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Lumumba’s State of the City 2021: Pursuing a 
Dignity Economy 

Mayor Chokwe Antar Lumumba 
outlined his vision for the City of 
Jackson and its residents at his 
2021 State of the City Address on 
Oct. 26. The mayor spoke to his 
accomplishments in the last year 
and re-iterated his vision for a 
dignity economy where all 
residents enjoy a quality of life 
and the pursuit of happiness.  

Lumumba, first elected as the 
youngest mayor in the city’s 
history in 2017, was re-elected for 
another four years on June 8, 
making history as the city’s first 
two term mayor in over two 
decades. 
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During his speech, he noted the gains the city has made under his 
leadership, while also pointing out the historic and unprecedented 
challenges that have stalled progress in recent years.   

The City has experienced the 30-year flooding of the Pearl River 
which led to the evacuations of hundreds of residents; the 
consequences of multiple freezing storm systems that have 
wreaked havoc on the City’s outdated infrastructure; and the global 
pandemic which shut down much of our social network and 
support system. 

The mayor focused on his core vision for Jackson’s future in 
building a Dignity Economy, emphasizing the fundamental needs 
many residents have for affordable housing, good work 
opportunities, safety and access to health care.  

“At the heart of our vision for moving forward is continuing 
to build the Dignity Economy – one where happiness and 
quality of life isn’t reserved for the few: Where residents live 
in affordable housing and feel safe in their communities; 
where families have access to quality physical and mental 
healthcare and healthy foods; where living wage jobs are 
abundant and quality education is a given; where clean 
water and clean air are taken for granted. These are 
fundamental human rights. But in a city like Jackson, 
providing this quality of life requires a radical departure 
from business as usual, a challenge that this administration 
fully intends to meet.” - Mayor Lumumba 

The effect of the pandemic has led to a rise in violent crime in 
Jackson and across the nation. Lumumba clarified efforts to reduce 
the surge and cited his work to bring more officers into the fold, 
modernize the department with long-sought body cameras, and 
new patrol cars and SUVs.  

In the address, Lumumba again pointed to his efforts to 
temporarily ban open carry in the state’s largest city, noting the 
inability of police to pursue suspects believed to be carrying illegal 
weapons, which often wind up in the hands of minors.  

He called on others, including those of differing political 
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Lumumba addresses City’s 
response to violent crime 
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has taken to bring more 
officers into the fold and 
modernize the department 
with body cameras, new 
patrol cars and SUVs, and 
a $4 million Real Time 
Command Center. 
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viewpoints, to the table to explore pragmatic approaches to stemming violent crime.  

The mayor noted, however, cutting down on violent crime is not a problem that can simply be out-
policed. That is one part of the equation, Lumumba said, but it will take all of us working together to 
make a difference. 

“We know it takes all elements of the community - in a block by block approach - to truly regain the 
trust of a neighborhood.”  

Since becoming mayor in 2017, Lumumba has worked to elevate the living standards of City of 
Jackson workers. He ended a furlough when he took office and gave all city employees a cost of 
living increase in pay, the first in over 12 years. In response to the need for additional JPD officers, 
the mayor and City Council worked together to raise the base pay of recruits out of the academy. 
When the pandemic first hit, Lumumba was one of the only mayors in the country to eliminate 
healthcare premiums for all city employees. This resulted in a pay bump and health care safety net. He 
promised to do more for city workers and those contracted by the City. That includes a comprehensive 
pay analysis that compares city pay to the private sector and takes into consideration an employee’s 
years of service.  

Lumumba also addressed the coronavirus pandemic in his speech, explaining the measures he has 
taken to protect the public health of residents in Jackson and also streamline the vaccination process 
for residents without suitable transportation. Lumumba was one of the first mayors in the state to 
implement a mask mandate when coronavirus cases and deaths first occurred, and he has kept the 
mandate in place since - despite political pressure. The mayor explained he would do everything 
possible to ensure Jackson residents were protected and lauded the sacrifice of the business 
community to limit exposure to the virus.  

The mayor ended his speech with a promise to include the vision and voices of all Jacksonians in 
pursuit of the betterment of the City, and a vow to continue to fight for Jackson’s future.  

“We still have a way to go to achieve our collective vision, but I’m certain we are on 
the right track. Many of Jackson’s problems are historic and it will take time to set 

pathways to sustainable progress, but we are on our way, and the best is yet to come…
We believe in this and we will continue to fight for Jackson’s renaissance with all of 

our hearts and souls.”  - Mayor Lumumba 
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Overhaul of Jackson’s water billing/meter 
system key to City’s future  

The city of Jackson’s fundamental financial issue has been for years the inability to collect on water 
bills. That has put the city millions of dollars in the hole for years. 

What this means for residents is simple: The less money coming in has had a direct impact on the 
water system as a whole. That includes the City’s two water plants which suffered severe 
consequences during the February freeze, and water and sewer pipes - some of which are over 100 
years old.  

The brunt of the issue stems from the City’s close to 
$90 million contract with Siemens Industry to install 
and update the water billing and water meter system. 
Millions of dollars in savings were promised when it 
was signed in 2012; the exact opposite occurred. 
Mayor Lumumba took Siemens to court and recouped 
the entire amount of that contract in the largest 
settlement in City history.  

Since then, the administration has been working 
largely behind the scenes to ensure two things: the 
City completely overhauls its water meter and billing 
system to make sure customers have accurate and 
consistent service and to make sure options are 
available for those who struggle to make payments or 
have legitimate grievances over their bills.  

