
CITY OF MONTCLAIR  

 

AB 361 ABBREVIATED TELECONFERENCING PROCEDURES 

FOR PUBLIC MEETINGS DURING PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCIES 

 

These procedures shall remain in effect until the end of the current COVID–19 public health emergency, 

and during any future state of emergency, through January 1, 2024, as long as the City Council has made 

factual findings required by AB 361 within the past 30 days.  The City Council intends to continue making 

these factual findings throughout the pandemic to ensure the public’s health and safety while maintaining 

adequate remote access to public meetings. 

 

 

 

1. Notice and agenda:  

 

 The City of Montclair shall provide notice and post agendas as otherwise required under the 

Brown Act (setting aside traditional teleconferencing requirements), and shall indicate on the 

notice the means by which the public may access the meeting and offer comment.  

 The agenda shall identify and include an opportunity for all persons to attend via a call–in option 

or internet–based service.  Further, (1) the agenda is not required to be posted at all 

teleconferencing locations, (2) public access does not need to be assured at all teleconference 

locations, (3) the notices and agenda do not need to list the teleconferencing locations of the 

members of the City Council, and (4) a quorum of the members of the City Council do not need 

to participate within physical boundaries of the City of Montclair. 

2. Public comment rules:  AB 361 instituted new rules for public comments for timed and untimed 

public comment periods during legislative body meetings. 

 Timed general public comment period:  The Montclair City Council, its committees, and the 

Montclair Planning and Community Activities Commissions provide members of the public a 

timed, general public comment period, and opportunity to register for public comment does 

not close until the set general public comment period has elapsed. 

 Untimed public comment period per agenda item:  The Montclair City Council, its committees, 

and the Montclair Planning and Community Activities Commissions provide for a timed, general 

public comment period. 

 Timed public comment period per agenda item:  The Montclair City Council, its committees, 

and the Montclair Planning and Community Activities Commissions provide for a timed public 

comment period per agenda item. 

3. Prohibition against requirement for public comments to be submitted in advance.  The 

Montclair City Council, its committees, and the Montclair Planning and Community Activities 

Commissions comply with AB 361's prohibition against a local legislative body from requiring public 

comments to be submitted in advance of the meeting. 

 

4. Registration for public comment:  The Montclair City Council, its committees, and the Montclair 

Planning and Community Activities Commissions comply with AB 361 by not imposing a 

requirement that a member of the public register for public comment before being allowed to 

provide public comment where a third–party platform (such as Zoom or Microsoft Teams) is 

employed. 

 

5. Disrupted broadcasting procedures: In the event there is a broadcasting disruption of a meeting 

of the Montclair City Council, its committees, or the Montclair Planning and Community Activities 

Commissions to the public by phone or by internet, the Montclair City Council, its committees, and 

the Montclair Planning and Community Activities Commissions will take no further action on agenda 

items until public access is restored. 

 

6. Standing Committee:  Each standing committee of the Montclair City Council shall fall under the 

scope of AB 361. 

 

7. Montclair Planning and Community Activities Commissions: The Montclair Planning Commission 

and the Montclair Community Activities Commission shall fall under the scope of AB 361. 


