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City of Montgomery
City Council Work Session Minutes
February 19, 2025

Present City Council Members Present
Brian Riblet, City Manager Ron Messer, Mayor

Terry Donnellon, Law Director Sasha Naiman, Vice Mayor
Tracy Henao, Asst. City Manager Lee Ann Bissmeyer

Kevin Chesar, Community Development Director Chris Dobrozsi

John Crowell, Police Chief Craig Margolis

Maura Gray, Finance Director Catherine Mills-Reynolds
Gary Heitkamp, Public Works Director Ken Suer

Paul Wright, Fire Chief
Connie Gaylor, Clerk of Council

City Council convened in Work Session for February 19, 2025 at 6:00 p.m. at City Hall with Mayor Messer
presiding.

ROLL CALL

Mayor Messer asked for a motion to dispense with roll call as all members were present. Mr. Margolis made a
motion to dispense with the roll call. Vice Mayor Naiman seconded. City Council unanimously agree,

LEGISLATION FOR CONSIDERATION THIS EVENING

A Resolution Establishing Compensation for The City Manager
Mayor Messer asked for motion to add this legislation to the agenda for consideration this evening.

Mr. Margolis moved to add the Resolution to the evening’s agenda for consideration. Mrs. Bissmeyer seconded.
City Council unanimously agreed.

Mayor Messer assigned the legislation to Mr. Dobrozsi.

Mr. Dobrozsi moved to read the Resolution by title only. Mr. Margolis seconded. City Council unanimously agreed.
Mr. Dobrozsi moved for passage of the Resolution. Vice Mayor Naiman seconded.

Mr. Dobrozsi explained that this Resolution will authorize an amendment to the current employment agreement
with Mr. Brian Riblet as the City Manager of Montgomery. This Resolution is the result of the recent performance
appraisal of the City Manager conducted by City Council. The Government Affairs Committee of City Council has
recommended adoption of this Resolution.

The roll was called and showed the following vote:

AYE: Bissmeyer, Mills-Reynolds, Dobrozsi, Messer, Naiman, Suer, Margolis  (7)
NAY: 0)

ESTABLISHING AN AGENDA FOR MARCH 5, 2025 BUSINESS SESSION

PENDING LEGISLATION

There was no pending legislation.

NEW LEGISLATION

There is no new legislation.
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ADMINISTRATION REPORT

Mr. Riblet reported the following items:

A Council Business Session is scheduled for Wednesday, March 5 at 6:00 p.m.

The Law and Safety and Planning, Zoning and Landmarks Committees will meet on Monday, March 3 at
3:30 and 4:30 p.m., respectively. The Financial Planning Committee has cancelled their meeting for the
month of March. Mr. Riblet added that it was anticipated that Mr. Suer may want to conduct interviews at
the Planning, Zoning and Landmarks Committee meeting. He explained that the regular agenda items could
be completed by 5:00 p.m. at which time the interviews for the vacancy on the Planning Commission could
be conducted. Mr. Riblet explained that as there are 9 individuals to interview, an additional meeting could
be held on Monday, March 10 at 5:30 as it is not anticipated there would be a need for a Public Works
Committee meeting that evening.

Mr. Suer, Mrs. Bissmeyer, and Mrs. Mills-Reynolds agreed with the dates and times for the Planning,
Zoning, and Landmarks Committee meetings.

Currently the Parks and Recreation and Government Affairs Committees have agenda items for Monday,
March 10. Mr. Riblet will provide an update at the March 5, 2025 Business Session.

This past Monday, February 17, the Planning Commission approved the Final Development Plan for Phase
2 of Montgomery Quarter. The first phase of the project consists of three multi-family buildings to be
constructed along Quarter Boulevard and Cameron Drive with a portion fronting along the Montgomery
Road Roundabout.

As a result of this action, a Public Hearing is requested for Wednesday, March 19 at 5:45 from the Planning
Commission to consider an Equivalency for Building Stories and Building Area of Building 1 in Phase 2
of the Montgomery Quarter Mixed Use Development.

City Council agreed to the Public Hearing. Mr. Margolis made motion to begin the Work Session
immediately following the conclusion of the Public Hearing. Mrs. Bissmeyer seconded. City Council
unanimously agreed.

The Planning Commission also unanimously approved the General Development Plan for the “Capstone”
Section of the Vintage Club which consists of 24 single family residences (12 attached and 12 detached).
The new subdivision will be located south of Vintage Club Boulevard and east of The Christ Hospital
Outpatient Center on 4.5 acres.

As a result of this, a Public Hearing is requested for Wednesday, April 2 at 5:45 from the Planning
Commission to consider the rezoning and major planned unit development modification at the Vintage
Club.

