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Overview: City of Montclair Parks and Recreation Master Plan?

• A comprehensive parks and recreation planning effort that will 
guide the Human Services and Public Works Departments.

• “To create a seamless, sustainable system of parks, recreation 
and open spaces that offers multiple social, environmental, and 
economic benefits.”

• Provide a clear set of goals for both infrastructure, program 
improvements, maintenance, and operations.
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Project Timeline
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Existing Conditions Overview

Montclair Parks and 
Recreation Master Plan
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Existing City Parks

Public Works and Human Services Departments 
currently oversee 15 parks, totaling 49.98 acres
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Existing and Future  Level of Service

Population 2021: 38,061
Acres per 1000: 38.06
Total park acres needed to reach goal of 5 per 1000: 
190.31

Population 2045: 49,200
Acres per 1000: 49.20
Total park acres needed to reach goal of 5 per 1000: 
246.0

20 4 5  LEVEL OF SERVICE ALL CITY 
PARKS

Existing Parks Acreage 49.98

Recommended Adopted Standard 
per 1,000 Population

5.00

Acres per 1,000 Population (2045) 1.02

Total Surplus/Deficit Acres per 
1,000 Population (2045)

-3.98

Acres in Deficit 196.02

20 21 LEVEL OF SERVICE ALL CITY 
PARKS

Existing Parks Acreage 49.98

Recommended Adopted Standard 
per 1,000 Population

5.00

Acres per 1,000 Population (2021) 1.31

Total Surplus/Deficit Acres per 
1,000 Population (2021)

-3.69

Acres in Deficit 140.33
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Existing Parks: Half-Mile Parksheds

• Generally good coverage as it relates to 
half-mile access to a park space

• There are gaps in the northeast and 
southern portion of the city
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Existing Parks: Half-Mile Parksheds

• Residential land use depicts where 
people live within the city

• Analysis helps address gaps such as 
the southern portion of the city
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Amenity Analysis for Existing Parks

Playgrounds Court Sports Sports Fields
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Playgrounds Court Sports Sports Fields

Amenity Analysis for Existing Parks
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Outreach To Date

Montclair Parks and 
Recreation Master Plan
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Three Pop-Up Workshops
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Outreach: Community Survey
Question #8: Which of the City parks/recreation facilities, if any, do you feel needs major 
improvements and additional amenities? 
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*School joint-use agreement and other special site agreements may limit short-term improvements14



Outreach: Community Survey
Question #9: What amenities would you like to see added to City parks?
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Other Category:
• Lighting
• Restrooms
• Water fountains
• Benches
• Shade
• Maintenance
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Draft Recommendations

Montclair Parks and 
Recreation Master Plan
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Recommendations Summary
Currently meeting the following community needs per park standards
• Community, Recreation, Youth, Senior, and Nature Centers
• Community gardens, skate parks, and splash pads

Opportunities to add amenities that are currently lacking per park standards
• Playgrounds 
• Basketball, tennis and volleyball courts
• Rectangular fields for soccer for youth and adults
• Diamond fields for youth and adults
• Dog park

Opportunities to add amenities that are currently lacking per community survey
• Walking paths and outdoor exercise equipment
• Picnic tables / group picnic areas
• Dog park
• Playgrounds
• Aquatic facilities
• Other

• Restrooms
• Lighting
• Shade
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Infrastructure Recommendations
Park Infill Opportunities: Moreno Vista Park
A. Park has four opportunity areas identified; potential park infill amenities include:

• Basketball, tennis, volleyball, youth soccer, playgrounds, exercise equipment, 
splash pad, dog park, or recreation pool
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Area 1 Area 2 Area 3 Area 4

Common Recreation Facilities for Infill Typical SF 6,795 28,871 11,088 6,094

Diamond Field 40,000-80,000

Soccer Field 65,000-85,000

Youth Soccer Field (6U & 8U) 4,500-13,000 X X X
Basketball Court 4,700 X X X
Tennis 7,200 X X
Pickleball 2,500 X X X
Volleyball 4,000 X X X
Playgrounds 4,000-6,000 X X
Picnic Area 500-1,500 X X X X
Dog Park 10,000-65,000 X X
Outdoor Exercise Areas 500-2,000 X X X X
Recreation Pool 6,000-14,000 X X X
Splash Pad 500-1,500 X X X
Adventure Playgrounds 4,000-6,000 X X
Skate Spot / Pump Track 2,000-45,000 X X X X
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Infrastructure Recommendations
Park Infill Opportunities: 
Playground Analysis

