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Mayor’s Christmas 
Tree Lighting

Friday, December 1 from 6 – 8 p.m.
Lincoln Park Civic Commons

Fall Leaf Collection
Please have leaves raked to

the curb by Monday, November 28
for the final pass.

Yard Debris Center
New Winter Hours Open Saturdays 

 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., starting  
December 2 through March 2

Kettering Christmas Day Gathering
Monday, December 25 from 11 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Free Event at Charles I Lathrem Center
2900 Glengarry Drive

Veterans Day Ceremony
Saturday, November 11 at 11 a.m.

Veterans Plaza at Delco Park 
1700 Delco Park Drive

Mayor’s WelcomeMayor’s Welcome  MARK YOUR CALENDAR!

www.ketteringoh.org
       @Kettering_OH

      City of Kettering, Ohio – Government

Kettering Mayor & Council
Peggy Lehner, Mayor 
Peggy.Lehner@ketteringoh.org . . . . . . 937. 477.7640

Jacque Fisher, Vice Mayor, At Large 
Jacque.Fisher@ketteringoh.org . . . . . . 937. 232.1637

Jyl Hall, At Large  
Jyl.Hall@ketteringoh.org . . . . . . . . . . . . 937. 604.5341

Lisa Duvall, District 1 
Lisa.Duvall@ketteringoh.org. . . . . . . . . . . . 937. 838.7425

Bob Scott, District 2 
Bob.Scott@ketteringoh.org . . . . . . . . . . . . . 937. 478.9910

Tony Klepacz, District 3 
Tony.Klepacz@ketteringoh.org  . . . . . . 937. 657.3327

Bruce E. Duke, District 4 
Bruce.Duke@ketteringoh.org . . . . . . . . 937. 299.2259

Matt Greeson, City Manager 
Matt.Greeson@ketteringoh.org . . . . . . . 937. 296.2412

Steven Bergstresser, Assistant City Manager 
Steven.Bergstresser@ketteringoh.org . . 937. 296.2412

Council Office
KetteringMayorCouncil@ketteringoh.org . . 937. 296.2416

Dear Neighbors:

It seems impossible that the holidays are upon us once again, and 
winter is just around the corner. As we head toward the new year, I 
often reflect on the blessings I have enjoyed both personally and 
professionally during the past 12 months. For many, as the year 
ends, accomplished missions are celebrated, loved ones are held 
a little tighter and new beginnings are welcomed.

Two of Kettering’s public servants with a combined 53 years of 
service will soon be free for other activities every second and fourth Tuesday each month!  
Councilman Bruce Duke and Councilman Tony Klepacz have participated in nearly 2,000 
meetings combined and countless community events. 

Mr. Duke began his public service to residents in District 4 in 1986.  Yes, you read 
that correctly.  During his tenure, Mr. Duke has been passionate about the quality 
of living in Kettering. To broaden his reach and strengthen the possibilities for 
Kettering residents, Mr. Duke was a member of the National League of Cities 
Board of Directors. 

Throughout his tenure on Council, Mr. Duke mastered and helped refine City 
processes to accomplish important objectives for Kettering residents.  One of the 

many contributions Mr. Duke made to our community exemplifies his mission as a public 
servant—to bring about collaboration and continued learning.  And, so was created the 
Kettering Leadership Academy.  

Now in its 20th year, the Kettering Leadership Academy has accomplished everything Mr. Duke 
imagined it to be. So far, 250 graduates have participated in this nine-month curriculum 
with more knowledge and skills to help lead a community. Class members learn about 
every major aspect of community life including public safety, city government, education/
schools, community diversity, history, health care, business and service clubs/volunteering. 
Participants are selected based on their leadership potential and demonstrated commitment 
to the community. Program graduates are able to form a foundation of people who are 
uniquely qualified for the responsibilities of future community leadership.

Councilman Tony Klepacz, also known as Mr. Shop Kettering, made sure to 
creatively and consistently remind citizens of the importance of buying 
locally adding levity to every Council meeting. Having served District 3 
since 2007, Mr. Klepacz has helped to maintain and improve Kettering 
in so many ways. His keen eye for fiscal management and commitment 
to property maintenance were integral in continuing to make Kettering a 
wonderful place to live for every single resident.

Mr. Klepacz was instrumental in helping to organize the award-winning Summer Food 
Program each year to provide free lunches for Kettering children in need. To date, volunteer 
groups pick a week to provide food and serve meals at a defined location each summer. 
This program has fed so many children and has brought about tremendous community 
collaboration. The best part is recess when the adults get to play kickball with the kids or 
create sidewalk masterpieces with chalk. This program has proven to nourish participants’ 
minds, bodies and souls reflecting the kindness with which Mr. Klepacz approaches everyone 
with whom he comes in contact. When you’re driving or walking through Kettering, and you 
see the mast arm traffic signals, think of Mr. Klepacz who had a major hand in the conversion 
of many of the span wire signals. 

The dias will not be quite the same without these two community pillars. They took their 
positions very seriously and advocated for all Kettering residents. Along with their hard work and 
dedication, the support of their families is equally important. I have no doubt that community 
events oftentimes interrupted family birthdays and anniversaries; and, we are grateful for the 
patience and support of their families who shared them with all of us for so many years.

Thank you for your impassioned service to our community. 

Peggy Lehner, Mayor of Kettering
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STAYON – IT’S BACK
If your household has fallen behind on water, electric and gas payment, we may 
be able to help.

This program is for Kettering residents; homeowners and tenants that meet the 
following criteria:

1. Your household income must not exceed income levels listed in the 2023 Income 
Limits table to the right.

2. Your household has fallen behind on utilities due to a COVID-related reason. 
Yes, the pandemic was declared over, but its effects are still real. If you lost hours 
because you or a family member were sick, or lost a job for the same reason, 
we may be able to help,

3. You must be current in your housing payments- mortgage or rent. This is a federal 
rule, and we are not able to waive it under any circumstances.

To request an application, please call the STAYON HOTLINE at 937-296-3247 or email 
STAYON@ketteringoh.org. We hope to help you STAY-ON soon!

Kettering Safe Senior Program 
Celebrates a Decade of Success
The Kettering Police Department offers a variety of services far beyond traditional traffic 
safety. In a day’s work, officers meet people from all walks of life, and they do their utmost 
to serve in whatever capacity is necessary to keep residents safe. From their experiences, 
officers share information and continually develop new ways to better assist the public. 
The Kettering Safe Senior Program is one of many that started from an officer’s connection 
with residents.

