
CITY MANAGER’S REPORT - JULY 2023 
 

CITY MANAGER  
I hope everyone is enjoying their summer as we continue experiencing the typical heat and humidity 
that force many of us and thousands of visitors to our sand and water destinations as well as 
indoors into air-conditioned locations such as restaurants, retail stores, and various entertainment 
venues.  As the heat/humidity continue, it is important to remember that our fluid levels can drop 
by 2-3% of our body weight before we even realize we are thirsty.  Consequently, we must 
remember to drink fluids (water is a great one) even before we are thirsty, particularly before, 
during, and after outdoor activities.  
 
 

 
 



 
 
Please remember our four-legged friends (pets) particularly dogs are very susceptible to heat 
stroke as well as burning their paws on hot pavement/asphalt.    
 
Additionally, it is important to remember that as we continue enjoying the gulf, the various 
waterways, and pools, that we exercise safety by utilizing all available safety precautions and 
devices from swimming in marked areas to wearing safety devices on boats to following all posted 
signs and markers both on water and on land.   
  

   
 
As we celebrated our Independence Day Holiday, a very big thank you to various City departments 
including Recreation, Public Works, and Fire for coordinating our Fireworks show (July 3), 
distributing drink koozies containing a trash bag to help keep our beach clean (July 4), and 
participating on the Wednesday, July 5th sand clean-up.  The July 5th clean-up again saw the 
participation of various groups including the Trash Pirates, residents and visitors, and City of 
Madeira Beach employees.  The City very much appreciated the work and certainly all who 
participated in the various ongoing efforts to keep our slice of paradise as clean and beautiful as 
possible.   
 
 

   
 



 
JOHN’S PASS VILLAGE FIRE – JULY 13 
 

 
 
In the early morning of Thursday, July 13, a devastating fire impacted various John’s Pass Village 
businesses including Beach Bites & Burgers, John’s Pass Trading Company, and the  Alligator & 
Wildlife Discovery Center with fire, smoke, and water damage.  Fortunately, the quick response on 
the part of Pinellas County Sheriff’s Office and our own Madeira Beach Fire Department (and 
various other neighboring units) limited the damage and destruction.  While the losses of property 
and animal life are large, we are all extremely grateful and humbled by the 1,000’s who have 
provided support in many ways including donating time, supplies, food, money, and the endless 
human desire to ensure all are taken care of.  We were saddened by the tragedy but now continue 
to assist in any way possible to ensure that businesses reopen and rebuild, that business owners 
and employees begin to work and prosper again, and that all find solace and comfort in eventually 
returning to daily lives.  Again, a massive thank you to all who have assisted with the recovery.  Be 
on the lookout for various future opportunities, activities, events, etc., to assist.   
 
 

   



 
WEATHER & HURRICANE SEASON – June 1 to November 30 
 
 
An additional important reminder is to take shelter when hearing thunder.  If you are outside such 
as on the sand, please move away from the water to the nearest shelter.  Storms particularly in the 
afternoon tend to develop rather quickly and contain lightning.  Yes, storms tend to dissipate almost 
as quickly as they form; however, avoiding being outside during lightning is something we all need 
to do.  A few lightning tips from the National Weather Service: 
 

 
.  
-A few on-line sites to stay updated on weather conditions: 
  

https://www.baynews9.com/fl/tampa/weather/radar 
 

https://www.fox13news.com/weather   https://www.wtsp.com/radar 
 

A reminder that our Madeira Beach Rec Center has a weather station and lightning detection 
system located on top of the building. The system/software offers a public page for the community 
to utilize when there is weather approaching. Check it out here: https://bit.ly/43CfwpW 
 

 

https://www.baynews9.com/fl/tampa/weather/radar
https://www.fox13news.com/weather
https://www.wtsp.com/radar
https://bit.ly/43CfwpW?fbclid=IwAR2ZF-FYE5w8hymXIiMAIlZ8qW2k4F5qN59Zbwifg_azizO5MawAo65VzVs


 

 
  

          
 
 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 

 



 
PUBLIC SAFETY 
 
More safety tips for pedestrians . . . many residents and visitors daily enjoy walking our city streets 
including our main N/S route of Gulf Blvd.  Very important when crossing Gulf Blvd as well as any 
other busy/high traffic/multi-lane road/street to utilize marked crosswalks.  Vehicle drivers, 
bicyclists, and pedestrians must always exercise caution as listed in the below information:   
 