City Council agreed to the Public Hearing. Mr. Margolis made motion to begin the Work Session
immediately following the conclusion of the Public Hearing. Vice Mayor Naiman seconded. City Council
unanimously agreed.

Mr. Vanderhorst and Mr. Riblet have been working with the Seasongood Foundation to submit a grant
application, if successful, they have identified an opportunity for Braver Angels to provide a 4-part
community series on political civility later this summer and early fall.

A contract was signed with Strawser Construction to complete the annual crack seal program in an amount
of $22,849.17 and will include the streets that were resurfaced in 2019.
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Human Resources

e Police Officer positions — The first round of interviews with seven candidates are currently underway and
will be completed by the end of the month. There are two open positions to fill.

e Police Sergeant — The Civil Service Commission certified the police sergeant promotional exam results at
its February 17 meeting. Interviews with the three candidates are scheduled for next week.

e Assistant Fire Chief — There were five internal applications for this position. Interviews are scheduled for
next week.

e  We will celebrate Chief Wright’s retirement at the April 16 meeting and will hold a Swearing In Ceremony
for incoming Chief, Ben Shapiro at the May 7 Business Session.

Events

e The seventh session of MCLA, Sycamore Community School, will be held tomorrow, February 20 at
Sycamore High School, beginning at 5:30 p.m.

e There has been a cancellation for the Soiree en Rose this Saturday, so there are now 8 seats available.
Tickets are $25 per person.

LAW DIRECTOR REPORT

Mr. Donnellon reported he would be attending an MVRMA Round Table meeting this week at which time the
discussion would be on best practices managing public demonstrations.

CITY COUNCIL REPORTS

Mrs. Bissmeyer

Mrs. Bissmeyer thanked the team at Public Works who spent time showing her through the public works facility
and explaining the different functions of the department.

Mrs. Mills-Reynolds

Mrs. Mills-Reynolds reported on the following Commission meetings:
e Parks and Recreation Commission- focused on the events for the year and new ideas
e Beautification and Tree Commission- discussed yearly planning and the current vacancy

Mrs. Mills-Reynolds reported on an upcoming Sycamore Advisory Committee meeting on March 10 where she
would be presenting on a group project regarding alternatives to school suspension.

Mrs. Mills-Reynolds reported that she would be out of town on a work trip from February 28 to March 1.

Mr. Dobrozsi

Mr. Dobrozsi reported on the following:

o Sister Cities — the Soiree En Rosé dinner is this Saturday, February 22, 2025. There is a vacancy on the
Commission with one person who has attended a meeting.
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e Arts Commission- The annual Improv at the Uni will be held on February 28. A Food Tour will be held on
May 10 and is already sold out. The Photo Contest will be held on April 5 and April 6.

Mr. Dobrozsi and Mr. Riblet attended a Sycamore Business Advisory Council meeting where the discussion was
on coordinating local businesses meeting with students. He added that the Montgomery Chamber of Commerce will
be holding a Job Fair in September and October.

Mr. Suer

Mr. Suer reported that at a recent Landmarks Commission meeting Mr. Tony Pishotti attended to discuss a concept
at the existing Napa Kitchen site for a new restaurant. Mr. Pishotti obtained feedback from the Commission
regarding the alteration of windows in the building. There are no formal plans made at this time.

Mr. Suer provided a summary of the Planning Commission agenda items. He explained that the “Capstone”
residential development was presented and was well received by residents. He stated that it was more in line with

what Traditions does and will complete the project. Mr. Suer explained that the MQ Phase 2 was also discussed
regarding the new residential buildings and was supported by the Planning Commission.

Mr. Margolis
Mr. Margolis reported that the EAC held the monthly cardboard recycling day, which went well.

Mr. Margolis reported on the success of the MCLA session held at Bethesda North Hospital and how the MCLA
class was enjoyed it.

Mayor Messer

Mayor Messer praised the Public Works, Police Department and Fire Department for their handling of the snow
events this winter.

Mayor Messer thanked staff for how well MCLA has went and the quality of the program.

Mayor Messer, Mr. Riblet, and Ms. Henao met with Evan Nash, Southwest Regional Representative for Senator
Bernie Moreno. Mayor Messer explained that it was a good meeting and may lead to an opportunity in the future
to meet with Senator Moreno.

MINUTES

Mr. Margolis moved to approve the minutes of the February 5 Business Session as written. Vice Mayor Naiman

seconded. City Council unanimously agreed.

OTHER BUSINESS

There was no other business to discuss.

ADJOURNMENT

Mayor Messer asked for a motion to adjourn.
Mr. Margolis moved to adjourn. Vice Mayor Naiman seconded. City Council unanimously agreed.

City Council adjourned at 6:29 p.m.
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Connie Gaylor, Clerk of Council