Since 2013, a unique safety program has been in place for Kettering seniors 
and residents needing assistance. While a patrolman, Officer Edward 

Drayton had an experience with a senior citizen that has now led to 
more than ten years of heightened safety for seniors and people with 
disabilities. The program gives residents an opportunity to provide 
extra protection for themselves and their loved ones who may need 
extra assistance in the event of an emergency.

The voluntary program is designed for residents who meet one of three 
criteria: any age with dementia; 65-and-older living alone with a condition 

that is incapacitating; or someone of any age with a developmental disorder. Police will 
document and retain information regarding a resident’s health or need to be used in 
case of emergency.

Residents needing this service are encouraged to contact Officer Drayton at 937-296-2566 
to begin the application process. Officer Drayton will meet with the resident to determine 
which services will best suit each situation. For instance, a lockbox may be installed to 
allow first responders to gain access to a home in case of emergency without having to 
break down a door.

This initiative has been replicated by other communities who have learned about its 
positive impact on Kettering residents in need and their caregivers. Please do not hesitate 
to give Officer Drayton a call for more information.

KLA Community 
Cupboard
K e t t e r i n g  L e a d e r s h i p 
Academy’s Class of 2023 is 
proud to introduce Kettering’s 
first Community Cupboard 
located at Oakview Elementary 
School at the corner of Stroop Road and 
Ackerman Boulevard. The cupboard will be 
accessible 24/7 stocked with non-perishable 
food items, hygiene and household supplies 
and information for a variety of community 
resources. Two additional locations have also 
been approved, and details will be shared 
at a later date. Cupboard maintenance 
will happen collaboratively between the 
school and other community groups. The 
philosophy behind the cupboard is for 
people to take what they need and give what 
they can. This initiative would not be possible 
without the efforts of KLA ’23 and countless 
partnerships created to make this concept 
a reality. Many thanks to Day-Air Credit 
Union, Bogg Ministries, Lowe’s Centerville 
on Wilmington Pike, Dor Wood Optimists, 
Good Shepherd Church, Kettering City 
Schools – Oakview Elementary, Kettering City 
Schools Forward Foundation and Kettering 
Rotary Club.

KETTERING WINTER THROWBACK!
On March 22, 1968, Kettering was hit with 11.2 
inches of snow —two days after the offical start 
of spring. Punxsutawney Phil was recorded as 
seeing his shadow that year -- he got it right!

I told 
y'all!

2023 INCOME LIMITS  
(effective June 15, 2023) 

Household Size 80% AMI

1 $49,850

2 $57,000

3 $64,100

4 $71,200

5 $76,900

6 $82,600

7 $88,300

8 $94,000
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Capital Improvement Projects

CITY FACILITIES
During 2024, efforts will focus on maintaining 
and improving current infrastructure. 
Improvements to be made for Parks, 
Recreation and Cultural Arts facilities 
including: restroom improvements at Indian 
Riffle Park ($60,000); floor refinishing at the 
Kettering Recreation Complex and Rosewood 
Arts Center ($7,000); painting at the Water Park 
and Main Pool ($40,000); Water Park lighting, 
audio maintenance and lightning detection 
($35,000); slide maintenance ($24,000); 
concession improvements ($15,000); cashier 
security ($20,000); roof replacement on the 
house at Polen Farm ($30,000); Lincoln Park 
Civic Commons air handler replacements 
in concessions ($35,000); fountain light 
replacement ($45,000); Fraze orchestra 

courtesy rails replaced ($15,000), as well as 
the rooftop HVAC ($175,000). 

The Government Center and Public Service 
Center facilities will receive repairs and 
maintenance including repairs to roof, 
salt dome and water lines, as well as 
improvements to the leaf farm ($115,000). 

Maintenance at the fire stations including: 
TOX sensor replacements – one per year 
for four years ($35,000); four fold doors rust 
removal and sealed ($35,000); miscellaneous 
improvements ($140,000); ADA improvements 
($25,000); and facility chargebacks ($123,000). 

Kettering Municipal Court will receive an 
upgrade to their security system and carpet 
replacement ($110,000).

The City of Kettering Engineering Department manages the implementation of the Capital 
Improvement Program (CIP) as it relates to infrastructure including streets, drainage, 
sidewalks, bridges and City facilities. The proposed 2024 CIP budget totals $13.1 million. 
The City’s outlay for 2024 will be $7.9 million after grant funding sources are considered.

TRAFFIC CONTROL PROJECTS
The traffic signal replacement program 
began in 2011, and the City will begin right-
of-way acquisition for Phase 4 ($50,000) in 
2024. In 2025 and 2026, traffic signals will 
be replaced at Research at both County 
Line and Founders, Wilmington and Meijer, 
Dorothy and Delco Park and Woodman and 
Vale. Other traffic-related items include 
maintenance ($10,000), pavement marking 
program ($25,000) and miscellaneous 
transportation ($20,000). The City partners 
with Miami Valley Communications Council 
for the annual pavement marking program. 
The school flashers will be installed on 
Shroyer and Glengarry during fall of 2023. 

PARKS INFRASTRUCTURE

Improvements to parks infrastructure 
include miscellaneous CIP items ($30,000), 
park concrete repair at State Farm Park  
($40,000); Oak Park playground surface 
replacement ($197,000); amenities including 
benches, trash cans and grills at Southdale 
Park ($65,000); park painting / repair 
program ($30,000), park aggregate path 
repair at Pondview Park to replace ADA 
material ($100,000); tennis / basketball 
courts at Kantner, Berwin and Van Buren 
Parks ($41,000); paver replacement at Polen 
Farm ($120,000); and tree grate replacement 
($100,000); Delco Park BMX track repair 
($125,000); 1% for the Arts to be determined 
($40,000); and tree planting and landscaping 
for street construction ($209,000). 
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ROADWAY PROJECTS 
The general asphalt resurfacing project 
budget increased from $1.2 million to 
$1.5 million in 2024 to include Avon Way, 
Canterbury, Chatham, Indian Hill, Claridge, 
Windingway, Lenox to Far Hills, Greendale, 
Pellham, Tamarac, Wygate, Foxridge and 
Strathmoor, Ansel, Peach Orchard, Acorn 
Walk, Twilight Hill, Meadow Lane and 
Sylvandale.  A consultant will drive and 
record street conditions citywide and will 
use the evaluation to develop a citywide 
pavement condition assessment. This occurs 
every four years ($75,000). 

