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Town of Loomis Housing Element Chapter 1: Introduction 

V. HOUSING

1. INTRODUCTION

California law (Government Article 10.6} requires that each jurisdiction adopt a housing 

element as one of seven required General Plan elements. The State Legislature has found "the 

availability of housing is of vital statewide importance, and the early attainment of decent 

housing and a suitable living environment for every California family is a priority of the highest 

order." (Government Code § 65580(a)). The housing element establishes goals, policies and 

programs to facilitate and encourage the provision of safe, adequate housing for its current and 

future resident of all income levels. 

The housing element differs from other required General Plan elements, in that the State 

mandates it include specific information and analyze population and housing trends. Also, unlike 

other general plan elements, the housing element must be submitted to the California State 

Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD} for review and certification. Under 

State law, the required components of the housing element are: 

Housing Needs Assessment and Quantified Objectives: California law (Government Code § 

65584) requires the Department of Housing and Community Development to project 

statewide housing needs and allocate the need to each region in the State. After consulting 

with the Sacramento Area Council of Governments (SACOG}, HCD provided the Regional 

Housing Needs Determination (RHND} to SACOG, which then distributed the Regional Housing 

Needs Allocation (RHNA} to cities and counties within the SACOG region. 

Loomis must independently assess existing, special (i.e. disabled, elderly, etc.), and 

projected housing needs. After the needs assessment is complete, the Town must develop 

quantified objectives for new construction, rehabilitation, and conserved units by income 

category (i.e. very low, lower, moderate, and above moderate) to make sure both existing 

and projected housing needs are met, consistent with the Town's share of the regional 

housing needs allocation. 

One of the main goals of the Housing Element is to increase affordability of housing in an 

equitable manner. This is often referred to as "affordable housing". However, the Town 

recognizes the high cost of housing makes it difficult for the local workforce to afford 

housing. In fact, teachers or nurses supporting a family could fall into the lower income 

categories. Therefore, in order to better describe the housing needs, "affordable housing" 

and "workforce housing" are used interchangeably in the document. 

Land Inventory: The Town must compile relevant information on zoning, acreage, density 

ranges, availability of services and infrastructure, and dwelling unit capacity of sites that are 

suitable for residential development. 
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