
CITY MANAGER’S REPORT - MAY 2023 
 

CITY MANAGER  

May brought us some warmer temperatures, the return of humidity, and a few thunderstorms, a 
sign that summer is near as many begin to turn to the Gulf and intracoastal for refreshing swims 
(at least for the next few weeks) as well as enjoying pools, boating, and the many outdoor 
excursions available here in Madeira Beach.  While Memorial Day weekend weather yielded very 
sunny days with comfortable temperatures, thousands visiting our waters were reminded of the 
need to be safe and encouraged to utilize all available safety precautions and devices from 
swimming in marked areas to wearing safety devices on boats (more on boating safety below) to 
following all posted signs and markers both on water and land.  We continued experiencing eclectic 
sunrises, sunsets, and everything in between reminding us why many call Madeira Beach home 
and why so many visit our city every year.  As in prior months thousands enjoyed our vast and 
varied events including our 2nd annual Founder’s Day Weekend Grouper gala that culminated with 
wonderful fireworks our weekly Wednesday Market on Madeira Way various youth softball 
tournaments and a spectacular final Friday at the John’s Pass bell tower area.  Please read below 
for additional events in June including the Trash Pirates of Madeira Beach Community Clean-up 
on Saturday, June 3, the Madeira Beach 5K Sunset Series on Friday June 30 at John’s Pass park, 
and Final Friday in John’s Pass Village also on Friday, June 30.  As the calendar turns into July, 
please join us for our annual Independence Day Fireworks scheduled for Monday, July 3, beginning 
at 9 pm – fireworks will be launched from the Madeira Beach Fundamental school field.  Lots of 
exciting events and activities for all ages.     
 

WEATHER & HURRICANE SEASON – June 1 to November 30 
 
Did you know the Madeira Beach Rec Center has a weather station and lightning detection system 
located on top of our Recreation Center building? The system/software offers a public page for the 
community to utilize when there is weather approaching. Check it out here: https://bit.ly/43CfwpW 
 

 
 
 

https://bit.ly/43CfwpW?fbclid=IwAR2ZF-FYE5w8hymXIiMAIlZ8qW2k4F5qN59Zbwifg_azizO5MawAo65VzVs


June 1 officially marks the start of the Atlantic basin Hurricane Season – a note from our 
Madeira Beach Fire Department:   
 

 
 
Some important reminders include:  
 
- Keep a hurricane kit stocked with food, water, meds, flashlights, battery-powered radio, etc 
- Make an evacuation plan for your family (remember to include your pets) 
- Gas up vehicles 
- Physically prepare/protect your home – clear yard of furniture, debris, and potential projectiles 
- Board up windows, put up shutters 
- Be ready to turn off power in case of flooding 
- Place important documents and valuables in watertight containers 
- Keep calm & stay alert 



Additional Hurricane & Emergency Management Information: 
 

 

 
 



FEMA- June Plan 

 

Hurricane Season Starts June 1st, are you 
ready? 
Hurricane season starts June 1st. Make sure you and your family  are ready and understand 
Hurricane impacts and what to do before and after the storms. Don't forget to make a plan for 
your pets, they are family too! 

*Under disaster conditions and the following recovery operations, access to Madeira 
Beach will be restricted to persons with identification showing they are a resident or 
property owner. Emergency access permits are available to Madeira Beach Residents and 
Business Owners. 

*Receive alerts about emergencies and other important community news by signing up 
for Alert Pinellas.  

Take a look below for some links on how to prepare before and after the storm below! 

What to do before a storm 
There are many ways you can prepare your home and family prior to a storm. 