CURB, SIDEWALK AND DRIVE 
APPROACH REPAIRS 
Phase 3 repairs, concrete work and resurfacing 
in the Newcom Knolls neighborhood is 
budgeted at $2,280,000 combined with State 
Gas Revenue Tax ($500,000). Dell Ridge and 
Dellwood Estates neighborhoods are also 
included in this plan. Montgomery County 
is working on a water main replacement 
program now, and the City will follow up 
next year to replace deteriorated concrete 
curb and drive approaches and resurface 
the roadways. 

ADA REPLACEMENT PROGRAM 

The ADA Replacement Program is used to 
replace curb ramps on streets that may be 
eligible for federal funding in the future, 
to make them simpler projects to fund and 
construct when federal funds are used. Ramp 
replacement will take place on Dixie north of 
Dorothy ($165,000).

ROADWAY IMPROVEMENTS 
Improvements will be made from E. David 
Road from Far Hills to Ackerman ($1.2 million 
for which Kettering will cover $228,000 
with Federal and OPWC grants paying the 
balance) to replace traffic signals and repair 
curbs on David over the hill toward Far Hills 
to better establish road edge; resurfacing on 
Far Hills Avenue from Talawanda to David 
Road ($540,000 for which Kettering will 
pay $110,000; ODOT will pay the balance); 
improvements on Marshall Road in 2026 from 
E. David to Wilmington ($80,000); resurfacing 
Research Boulevard from Woodman to 
County Line ($.5 million for which Kettering 
will contribute $350,000).

BRIDGE REPAIR PROJECTS 

Danube Court Bridge will be replaced 
($708,000, of which Kettering will pay 
$36,000 with a $672,000 ODOT Municipal 
Bridge grant), as well as West Avenue 
Pedestrian Bridge ($250,000, for which 
Kettering pays $190,000 with a $60,000 
contribution from CDBG funds). Other 
projects include Flight l ine Bikeway 
($300,000) for property acquisition with the 
City of Dayton and Miami Valley Research 
Park Bike Path ($350,000, of which Kettering 
pays $225,000 with a $125,000 State Capital 
Budget grant).

STREETSCAPE PROJECTS 
Streetscape projects including West Stroop 
Sidewalk Overland to Southmoor Circle NW 
($440,000 of which Kettering will contribute 
$170,000 with a $264,000 Transportation 
Alternatives grant from MVRPC) and bike 
program and pole painting funds to assist 
in maintenance ($30,000). 

DRAINAGE PROJECTS 
Drainage projects include Storm Water 
Master Plan ($100,000); Wingview Drainage 
Improvements ($60,000), Wilmington Pike 
Drainage Improvements ($30,000); and 
Miscellaneous Drainage ($19,000). 

THOROUGHFARES, ARTERIALS AND 
COLLECTORS 
Resurfacing will take place on Woodman 
Drive from Danube to E. Dorothy and South 
Dixie from Stroop to Hoyle ($465,000). 

For more information on these 
projects, and others, go to www.

ketteringoh.org/current-road-
construction-project-updates.  

If you have any questions or 
concerns, please call the Engineering 

Department at 937-296-2436.
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Time to Winterize!
Portable Generator Tips
Ice storms and heavy snow falls can cause downed utility lines that can lead to power outages. 
Portable generators are a temporary solution to power your refrigerator or freezer to keep 
foods safe. It’s important to know that portable generators emit carbon monoxide (CO), a 
poisonous, deadly gas.

Use these tips to avoid CO exposure:

• Do not use a portable generator in an 
attached garage, even with the door open.

• Use portable generators outdoors in well-
ventilated areas at least 20 feet from all 
doors, windows and vent openings. Direct 
exhaust away from any openings.

• Make sure to install carbon monoxide (CO) 
alarms in your home. Follow manufacturer’s 
instructions for correct placement and 
mounting height. Contact the fire 
department if you have questions.

• Do not refuel a generator while it is hot. 
Turn off the generator and let it cool down 
before refueling.

Avoid Freezing  
Water Lines
Extreme cold can cause water pipes in 
your home to freeze and sometimes burst. 
When extreme cold is expected some tips 
on keeping you water lines flowing:

• Leave water lines flowing with a slight 
drip.

• Make sure the spaces near pipes are 
warm – such as opening the doors under 
kitchen sinks.

• If your pipes do freeze – thaw them 
slowly with a hair drier.

• In an emergency —if no other water 
is available— snow can be melted for 
water. Bringing water to a rolling boil 
for one minute will kill any organisms 
present, but won’t remove pollutants 
sometimes found in snow.

Waterproofing Your Home
Take a look at the outside of your house and look for areas that need caulking. Polyurethane 
caulking is a good choice for sealing your home from drafts and leaks to save energy as well 
as keeping out the elements. Locations include: gutter and downspout seams, plumbing 
and furnace vent pipes, around flashing seams between roof and siding, around door and 
window frames, along siding joints, around dryer vents and at wire entrances. 

Check that your gutters and downspouts are clean and getting water away from your home. 
Water can cause a lot of damage if left unchecked. 

Take a look at your doors and windows for weather stripping that needs to be replaced or 
repaired. 

Inside have your furnace checked. You may be able to do periodic maintenance like changing 
the filter but other items such as inspection of the fuel lines, safety items, burners, etc. should 
be performed by a qualified repair person. Your utility may also offer this service.

• Store fuel for the generator in a container 
that is intended and labeled as such. Store 
the containers outside of the building.

• When plugging in items, make sure they 
are plugged directly into the generator or 
a heavy duty outdoor-rated extension cord. 
Check cords for cuts, tears and that the plug 
has all three prongs. 

• Generator outlets should have ground-fault 
circuit-interrupter protection for personnel 
identified for portable use.

Portable generator exhaust 
is toxic and deadly. If you can 

smell it, you are inhaling it. 

Show Your Support for Kettering
 Small Businesses! 
As the holidays approach, please remember to support our local Kettering 
small businesses, restaurants and service providers. We are fortunate 
in Kettering to have a wide variety of exceptional small businesses. 
Whether you need a last minute gift or a place to share a special holiday 
meal, Kettering offers so many unique options.You have a choice each 
time you buy groceries, go out to eat, shop, use a service technician or 
craftsperson for your home, and even when you buy gas for your car. Why 
not make a commitment that in addition to the giving of gifts this season; 
you will also give back to the Kettering community by supporting our 
local retailers? By doing so, you are contributing to the wellbeing of the 
Kettering community and the livelihood of your neighbors. 

