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Loomis General Plan Glossary 

Noise Element. One of the seven State-mandated elements of a local General Plan, it assesses noise levels of 
highways and freeways, local arterials, railroads, airports, local industrial plants, and other ground stationary sources, 
and adopts goals, policies, and implementation programs to reduce the community's exposure to noise. 

Non-attainment. The condition of not achieving a desired or required level of performance. Frequently used in 
reference to•air quality. 

Non-conforming Use. A use that was valid when brought into existence, but by subsequent regulation becomes no 
longer conforming. "Non-conforming use" is a generic term and includes (-1) non-conforming structures (by virtue of 
size, type of construction, location on land, or proximity to other structures), (2) non-conforming use of a conforming 
building, (3) non-conforming use of a non-conforming building, and (4) non- conforming use of land. Thus, any use 
lawfully existing on any piece of property that is inconsistent with a new or amended General Plan, and that in turn is 
a violation of a zoning ordinance amendment subsequently adopted in conformance with the General Plan, will be a 
non- conforming use. Typically, non-conforming uses are permitted to continue for a designated period of time, subject 
to certain restrictions. 

Notice (of Hearing). A legal document announcing the opportunity for the public to present their views to an official 
representative or board of a public ag�ncy concerning an official action pending before the agency. 

Objective. A specific statement of desired future condition toward which the City or County will expend effort in the 
context of striving to achieve a broader goal. An objective should be achievable and, where possible, should be 
measurable and time-specific. The State Government Code (Section 65302) requires that General Plans spell out the 
"objectives," principles, standards, and proposals of the General Plan. "The addition of 100 units of affordable 
housing by 1995" is an example of an objective. 

Office Park. (See "Industrial Park.") 

Office Use. The use of land by general business offices, medical and professional offices, administrative or 
headquarters offices for large wholesaling or manufacturing operations, and research and development. 

Open Space Element. One of the seven State-mandated elements of a local General Plan, it contai:p.s an inventory 
of privately and publicly owned open-space iands, and adoptecl goals, policies, and implementation programs for the 
preservation, protection, and management of open space lands. 

Open Space Land. Any parcel or area of land or water that is essentially unimproved and devoted to an open space 
use for the purposes of (1) the preservation of natural resources, (2) t):J.e managed production of resources, (3) outdoor 
recreation, or (4) public health and safety. 

Ordinance. A law or regulation set forth and adopted by a governmental authority, usually a city or county. 

Outdoor Recreation Use. A privately or publicly owned or operated use providing facilities for outdoor recreation 
activities. 

Parcel. A lot, or contiguous group of lots, in single ownership or under single control, usually considered a unit for 
purposes of development. 

Parks. Open space lands whose primary purpose is recreation. (See "Open Space Land," "Community Park," and 
"Neighborhood Park.") 

Peak Himr/Peak Period. For any given roadway, a daily period during which traffic volume is highest, usually 
occurring in the morning and evening commute periods. Where "F" Levels of Service are encountered, the "peak hour" 
may stretch into a "peak period" of several hours' duration. 

Performance Standards. Zoning regulations that permit uses based on a particular set of standards of operation rather 
than on particular type of use. Performance standards provide specific criteria limiting noise, air pollution, emissions, 
odors, vibration, dust, dirt, glare, heat, fire hazards, wastes, traffic impacts, and visual impact of a use. 
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