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SLC   seal level change 

SMN   Science-Math-Nursing building  

SMP   Stream Maintenance Program 

SOD   Sudden Oak Death 

SPF   standard project flood 

SPL   sound pressure level 

SRA   State Responsibility Area  

SWPPP  Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan  

SWRCB  State Water Resources Control Board 

The District Marin County Flood Control and Water Conservation District 

The project Corte Madera Creek Flood Risk Management Project, Phase 1  

TACs toxic air contaminants 

TCP traditional cultural property 

TMDL Total maximum Daily Load 

TMP Traffic Management Plan 

TSCA   Toxic Substances Control Act  

TTLCs   Total Threshold Limit Concentrations 

US 101   U.S. Highway 101 

USACE  U.S. Army Corps of Engineers  

USDOT  U.S. Department of Transportation  

USEPA  U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

USGS   U.S. Geological Survey  
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VbD   vibration decibels 

VHFHSZ  very high fire hazard severity zones 

VMT   vehicle miles traveled 

WDRs   Waste District Requirements  

WSE   water surface elevation 
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Glossary 
100-year flood event: A flood that statistically has a one-percent chance of occurring in any 
given year. 

Aggradation: The act of raising the grade or level of a stream bed by depositing detritus, 
sediment, or the like. 

Alluvial strata: Consists of unconsolidated mixtures of gravel, sand, clay, and silt typically 
deposited by streams. 

Anadromous: Characterizes the life cycle of a fish that spawns in fresh water and spends a 
significant portion of its adult life in the ocean. Salmon and steelhead are anadromous. 

A-weighted decibel (dBA): Since the human ear is not equally sensitive to all sound 
frequencies within the entire spectrum, human response is factored into sound descriptions in a 
process called “A-weighting,” expressed as “dBA.” The dBA, or A-weighted decibel, refers to a 
scale of noise measurement that approximates the range of sensitivity of the human ear to 
sounds of different frequencies. 

Backwater flooding: Upstream flooding caused by downstream conditions such as channel 
restriction and/or high flow in a downstream confluence stream. 

Bankfull: The term bankfull refers to the water level stage that just begins to spill out of the 
channel into the floodplain.  

Beneficial reuse: The use of byproducts or waste materials rather than discarding them. 

Coarse sediment load: Particulate sediment, varying in size from sand to gravel, that is carried 
in the body of the flow. 

Cofferdam: A watertight enclosure pumped dry to permit construction work below the 
waterline. 

Dam inundation area: The specific areas of land that would become flooded and covered with 
water if a particular dam were to break or fail. 

Emergent groundwater: Groundwater that emerges to the surface of the ground naturally, by 
an increase in infiltration from stormwater or other water source. 

Floodplain: An area of low-lying ground adjacent to a river, formed mainly of river sediments 
and subject to flooding. 

Floodwalls: A primarily vertical artificial barrier designed to temporarily contain the waters of 
a river or other waterway that may rise to unusual levels during seasonal or extreme weather 
events. 
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Groundwater basin: An area underlain by permeable materials capable of furnishing a 
significant supply of groundwater to wells or storing a significant amount of water. 

Hydraulic capacity: The amount of water that can pass through a structure or watercourse. 

Hydraulic constriction: A short reach of a creek where the cross-section is reduced. 

Left bank: refers to the east or north side of the channel. 

Level of service (LOS): A qualitative description of a facility’s performance based on average 
delay per vehicle, vehicle density, or volume-to-capacity ratios. Levels of service range from 
LOS A, which indicates free-flow or excellent conditions with short delays, to LOS F, which 
indicates congested or overloaded conditions with extremely long delays. 

Manning’s ‘n’ factor:  The Manning’s ‘n’ is a coefficient which represents the roughness or 
friction applied to the flow by the channel.  

Perennial safe yield: The amount of groundwater that can be withdrawn from a groundwater 
basin over a period of time without exceeding the long-term recharge of the basin or 
unreasonably affecting the basin’s physical and chemical integrity. 

Regulatory floodway: The channel of a river or other watercourse and the adjacent land areas 
that must be reserved in order to discharge the base flood without cumulatively increasing the 
water surface elevation more than a designated height. 

Right bank: Refers to the west or south side of the channel. 

Riparian: The land adjacent to a natural watercourse such as a river or stream. Riparian areas 
support vegetation that provides important wildlife habitat as well as important fish habitat 
when sufficient to overhang the bank. 

Scour protection: Rock, riprap, or similar materials added to edge of a waterway to protect the 
banks. 

Sediment deposition: The process by which sediment, including soil and rocks, is deposited on 
the creek bottom due to a loss of kinetic energy in the water. 

Sheetflow flooding: Floodwater flows that spread out over a large area at a uniform depth. 

Special-status species: Several species known to occur within the general region of the program 
area are accorded “special status” because of their recognized rarity or vulnerability to habitat 
loss or population decline. Some of these species receive specific protection in federal and/or 
state endangered species legislation. Others have been designated as “sensitive species” or 
“species of special concern” on the basis of adopted policies of federal, state, or local resource 
agencies. These species are referred to collectively as “special-status species.” 
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Streamflow gage: A tool to measure stream-water height and thereby measure the amount of 
water in the stream. 

Threshold conveyance capacity: The flow a creek channel can contain before overtopping its 
banks. 

Vegetated soil lift: A vegetated soil lift consists of soil encapsulated or wrapped in a facing 
element or fabric such as a rolled erosion control product, or a combination of erosion control 
products, that also act a reinforcing element.  

Watershed: The region or area drained by a river, stream, etc.; drainage area. 


	Table of Contents
	CorteMaderaCreek_0.0 Acronyms.pdf
	Acronyms, Abbreviations, and Glossary
	Acronyms and Abbreviations
	Glossary