SMALL 
BUSINESS 
SATURDAY
November 25
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Medicare Open Enrollment
Medicare is a complex program that offers older 
Americans and disabled persons medical insurance 
at retirement or when they can no longer work 
due to their disability. Like all federal programs, 
there are many rules and regulations 
governing the system causing enrollment 
to be confusing. Having a professional that 
understands the system can help you get 
the most out of your Medicare.

Individuals approaching 65 should 
start considering Medicare. The initial 
enrollment period is three months before 
your birth month, your birth month and 
three months after the year you turn 65. If 
you do not enroll during that time, you will 
pay penalties for the months that you do not sign 
up unless you have coverage from your employer or 
your spouse’s employer.

Even after you are initially enrolled in Medicare, the 
choices continue to change. Each year, Medicare 

plans can change, and it is important that you 
know what changes have been made and how 

they affect you. The annual open enrollment 
period is October 15 through December 
7. During this period, beneficiaries may 
change their Medicare plans for the 
Medicare Open Enrollment coming year to 
keep up with those changes. Your health 
care needs change from year to year, and it 
is important to make appropriate changes 

during open enrollment to suit your needs 
for the following year. With hundreds of 

choices, it is even more important to seek 
help from someone who knows those changes.

For basic questions about Medicare or the list of 
local Medicare advisors contact the Senior Services 

Coordinator at 937-296-3356 or by email at natalie.storms@
ketteringoh.org

Veterans Day CeremonyVeterans Day Ceremony
Saturday, November 11 at 11 a.m.

Veterans Plaza at Delco Park, 1700 Delco Park Drive 

A Veterans Day celebration  
will be held at Veterans Memorial 
Plaza, Delco Park, 1700 Delco Park 
Drive, Saturday, November 11, at 

11 a.m. The City invites you to share 
in this wonderful opportunity to 

show our respect and appreciation 
for veterans and active duty service 

members in our families, community 
and around the world. Rain or shine. 

Cancelled if severe weather is  
in the vicinity.
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Officer of the Year

Retirements

Congratulations to Officer 
Shiloh Colón for receiving 

the honor of Officer of the 
Year from the Kiwanis Club! Officer 
Colón was hired by the Kettering 
Police Department on October 19, 
2015. Prior to Kettering, Officer 
Colón spent four years with 
Sugarcreek Township PD. She is an 
Evidence Officer, part of the Honor 
Guard and served as a Field Training 
Officer. Officer Colón has been a go-to 
officer for evidence work for several years 
and processes the majority of the National 
Integrated Ballistic Information Network 
(NIBIN) testing for firearms. Officer Colón is 
called into work numerous times to process 
evidence work for detectives or when there 
are no other evidence crews available. She 
regularly attends the OIOA Conference and 
is always looking for better ways to improve 
the evidence program.

Officer Colón is a valuable member of the 
Honor Guard Team. She is very committed 

and dedicated to every detail that she works, 
always striving to perform to the best of her 

ability. Shiloh is always willing to work 
all details no matter how big or 

small. She understands that every 
detail matters and that she is 
representing the Kettering Police 
Department, City of Kettering, 
the United States of America and 

her coworkers.

Shiloh has trained many of our 
officers during their field-training 

program. She leads by example through her 
words and actions. She has demonstrated 
the values of honesty, empathy and respect, 
inspiring others to do the same. The most 
admirable thing about Shiloh is how humble 
she is about all of the assignments that she 
does. She never seeks recognition or praise, 
but instead she focuses on making a positive 
impact with the citizens of Kettering and her 
coworkers. This is a quality that we can all learn 
from; the importance of doing well without 
seeking anything in return.

Coffee with Cops occurs on the third Wednesday of each month from 11:45 a.m. to 12:45 
p.m. at the Lathrem Senior Center and is targeted toward citizens 55 and older. Those 
wishing to attend do not need to be members of the senior center. November’s topic 
will be the job/duties of the public information officer, December’s topic will be K9, and 
January’s will be the job/duties of the VICE Unit. Visit playkettering.org to register.

Congratulations on a well-deserved award,  and thank you for all you do!

Sergeant Jeff Perkins led 
his final roll call in front 

of family,  fr iends 
and co-workers in 
Council Chambers 
September 6. Sgt. 

Perkins retired from 
KPD after over 34 years 

o f dedicated service to KPD 
and the community of Kettering. During 
Sgt. Perkins' career, he touched many lives 
and mentored many others. He rose to 
the rank of sergeant in 2010 and assumed 
countless roles for KPD throughout his 
career. He was the Personnel and Training 
Officer, Internal Affairs Sergeant, member 
of the SWAT team, member of the Bike Unit, 
Fitness Coordinator, Firearms Instructor, Field 
Training Officer, R.A.D Instructor and Taser 
Instructor. Congratulations on a great career 
and best of luck in retirement!

Josh Wolf was sworn in as KPD's newest 
sergeant at the August 8 City Council meeting. 
Sgt. Wolf has proven to be an extremely 
valuable employee to KPD throughout his 
career, and he has has taken on several 
extra responsibilities for the betterment of 
the organization. He is part of the accident 
investigations team, field training officer, 
SWAT member, motorcycle officer, bike team 
and KPD Honor Guard. Sgt. Wolf was also 
recently named KPD's 2022 Top Cop.

Congratulations, Sgt. Wolf!

Officer Matthew Woolf 
retired August 27, 2023. 

Matt was hired in April 
2001, and joined several 
family members who 
served the Kettering 

community. In total, the 
Woolf family dedicated 

more than 182 years to the 
police department. Officer Woolf's father, 
Dave (captain) – 42 years; his uncle, Dana 
(patrol officer) - 25 years; his wife, Angie - 
33 years; his father-in-law, Dennis Keogh 
(sergeant) – 25 years; his grandfather, Bob 
– 15+ years (volunteer); and his father's wife, 
Ann – 20 years. Officer Woolf’s departure 
ends a very special era, and we are grateful 
for his service and that of his family. Best 
of luck.