• Existing playgrounds vs new 
playgrounds

• Helps fill in geographic gaps 
specific to this park amenity

Existing Playgrounds Existing and Potential New Playgrounds19



Infrastructure Recommendations
Park Infill Opportunities: 
Court Sports Analysis

• Existing courts vs new courts

• Helps fill in geographic gaps 
specific to this park amenity

Existing Court Sports Existing and Potential New Court Sports

Courts / Canchas
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Infrastructure Recommendations
Park Infill Opportunities: 
Recreation Fields Analysis

• Existing fields vs new fields

• Helps fill in geographic gaps 
specific to this park amenity

Existing Sports Fields Existing and Potential New Sports Fields

Fields / Campos 
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Infrastructure Recommendations
San Antonio Creek Trail

• Along the western edge of Montclair 
between the northern city boundary and 
Holt Boulevard

• Acreage: 5.35

• Amenities may include:
• Class I multi-use path
• DG walking paths
• Educational signage
• Interpretive gardens
• Playground elements
• Exercise equipment
• Picnic areas and benches
• Public art
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Infrastructure Recommendations
Detention Basins

• Three detention basins 
between Arrow Highway and 
Interstate 10 Freeway

• Acreage: 7.22

• Amenities may include:
• Class I multi-use path
• DG walking paths
• Educational signage
• Interpretive gardens
• Playground elements
• Exercise equipment
• Picnic areas and benches
• Public art
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Infrastructure Recommendations
Detention Basins

• Three detention basins 
between Arrow Highway and 
Interstate 10 Freeway

• Acreage: 7.22
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SACT and Detention Basins Park Elements To Consider

Atlanta Beltline Trail Anaheim Coves Park Trail Milton Street Park (Ballona Creek Trail)

Tujunga Spreading Grounds LA River Greenway LA River Greenway26



New Park Opportunities
Traditional New Park Opportunities
• Park #1 (0.65 acres) 

• Northern city boundary near Monte Vista Ave

• Park #2 (0.31 acres)
• Northern Montclair near Richton Street

• Park #3 (0.45 acres)
• Northern Montclair near Fremont Avenue and Olive 

Street

• Park #4 (0.54 acres)
• Northern Montclair near Moreno Street and Plaza Lane

• Park #5 (1.45 acres)
• Northern Montclair near Moreno Street and Vernon 

Avenue

• Park #6 (4.75 acres)
• Southern Montclair near Vernon Ave and Clair Street

• Park #7 (4.46 acres)
• Southern Montclair near Fremont Avenue and South of 

Saddleback Street

1 2

3

4
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New School Joint Use 
Agreement Opportunities
School Opportunities
• Monte Vista Elementary School (2.59 acres) 

• Easy and direct access from Monte Vista Ave

• Good visibility from street

• Easier opportunity to add fencing to separate 

public use from school areas

• Montera Elementary School (2.04)
• Easy and direct access from Holt Blvd

• Good visibility from street

• Easier opportunity to add fencing to separate 

public use from school areas
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New School Joint Use 
Agreement Opportunities
School Opportunities
• Monte Vista Elementary School (2.59 acres) 

• Montera Elementary School (2.04)

Recreation Opportunities
• Walking paths (linear recreation)

• Exercise equipment

• Playground

• Basketball

• Informal ball play, frisbee throwing, picnicking, 

etc. in lawn areas
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Existing and New Parks: 
Half-Mile Parksheds
• Geographic coverage and access to 

parks is significantly improved 

• Gaps remain in few small pockets near 
residential land uses
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Potential New Park System 
and Parkshed
• Geographic coverage and access to 

parks is significantly improved 

• Gaps remain in few small pockets near 
residential land uses
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Potential New Park System 
and Parkshed
• Geographic coverage and access to 

parks is significantly improved 

• Gaps remain in few small pockets near 
residential land uses
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Level of Service with New Park Areas

