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Loomis General Plan . Public Health and Safety - Noise 

3. For new development within the generalized 65 dB A Ldn noise contour as shown in Figure 8-5
of this Element, project applicants shall fund site-specific noise studies to mitigate project
impacts. The determination of whether a project site is within the· 65 dBA Ldn contour is the
responsibility of the Planning Department. The required noise analysis shall:

a. Include field measurements by a qualified environmental scientist/acoustical engineer to
determine a more precise location of existing and projected future noise levels (based on
traffic projections included in the Circulation Element or as accepted by the Town); and

b. · Identify and com:rrut to measures to mitigate noise impacts (by siting of structure outside
of high noise levels, insulation, attenuation, walls or buffers,. landscape, or other
acceptable techniques) if within the 65 dBA contour.

4. When development is subject to high noise levels requiring mitigation, the following measures
shall be considered and preference shall·be given where feasible in the following order:

a. Site layout, including setbacks, open space separation and shielding of noise sensitive
uses with non-noise-sensitive uses.

b. Acoustical treatment of buildings.
c. Structural measures: construction of earthen berms and/or wood or concrete barriers.

5. Incorporate into the Zoning Ordinance standards that protect inhabitants from impacts of
exterior noise, prevent the transference of interior noise to the outside, prevent transference of
noise between residential units and individual businesses in multi-tenant buildings, and prevent
transference of noise between commercial and residential uses in mixed structures. Standards
for insulation, windows, building materials, walls and roofs shall be included.

6. Include in the Zoning Ordinance standards and requirements for parking structures and lots to
prevent noise effects on-site and on adjacent noise sensitive uses. These could include the use
of buffers containing landscape and/or sound walls, use of sound absorbing materials to
minimize sound amplification and transmission, enclosure of the fac;ade of parking structures
facing a residence, limitation of the hours of operation of surrounding surface parking lots, and
other appropriate techniques.

· 7. The Town shall review development proposals according to their potential noise impacts on
abutting uses and impacts by abutting uses in accordance with the standards and requirements
stipulated by this Element and incorporated into the Zoning Ordinance.

8. The Town shall consider the use of temporary noise barriers, limited hours of operation,
limiting times of year for construction near schools to reduce construction-related noise.

9. 'fhe Town shall review the street layout of proposed residential subdivisions with the objective
of reducing traffic volumes and through trips as a means to reduce noise levels. The use of road
dips, diagonal parking, one-way streets, and other traffic controls and traffic calming devices
shall be considered to reduce vehicular travel and speed, provided that engineering and safety
standards are met. If determined to be feasible, rubberized asphalt paving material may be
required for new roads.

10. Speed limits are legally set in accordance with the prevailing speed of traffic based on
engineering studies. However, when feasible, consistent and necessary, the reduction of speed
limits on arterials should be used to decrease ambient noise levels.
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