
Summary of Questions and Concerns Identified during  
WHCA Gate Community Meeting 

 
 

These concerns were discussed during the WHCA January 21, 2021 Community Meeting and also 
includes concerns submitted via the online commenting form prior to the meeting. These concerns fall 
into three buckets. 

 Questions and issues clarified by known information. 

 Questions and issues specific to the WHCA Gates 

 Questions and issues regarding gates generally.  
 
For the purposes of a productive community meeting, issues regarding gates generally were not 
discussed in detail, and instead issues that can be clarified by known information and issues specific to 
WHCA gate application were focused on. A summary of each is provided below. 
 

Questions and issues clarified by known information: 

 Concern: The CSPC states that pedestrians should NEVER walk through an automated gate 

system that is intended for vehicle traffic only and recommends a separate pedestrian gate. 

Hopefully you will take the safety of our youth as your highest priority when considering the 

installation of public access gates in Jackson. The $1M insurance coverage doesn't prevent and 

injury. 

Clarification: The City of Jackson has already identified this as an issue and requires that 

pedestrian access be provided separately through a ADA compliant sidewalk.  

 

 Concern: Tax dollars should not be spent on gates. 

Clarification: Public access gates must be fully paid for by the applicant and maintained by the 

applicant. The city does not expend public money for public access gates. 

 

 Concern: Are the sidewalks that are required going to be installed in my yard? 

 Clarification: The sidewalks are shown in the presentation posted online.  In the case of two 

property owners the sidewalks for pedestrian gate bypass are located within an area that the 

owner currently mows/maintains grass. This area is actually within the city’s Right of Way, but is 

commonly perceived to be part of their yard.  Refer to site plans for details. 

 

 Concern: The area identified as Woodland Hills Conservation Area for the purposes of this 

application is incorrect, or excludes properties that should be required to be within the 

boundary and within the gates. 

Clarification: For purposes of qualifying to apply per the ordinance of the City of Jackson there is 

no specific requirement that defines how a neighborhood or homeowner’s association is 

required to organize and who they are required to include. There is guidance that the area that 

is proposed to be gated should meet the ordinance’s definition of neighborhood.  

Sec 110-28 (2) Gates may only be erected in neighborhoods, which are defined as one or 

more of the following: a. Residential areas within the boundary of one homeowner's 

https://storage.googleapis.com/proudcity/jacksonms/uploads/2020/12/WHCA-Gate-Application-Community-Meeting.pdf


association. b. Residential areas shown on one or multiple recorded plats with the same or 

similar name commonly considered or referred to as one neighborhood that may or may not 

be the same name as the recorded plat(s); or c. Other areas determined by city staff to be 

distinctive and cohesive. 

 

The ordinance further requires that a petition be submitted where 75 percent of the property 

owners who reside WITHIN the proposed gated area are in support of the gates. Staff interprets 

that property owners who reside within the gate area are the property owners who would have 

to pass through a gate to access their home.   

 

So while we acknowledge there are multiple areas identifying as Woodland Hills Neighborhood, 

the WHCA Gate applications is eligible under the current ordinance and meets the requirements 

to initiate application. The ordinance does not obligate the applicant to include or exclude 

properties based on covenants or other homeowner’s associations. The issues of which 

neighborhood plats should be included and which homes should be included are a matter of 

organizational question, but the application and proposed gated area are valid under the 

ordinance parameters.  

 

 Concern: There are covenants that are being violated by this application. 

Clarification: For the purposes of reviewing this application private covenants are not 

considered by the city. If there is a private covenant issue it needs to be addressed outside of 

the public access gate process between the aggrieved parties.  

 

 Concern: How are abstained votes/petitioned property owners counted for the petition 

requirement? 

Clarification: Only properties signing petition or voting through ballot process that indicate 

support are counted in the 75% requirement. Those abstaining are counted the same as those 

indicating no support.   

 

 Concern: Is the applicant using a five-year-old petition? 

Clarification: No, the city has requested the applicant have a reasonably updated petition and 

the petition has been updated for this new application.  

 

 

Questions and issues specific to WHCA Gates  

These issues do not have specific clarifications that can be made by the city.  

 Concern:  Neighbors in Woodland Hills identifying areas but outside of the WHCA application 

expressed concern that the gates would lead to the creation of a two-tier neighborhood – 

Woodland Hills inside the gate and Woodland Hills outside the gate, and similar concerns about 

property values being affected on the outside of the gate. 

  



For reference – area in orange is the WHCA Gate Area for this application. The area in teal is the other 

areas identifying as Woodland Hills.  

 

 Concern:  The gates will create unnecessary division between neighbors and send a message of 

exclusivity between portions of the neighborhood that currently interact. Many expressed that 

they have long perceived themselves to be one neighborhood send a message that they are not. 

 Concern: There was general support expressed for gates and traffic calming measures if it 

comprehensively includes all of the Woodland Hill subdivisions. 

 Concern: Multiple request for WHCA to work with home owners in remainder of Woodland Hills 

subdivision to put together a cohesive combination of cameras, patrols, and traffic calming as a 

cohesive group.  

 Concern: WHCA discussed the history of past attempts to work with the additional sections of 

the neighborhood, but expressed that due to the lack of organization there hasn’t been a path 

forward, leading them to bring the application for the WHCA gate area as the fastest path to 

progress.  



 Concern: WHCA discussed that if future efforts were made by the other areas of the 

neighborhood to organize and facilitate traffic calming or gates, that WHCA would want to work 

together with them. 

 

Questions and issues about gates generally:  

These issues do not have specific clarifications that can be made by city staff.  

 Concern: The United Stated is already too divided.  

 Concern: The gates are not actually a crime deterrent and should not be expected to succeed as 

such. 

 


