   
     The Indian Hill Antiques Fair was advertised locally and nationally by the Enquirer, WLW, the Tri-State Trader, 
Maine Antique Digest, as well as showcards and posters distributed from Kentucky to Columbus, Ohio.  Dealers 
assembled from far and near- coming from Florida to Maine, Wisconsin, Idaho, Texas, Colorado, and Ohio and 
bordering states, and the local Cincinnati area.  They usually came for the weekend, set up their booths, spent Saturday 
night (Kathy helped arrange accommodations in nearly hotels), enjoyed Queen City cuisine and attractions, and sold 
antiques all day Sunday from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  One feature of the Fair was the ability of buyers to see and touch 
items and ask the dealers questions about them. There were about 100 dealers at the Fair. It was extremely popular for 
merchants and collectors alike. The attendance was phenomenal. Even the first year (1982) the parking lot was filled 
with cars before the Fair opened.  
     A wide variety of treasures was offered; everything from baseball cards to highboys could be found.  There were 
leather bound books, maps, all sorts of textiles (from coverlets, quilts, and rugs to lace napkins) maps, pewter, glass, 
silver, pottery, folk art, arrays of toys, garden and outdoor décor, and high-end period furniture.  Merchandise ranged 
from sewer tile art to museum quality pieces.  Some dealers specialized in one field, i.e. Native American memorabilia, 
while others offered an assortment of pieces.  Some well-known East Coast dealers had followers who traveled to Indian 
Hill to browse for new acquisitions. 

     Admission to the Fair ranged from $5 in its early years to $10 later.  Often there was a 
concession stand offering simple food to the crowds, with proceeds going to the Boosters. Kathy 
and Ray Mongenas managed to keep the show spectacular for years.  They introduced a booth 
called “Dealer’s Choice” which featured a particularly notable selection of antiques. Another of 
their innovations was an annual special event, which included displays from the Cincinnati Art 
Museum, a Dayton based antique bicycle group, and locally owned vintage automobiles. One year 
Wes Cowan, “History Detective” did free single item appraisals for visitors. Also there were 
souvenirs of the Fair ranging from pins to fans, tee-shirts, pencils, and yardsticks. 
     Eventually attendance at the Fair dwindled.  Times changed as did popular interest in antiques.  
Fewer dealers came.  The internet and social media affected sales. The Indian Hill Antiques Fair 
became a victim of circumstance, and it ran its course. The final Fair was held in 2014.  During its 
heyday it was fun, had a family feel, and was a positive experience for all involved. For 32 years it 
was a special summer tradition of Indian Hill. 

Ray Mongenas 

Fair giveaways 
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INDIAN  HILL  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 

 
 

Indian Hill Historical Society’s quarterly newsletter contains fun facts, stories and news! 
If you would like an emailed copy (you do not have to be a member), please provide your  

email address by sending it to history@indianhill.org or by calling 513-891-1873. 
Previous newsletters may be found: https://indianhill.org/resources-archives/newsletters/ 

  

 
 
 

Since 2014 and with the generosity of the Nippert Foundation, the Indian Hill Historical Society has been granting  
awards to two students, one at Cincinnati Country Day School and one at Indian Hill High School, for 
“Outstanding Achievement in American History”.  This year, the awards are $1,000 for each student.  The winners 
are selected by their teachers at the respective schools, and the award is based on the students’ participation in co-
curricular activities related to American history and student government.   
 

The Historical Society is pleased to announce the following winners for 2024 and share their teachers’ comments: 
• Kevin Pearson of Cincinnati Country Day School: Kevin has put tremendous effort into his US History and 

Government class, often leading in class discussion, making sound arguments, and always seeking to 
improve. Additionally, Kevin’s curiosity in the classroom is unparalleled. Often, Kevin asks tough questions 
in class that lead us into deeper discussions. Aside from his accomplishments in US History, Kevin is a part 
of the Lemelson-MIT InvenTeams and a member of the EDI Council. Kevin leads with kindness, is always 
willing to help his peers, and is simply a natural leader. 

• Jacob Ruby of Indian Hill High School:  Jacob has excelled in Honors European History, AP U.S. History, 
AP Human Geography, and AP U.S. Government and Politics. Beyond just the course work, Jacob displays 
a passion for history and politics. He seeks out opportunities to get involved in activities like political town 
halls and campaigns. The IH Academic Quiz Team realizes his vast knowledge of history and politics for 
their various competitions. He is currently planning to establish an activity to push IH students to register to 
vote for the upcoming general election in November.  

New Trustees for the Historical Society 
 

     At the April annual meeting of the Society, 6 new members of the Board of Trustees were introduced.  These 
volunteers were welcomed to the Board: 
 

   Greg Kenny  Allison Kahn  Ashley Kothegal 
   Don McGraw  Beth Onthank  Scott Sayre 

Thank you to our Business Members 
 

 
• Dr. Costa Andreou 
• Central Bark Doggie Day Care 
• Cincinnati Country Day School 
• Daley Design & Build 
• Gina Dubell Smith: Designed2Sell 
• English Rose Designs 
• First Edition Rare Books 
• Michael F. Gehrig, Attorney at Law 
• Holzapfel Law 
• InPrint Madeira 

• Mariemont Inn 
• Sibcy Cline Realtors 
• Summermusik: Cincinnati Chamber 

Orchestra 
• Taft / Focused Capitol Solutions 
• Total Wealth Planning 
• Turner Farm 
• The V Collection 
• Julia Wesselkamper - Coldwell Banker 

Realty 

mailto:history@indianhill.org
https://indianhill.org/resources-archives/newsletters/


RETURN TO: 
INDIAN HILL BULLETIN 
6525 DRAKE ROAD 
CINCINNATI, OHIO 45243 

     July 2024 
Special Council Meeting 
Mayor’s Court 
Planning Commission 
Recreation Commission 

7:30 a.m. July 15, 2024 
5:30 p.m. July 15, 2024 
7:00 p.m. July 17, 2024 
6:30 p.m. July 22, 2024 

August 2024 
Public Safety Committee 7:30 a.m. Aug 8, 2024 
Law Committee  8:00 a.m. Aug 8, 2024 
Mayor’s Court 5:30 p.m. Aug 12, 2024 
Water Works Committee 7:00 a.m. Aug 13, 2024 
Public Works Committee 7:30 a.m. Aug 13, 2024 
Buildings & Grounds Committee 8:00 a.m. Aug 13, 2024 
Finance Committee 7:30 a.m. Aug 14, 2024 
Council Meeting  6:30 p.m. Aug 19, 2024 
Planning Commission 7:00 p.m. Aug 21, 2024 
Recreation Commission 6:30 p.m. Aug 26, 2024 

September 2024 

Water Works Committee  7:00 a.m. Sept 4, 2024 
Public Works Committee  7:45 a.m. Sept 4, 2024 
Green Areas Advisory Comm 5:30 p.m. Sept 4, 2024 
Public Safety Committee  7:00 a.m. Sept 5, 2024 
Buildings & Grounds Committee 7:45 a.m. Sept 5, 2024 
Law Committee  7:00 a.m. Sept 6, 2024 
Finance Committee 7:30 a.m. Sept 6, 2024 
Mayor’s Court 5:30 p.m. Sept 9, 2024 
Council Meeting  6:30 p.m. Sept 16, 2024 
Planning Commission 7:00 p.m. Sept 18, 2024 
Recreation Commission 6:30 p.m. Sept 23, 2024 

Village of Indian Hill Public Meeting Dates 
Please refer to the Village website (www.indianhill.gov) for meeting locations. 


