
642 GENERAL OFFENSES CODE 

CHAPTER642 
Offenses Relating to Property 

642.01 Definitions. 642.13 Misuse of credit cards. 

642.02 Theft. 642.14 Making or using slugs. 
642.03 Degree of offense 642.15 Defrauding a livery or 

when certain property hostelry. 
involved. 

642.04 Unauthorized use of a 642.16 Tampering with records. 
vehicle. 

642.05 Unauthorized use of 642.17 Securing writings by 
property. deception. 

642.06 Injuring vines, 642.18 Personating an officer. 
bushes, trees or 
crops. 

642.07 Arson. 642.19 Defrauding creditors. 
642.08 Criminal damaging or 642.20 Receiving stolen property. 

endangering. 
642.09 Criminal mischief. 642.21 Desecration. 
642.10 Criminal trespass. 642.22 Removal of improvements 

from real property. 
642.11 Tampering with coin 642.23 Advertising on private 

machines. property. 
642.12 Passing bad checks. 642.24 Aggravated criminal 

trespass. 

CROSS REFERENCES 

See section histories for similar State law 
Value of written instrument or evidence of debt- see ORC 1.07 
Determining property value or amount of physical harm in arson see ORC 2909.11 
Value of stolen property see ORC 2913.61 
Parents' liability for destructive acts of their children - see ORC 3109.09 
Alteration, injury, removal of traffic control devices- see TRAF. 414.08 
Offenses relating to theft of motor vehicles- see TRAP. Ch. 444 
Definitions generally- see GEN. OFF. 606.01 
"Physical harm to property" defined- see GEN. OFF. 606.0l(d) 
"Serious physical harm to property" defined- see GEN OFF. 606.0l(f) 
"Property" defined- see GEN. OFF. 606.0lG) 
Detention of shoplifters - see GEN. OFF. 606.24 
Disposition of property held by Police Department- see GEN. OFF. 606.25 
Discrimination in the sale or rental of real property - see GEN. OFF. 628.02(a), (b) 
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(p) "Computer program" means an ordered set of data representing coded
instructions or statements that, when executed by a computer, cause the computer to 
process data. 

( q) "Data" means a representation of information, knowledge, facts, concepts
or instructions that are prepared in a formalized manner and that are intended for use in a 
computer system or network. (ORC 2913.01) (Ord. No. 3049-83. Effective 2-22-83.) 

642.02 THEFT. 
(a) No person, with purpose to deprive the owner of property or services, shall

knowingly obtain or exert control over either the property or services in any of the 
following ways: 

(1) Without the consent of the owner or person authorized to give
consent;

(2) Beyond the scope of the express or implied consent of the owner or
person authorized to give consent;

(3) By deception;
(4) By threat.

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of petty theft, a misdemeanor of the
first degree, provided the value of the property or services stolen is less than three 
hundred dollars ($300) and provided the property stolen is not any of the property listed 
in Section 642.03 and provided the offender has not previously been convicted of a theft 
offense and provided the property stolen is not a motor vehicle as defined in ORC 
4501.01. Punishment shall be as provided in Section 698.01 
(ORC 2913.02) (Ord. No. 3049-83. Effective 2-22-83.) 

642.03 DEGREE OF OFFENSE WHEN CERTAIN PROPERTY INVOLVED. 
Regardless of the value of the property involved, and regardless of whether the 

offender has previously been convicted of a theft offense, a violation of Section 642.02 or 
642.20 is not a misdemeanor if the property involved is any of the following: 

(a) A credit card;
(b) A printed form for a check or other negotiable instrument, which on its

face identifies the drawer or maker for whose use it is designed or
identifies the account on which it is to be drawn, and which has not been
executed by the drawer or maker or on which the amount is blank;

(c) A firearm or dangerous ordnance, as defined in Section 672.01;
(d) A motor vehicle, as defined in ORC 4501.01;
(e) A motor vehicle identification license plate as prescribed by ORC 4503.22

or as prescribed by the applicable law of another state or the United States;
(f) A blank form for a certificate oftitle or a manufacturer's or importer's

certificate to a motor vehicle, as prescribed by ORC 4505.07;
(g) A blank form for any license listed in ORC 4507.01 (ORC 2913.71)
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642.04 UNAUTHORIZED USE OF A VEHICLE. 
(a) No person shall knowingly use or operate an aircraft, motor vehicle,

motorcycle, motorboat or other motor-propelled vehicle without the consent of the owner 
or person authorized to give consent. 

(b) The following are affirmative defenses to a charge under this section:
(1) At the time of the alleged offense, the actor, though mistaken,

reasonably believed that he was authorized to use or operate the
property.

(2) At the time of the alleged offense, the actor reasonably believed
that the owner or person empowered to give consent would
authorize the actor to use or operate the property.

( c) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unauthorized use of a vehicle, a
misdemeanor of the first degree, provided the offender has not previously been convicted 
of a violation of this section or of any other theft offense. Punishment shall be as 
provided in Section 698.02. (ORC 2913.03) 

642.05 UNAUTHORIZED USE OF PROPERTY. 
(a) No person shall knowingly use or operate the property of another without

the consent of the owner or person authorized to give consent. 

(b) The affirmative defenses contained in Section 642.04(b) are affirmative
defenses to a charge under this section. 

( c) Whoever violates this section is guilty of unauthorized use of property, a
misdemeanor of the fourth degree. Punishment shall be as provided in Section 698.02. 
(ORC 2913.04) 

642.06 INJURING VINES, BUSHES, TREES OR CROPS. 
(a) No person, without privilege to do so, shall recklessly cut down, destroy,

girdle or otherwise injure a vine, bush, shrub, sapling, tree or crop standing or growing on 
the land of another or upon public land. 

In addition to the penalty provided in Subsection (b) hereof, whoever violates this 
section is liable in treble damages for the injury caused. (ORC 901.51) 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor.
Punishment shall be as provided in Section 698.02. (ORC 901.99). 

642.07 ARSON. 
(a) No person, by means of fire or explosion, shall knowingly cause or create

a substantial risk of physical harm to any property of another without his consent. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of arson, a misdemeanor of the first
degree, provided the value of the property or the amount of physical harm involved is less 
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( d) It is no defense to a charge under this section that the offender was
authorized to enter or remain on the land or premises involved, when such authorization 
was secured by deception. 

( e) As used in this section, "land or premises" includes any land, building,
structure or place belonging to, controlled by, or in custody of, another, and any separate 
enclosures or room or portion thereof. 

(f) Whoever violates this section is guilty of aggravated criminal trespass, a
misdemeanor of the first degree. Punishment shall be as provided in Section 698.02. 
(ORC 2911.21) (Ord. 3443-90. Passed 5-8-90) 
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