In recent weeks, the City has begun to see great progress and work is being done now to eventually 
replace all the water meters in the City. Utility Metering Solutions - through a contract with the City - 
is currently installing new, modern water meters to businesses across Jackson. They will eventually 
replace and install water meters for all Jackson residences by November of 2023.  

Meanwhile, water customers now have access to a much more convenient billing process following 
the completion of an online portal that allows users to track their water bills and water usage and 
make payments online or by cellphone. Additional information on the upgrades and how an account 
profile can be set up can be found on the City’s website. 
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Work is now underway to overhaul the 
City’s water meter and billing system. 

The extensive process will lead to 
accurate and consistent billing and help 

to prop up the City’s water and sewer 
Enterprise Fund.



DECEMBER 1, 2021 CITY OF JACKSON

West and East County Line roads connected, 
promising boon in commerce  

A ribbon-cutting ceremony was held in October to celebrate the completion of a long-anticipated 
project connecting the heavily-travelled West and East County Line roads. The project also included a 
variety of other changes to the roadways and infrastructure near Tougaloo College in North Jackson.  

Among the biggest changes is the relocation of 6,300 
feet of Canadian National Railway tracks, the addition 
of three overpasses and the closure of three at-grade 
rail crossings. 
The $16 million project, which began over 21 years 
ago, is both an ease of access and quality of life issue 
for those who travel on the roadway. It means students, 
staff and visitors to Tougaloo College, as well as local 
residents, will no longer be stuck in traffic and forced 
to wait on the train. 

It also eliminates the need for a crosswalk meaning 
trains will no longer have to blow their horns as they 
travel through the area, and that will come as a relief to 
nearby residents.  

Most importantly, project completion is expected to 
lead to increased economic development along the 

high profile corridor, which includes property owned by Tougaloo College. 

Mayor Chokwe Antar Lumumba was joined by U.S. Rep. Bennie G. Thompson, Transportation 
Commissioner Willie Simmons, Sen. John Horhn, Rep. Debra Gibbs, Jackson Councilwoman 
Angelique C. Lee, President and CEO of Neel-Schaffer Hibbett Neel, P.E., Tougaloo College 
President Dr. Carmen J. Walters and other officials at the ceremony on Oct. 11.

The project completion comes as another multi-million mixed used construction project is now 
underway, and will result in close to 200 new homes and commercial and retail space next to the 
Jackson Medical Mall.
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The completion of an over 20-year 
project to make improvements to and 
connect West and East County Line 
roads is expected to bring additional 
commerce to the City of Jackson and 
make travel on the road more efficient.
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Multi-million dollar project will ensure water 
flow to South Jackson 

In response to the water crisis during the extreme winter storm system in February, the Lumumba 
Administration proposed a $8 million plan to install a 48-inch water distribution main to improve 
water flow to areas of the City, including South Jackson.  

The project was designed to allow larger quantities of water to flow into the system to improve the 
City’s water pressure. Currently, the water flows through multiple-sized, older cast iron pipes and for 
a longer distance. This has led to a loss of pressure as the water travels through small diameter pipes. 

Once completed, the main will have the capacity to provide up to four times the amount of water flow 
than the existing piping. Work is now underway to lay the new main from the upper end of North 
Jefferson Street all the way to Interstate 20, a distance of five miles. This phase of the project will 
connect the main from the J.H. Fewell Plant, and also include connections at Poplar, Monroe, High, 
Amite, Pearl and Rankin streets, and McDowell Road and I-55 South Frontage Road.  

The project is expected to be completed by early 2023, said City Engineer Dr. Charles Williams. It 
will benefit the following neighborhoods and areas: Belhaven, Belhaven Heights, Eastern portions of 
Downtown, South Jackson and the I-55 southern corridor. 

City of Jackson, Marilyn Guice honored 
The statewide transportation association has taken 
notice of the continued work of staff in the City’s 
Department of Planning and Development to update 
and modernize Jackson’s public transportation 
network and also bring in millions of dollars in 
federal grant money. 

The Mississippi Public Transportation Association 
(MPTA) on Nov. 2 honored the City’s commitment to 
overhauling JTRAN with its Urban System of the 
Year award and recognized Marilyn Guice as 
Transportation Manager of the Year.  
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The Mississippi Public Transportation 
Association recognized the City of 

Jackson for continued work to improve 
and modernize JTRAN.
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Upcoming events  

Capital City Lights:  

The City of Jackson’s kickoff of the holiday season will be filled with holiday-themed events, lights, 
decorations, music, food and shopping. The series of events, called Capital City Lights, will take place 
from 4 p.m. to 11 p.m. in downtown Jackson on Dec. 3. 

The activities will take place in the absence of a Christmas parade this year. Some of the numerous 
activities that afternoon and night are listed below: 

• Christmas by candlelight 

• Ice skating rink 

• Two outdoor holiday markets for shopping (Magnolia Sunset Markets and JXN Flea 
Market) 

• Bethlehem Tree Museum Store open houses 

• Classic cars, emergency vehicles set up in “touch-a-truck” style 

• Live music, marching bands 

• Lights and decorations everywhere 

• Food trucks 

• SugarPlum Shoppe 

• Photos with Santa and the First Family  

• Surprise performances and giveaways  

• “The Nutcracker” 

City of Jackson Bicentennial Celebration: 

In celebration of Jackson’s 200-year-anniversary, the City and dozens of partners are gearing up for 
several events aimed in large part at telling the story of Jackson residents, hoping to shine a light on 
who they are, what their experience of Jackson has been, and where they hope the City will go.  
 
The official kickoff was on Monday, Nov. 29 in the lobby of Thalia Mara Hall in downtown Jackson. 
The City will release more information on the upcoming events in the near future. 
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