Officer Douglas Kowalski 
began h is  career  at 

t h e  D a y t o n  Po l i c e 
D epar tment  where 
he served for 6 years. 
Officer Kowalski joined 

KPD on September 27, 
2004. Since beginning with 

KPD, Officer Kowalski has been 
a patrolman, VICE detective, field training 
officer, evidence technician, armorer for 
several weapon systems, NIBIN technician, 
range officer, general assignment detective 
and a violent crimes detective. Thank you, 
Officer Kowalski, for your years of dedicated 
service to the communities that you served 
and we wish you the best of luck in your 
retirement and all other future endeavors.

Promotion

CoffeeCoffee
CopCopwith awith a  
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CITY OF CITY OF 

KETTERING

Holiday Safety
The holiday season brings unique safety concerns. Here are a 
few tips you can use to prevent tragedy this holiday season:

• As you are hosting guests in your home this holiday season, have  
your guests keep purses and other bags that may contain medication 
out of children’s reach.

• Consider using battery-operated, flameless candles in your home. 
If you choose to burn candles, NEVER leave them unattended and 
ALWAYS place candles away from anything that could burn.

• Never cook while sleepy, drinking alcohol or taking medication that 
makes you drowsy.

• While cooking, always stay attentive and avoid distraction. This proves 
to be exceptionally difficult when guests come to visit. Set timers for 
your cooking and check it often. 

• If you choose to have a live Christmas tree, remember to keep the 
tree stand full of water and remove the tree if the needles begin to 
fall off showing that it is dry.

The Kettering Fire Department cannot 
emphasize enough the importance of 
having functioning carbon monoxide 
(CO) monitors in your home. Many 
people have heard of carbon monoxide 
but are not aware of what it is, how it 
affects you and what causes it. Carbon 
monoxide is a colorless and 
odorless gas commonly 
referred to as the “silent 
killer”.This gas is the 
result of incomplete 
combustion of fuels 
that  are  commonly 
used in households. 
Common sources of 
carbon monoxide include 
all gas appliances (furnaces, ovens and 
water heaters), wood burning stoves and 
fire places. The effects of this gas on the 
human body include headache, weakness, 
lightheadedness, dizziness, confusion and 
long-term exposure may kill you. If any of 

Carbon Monoxide
these symptoms occur, please call 911 to 
have the department ensure that a carbon 
monoxide leak is not present. The Kettering 
Fire Department encourages everyone to 
include these detectors in their homes, as 
well as periodic maintenance to ensure 
they are in working order. detectors in 

your homes and the upkeep 
of them. We recommend 
changing the batteries 
in your CO detectors 
twice per year — when 
it’s time to change the 
clocks in the spring and 
fall. Also, you should test 

the detector monthly. If 
you currently do not have 

one in your home,we suggest purchasing 
a combination detector at any local 
hardware or home improvement store 
which functions as a smoke detector and 
carbon monoxide detector all in one.

Space Heaters

Candles
December is the peak time of year for home 
candle fires. Nearly one-third of home candle fires 
started in the bedroom. You can follow these tips 
below to reduce the risk for a candle fire in your home.

• Blow out all candles when you leave the room or go to bed. Avoid 
the use of candles in the bedroom and other areas where people 
may fall asleep. 

• Keep candles at least 12 inches away from anything that can burn. 

• Use candle holders that are sturdy and won’t tip over easily.

• Put candle holders on a sturdy, uncluttered surface.

• Light candles carefully. Keep your hair and any loose clothing away 
from the flame. 

• Don’t burn a candle all the way down and put it out before it gets 
too close to the holder or container.

• Never use a candle if oxygen is used in the home.

• Have flashlights and battery-powered lighting ready to use during 
a power outage. Never use candles in the event of a power outage. 

• Never leave a child alone in a room with a burning candle. Keep 
matches and lighters up high and out of children’s reach, in a locked 
cabinet.

As we begin to feel the temperatures 
drop, we begin thinking of ways 
to heat our homes. One common 
method of heating is the use of space 
heaters. Here are just a few tips to 
keep in mind if you choose to use a 
space heater in your home.

• Keep things that burn at least three  
feet away from a space heater like 
blankets, furniture, clothes, pets and 
people.

• Plug heater directly into wall outlet, 
not an extension cord.

• Only use a heater with an automatic 
shut-off to ensure that the heater will 
turn off if it is tipped over.

• Turn heater off if you leave the room 
or go to sleep.

KETTERING WINTER THROWBACK!
One of Kettering’s worst blizzards struck on January 26, 
1978 with a whopping 12.2 inches of snowfall in this official 
blizzard! There was already 20 inches of snow on the ground 
when the blizzard hit, giving us a total cumulative snowfall of 
40 inches for the month of January in a year when our total 
snowfall was 52.9 inches. For comparison, Cincinnati got 6 
inches of snow and Columbus got 5 inches in this blizzard. 
Wind gusts also reached up to 60 miles per hour in our area 
(other areas expierenced gusts up to 100 miles per hour!) 
and it is still considered to be one of the most severe winter 
storms to hit the USA.
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THE MAP TO SUCCESS
Technical Assistance • Networking • Funding

MICROENTERPRISE ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 

Kettering Kicks Off Fall Session of 
MicroEnterprise Assistance Program 
The City’s Community Development and Economic Development Departments are, 
once again, partnering to present another round of the Microenterprise Assistance 
Program this fall. Classes and weekly networking sessions began on October 11 and 
ran through November 1. 

The course includes meaningful topics and presentations that have been carefully 
designed and selected for new/start-up businesses and companies that have been 
in operation for less than two years. The sessions focus on proper tax and accounting 
procedures, marketing your business, the basics of entrepreneurism and how to take the 
next steps to be successful. There will be time built-in to each agenda for networking 
and applying each sessions tips and insights. 

As in previous rounds, the fall session is being paired with a forgivable loan program 
for microenterprises that have a location in Kettering. To attend an upcoming session 
or learn more about the forgivable loan program, email econdev@ketteringoh.org. 

The Jimmy John's location at 3027 Wilmington Pike is the latest property to be awarded 
a grant through the Wilmington Pike Improvement Plan program. The program was 
established in 2013 to create value and encourage reinvestment along the Wilmington 
Pike corridor. All commercial land owners are eligible to apply for facade and site 
improvements grants if they bring the building architecture and site into conformance 
with the Zoning Code. The reimbursable grants cover 50 percent of eligible costs, up to 
$25,000. For more information on this program, contact the City of Kettering's Planning 
& Development Department or the Economic Development manager at 937-296-2400. 

