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2018 Review 
The Mebane City Council selected six individuals to serve on the Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory 
Committee (BPAC) at their January 8, 2018, meeting. As detailed in Chapter 25 of the City 
Ordinance, the BPAC features one representative each from the City's extraterritorial jurisdiction 
in Orange County and Alamance County; four representatives from within the City limits; and 
one delegate from the City Council. The Mebane BPAC held their first meeting Monday, 
February 26, and generally meets the fourth Monday of every month. 
 

*resigned November 2018 
As the inaugural committee, the meetings 
largely focused on mission and function, 
establishing meeting etiquette and ground 
rules, clarifying their advisory role to the City Council, and gathering information to 
contribute thoughtful recommendations to the City Council. The BPAC assisted in master 
planning the Cates Farm Park; received information on the value of street trees to public 
and environmental health; and began working relationships with the Public Works and 
Engineering departments.  
 

2018 Accomplishments 
 

• Established meeting ground rules; 
 

• Established meeting schedule; 
 

• Hosted a Bike Rodeo on Saturday, October 6; 
 

• Drafted a Complete Streets Resolutions that was adopted by the City Council at their 
November meeting; and 

 
• Gathered information to recommend pedestrian, bicycle, and greenway projects to the 

City Council for the FY20 Mebane budget and for NC Department of Transportation 
Strategic Transportation Prioritization (SPOT) funds.  

  

2018 BPAC MEETING DATES 
February 26 

April 2 
June 25 
July 30 

August 27 
September 24 

October 18 
December 17 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
John Barnhart* City 
Rebecca Brouwer City 
Andy Lynch Alamance County ETJ 
Patty Philipps Council Delegate 
Sylvia Sichi City 
Anna Wirth City 
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2019 Work Plan Overview 
The Mebane Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee (BPAC) has worked diligently over the 
past several months to evaluate opportunities for improving the quality of life for Mebane’s 
residents and guests through enhancing its bicycle paths and walkways.  
 
As a committee, we believe that environment impacts opinion, and opinion impacts word of 
mouth. As an advisory committee, we endeavor to help the City of Mebane generate as much 
positive informal endorsement as possible from residents and guests who walk our sidewalks, bike 
our streets, visit our shops and restaurants, and enjoy our public spaces.  
 
Our workgroup has been charged with advising Council on how best to allocate resources in 
2019 and beyond. With numerous promising opportunities, we have determined it is important to 
first articulate the overarching aims that will guide our thinking and recommendations. To this 
end, we have identified two central themes for the 2019 BPAC Work Plan: 
 
1. To support positive, sustainable growth through sound investments in walkways and public 

spaces that foster a sense of community, improve safety, and uphold a consistent standard 
of pleasing aesthetics 
 

2. To advise Council on specific high-priority bicycle and walkway improvement opportunities 
that will increase safety and enjoyment for pedestrians, cyclists, and motor vehicle drivers 

 
The first aim acknowledges that Mebane has been - and will continue to be - in a growth mode 
for the foreseeable future. Our location, infrastructure, affordability, and quality of life create a 
compelling value proposition for both residents and businesses. At present, there is significant 
development in nearly every corner of the City, which presents exciting challenges for our 
committee when anticipating how new traffic patterns will impact bicycle and pedestrian 
activity. We believe a mindful approach to walkability and bikeability now will set a precedent 
for the type of growth we (and the broader community) want to see in the future.  
 
We believe that a city that values healthy lifestyles will demonstrate its priorities in part in how it 
accommodates and makes provision for biking, walking, and running. This goes beyond just 
providing public parks, but impacts how we connect the City with sidewalks and bike lanes. 
There is value, albeit somewhat intangible, in choosing to invest in public spaces for the sheer 
enjoyment of residents and guests. As a committee, we believe this forward-thinking mindset sets 
the tone for future development by assigning significance and value to both the functional and 
aesthetic design of public spaces. We are stewards of today’s Mebane, but our rationale will 
impact future residents long after our decisions are made. To this end, we endeavor to influence 
public opinion in support of initiatives that will enhance the quality of life for residents and guests 
for generations to come. This means we will “plant trees whose shade will be enjoyed someone 
else.” 
 
The second aim is the practical implementation of the intent of the first. We value both the 
aesthetic and the function of our public walkways, bike paths, and public spaces. To this end, 
we have recommended funds be applied to specific opportunities for improvement. Some of 
these items have already been approved in the maintenance budget, and other require 
additional consideration from Council. Some of the projects we have identified will require 
additional research to assess cost and feasibility, but all have been filtered by considering 
quality of life and safety factors. 
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Objective 1: Fostering Public Opinion in Favor of the Greenway 
The most significant of the initiatives we endeavor to realize is the establishment of a bold new 
landmark that has the potential to be the backbone of the emerging Mebane. With the 
inevitable growth ahead of us - new housing communities, apartment complexes, shopping 
centers, and commercial development - we believe it is imperative to set aside a central 
common area in the form of a Greenway. This protected space will serve as a year-round 
gather place for families, friends, civic groups, faith-based organizations, and guests. It will 
encourage healthy living, community pride, and an appreciation for the charm that is the 
hallmark of living in Mebane. Yes, there is significant investment required to establish a 
Greenway, but a visit to the new community park on Highway 70 on any Saturday afternoon will 
quickly substantiate the pent up demand for open public spaces in Mebane. The Greenway, a 
central landmark with high utility,  would serve to bolster the City’s emerging reputation as a 
forward-thinking, pro-business, family-friendly community that is a model for smart growth, fiscal 
responsibility, innovation, and sound leadership. 
 