• Pedestrian:  Always use marked crosswalks 
• Vehicle: Always stop for pedestrians in crosswalks until all have left the crosswalk 
• Bicyclist: Always wear a helmet 
• Bicyclist: Always check for oncoming traffic before entering an intersection 
• Pedestrian: Always use available sidewalks, if no sidewalk, walk on the side facing traffic 
• Vehicle: Always drive attentively, cautiously, avoid texting or other distractions 
• Vehicle: Always obey all traffic laws; follow posted speed limits, watch for road signs 
• Pedestrian: Always use marked crosswalks 
• Bicyclist: Always signal your turns 
• Bicyclist: Always stop at stop signs, red lights, crosswalks with pedestrians 
• Vehicle: Always signal your intentions 
• Pedestrian: Always stay alert and attentive  

 
 

  
 
 



 
 
Help us Keep Paradise as Clean as Possible – LEAVE NO TRACE 
 
A few reminders below for all of us to continue to take care of our beautiful slice of paradise: 
 

• Please deposit all trash/waste/rubbish in trash containers. 
 

• Remember that only rain goes down the storm drain. 
 

• Take your property with you when visiting and leaving the sand or public park; any 
unattended property such as a tent, a chair, towels etc., left on the sand or other public 
property will be removed and disposed of by the following morning. 

 
• Please fill any holes made on the sand before leaving the sand. 

 
• Remember that no animals such as dogs, cats, etc., are allowed on the sand. 

 
• Want to help/assist even more – participate in one of the monthly and other clean-ups held 

by organizations such as:   
 

Trash Pirates of Madeira Beach - https://www.facebook.com/madeirabeachtrashpirates/ 
Trash Turtles – https://trashturtles.org 
Water Warrior Alliance – https://www.waterwarrioralliance.org 

 
 
 
Did you Know? 
 
The below internet links will take you to live web cameras of Madeira Beach sand views – helpful 
to see how busy locations may be, wave action, observe the City sand rake, and/or weather 
conditions – take a look:   
 

1. Hubbard’s Marina earth cam      
               https://myearthcam.com/hubbardsmarina 

 
2. Baynews9 Camera at John’s Pass 

Park        https://www.baynews9.com/fl/tampa/weather/bay-news-9-cameras 
 

3. Commodore Beach Club    
 

https://commodorebeachclub.com/resort-details/live-webcam 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://myearthcam.com/hubbardsmarina
https://commodorebeachclub.com/resort-details/live-webcam


Sanitation-Trash Collection 
 
REMINDER:  Trash containers need to be stored somewhere other than curbside, and wheeled 
out to the curb for collection no earlier than 5:30 pm the day prior to collection, and removed away 
from the curb by sunset the day of collection. If your container is damaged or missing please contact 
the City of Madeira Beach Public Works/Sanitation department at 727.543.8154.  The City of 
Madeira Beach greatly appreciates everyone’s patience and understanding with the trash collection 
change that will help to keep our City even cleaner.  
 

   
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
PARKING 
 
A few reminders regarding resident and visitor parking: 
 

1. Residents can obtain up to 3 RESIDENT PARKING PASSES at no charge, that allow 
residents to park in any City of Madeira Beach lot while the lot is open as well as on 
streets that allow resident parking. No overnight parking is allowed at any City lot using 
the RESIDENT PARKING PASS (everyone can use the overnight parking lot areas by 
paying the $3/hour fee).   
 

2. RESIDENT PARKING PASSES are only for residents physically living within the City of 
Madeira Beach City limits – not for businesses, visitors, or tourists – MUST prove City 
residency and provide a driver’s license and a valid vehicle registration. 

 
3. VISITOR PARKING is available at all City of Madeira Beach lots and the John’s Pass 

Boardwalk & Village on-street spaces and the lot adjacent to the VFW (entrance off 129th 
Ave E) by paying the hourly rate of $3 (may pay using the ParkMobile app or at a 
kiosk/meter located at each lot).  Overnight parking is only allowed at City of Madeira 
Beach lots located from 130th Ave to 136th Ave (entrances off Gulf Blvd) – not allowed at 
the John’s Pass Parking lot and the Archibald Park Parking lot – by paying the $3/hr rate 
(available for up to 7 days).   

