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Staff Report
September 10, 2019

TO: Honorable Mayor and Members of the Town Council
FROM: Britton Snipes, Town Engineer/Public Works Director
DATE: September 3, 2019

RE: Keep Placer County Moving update

Recommendation

Receive a presentation on a transportation funding strategy being undertaken by Placer County Transportation
Planning Agency labeled “Keep Placer County Moving”.

Issue Statement and Discussion

Placer County Transportation Planning Agency (PCTPA) is currently examining the need to develop a local source
of funding for transportation projects in South Placer County. Three billion dollars ($3 billion) is needed in South
Placer County over the next 30 years to fund traffic congestion improvements. A funding gap was created when
the state and federal governments changed the matching requirements for federal grants from 90 percent to 50
percent over the past few years. Planned growth in the South County region previously paid for the local match
for state and federal funding as the local development community pays the legal maximum of nearly $2 Biilion
for their fair share of impacts on local roadways. As the funding formula changed, this leaves a funding gap of
over $1 billion, locally. If South Placer does not find a source of funding for this gap, traffic congestion will
increase exponentially due to growth in the Sacramento Region, movement of goods and services and pass
through traffic between the Bay Area and Lake Tahoe.

The previous attempt to pass a sales tax, Measure M in 2016, narrowly failed, primarily because the eastern part
of the County did not sufficiently support the tax. Had Measure M just been focused on the South Placer Region
it would have passed at nearly 68 percent. One of the items that PCTPA is exploring is the is a transportation
sales tax district for the Southern portion of the County. However, this takes an act of the California State
Legislature which PCPTA and a coalition of other counties is currently pursuing. A proposed district boundary
might include the cities of Roseville, Rocklin Lincoin and town of Loomis, but boundaries are not yet solidified.
Twenty-six (26) counties in California have their own dedicated transportation sales tax measures and it has
become almost impossible for Placer to compete against those other “self-help” counties for state and federal
funding.

Recent polling of South Placer voters conducted by PCTPA showed strong support for a potential Measure,
however, Loomis residents were less supportive than surrounding cities. As PCTPA examines the need for the
proposed transportation sales tax district, it is important that our residents fully understand the local need for
the tax measure and the benefits to the Town.
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The revenue generated by a potential sales tax measure will fund existing planned capacity-increasing
transportation projects: major highway projects such as the additional three phases of the 80/65 Interchange
Safety and Design Improvements, alternative transportation projects (bike/ped), transit funding, complete
streets and safe routes to schools improvements.

The proposed expenditure plan for the potential transportation sales tax (Attachment A) includes the expansion
of the Horseshoe Bar Road interchange as a project. The likelihood of the Town having adequate funding for
that project without the sales tax measure is highly unlikely.

Attachments

A. Propose Expenditure Plan
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Attachment A
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