
STAFF REPORT 
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING OF NOVEMBER 10, 2009 

CONSENT AGENDA 
 

TO:  HONORABLE MAYOR AND MEMBERS OF THE TOWN COUNCIL 
 
FROM: BRIAN FRAGIAO, DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS 
 
DATE:  NOVEMBER 2, 2009 
 
RE: MODEL WATER EFFICIENT LANDSCAPE ORDINANCE 
 

For informational purposes only. No action at this time. 
Recommendation: 

 

In 2006, the State enacted legislation (AB1881) requiring the Department of Water Resources 
(DWR) to update the State Model Water Efficient Landscape Ordinance. The update contains 
new landscape and irrigation design requirements to reduce water consumption and waste in 
landscape irrigation. In February 2008, DWR released a draft model ordinance for public review 
and comment. The final draft of the ordinance was released on May 2009.  

Issue Statement and Discussion 

 
Objectives of AB1881 and the DWR model ordinance is as follows: 

- Encourage appropriate use of plants 
- Establish “water budgets” for properties and describe penalties for exceeding 

established water budgets 
- Require automatic irrigation systems and schedules 
- Require soil assessment/soil management 
- Promote use of, and manage, recycled water resources 
- Minimize overspray and runoff 

 
All jurisdictions and agencies are required to adopt the model ordinance or develop an 
ordinance by January 2010. Should no action be taken by the jurisdiction or agency, the DWR 
model ordinance would automatically become effective January 2010 by statute. 
 
Staff is currently working with the Placer County Water Agency (Purveyor) to coordinate 
processing of the new ordinance. Staff is also gathering existing ordinances throughout the 
region for assistance on developing an ordinance that fits the Town. With the time constraints, 
staff will not be able to put together a Town ordinance before the January 2010 deadline. 
Therefore, the Town will automatically be covered under the DWR model ordinance. Staff is 
planning to develop an ordinance in the next several months. Attached is a copy of the DWR 
Model Water Efficient Landscape Ordinance (May 7, 2009) for your review. 
 

Once the Town has prepared it’s own ordinance, staff will determine the environmental process 
involved. Staff is assuming that a Negative Declaration will be needed. 

CEQA Requirements 

 

No financial implications at this time. 
Financial and/or Policy Implications 
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