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Short Bio of Bill Chandler 

 

Bill Chandler is Executive Director of MIRA, Mississippi Immigrants’ Rights Alliance.  An eye witness to 

the brutal immigration raids during the 1950’s, he has been continuously in organizing and advocating 

for human and workers’ rights for immigrant and all workers.   

Since then his organizing focus has been with the lowest paid workers in the South, including farm 

workers, hospitality, health care, public and immigrant and migrant workers.  In Mississippi he organized 

the aggressive Mississippi Alliance of State Employees/CWA local 3570.  He helped start the successful 

effort by some 8,000 casino workers to organize their unions. Out of that effort, concern by regular 

casino workers about abuse of their immigrant co-workers led to the founding of MIRA in 2000. 

Responding to these abuses by casino contractors and discrimination by Mississippi school districts 

against undocumented children, Bill brought a group of immigrants, labor, civil rights, religious, social 

and human rights activists and organizations together to form MIRA in 2000. Initially an organization of 

volunteers, MIRA has grown into a major force in Mississippi with a staff of organizers, attorneys and 

advocates, led by a board of directors made up of mainly African and Latino leaders. 

MIRA is internationally recognized throughout Latin America, Europe, South Asia and  Africa for its 

aggressive work with immigrants in Mississippi, and its efforts to build unity in struggle among people of 

color. 

 

11/29/16 
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RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 
EXPRESSING A VOTE OF NO CONFIDENCE IN MISSISSIPPI STATE 

SUPERINTENDENT OF EDUCATION, DR. CAREY M. WRIGHT 
 
WHEREAS, the Jackson Public School District, has experienced an unprecedented 
barrage of mandates from the State of Mississippi Department of Education under the 
leadership of Dr. Carey M. Wright, which has placed the future of the City of Jackson, 
Jackson Public School District, along with its students and parents, in harm’s way; the 
issuance of these mandates was designed to remove self-determination from the citizens of 
the City of Jackson and the Jackson Public Schools; and  
 

WHEREAS, Dr. Wright exhibits unprofessional behavior, the display of  insensitivity and  
of a personal attitude toward the City of Jackson and the Jackson Public School District; 
her leadership will serve only to lead students from the school to the confines of 
imprisonment;  she served as Chief Academic Officer for the District of Columbia Public 
Schools and the Deputy Chief for the Office of Teaching and Learning for PK- 12; the 
average pay for superintendents is $174,000; she is the highest paid superintendent in the 
nation with a salary of $300,000; however, she has not provided comparable leadership for 
the Jackson Public School District in assisting the percentage of students failing to 
experience an upward  movement  over the last few years; our State Superintendent is 
overrated and excessively paid; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Jackson Public School District is comprised of a majority African 
American population which makes the majority of those students failing of the same 
ethnic group; we deserve a State Superintendent who fosters excellence for all 
students and in all academic programs, despite history, culture, race, ethnicity and 
gender; he/she must exhibit sensitivity, academic leadership and the ability to 
implement strategic planning/programming to assure student progress and 
achievement. 
 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi 
hereby expresses a vote of no confidence in State Superintendent, Dr. Carey M. Wright. 

 

SO RESOLVED, this the _______ day of November, 2017.  

                                                                                    Agenda Item No._______________  
                                                                                    Agenda Date: November 7, 2017 

                                                                                             BY: STOKES 
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RESOLUTION OF THE CITY THE COUNCIL OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 

IN OBSERVANCE OF THE HOLIDAY TO HONOR AMERICA’S VETERANS FOR 

THEIR 

 PATRIOTISM, LOVE OF COUNTRY, AND WILLINGNESS TO SERVE AND 

SACRIFICE FOR THE COMMON GOOD, KNOWN AS VETERANS DAY 

 

 WHEREAS, the idea for Armistice Day, or Veterans Day, dates back to the 

Treaty of Versailles and the treaty between the Allies in World War One which 

went into effect on November 11, 1918; and 

 

 WHEREAS, in November, 1919, President Wilson proclaimed November 

11
th
 as the first Armistice Day. The United State Congress officially recognized the 

end of World War One when it passed a concurrent resolution on June 4, 1926, as 

a day to be commemorated with a day of thanksgiving, prayer, and exercises 

designated to perpetuate peace through good will and mutual understanding 

between nations; and 

 

 WHEREAS, on September 20, 1975, after many different variations of days 

had been ordered; President Gerald Ford signed Public Law 94-97, which returned 

the annual observance of Veteran’s Day to its original date of November 11, 

beginning in 1978; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Veterans Day continues to be observed annually on November 

11
th
, regardless of what day of the week on which it falls. 

 

 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council of Jackson, 

Mississippi hereby observe the holiday to honor America’s veterans for their 

patriotism, love of country, and willingness to serve and sacrifice for the common 

good, known as Veterans Day. 

 

 SO RESOLVED, this the _____ day of November, 2017. 

 

 

       Agenda Item No._____________ 

       DATE: November 7, 2017 

       BY: KENNETH I. STOKES 
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