 
4. Please keep in mind, particularly visitors, that there are other privately-run/managed 

parking lots throughout our City that typically charge $4-$8/hour as well as the occasional 
$20 - $45 full day rate/charge.  These lots are NOT owned/managed/enforced by the 
City of Madeira Beach 

 
  
 
 
 

    
 
 
 



 
CITY BUDGET-FY 2024 
 
The next Fiscal Year (FY) 24 Budget Workshop will take place on Wednesday, August 23,  
beginning at 4 pm (at City Commission Chambers, 300 Municipal Dr) to discuss department 
personnel and operating expenditures, the City’s tax (millage) rate, and various non-departmental 
expenditures including contributions to other agencies (Chambers of Commerce, Coast Guard 
Auxiliary, etc).  A reminder that the City’s fiscal year runs from October 1 to September 30 – so our 
fiscal year 2023, will conclude this September 30, with the fiscal year 2024, beginning the following 
day on October 1, 2023.  Also, under Florida law we must adopt a balanced budget where our 
revenues equal our expenditures. Our property/millage tax rate compared to other cities (millage 
rate utilized for FY 23 budget): 
  

 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
In addition to various eResources, databases, books, and other available materials, our Gulf 
Beaches Library also offers Notary services for $5.00 per stamp.  To schedule an appointment for 
Notary services please call Monday – Friday, 727-391-2828.  Of course, libraries still continue to 
loan out materials, please take a look at the load periods, item limits, and length of check-out for 
the below items.   
  

  
 
If you do not already have a library card, please stop by to obtain one, items needed to obtain one: 
  

 



 
 
TURTLE NESTING SEASON CONTINUES 
 

 
 
Here in Madeira Beach, we love sea turtles! Nesting season runs from May 1st to November 30th.  
The City of Madeira Beach greatly appreciates your support by helping to pick up litter on the 
beach, filling sand holes on the beach, and making sure your home lighting is sea turtle compliant 
if you live on the beach side.  Look below for some links on more information on what you can do 
and organizations that help our beloved sea turtles! 
 

• Pinellas County Sea Turtle Information – pinellascounty.org/environmental/coastal/sea-turtles.htm  
 

• SeaTurtleTrackers.org  
 

• Clearwater Marine Aquarium Rescue Program – https://mission.cmaquarium/org/what-we-
do/rescue-rehab-release 
 

• Madeira Beach Leave No Trace Ordinance -  
https://storage.googleapis.com/proudcity/madeirabeachfl/uploads/2021/04/Leave-no-trace-flyer.pdf 

 
   
 
 
As in prior months thousands of visitors to our City with many enjoying a few events including a life 
jacket giveaway day, the July 3 fireworks, various beach clean-ups, softball tournaments at our 
R.O.C. park softball fields, and  
 
Please read below for additional events in August including our monthly Commission meetings on 
Aug 9 and Aug 23 that will also include a budget workshop beginning at 4 pm on the 23rd, MB 
beach clean-up on Saturday, August 5; Breakfast with the City Manager on Saturday, Aug 12, 
beginning at 10 am, at the Holiday Isles Elks, and Final Friday on Friday, August 25 beginning at 
6 pm. 
 
UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS/ACTIVITIES 
  

 
 

(1) Trash Pirates monthly clean up at Johns Pass, Sat, Aug 5, 8 am. 
 

 
(2) Breakfast with the City Manager, Saturday, August 12, 10 am, Holiday Isles Elks Club  

 

http://www.pinellascounty.org/environmental/coastal/sea-turtles.htm
file://586-106-003/Workgroup/City%20Manager/City%20Manager%20Reports/City%20Manager%20Reports%202022/03-%20March/City%20Manager/pinellascounty.org/environmental/coastal/sea-turtles.htm
https://seaturtletrackers.org/learn/sea-turtles/
https://mission.cmaquarium.org/what-we-do/rescue-rehab-release/
https://mission.cmaquarium/org/what-we-do/rescue-rehab-release
https://mission.cmaquarium/org/what-we-do/rescue-rehab-release
https://storage.googleapis.com/proudcity/madeirabeachfl/uploads/2021/04/Leave-no-trace-flyer.pdf
https://storage.googleapis.com/proudcity/madeirabeachfl/uploads/2021/04/Leave-no-trace-flyer.pdf


(3) Final Friday Music Event, Friday, August 25, 6 pm to 9 pm, John’s Pass Bell Tower area  
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Additional details are included in this report including specific departmental information and data.  
Please feel free to review and ask questions regarding our city services provision.  Please feel free 
to contact me for any City matter or just to say hello: 
 
  rgomez@madeirabeachfl.gov  727.580.8014 

 

mailto:rgomez@madeirabeachfl.gov