Congratulations to Jimmy John's for the beautiful redevelopment of that site!  
We welcome you to Kettering. 

City Awards Grant For Wilmington Pike 
Improvement 

Congratulations to the 10 small 
businesses that were awarded for 
being awarded a microenterprise 
forgivable loan during the spring 
funding cycle: 

• Paul Brooks, Brooks Lawn Care LLC

• Anthony Head, Chicken Heads 

• LaSue Juniel, DFL Nutrition 

• Shanequa Gray, EvolvUFit Academy 

• Kierra Burns, Jolorah's Beauty     

• Laramie Foxx, Larz Balloon Biz  

• Dominique Kelly, DKNYummy 

• Cache Gray, Pooter Mae Hair Salon

• Sean Gray, Rocket Auto Key  

• Aaron Adams, Blessed Hands 
Barber Shop

Congrats to the Spring 2023 Microenterprise Forgivable Loan Recipients 
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TJ Chumps Opens 
Restaurant in Kettering 

Kettering Businesses Among Latest  
“Best Places to Work” Honorees 
The Dayton Business Journal, a regional 
business publication, recently recognized 
organizations that have been named a 
“Best Places to Work,” and three Kettering 
companies made the list. Day Air Credit 
Union, Heapy Engineering and Joyce/
Dayton were all named to the annual list and 
recognized at an awards reception held at the 
Presidential Banquet Center in Kettering. This 
year represents the 19th year that the Dayton 
Business Journal has sponsored this contest 
to recognize employers who cultivate a great 
workplace for their employees. 

City Council members and the KMO Chamber 
of Commerce helped cut the ribbon for TJ 
Chump’s newest location at 1222 E Stroop 
Road in Kettering. The site was chosen by TJ 
Chumps because it is well-suited for delivery 
and carry-out options, as well as on-site 
dining. With the addition of the Kettering 
location, TJ Chumps now has five locations 
in region. Welcome to Kettering, TJ Chumps!

Kettering Business 
Walk a Huge Success

Kettering recognizes Local Manufacturers 
for National Manufacturing Day
In recognition of the importance of manufacturing to our local economy, the City 
of Kettering celebrated Manufacturing Day on October 6 and recognized the many 
manufacturers located within our borders. 

Manufacturing Day is celebrated annually on the first Friday of October and serves 
as a national effort to draw greater attention to the outstanding opportunities that a 
career in manufacturing can provide and promote the pursuit of skills that will lead to 
a long-term career that offers security and growth for qualified candidates.

According to the Dayton Region Manufacturer’s Association, the regional manufacturing 
industry is one of the largest and most highly developed in the U.S. There are more 
than 2,439 manufacturers doing business in the Dayton region, employing more than 
125,000 workers (representing 14.6% of the region’s workforce) and contributing $10.2 
billion in payroll. 

Kettering holds a special place for manufacturing as our city’s namesake, Charles 
Kettering was the founder of Dayton Engineering Laboratories Company (Delco) that 
manufactured several automobile parts. Also, Ermal Fraze – namesake to our Fraze 
Pavilion – was the founder of Dayton Reliable Tool Company which manufactures 
tools and machinery for various industries and is internationally known as inventor 
and manufacturer of the pull-top can.

Thank you to all Kettering manufacturers – past, present and future – for your 
contributions to our City. 

In partnership with the Montgomery 
County Economic Development staff, the 
City of Kettering held a successful Business 
Walk in the Oak Creek neighborhood in 
September. Seven groups of City and County 
representatives went door to door in the 
neighborhoods along Whipp, Bigger and 
Kentshire to meet with business people and 
engage in short conversations. Surveys were 
conducted on their satisfaction with various 
city and county services and packets were 
left for each business, providing additional 
information on various resources.  If you’d 
like the City to host a Business Walk in your 
neighborhood, please contact the City’s 
economic development department at 
econdev@ketteringoh.org 

When will my street be plowed or salted?

While snow continues to fall, our snowplow crews focus 
on main roadways only. After 2" of accumulation, snow 
has stopped falling and the clearing of primary snow 
routes is complete, the residential and side streets will 
be addressed.

KEttERING SNOw FaQS:

Do I have to shovel my sidewalk?

Yes. Clearing of sidewalks is the responsibility of the 
property owner. The City of Kettering requires that 
sidewalks must be clear and passable for pedestrians.

Last year, 
Kettering used 

2,415 tons  
of salt.
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Kettering Christmas Day 
Gathering is Changing Locations!

Kettering is proud of the many dedicated 
volunteers that give so selflessly to our 
community! We will say “Thank you” during 
our annual Volunteer Recognition Lunch on 
November 16 at the Presidential Banquet 
Center. This celebration showcases the 
many contributions our volunteers make 
throughout the community by treating 
them to good food, thank you gifts 
and personal thanks from Mayor Peggy 
Lehner, members of City Council and staff. 
Mayor Lehner will present awards based 
on the number of hours contributed by 
volunteers. A variety of door prizes will also 
be given out thanks to the generosity of 
several Kettering businesses!

As we enter the Thanksgiving season, take 
a few moments to consider the positive 
impact volunteers have made in Kettering, 
the “City of Volunteers.” Our community is 
stronger and more vibrant for the good 
work they do. Thank you to all volunteers 
for the gifts of your time and talent!

This event will be hosted by the Charles I. Lathrem Center located at 2900 Glengarry Dr. from 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m. There will be more parking, door side drop off, no stairs and plenty of restrooms! 

Santa will be ready to snap a picture with you, and there will be plenty of good food, holiday 
treats and activities every member of the family will enjoy! Thanks to the generosity of our 
many volunteers and community partners, this event continues to be free and open to our 
community. We would love to make new holiday memories with you! 

If you are interested in helping with this Kettering tradition, we 
need volunteers to help set-up, serve food, take pictures, lead 
activities and clean up when the day is done. Please reach out to  

the Volunteer Office at 937-296-2433, or visit our events page at:  
www.ketteringoh.org/volunteer-special-events to sign up.

Cities of Service and Make  
A Difference Day Efforts
The goal of the Cities of Service (COS) Initiative is to celebrate and strengthen our 
city, one neighborhood at a time. The 2023 COS Neighborhood encompasses 
the South Van Buren Neighborhood, bordered by Forrer Blvd., Smithville Rd., 
the Tenneco property and the Montgomery County Education Learning Center.