 

https://madeirabeachfl.gov/emergency-access-permits/
https://madeirabeachfl.gov/emergency-access-permits/
https://member.everbridge.net/453003085614894/login
https://member.everbridge.net/453003085614894/login


 

• Sign up for alerts on storm tracking 
• Prepare your home 

o Clear your yard of furniture and potential projectiles 
o Board up windows or put up shutters 
o Be ready to turn off power in case of a flood 
o Fill containers with clean water for drinking 
o Place important documents or valuables in watertight containers 
o Gas up vehicles and be ready if you need to evacuate 

• Identify a safe spot for potential tornado activity 
o inside room without windows on the lowest floor (bathroom, closet, center hallway) 

• Build/replenish your kit 
• Make an evacuation plan 

o Make sure to include pets in your plan! 
o Prepare to execute your evacuation plan if needed, during the storm emergency 

personnel may not be able to help! 

What to do during a storm 
Make sure you know what to do during a storm to stay safe. 

 

• Stay indoors 
• Stay tuned to the news or other alert outlets on storm tracking 

o Be prepared for tornadoes during a hurricane 
• Turn off power if flood waters rise 
• Do not drive or swim through flooded waters. Turn around don't drown! 
• If needed call 911 for help 

o Keep in mind that depending on the storm and flood waters emergency personnel 
may suspend emergency operations until it is safe. 

• Keep calm and wait for the storm to pass! 

 

https://www.ready.gov/alerts
https://storage.googleapis.com/proudcity/madeirabeachfl/uploads/2021/03/ready_checklist.pdf
https://www.ready.gov/plan
https://www.ready.gov/pets
https://www.ready.gov/hurricanes


What to do after a storm 
Make sure you know what to do after a storm to stay safe. 

 

• Listen to local officials for information 
o If you evacuated make sure it is safe to come back from local officials 

• When assessing damage be carful of down powerlines 
• If there is still flooding turn around 
• Do not touch electrical equipment if still wet 
• Reporting Damage: it is important to do the following before clean up 

o Take pictures of water lines on the house 
o Take pictures of any damage, more pictures the better 
o Document estimated cost of damage 
o Send information to Pinellas County (the Madeira Beach Community Development 

team can also help get information to the County) 
o Contact your insurance company for further information on  your policy and what 

information they need 
• Debris Clean Up 

o Public Works will work hard to collect debris on the curb 
▪ Debris pick up will start with major roads and continue into neighborhoods 
▪ Garbage pick up might not be on a regular schedule as the dumping of debris 

takes a bit longer post storm 
o Dispose of sandbags properly 

• Properly apply for permits for restoration (contact the Building or Community 
Development Departments for specific information) 

o FEMA 50% rule must be followed when repairing/restoring homes 

   

https://www.ready.gov/hurricanes#after
http://www.pinellascounty.org/emergency/sandbags.htm
https://madeirabeachfl.gov/departments/building-department/
https://madeirabeachfl.gov/departments/development-services/
https://madeirabeachfl.gov/departments/development-services/
https://www.pinellascounty.org/flooding/sd_si_50.htm


SALES TAX HOLIDAY – DISASTER PREPAREDNESS SUPPLIES/ITEMS 
 
Additionally, the FL legislature and governor approved a sales tax holiday on various 
hurricane/storm season preparation items and supplies that runs through June 9, 2023 (a 2nd 
Disaster Preparedness Sales Tax Holiday will also occur from August 26 – September 8, 2023).  
Many items are included in the no sales tax period including:   
 

• Portable generators costing $3,000 or less 

• Smoke detectors or smoke alarms costing $70 or less 

• Gas or diesel fuel tanks costing $50 or less 

• Trash bags costing $30 or less 

• Cat litter weighing 25 or fewer pounds costing $25 or less 

• Manual can openers costing $15 or less 
 
And much more! Please view the below announcement.   
 

 



 
The May 10, 2023, Commission Meeting included the following National Safe Boating Week 
proclamation provided to our very own US Coast Guard Auxiliary.  The purpose of the proclamation 
continued to be to bring attention to important and useful life-saving tips for recreational boaters to 
enjoy safer and more fun experiences out on the various waterways.  Thank you to the US Coast 
Guard Auxiliary for their continued support of National Safe Boating Week.   
 

 

 



 
 
 
The May 10, 2023, Commission Meeting also recognized National Public Works Week May 21-
27, 2023, with the following proclamation recognizing the vast and varied contributions and daily 
work of our fabulous Public Works employees that regularly help to make our City shine and smile. 
. .  
 