As an advisory committee, we aim in 2019 to rally public opinion in support of the Greenway. In 
practice, this means we will conduct surveys, distribute information, engage social media, and 
promote at every public gathering the value of the Greenway as both a central gathering 
place and a symbol of community. Seeing the Greenway advanced is our top priority in 2019. 
 

Objective 2: Implementation of Key Strategic Projects 
The BPAC is making several recommendations for FY20 capital investments. The planned bicycle 
and pedestrian projects recommended in the 5-Year Capital budget are recommended for 
implementation. There are also recommendations for intersection improvements at two 
locations in the City. Lastly, the BPAC is recommending that the City commit to providing the 
20% match required of the NC DOT Strategic Transportation Prioritization program for bicycle 
and pedestrian projects for three projects that would otherwise be funded and managed by 
NCDOT. These projects are described below: 
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FY20 Capital Project Recommendations 
MACC-Holt Street Greenway 

Description: 
Provide 1.2 miles multiuse path, largely using the 
existing sewer easement  

 

Connect the Mebane Arts & Community Center to 
Holt Street Park, the Mebane Library, and South 
Mebane Elementary School 

 

Top Priority in both the Mebane Bicycle and 
Pedestrian Transportation Plan and the Mebane 
Comprehensive Transportation Plan 

Estimated Cost: $2,400,000 (preliminary design complete) 
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N. 2nd Street Sidewalk 

Description: 
Provide 494 linear feet (LF) sidewalk 
between W. Graham & W. Crawford Streets 

Estimated Cost: $12,300 
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 Jackson Street Sidewalk & Bike Boulevard 

Description: 
Provide 1,000 LF sidewalk – where missing – 
between S. 5th & S. 1st Streets 

 
Stripe 3,910 LF bicycle lane on Jackson Street 
between Madison & 8th Streets 

 
Creates connection between Tennis Courts and 
Holt Street Park 

Estimated Cost: $213,700 
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4th Street Bike Boulevard  

Description: 
Provide 5,700 LF bike boulevard with street 
markings & signs 

 
Creates a continuous N-S bicycle thoroughfare 
through Downtown 

Estimated Cost: $10,000 
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Recommended Intersection Improvements 
 

US 70 Intersection Improvement   

Description: 

Evaluate and improve intersection safety for all 
transportation modes at US 70 at Woodlawn 
Road and Moore Street 

 
Creates a safer intersection and pedestrian 
connection to the new City Park  

 In NC Railroad ROW 

Estimated Cost: TBD - NCDOT feasibility assessment, May 2019 

Estimated Match: 20% of total cost 
 

 



 

Bicycle & Pedestrian Advisory Committee  2019 Work Plan     9 

 
S. 3rd Street Crossing at Corregidor Street Intersection  

Description: 
Provide marked crossing at existing pedestrian 
crossing on S. 3rd Street 

 
Creates a safer connection to the Mebane Arts & 
Community Center for pedestrians 

Estimated Cost: $3,000 
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N.1st Street Crossing at Stagecoach Road Intersection  

Description: 
Provide marked crossing at existing pedestrian 
crossing on N. 1st Street 

 
Creates a safer connection to the new municipal 
pocket park and shopping center for pedestrians 

Estimated Cost: $13,000 
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Recommended NCDOT Strategic Transportation Prioritization 
Improvements 
The BPAC is recommending that the City Council support the construction of four new 
infrastructure projects through the Strategic Transportation Prioritization (SPOT) program. These 
requests require a 20% match from the City of Mebane, which can be a cash contribution but can 
also be in-kind donations, especially dedication of right of way for the new project.  

 
Multiuse Path Connection to Collington Farms  

Description: 

Create a 1,676 LF multiuse path that connect 
Collington Farm subdivision to the existing 
sidewalk on Forest Oaks Lane 

 
Creates a safer pedestrian connection to existing 
sidewalks for Collington Farm residents  

 Will require easement dedication from HOA 

Estimated Cost: $1,340,800 

Estimated Match: $335,200 
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Center Street Sidewalk  

Description: 

Create a 3,356 LF sidewalk that connects 
Ashbury Place subdivision to the existing sidewalk 
on US 70/Center Street at N. 9th Street. 

 
Creates a safer pedestrian connection to 
Downtown for Ashbury Place residents  

 In NC Railroad ROW 

Estimated Cost: $2,684,800 

Estimated Match: $671,200 
 

 

 

 

 
  



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

City of Mebane 

Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee 

106 East Washington Street 
Mebane, NC 27302 
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