The kickoff took place in June along Rockhurst Ave. with a neighborhood block 
party featuring games, music, hot dogs and other snacks, giveaways, door prizes 
and information on city programs such as senior services and public safety. 
Neighbors spent the afternoon getting to know one another, members of City 
Council and City staff representing a variety of city departments.

October 28 was National Make A Difference Day, celebrated in many 
communities across the country. Here in Kettering, volunteers of all ages 
worked on outdoor projects in the South Van Buren COS Neighborhood, 
including the expansion of the native plant raingarden in Van Buren park thanks 
to funding through the 2023 Keep Montgomery County Beautiful Beautification 
Grant, as well as assisted in a variety of tasks for residents such as raking, light 
pruning and brush removal. Make A Difference Day volunteers also gathered 
at Christ Church United Methodist to create holiday cards and placemats 
for active-duty military and area nursing homes. Card crafting kits were also 
provided for individuals unable to participate on Make A Difference Day. 

If you missed this opportunity, there are still many ways to get involved! Contact 
the City of Kettering Volunteer Office at 937-296-2433, or visit our website at 
www.ketteringoh.org/volunteer-opportunities to learn more!

GIVING THANKS FOR 
OUR VOLUNTEERS

Volunteering 

uS together
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NEIGHBORHOOD PRIDE PROGRAMNEIGHBORHOOD PRIDE PROGRAM
The Neighborhood Pride Program celebrated another fantastic year in 2023! Each award winner demonstrated significant 
improvement and upkeep to their properties. New this year was the Sustainable Landscape Award. This award was presented to 
a home owner who incorporated sustainable practices into their landscaping. Possible projects include reduction of water usage 
through reclamation or incorporation of drought tolerant plant species, installation of energy efficient exterior lighting, use of 
sustainable materials such as recycled composite, runoff reduction through rain gardens or permeable surfaces, or the addition 
of multiple native plants in landscaping. The winning property had to comply with city ordinances and was reviewed using the 
Neighborhood Pride Scoring parameters. 

This program would not be possible without the time, talent and commitment of the Neighborhood Pride Committee! Thank you to the Neighborhood Pride  
Co-Chairs: Rob Jahn, Gail Carone, Mark and Carol Messer; and Committee members: Kathy Waker, Jim Bolton, Greg Sherwood, Del and Ginny Herbeck, Maureen Willits, 
Chuck Dickerson, Gale Heller, Pat Ferguson, Brian Moore and David Buhrman and Donna Speers, for their many hours of reviewing nominations!

June Winners

District 1 Josiah & Marta Woodman  
2235 Farmside Dr.

District 2 Michael & Debra Ward  
2780 Mohican Ave.

District 3 James & Beverly Klein  
4330 Wallington Dr.

District 4 Alfred & Ruth Hoffman 
5197 Pondoray Pl.

District 5 Carol Galloway 
2505 Acorn Dr.

District 6 Sandra Laufersweiler 
3860 Villanova Dr.

District 7 Nancy Haman  
44305 Maxlin Dr.

District 8 700 W. Dorothy Ln.

District 9 Mark & Judy Barnhart  
4244 Upham Rd.

District 10 Jack & Karen Howard 
3340 Governors Trl.

District 11 Reade & Jaime Faulkner 
1413 Abingdon Rd.

District 12 Stephen & Jannalee Chmiel  
1762 Brownleigh Rd.

Commercial Robert K. Jones Insurance Agency 
3809 Wilmington Pike

July Winners

District 1 Michael & Jennifer Kautz 
1933 E Bataan Dr.

District 2 Mark & Barbara Long  
2845 Mohican Ave.

District 3 Walter & Joan Bale  
2953 Westcott Dr.

District 4 Diane Burns & Lora Goodpaster 
5097 Artesia Dr.

District 5 Frank & Linda Mauro  
562 Broad Blvd.

District 6 Alison Collins  
104 Cushing Ave.

District 7 Scott & Stephanie Grilliot  
4358 Carlo Dr.

District 8 Matthew Bone  
2904 Hillview Ave.

District 9 Michael Sieveking & Jeffrey Trzeciak  
4524 Royal Ridge Way

District 10 Dennis Gosney & Cynthia Mayab 
914 W. Dorothy Ln.

District 11 Junette Sanders   
1301 Southlyn Dr.

District 12 Timothy & Marie Nye 
4408 Tangent Dr. 

Commercial Fairmont Auditorium  
3301 Shroyer Rd.

August Winners

District 1 Robin Wynn  
1938 W. Bataan Dr.

District 2 Amy Miller  
2601 Barryknoll St.

District 3 James & Sharon South  
3000 Santa Rosa Dr.

District 4 Roberta Gentile  
4705 Rean Meadow Dr.

District 5 Lawrence & Laura Budich 
2821 Wehrly Ave.

District 6 William & Amy Tschirhart 
149 Lincoln Park Blvd.

District 7 Ronald & Rose Kovacs  
1209 Larriwood Dr.

District 8 Caroline Derr  
117 Wyngate Dr.

District 9 Robert McGrath & Brittany Langdon 
110 Balmoral Dr.

District 10 Steve & Shelley Olson  
1126 Ridgeview Ave.

District 11 Jonathan & Susan Parks  
2574 S. Patterson Blvd.

District 12 Frank & Judy Gulasa  
1800 Roslyn Ave.

Commercial Howell Rescue Systems  
2673 Culver Ave.

Mayor Peggy Lehner recognized all 
award winners at the October 10 Council 
Meeting at the Government Center. Thank 
you to all award winners for showing 
such beautiful pride in Kettering with 
the impeccable care of your home or 
business! Please visit www.ketteringoh.
org to view photos and a video of the 
2023 award-winning properties.

SUSTAINABLE SUSTAINABLE   
LANDSCAPE AWARDLANDSCAPE AWARD   
STEPHEN & MAURA BOESCH  

767 GREENHOUSE DR.
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ROSEWOOD IS...  
REINVENTED & RENOVATED! 
The renovation of Rosewood Arts Center is now complete! The final phase included 

the renovation of the painting and drawing studios, the theater and the 
establishment of a printmaking studio. The new ceramics and dance 

studios and a darkroom were opened this past spring. 