 

 
 
 



 
 

CITY VISIONING – MISSION & VISION STATEMENTS 
 
We have begun our visioning process to determine the future of our wonderful City.  Numerous 
Commission and public meetings will be held by late summer/early fall to review and discuss our 
City’s Mission and Vision Statements, essentially a very comprehensive look at the City’s master 
plan that will guide our development/redevelopment, public safety, infrastructure maintenance, and 
over-all quality of life over the next twenty (20) years.  Please stay tuned for notices on these and 
other public meetings to obtain your input.   
 

 
 
 



 

CITY BUDGET 
 
The next Fiscal Year (FY) 24 Budget Workshop will take place on Wednesday, June 28, beginning 
at 4 pm (at City Commission Chambers, 300 Municipal Dr) to discuss department personnel and 
operating expenditures, the City’s tax (millage) rate, and various non-departmental expenditures 
including contributions to other agencies (Chambers of Commerce, Coast Guard Auxiliary, etc).  A 
reminder that the City’s fiscal year runs from October 1 to September 30 – so our fiscal year 2023, 
will conclude this September 30, with the fiscal year 2024, beginning the following day on October 
1, 2022.  Our property/millage tax rate compared to other cities (millage rate utilized for FY 23 
budget): 
  
 

 
 

CITY CLEAN-UPS & BEAUTIFICATION 
 
Thank you very much to our wonderful Madeira Beach organizations, Trash Pirates and Trash 
Turtles that once again held clean-ups in May as well as the organization Keep Pinellas Beautiful 
for their continued support of our two clean-up organizations and over-all countywide beautification.   
 

 
  
 
 Trash Pirates of Mad Beach     Trash Turtles 

    
 

• Trash Pirates monthly clean-up on Sat, June 3 



 
Thank you to all the wonderful volunteers, family, and friends that continue to make our community 
a better place to live, learn, work, and play.  The pounds of trash removed at the clean-ups truly 
make our slice of paradise shine.  We very much appreciated all who volunteered their time keeping 
our Two Miles Long and a Smile Wide city looking fabulous ! 
 
Additionally, our City Public Works and Recreation crews continued daily maintaining our 
beach/sand, parks, and public rights-of-way clean and beautiful.  From the daily sand raking to 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP – LEAVE NO TRACE 
 
As we continue with beautification work including the monthly city-wide clean-ups and enhanced 
recycling services, we will also continue reminding our residents, businesses, and visitors to ensure 
all trash/waste ends up in the proper containers particularly when visiting our sand.  Also please 
remember:  No dogs on the Sand, No glass on the Sand. Fines are $250 for littering and $93 for 
dog on the sand/beach:   
 

    Help us leave no Trace !  
 

Sanitation-Trash Collection 
 
REMINDER:  Trash containers need to be stored somewhere other than curbside, and wheeled 
out to the curb for collection no earlier than 5:30 pm the day prior to collection, and removed away 
from the curb by sunset the day of collection. If your container is damaged or missing please contact 
the City of Madeira Beach Public Works/Sanitation department at 727.543.8154.  The City of 
Madeira Beach greatly appreciates everyone’s patience and understanding with the trash collection 
change that will help to keep our City even cleaner.  
 
  

 
 
 
 



TURTLE NESTING SEASON BEGAN MAY 1 
 

 
 
Here in Madeira Beach, we love sea turtles! Nesting season runs from May 1st to November 30th.  
The City of Madeira Beach greatly appreciates your support by helping to pick up litter on the 
beach, filling sand holes on the beach, and making sure your home lighting is sea turtle compliant 
if you live on the beach side.  Look below for some links on more information on what you can do 
and organizations that help our beloved sea turtles! 
 