Population 2045: 49,200
Acres per 1000: 49.20
Total park acres needed to reach goal of 5 per 1000: 
246.0

Future parks include: Seven new parks, the 
San Antonio Creek Tail, three Detention Basin 
Loop Trails, and two potential school JUAs

20 4 5  LEVEL OF SERVICE ALL CITY 
PARKS

Future Park Acreage 71.20

Recommended Adopted Standard 
per 1,000 Population

5.00

Acres per 1,000 Population (2045) 1.45

Total Surplus/Deficit Acres per 
1,000 Population (2045)

-3.55

Acres in Deficit 174.80

20 4 5  LEVEL OF SERVICE ALL CITY 
PARKS

Existing Parks Acreage 49.98

Recommended Adopted Standard 
per 1,000 Population

5.00

Acres per 1,000 Population (2045) 1.02

Total Surplus/Deficit Acres per 
1,000 Population (2045)

-3.98

Acres in Deficit 196.02
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Programs Overview
• While many programming activities have been impacted because of COVID, historically, the 

department provided a wide variety of activities such as:
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Program Recommendations
• Continue expanding teen and adult sports and recreation programs as staffing becomes 

more available.

• Consider providing adaptive or therapeutic programs for special needs or disabled patrons.

• Expand cultural programming to focused groups within the community as well as provide 
multilingual options for marketing of programs.

• Cultural events have resonated well with the community, so continue providing yearly 
cultural events

• Integrate virtual programming for arts and gathering meetings that patrons can participate 
in at home. 

• Safety is a concern for some residents and virtual programming would provide in-home 
safety while providing community participation.

• Consider partnerships with community organizations, neighboring communities, and school 
districts to support program offerings such as use of pools for swimming or tracks around 
fields for walking.
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What Did We Hear at the 
Recommendations Workshop?

Montclair Parks and 
Recreation Master Plan
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Summary from Community Workshop #4
• Attendance: 28 community members
• City staff and consultant team
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General Comments
Recreation Programs Board
• Cultural arts
• Performing arts
• Therapeutic

General Comments on Things People Would Like
• Dog parks
• Walking trails
• Soccer fields for adults at Saratoga
• Cleaner restrooms

Other Comments
• Promote to the public the native garden and its educational 

opportunities located at Wilderness Park
• Work with the Chino Basin Water Conservation District to site 

a proposed natural playground at the Wilderness Park
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Park Infill Opportunity Areas Summary
• Community members were 

asked to review opportunity 
areas for eight (8) parks 
throughout the city

• Voting exercise allowed the 
community to vote for specific 
park facilities for the 
opportunity areas

• Sticker tallies will help the 
team revise maps for the 
recommendations chapter of 
the master plan
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Park Infill Opportunity Areas: Moreno Vista Park Example
General Comments
• Aquatics center
• Pickleball/tennis (some 

infrastructure already in place)
• Playground would be helpful
• Trail access
• Why can’t anything go here? 

(pointing to southern portion of the 
park)

• Think of more revenue-generating 
facilities (tennis, basketball, 
soccer)

• Field rentals or contract classes
• Amphitheater for concerts/movies 

in the park

Top Votes for Amenities
• Dog park
• Picnic areas
• Outdoor exercise area
• Splash pad
• Playground
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Other Comments / Topics to Consider

41

School Joint Use Agreements
• Include recommendations to explore partnerships with Monte Vista Elementary School and 

Montera Elementary School?

Detention Basins
• Include recommendations to explore partnerships with Chino Basin Water Conservation District 

regarding passive/linear recreation around the basins?

Future Park Sites
• Include recommendations for potential park sites in southeast Montclair?

Other Ongoing/Planned Park Information
• Are there any other park plans the team should be aware of that would benefit from inclusion in the 

master plan?



Next Steps

Montclair Parks and 
Recreation Master Plan
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Next Steps Through May 2023

• Summarize feedback and make necessary revisions

• Develop draft and final master plan report

• City Council to adopt final report
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Thank you
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Open Discussion
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