The new ceramics studio features state-of-the-art equipment, kilns 
and other amenities with additional capacity to support creativity 
in clay. The popular dance studio was also renovated with a 
professional sprung dance floor and more space for movement.

The renovation included infrastructure improvements (mechanical, 
electrical and plumbing) and the creation of efficient, customized 

learning environments for various artistic disciplines.

It expanded educational spaces for youth arts instruction, ceramics, painting and 
drawing and added specialized spaces for glass and metal working. 

New additions include:

Cool jobs await at the Kettering Ice Arena

The renovated Rosewood Arts Center now provides 
customized spaces for creativity, collaboration and 
connection through the arts!

• Specialized studios for specific 
disciplines and artistic endeavors

• Improved exhibition capacity for 
the Gallery  

• A professional dance floor for the 
Center’s most popular kids program

• A new theatre space with new 
technology and fixed seating

• Reimagined layout to create a welcoming 
environment and easier building access

• A new sense of place for artists to identify 
with their art and create a community

• More opportunities to experience a 
variety of creative disciplines

Kettering is the place to be for all things 
ice! Be a part of a great team while helping 

our ice arena patrons enjoy a 
safe, fun skating experience. 

The City of Kettering Parks, 
Recreation and Cultural 
Arts Department has 
immediate openings 
fo r  i c e g u a r d s  a n d 
cashiers. These part-

time, flexible positions 
can fit any schedule. 

Our cashiers are responsible 
for all aspects of the guest check-

in experience, including providing 
exceptional customer service and 
answering questions regarding facility 
operations.

Iceguards monitor the Kettering Ice Arena 
area to prevent accidents and provide 

assistance and customer service to all 
participants and patrons of the Kettering 
Ice Arena.

Kettering PRCA also has openings in 
aquatics.

The Aquatics Team is responsible for the 
oversight and daily operations of the 
Kettering Recreation Complex indoor 
pool and the Adventure Reef Water Park. 
The Aquatics Team also supports a wide 
variety of aquatic programming such as 
swim lessons and water workout classes.

Lifeguards are responsible for prevention 
of accidents and incidents in the water 
and the surrounding area.  Don’t have 
your American Red Cross Lifeguarding 
certification yet? No problem! We will get 
you certified for free in-house if you join 
our team.

Swim instructors 
teach participants 
of all ages to swim 
according to the 
A m e r i c a n  R e d 
C r o s s  p r o g r a m 
guidelines. Must hold 
current Water Safety 
Instructor Certification. 

Passionate and innovative team members 
are why our customers and residents love 
our parks, facilities and programs. Gain 
experience, develop leadership skills 
and work as a team with us! Visit www.
playkettering.org/jobs to apply for 
these positions and others online.
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DatesPlayFun, Fitness and Friendship Await: 
Join the CIL Senior Center
The Charles I. Lathrem Senior Center (CIL) provides a vibrant hub for 
activity, life-long learning and community for adults ages 55+ in 
Kettering. 

CIL members gain access to a full calendar of programming 
including fitness classes, educational seminars, social 
gatherings, day trips and more. The state-of-the-art facility 
features a craft room, billiards room, library, computer lab 
and spaces to socialize. 

As a member, you’ll also receive discounted access to the 
aquatic center, fitness center, walking track, gymnasium and 
ice arena located in the adjoining Kettering Recreation Complex.

Ready to unlock a world of opportunity? Discover the engaging 
community that awaits you at the CIL Senior Center. Call 937-296-2480 or visit 
 www.playkettering.org/cil-senior-center to learn more and join us today!

Join your Parks, Recreation and 
Cultural Arts for fun this spring!

These events are family  
friendly and free.

Details are at  
www.playkettering.org

Holiday Arts & 
Crafts Show

Saturday, November 11
Lathrem Senior Center

Rosewood Gallery Exhibitions 

Meg Lagodzki & 
Dayton/Kyoto Print Exchange

December 2 – January 6 
Rosewood Gallery

Mayor’s Christmas 
Tree Lighting

Friday, December 1
Lincoln Park Civic Commons

A Rosewood Holiday 
Arts Festival

Saturday, December 2
Rosewood Arts Center

APPLY TODAY

We have jobs for  
students, adults & seniors!

Are you ready to make a positive impact on the 
community and have fun doing it? We need 
fun, innovative and dedicated employees—like 
YOU—to make it happen.

Go to playkettering.org/jobs to learn more.
EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

• Part-time positions 
available for ages 15 
and up

• Flexible and fun

• Hours that fit your schedule

• Morning, afternoon, 
evening shifts

• Competitive pay

KETTERING WINTER 
THROWBACK!

Kettering employees 
decorating a tree in 1977 
outside the Government 

Center South Building. 
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3600 Shroyer road • Kettering, ohio 45429-2799
937-296-2400 • Fax 937-296-3242

www.ketteringoh.org

Contact Numbers
Emergency 
Police/Fire/Paramedic Emergency ......................... 9-1-1
Non-Emergency
Police and Fire Dispatch ............................937-296-2555
Frequently Called Numbers
Animal Control .............................................937-296-3266
Building Permits & Zoning .......................937-296-2441
City Income Tax ............................................937-296-2502
Government Center ....................................937-296-2400
Housing Rehabilitation .............................937-296-2441
Polen Farm .....................................................937-435-5787
Property Maintenance Hotline ...............937-296-3286
Recreation Complex/Water Park/Pool .....937-296-2587
Rosewood Arts Center ...............................937-296-0294
Senior Adult Recreation ............................937-296-2480
Street Division Hotline ...............................937-296-3255
Trash Information .......................................937-29-TRASH
Volunteer Office ...........................................937-296-2433
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Contact with Kettering is published quarterly by the City 
of Kettering to inform citizens about services, programs 
and issues in Kettering. Comments or suggestions are 
welcome and should be sent to the City of Kettering, 
3600 Shroyer Road, Kettering, OH 45429.

Mary Azbill, Editor
Leah Cultice, Design

The City of Kettering invites people with disabilities 
to enjoy our programs, services, parks and facilities. 
Please call 937-296-2439 for more information about 
accessibility or to request a modification. For TTY 
assistance, contact Ohio Relay Service at 800-750-0750.

Visit www.ketteringoh.org and sign up to receive The Starter—Kettering’s monthly e-newsletter.

@ Kettering_OH

City of Kettering

City of Kettering, Ohio - Government

STAY CONNECTED
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