• Pinellas County Sea Turtle Information – pinellascounty.org/environmental/coastal/sea-turtles.htm  

 

• SeaTurtleTrackers.org  
 

• Clearwater Marine Aquarium Rescue Program – https://mission.cmaquarium/org/what-we-

do/rescue-rehab-release 
 

• Madeira Beach Leave No Trace Ordinance -  
https://storage.googleapis.com/proudcity/madeirabeachfl/uploads/2021/04/Leave-no-trace-flyer.pdf 

 
 

 
 

http://www.pinellascounty.org/environmental/coastal/sea-turtles.htm
file://///586-106-003/Workgroup/City%20Manager/City%20Manager%20Reports/City%20Manager%20Reports%202022/03-%20March/City%20Manager/pinellascounty.org/environmental/coastal/sea-turtles.htm
https://seaturtletrackers.org/learn/sea-turtles/
https://mission.cmaquarium.org/what-we-do/rescue-rehab-release/
https://mission.cmaquarium/org/what-we-do/rescue-rehab-release
https://mission.cmaquarium/org/what-we-do/rescue-rehab-release
https://storage.googleapis.com/proudcity/madeirabeachfl/uploads/2021/04/Leave-no-trace-flyer.pdf
https://storage.googleapis.com/proudcity/madeirabeachfl/uploads/2021/04/Leave-no-trace-flyer.pdf


UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS/ACTIVITIES/MEETINGS 
  

(1) Trash Pirates monthly clean up at John’s Pass Bell Tower area and Archibald Park, 

Sat, Jun 3 beginning at 8 am. 

 

(2) BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS REGULAR MEETING, Wed, June 14, 6 pm, CITY HALL – 

Commission Chambers 

  

(3) Big-C Monthly Meeting, Wednesday, June 28, 9 am, Indian Rocks Beach 

Commission Chambers, 1507 Bay Palm Blvd 

 

(4) BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS BUDGET WORKSHOP CITY HALL, Wed, June 28, 4pm – 

Commission Chambers 

 

(5) BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS WORKSHOP CITY HALL, Wed, June 28, 6 pm – 

Commission Chambers 

 

(6) Madeira Beach Sunset 5K, Friday, June 30, 6 pm, John’s Pass Park 

 

(7) Final Friday, Friday, June 30, 6 pm, John’s Pass Bell Tower area 

 

(8) Independence Day Fireworks, Sunday, July 3, 9 pm 

 

 

 
 

 



 
 
 
 
CONTACTING CITY OF MADEIRA BEACH: a reminder of the various means and methods to 
contact/reach out to us, report an issue/concern, visit, etc., 
 

• City internet/web site:   www.madeirabeachfl.gov 
 

• Via email (listed on our website):  rgomez@madeirabeachfl.gov 
-all city employee emails are the first letter of the first name followed by last name 

 

• On the phone (main line):   727-391-9951  
-additional phone #’s listed on website 

 

• In person at City Hall, 300 Municipal Dr, open M-F 8 am to 4:30 pm:  to obtain a 
resident permit parking pass/sticker, purchase our 75th anniversary items (shirts, 
hats, etc), to ask a question(s), or to just say hello 
 

• In person at City Hall Commission Chambers, for our monthly Board of Commission 
meetings: Regular Meeting on the 2nd Tuesday of each month    
  Workshop Meeting on the 4th Tuesday of each month 

-both typically begin at 6pm 
 

• Via our App:  CITY OF MADEIRA BEACH MOBILE APP 

 
Remember to download the free City of Madeira Beach mobile app, My Madeira Beach, from the 
Apple App or Google Play stores.  Residents, businesses, visitors can utilize the app to 
communicate service requests and/or report concerns/issues such as potholes, trash, graffiti, or 
any other area needing City attention.  The app is also a great resource with links to the City 
website, news, and ongoing/upcoming events.    
 

http://www.madeirabeachfl.gov/
mailto:rgomez@madeirabeachfl.gov


 
 

 
Thank you very much for your attention. Again, a huge thank you to all City staff that daily make 
Madeira Beach shine.  Please let us know of any matter needing the City’s attention.  Stay Safe, 
enjoy Our Slice of Paradise, and a wish for all to enjoy every day throughout 2023 !! 


